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Progress report on the implerentation of the
Europe against Cancer programme as at 31 March 1988

In June 1985, when the European Council in Milan supported the launching of
the European campaign against cancer, the Heads of State and Govermment of
the 12 Member States acted as ploneers, for the Community was thus impelled
to intervene in a field which was in many respects new to 1t. The very
fact of breaking new ground, the need to mobilize the many public and
private bodles engaged in the fight against cancer combined with the
slowness of Community decision-making procedures have meant that 1987, like
1986 was again devoted only to preparation. The result is that actual
launching of the Europe against Cancer programme has been deferred until
1088.

I. The threz bogsic Council instrurents: moin difficulties encountered
in respect of their implerentation or edoptiom

Three basic Council instruments establish the legal and financial framework
for this Europcan programme against cancer. Vhile the first concerning
prevention and health education was adopted in mid-1986, the second dealing
with research was not adopted until the end of 1987, while the third on
arousing the interest of the public and the health professions had still
not been adopted by the erd of the first quarter of 1988.

(a) The first instrument is the Resolution of 7 July on a programme of
action of the European Communities against cancer (OJ C 184,
23 July 1986, pp 19-20). The Resclution contains the very general
outline framework for Community action as regards prevention (tobacco,
nutrition and alcohol, chemical substances, early diagnosis,
epidemiological data) and health education.

It was adopted on the basis of proposals by the Commission

(COM(85)628 final, 14 November 1985) which provided for the following
allocation of resources in the first five years: 1986 - 650 000,

1987 - 1 million, 1988 - 1.4 million, 1989 - 1.55 million and in 1990 -~
1.7 million. These amounts proved inadequate in 1987, which added to the
difficulty of the Commission’s task. The experience of the first quarter
in 1988 has still further accentuated these difficulties.
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(b) The Council Decision of 7.X1.87 on the coordination of the
programme of research in medicine and health (1987-91)
This Decision allocates 65 million BECU over five years to the entire
programme, including a suggested allocation of 18 million BCU for the
coordination of medical research on cancer.

Due to the delay in adopting this Decision, the
implementation of most of the research projects planned for

1987 has been delayed which led to undoubted difficultles
for research teams, especially the European Organisation for
Research and Treatment of Cancer (EORTC).

(c) The third basic instrument, which supplements the first two, is
concerned with arousing the interesting of the public and the health
professions in 1988, and especially in 1989, which was declared the
European Information on Cancer Year by the European Council held in
London in December 1986.

This draft Council Decision (CCOM(86)717 final of 17 December 1988) was
forwarded to the other Community institutions by the Commlssion at the
end of 1986 axd published in the Official Journal (C 50 of

26 February 1987, pp 56-58). It had still not been adopted by

31 March 1988.

However, the Council should be able to adopt a position in May

1988 on the basis of opinions delivered in February 1987 by the Economic
and Soclal Committee and, in February 1988, by Parliament. An agreement
of principle was reached on the basis of the proposal at the Council
neeting of the Ministers of Health on 15 May 1987. Only the size of the
allocation for this information and awareness campaign remains to be
determined. In May 1987, the Belgian Presidency proposed a compromise
allocation of 10 million ECU for the years 1988-89.

Clearly, the lack of a decision, further complicated by the delay in the
adoption of the general budget of the Cammunity for 1988, has impeded the
launching of the campaign to increase the awareness of the public and the
health professions. Many activities originally planned for the European
Week against Cancer (1-8 May 1988) cannot be carried out for lack of
Cormunity financing. The main parties concerned (cancer prevention
associations and leagues, anti-smoking committees, gemeral practitioners
associations, etc.) have shown understanding while not concealing their
disappointment.

* 0J L334 of 24.XI.87 p. 20-25
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IT. 1987-89 action plan of the Commission

On the basis of these three basic Council instruments, which outline the
general area of action and establish the budgetary resources available, the
Comnission drew up, in the autumn of 19868, a specific detailed action plan
containing 75 points. TFor practical reasons and for the sake of more
specific wording, the period to be covered was limited to three years,
1087-1983. Needless to say, the Europe against Cancer programme will
unfortunately not be completed in 1989, since the fight against cancer will
of necessity require a very long-term effort at every level, matlonal and
Commnity.

In January 1987, the three-year action plan was forwarded for information
purposes to the three other Community institutions: the Council,
Parliament and the Economic and Soclal Committee, and to various Commission
Committees and Working Parties, namely the committee of cancer specialists,
the committee on medical research management, group of assoclations and
leagues against cancer, anti-smoking associations, etc. It was even more
widely disseminated, for it was published in full in the Official Journal
(OJ C 50, 26 February 1987, pp 1-55).

Subsequent developments were limited to an overall presentation of the
implementation of the Europe against Cancer programme in 1987. A detailed
analysis of each of the 75 points in the Commission action plan can be
obtained from the Europe against Cancer unit, Directorate-General for
Employment, Social Affairs and Education.

(a) Cancer prevention

With regard to cancer prevention, top priority was given to the anti-
smoking campaign. Between July 1987 and Jamuary 1988 the Cammission
forwarded to the Council proposals for Directives in accordance with the
action plan, on the subject of tobacco taxation, labelling tobacco products
and maximum tar content of cigarettes.

These three proposals fall within the scope of the completion of the
internal market by 1902. In each case, the highest level of consumer
protection was aimed at:

- approximation of taxes on manufactured tobacco, using as a basis the
arithmetic average of existing duties. This would lead to substantial
increases in taxes and the sale prices of cigarettes in at least nine
of the twelve Member States.

- harmonisation of labelling of tobacco products in line with Irish
legislation which is the most advanced in this field.
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thorized tar
_ harmonization of national provisions regarding the maxdimam aw
content of cigarettes by lowering it to 15 mg in 1992, in conformlty with
Spanish legislation, and to 12 mg in 1995 in line with the
recommendations of the Commission’s committee of cancer experts.

ess has likewise been made in the prevention of
égigcaﬁglglprcg%ers. On 3 August 1987, the Council confirmed a proposal
for the classification of 20 carcinogenic substances, bringing to 56 the
mumber of substances so classified since 1986. Furthermore, the Commission
put before the Council in the autumn of 1987 a new proposal for a Directive
on the protection of workers against 23 carcinogenic substances and eight

carcinogenic processes.

Finally, other actions and studies relevant to the ECSC
industries have been carried out.

On the other hand, lack of staff and inadequate budget resources resulted
in little being done in 1987 as regards the improvement of foodstuffs, of
systematic screening and early detection. In particular, it proved
possible to finance only a small mumber of studies and operations. The
proposals submitted after September 1987 had to be deferred until the
following budget year. And the financial situation locks even more
difficult in 1988: some 40 proposals for studies and operations will have
to be scrutinized by the committee of cancer experts at thelr seventh
meeting scheduled to be held in Bonn on 3 and 4 May 1988.

The total volume of applications for Community aid for this first
instalment already amounts to 3.6 million BECU, and it is to be expected
that total requirements for the second will be at least as large.
Obviously, the 1.4 million ECU normally provided under the Council
Resolution of July 1986 to finance cancer prevention and health education
operations will be insufficient to meet all the applications deemed
recommendable on scientific grounds by the committee of cancer experts.

(b) Health education, arousing the interest of the public and of the
health professions

In the health education field, top priority was given to the finalizing of
the "European Code against Cancer". Drawn up by the committee of cancer
experts on the basis of the most recent findings of epidemiological
research, these ten rules were the subject of intensive consultations among
senior national health officials and anti-—cancer organizations. In all, it
took close to a year and 200 hours of work by experts to finalize the Code,
which is now accepted by all those, whether public or private, involved in
the fight against cancer in the Community. The Code was officially handed
to the twelve Heads of State and Govermment at the European Council held in
Copenhagen in Decenber 1987.



-5 —

At the same time the Comission was able to initiate and finance work
preparatory to the drawing up of three television health education
programes:

- "Lifestyles and cancer in Europe". This 40-mimute film, shot in several
regions of the Community, shows the link between lifestyles and certain
types of cancer. Of a high scientific standard, this film enables
several of Europe's leading specialists to express their opinions.

- "Mankind and cancer". Recorded in the same studio by all the
participating television networks on the basis of a joint but culturally
adaptable scenario, this 30-mimute programme illustrates, with the help
of huge models of human cells, how cancer appears and how we can increase
our chances of avoiding it thanks to the ten rules of the European Code
against Cancer.

- "Euro Jim versus Crab Cancer". This cartoon film in five one-and-a-
half-hour episodes brings home to children between the ages of 7 and
fourteen the five European rules on tobacco, alcohol, exposure to the
sun, overweight, and frult amd vegetables.

1987 and the first quarter of 1988 were a period of intensive preparation
for the 1988-89 campaign to arouse the interest of the public and the
health professions in the fight against cancer. A very large number of
neetings were needed not only to inform the public and private bodies
involved in the fight against cancer, but also - in many cases - to
overcome their scepticism as to the usefulness of a European campaign:

— Three meetings with producers of television medical programmes were
needed in order to convince at least one major network per country to
screen the Euro Jim cartoon film and at least one of the two programmes
for adults during the European week against cancer (1-8 May 1988);

- Four meetings involving all the anti-cancer organizations were needed to
convince these vital bodies that the Commission could make a specific
contribution to the fight against cancer in Europe, not only by making it
possible to draw up the European Code against Cancer, but also because it
had drawn up a series of proposals for Directives essential to an
effective campaign against smoking and occupational cancers.

A very large nmumber of proposals for operations relating to the European
week against cancer were submitted to the Commission by these anti-cancer
organizations. However, the budget problems which marked the beginning
of 1988 made it possible to finance only a very few of them.
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The Commnity contribution amounts to less than 10% of the total
expenditure committed by these organizations at the Cammission’s urging.

- A meeting with the group representing general practitioners was used to

inform and mobilize this branch of the medical profession which has o
vital part to play in acquainting its patients with the Europzan Code and
in implementing a policy of systematic screening and early detection of
cancer. In several Member States the Code will be posted in doctors’
waiting rooms, at least during the Europsan week against cancer.

- Two meetings with senior health education officials cbtained the

collaboration of national Ministries of Health and of Education in
promoting the European Code against Cancer among teachers and pupils
during the European Information on Cancer Year in 1989.

Finally, the worklng groups on the tralnlng of doctors,
nurses and dentists have met several times in order to draft
recommendations to be submitted to the three competent
consultative Committees on the training of health personnel.

(c) Cancer research

The belated adoption PY the Council of the medical research
coordination programme shifted into 1988 the main part of the operations
originally announced by the Commission in its action plan.

Of the fifty Community grants intended to promote the mability of cancer
researchers in 1987, only fifteen could be allocated — by recourse to an
alternative form of Commmnity financing.

Exceptional procedures had to be invoked in order to honour
the commitments made to the BORIC as regards increased
European coordination of monitoring of therapeutic tests.

Other actions have also been carried out in 1987 :

a pilot study on the role of nutritional factors in
pre-cancerous lesions of the stomach was initiated as part
of the EURONUT project;

on 30 November and 1 December 1987 a seminar was held on
"Passive smoking and health". On this basis, concerted
action proposals will be submitted to the European
Commission at the beginning of 1988;

a report was established in the framework of the EUROCAT
concerted actions to evaluate the impact of the Chernobyl
accident on the frequency of observed chromosome
aberrations in 18 European centres. This report has yet to
be examined by a group of experts in 1988 before being
finalised.



N

Finally, the cancer research working party met twice since the adoption in
November 1987 of the medical research coordination programme to lay down
procedures for the selection of applicants for grants and of proposals for
cancer research.

IIT. Conclusions

Serious difficulties were encountered in 1987 and at the begimming of 1988
as regards implementation of the Europe against Cancer programme because of
the delay in adopting the two Council Decisions on cancer research and on
arousing the interest of the public and of the health professions in the
fight against cancer. Furthermore, the Commission was faced with a lack of
staff and a considerable shortfall in the appropriations needed to mect the
expectations of the mumerous European bodies which submitted proposals for
studies or operations in the field of cancer prevention and health
education.

However, these difficulties do not cutweigh the success recorded by the
Europe against Cancer programme, which has now established its credibility
in the eyes of the main anti-cancer bodies throughout the Community.
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Provesed ecticn 1: Upvards plidnrent of tewaticon cn tcheoos ramifectured

On 7 sugust 1687 in ths ocntext cf oowpleting ths interna) rarkst, the
Commission presented & munbsr of propesals ca the arprexdraticn cf the
rateg and hawmgnizaticn ¢f indirect tax struotures, perticularly two
rroposals for directives ¢n the eprrrasdmaticn of texes cn marefactured
tchacco.  Ths first ooneerng texes on cigersttes (Ow(E7)323) ed the
geocrd  the approxdraticn of texes o nermufeotured 4ghaodo cother than
cigarettes. The arithretic average of existing rates was used as the basis
for the Commission's calculations, in line with the principle of upwards
atignment.

7ith recpect to cigareites, ths propesal would recult in en irgresss in tha
edeating tax urden of ebout 30% in the Communlty e a waole. In at leest
ming of ths tvalve Mexber States tewes exd prices weuld go up chatply, in
80O Ceseg vp to over 180% by 1682 in sovs countries.

With zegpect to other tcheooo: products (cigars, olgerillcs, sxhing
tchaoes, emaff end chewing tobased) incrgages in texwes and prices would es
& Mle teke plece In cowntries whers ccnswrpticn 1s highest,

Propesed ecticn 2: Firaneing of peevemtiva sotdoms a% vatiena] level he
+na yaa Q" incmesaod flanal mascrimeq €0 *ohemen

Prepesals to this exd should bg dresm up in 16388 besed ca & comperative
sty of procsdures emd costs of netlcnal rrotecticn policles ard after
corsultation with the Comittescf center experts of the Cormission.

&cticn B: publdca<ien of dndices evoiudird tohencn by tha Statiotinal
Qffice of <he Turopesn Cormmnities

Sirce July 1687, the Btatigtice. Office ¢f the Surcpean Communities hes
published penthly indioes of prioes exoluding tchecoo prices for each of
e twelve Mewber States.

Zrgpesed eotion 4  Farronization of Qigsretts laheiling 4n the Bargyasq

Commmanity

In Jemary 1888 in comnecticn with completing tho intermal rmarkes, the
Corwissicn  pus  befere the Counefl & propesal  for a  dirvechive
(C22(87)719 final) requesting +tha': befcre the end of 1693:

= 2ll packeging for tchaooo products should carry the warndiwg "froiing cen
darade your hsalth!

- in sdlitien to this gemersl warning on all oigerette peckets, a
dilferent reseage ehoudd be printed cn esch gide of tha packet 0 be
selected foom a Mst wihich must contedn the w0 following warnings:
"Shcking csuses cencer”;  “Snciting causeg heart digease” eg well es the
tar ard niceting centent of clgerettes.
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Provace? apticn 8:  Duehihd4don of glesrattsy with a high tar coptens

In Jemery 1688 4n the cemtext of coxpleting ths internal rmazhet the
Commisgieon Zorvarded 10 the Council & propesel for a Councll Directive
(C24(B7)720 £inal) which gecg +o beon cigerettes with a tar yleld of mera
then 18 =g by 1092, axd of 12 »g Iy 1963.

Proposed soticn 6: Harmenizaticd. of the gtendarda for the oompenents of
&nhm mc“'a

The resguring rethody ueed are IS0 4387 end IS0 3200 gtaxdexds cr eny other
equivelent mathod,

2oeonsed potdicn 7t Proqinrition of fex frea pales of tchaoed In ke
Zuropasn Corrmunity. Plamned for 1638,

Propesad anticn 8:  Protemtdon of children foom toheoon eajes, Pleomaed
for 1ge3,

2oepaead sotion 9:  Penrdemtation of teheoes poodiotion towerdg lesy oo
wandaties and stAY oF the wocxibilitieg of recomeraion

Tha Coomiszicn hes contdmeed 40 ect cn the rrics guarantecs to tokoodo
rroducers end cn the premiurs paid to Commmundity tokeooo buayers. Funther,
in ocmmecticn with +hg Inbegrotsd Yeditertanean Prodrammes 18587-81 foo
Greecs, abcut 15% of tcheoco growing erees will be comverted to other
produgticn.

P ool e Mol - P Aqerara & [ T4 1B AT B e 4 1 +ha
st 2 prtadn Ao

Dissemimation of the Duropesn Cods agairngt canoer and itg first rule 'Io
not mxce” befan et the et of 18637 through o muber of canoer preventien
crganizaticnz. Thls effort will be pursued and carried ca indepth,
particalerly by meens cf the Dircpean netwerk of naticnmel entd-smcxing
crdenizeticns to be g% up in 1628,

s A2 oy -

mﬁ :n:jgn ]] St 4 Qf nn:{ m:: Yy dsims s:ﬂ dﬂcg] Qren Qf
c»—-—r.rqﬂ "Eﬁ"a“lmﬂ Jore "CEQQQ ool hez) in E}“”Q vlacey, ?l"C;.‘O.:Su." b
plarmed for 1088,

2repesed aoticn 12: Stide of paticna] yoovistong, ard developmeny o2
oTomeced  (neemimd iy po s diorg An tha JAwmibeddiem AF  dabaman  embldeddry,
Prepossl planned for 123,

o . notdvra arelvralg md oAl ez 4 A

A pllot gtedy ehould Dbs oc:plefted in 1683 &l pzesented to a Joint
sympositm WiD/Comission on the ‘cerpedgn egzingt mxkbing to be held in
Yedr1d cn 7-11 Noverber 1028, .

Actice 14; Informaticn evohendo om the otruddle séajnst omaking

This exhenge of informaticn amd experiense begean in 1037 axd will ke
intersified in 18£8 through the estehlishwent ¢f a Zurppeen network of
ratioral entl-emting crgenizaticns.
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Action 18: Analysis ¢f edsting Informaticn on mitriticn enxd cencer

Two ghudieq cn alochol end cancér exd food axd cenger will be available
eerly in 1688, Several in—depth studies will be initiated in 1988.

+ : ) et P $rd + 2 a4 ™
An + a+arfon £ »&d Al +

Diggeminaticn of the Furcpean Codh egaingt cemoer begen in 1687 and will be
contimad in 1088, The rules ocncerning mtriticn (alochol, fikre
ocntent, frult and vedstebles, | cheaity erd fats) was gupplemented by
argoeriate coments drafted Ly local participents in the fight zgainst
osnoer: easgociaticns and  lesgues egainst canoer,  cnganizaticss
representing general practiticners eto.

b « Yavemamd g dd rybrd £4 An Y a%a F) e
in the Puwopesn Goroundtles,  Preopesel plammad for 1028,
o ~t+d a-. o] + °

zoodatuefy

Regular rendtering of thess iesues by thg corpstent expert ocomittees wes
carried out in 1887 axd will be ocntimued in 1888.

e, L4 atirs + hK=pelc

matedsd [ose)

In 1883 videsrresd dissemimaticn of the Eurcpean Code egainst canosr should
engure that Eurcpeans are better infermed about mutriticn and canoer.

+ : + £ 4m s b4

See Acticn 16.
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Preparatery studiss will be made of these questicns,

Atdan B0, miviatd - > orryand 4n yritpd ey
A gtudy will bg inftinted in 188t

Acticn 23: mn\wnngs of jv\“gma‘qm fore) ratnd &Jm a:d cannew

Digseminaticn of Zurcpean studies and verk cn this erea will be initiated
in legs.

I.C. ERUTICTICY ACATNST CARCTICGENIC AGENTS

2ropesed aotion 24: Protacticn sstedinat {onizing madiansien prd follcw-un to
Q;mnwg

Cn 14 December 1887 the Courcll edepted the Euratim Regulaticn laying down
reximm permitted levels of radicaotive conteminaticn of foodstuffs and of
foxdingstuffs fellowing a mclear &aocident or any other case of
Tedlclogical emergency (O7 L 371, 30.12.87, rp. 11-13) axd a Council
Regulaticn cn the conitions governing irperts of agricultural produots
eriginating in thind oountries following the eooident at ths Chernoryl
muclesar pewer statica (OF L 371, 30.12.1887, rp. 14-19).
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Actiom 25: Cresticn of sn sheemmidcs soteema and estahlieb-ont of g 1dob
P Aheme ey o/ - Wt v o

For leck of gtaff the entenna oculd not gst up in 1637.

4 T e 1y P $ha gl - [T [aidas) aa+ hd
409 v Inemd 4 And v Al 4~ £ oarpinactond g a o

In 1887 a wesking party oo cerainogenio substenoes wes est up under ths
Comittee cdesling with ‘hs clessificsticn exd labelling of dangercus
gubstenoes get tp wxder Directive 87/548/EDC. Thig werking party hes
exeningd the cercinogenio espect of several suspeot submtances,

t hag produced a proposal feor the classificaticn of 20 carcinogenio
subgtanceg vhich was adepted by the Councll con 3 August 1887, cnly £8% of
tha tardet emmowmoed in the! Comssicn ectien plen (OFCEQ of
28 Terreery 1637) of BO evaluaticny yper yeer wag echleved for lack of staff,

With the gubstences clessified in 1653 the st nov incledes B8
Qarcinogenio substances.

Proooeed  pation 971 Adombdon @df disantiona  cormemdle hednt ddeoroosd
within +tha (Crmd]l  fon  tha ivmatackion af  werbamg (sowbededpeies
e . 4k » i Adrmas Ieme e

Cn 9 Mevch 1928 in occrmecticn with the new proosdure provided under
Artiole 118A of the Single Turcpoan Aot, the Durcpeen Perliement arproved
the joint position of the Councdl in this area.  Adcpiicn i plamned for
1088,

. VYer, 4 ot ww +ha = aal P porlorg pfadna

On 7 December 1887, the Commissich fervarded to the Counadl a proposal £
a directive to reirforos ths protectisa cf workers egedinst 31 carainegento
egents ard 8 industrial processzesi (QM(E7)841).

o H om 4 oy +4 o ) e wma
arnd ot A ot ated me 4 Y 49 L, 2y Lo B Saene bl Oatisoa)

worh See p Lok
Proposed  sotien  30: Ney raskuvesg for  publdo  protectien  pgainat

mm: mgg: (o] e-ﬁ*ﬁ?‘f\cs

On 28 Jermary 1888 the Coomissicn arpreved amd ferwarded to the Couwxcil &
rroposel arexding Divective 78/760/IRC relating to restricticns cn the
merketing exd use 0f certaln dengerous substances end rreparaticns.  The

Treposal seekg to ben the marketing of the follewing carcincdento
cubsteryeg: 2-naphtylexing exd dtg galtg; benziding exd its salts; 4~

eminadiphenyl exd itg s2lty; 4-nitrediphesyl; benzens,
I.D. SYSITEMATIC SCRrmNDI AND ZATIY DIADDRIS

4 ! Promat 4 - veyt oren O acmd rnet Apanl
dipegnaaig of camnen of tha ybening cemrix snd asnpen 02 tha Ymesst

A vwerking party will De et up in 1€23. ¢ can hase ity work ¢ e motker
of stdies amd Frolecte to ba wlertalen in 1g34.
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Proposed _action 29: Prevention of occupational cancers by
inproving _the practical organization in undertakings,
including information to employers and workers

The proposal for a Council Directive concerning neasures to
inprove safety and health of workers at their place of work
(COM(87)73 final) transmitted by the Commission in March 1988
obliges employers to evaluate the risks to safety and health
of workers including those caused by chemical substances and
products, to identify appropriate protective measures and to
make this information available. to workers or their
representatives charged specifically with the protection of
health and safety at work.

Action 32: Evaluation and irprovament of the policy for the systematic screening

ana early diacnasis of other comnon ctancers

The effectiveness *rom the public heatth standpoint of the faecal occtult blood test
for the screening of cancer of tha colon and rectum was discussed on several occazians
by the Committee of cancer experts and by. its "Prevention" sub-committes. 1t is
reccmmended that, for the time being, no new policy of systematic screening in this
area be pursued, pending the results ofi an evaluation study of the Germsn experienze
to be carried cut in 1588,

1.D. "EUROPEAN CODE AGAINST CANCER"

Action 33: Transfornmation into layman'ts language of the European Code against cancar

The European Ccde was adopted by the Co%mittee of European cancer experts in May 1987
after extensive consultation with senior cfficials resconsible for health and
associations and leagues against cancer. Each instituticn involved at the Llccal
level was asked to add to these rules suitable comments to adapt them to the different
publice for which they are intended in each country.

II. INFOAMATICH AND HEALTH EVUCATION IN THE PREVENTICN OF CANCER

11.B8. INFORMING THE GENERAL PUSLIC

Actior 34: Establishment of a directory of private organizations against cancer in

Eurcpe

The directory is now available in Frencp, English and German.

Action 35: C(Comparative survey of private and public cancer prevention information

€arpaigns

tn initial survey concerning Belgium, France, Portugal, Spain, Italy and Greece is
available in French. Further surveys should see completion in 1588,

Action 34: Bringing cancer prevention and the "Europe against cancer" prograrmme to

tne attention of the mecia

A retwork of 11 public relaticns agencies were selected following a call for tenders

to ensure information or and coverage of the "Eurcpe against cancer" programme in

eszh of the Twelve. These infornaticn'campaigns, 2dapted to the cultural specificities
of each Merber State, have improved theivisibility of tae "Europe against cancer”
programne in 1587. A& survey carried ottt in November 1987 shows that 34.8X of

Europeans were aware of its existence, though national figures vary considerably:

United Kingdom (19%X), Ireland (22X), Ge}many, Denmark and the Netherlaends (25X) are

far below the Cemmunity sverage, wherea§ Portugal, Italy and Luxembourg topped the

List with 58% of people informed.



Action 37: <Surcbarcmeter survey of Eurépean's atzitudes to cancer and its prevention

The results of this survey are available in all Community languages. They were
widely disseminated and given extensive'press coverage thanks to the decentralized
coc-dinated press conferences which were organized in the various press and
information offices of the Eurcpean Cemarnities on 6 and 7 Qctcher 1987.

Azzion 38: Financial contribution to television cancer prevention broadcasts for
the general public

Three health ecducation televisicn progrimmes for the general public, based on the
YEu-orean Code against cancer', were planned in 1987 and irplermented between January
2nd kpril 1988 for broadcast during the “European Week against Cancer" frem 1 to

8 May 1588 ("Life-styles and cancer in furope", a 40-minute film; “Man and cancer",
a 20-minute studio programme, and "furo-Jim against Creb-cancer", a serjes of five
90-seccnd cartoons),

Actien 39: Ddissemination of the "European (cde against cancer" at sports and cultural

events spcnsored by the Eurcpean Community

ALl the publications issued by the Commjssicn's press and information offices printed
tte Eurcpean Code in full in one or several issues, particularly following the twelve
press ccnferences held on 6 and 7 Octcber 1587,  Furthermore, the special concerts
given in 1987 to celebrate the 30th arniversary of the Treaty of Rome were organized
to aid the cause of fight against cancer, and the money collected (around 100 00C €CW)
was Zcnated to the EORTC (European Organization for Research on Trestment of Cancer).

Fror early 1988 the disseminaticn of the Eurozean Code was stepped up.

Action 40: Public neeting to mark the énd of the first year of the "Europe against

Carcer™ programre

On. the occasion of the European Ccunc1llreet1ng hetd in Ccpenhagen, during a short
cerenony, a special versicn of the "European Cocde against cancer" was presented to the
Pres‘dent-in-office of the Council. Each Head of State and Government received a
similar copy of the Eurcpean Cecde, in his/her language.

Acticn 41: Preparaticn of the action to be carried out in 1989, "turopean Information

cn Cancer Year"

The second half of 1987 saw the begirnidg of intensive preparation work for the
Eurcoean Week against Cancer from 1 to 8 May 1988.  This week represents a test of
ccordinated effort to inform the publicien a European scale with a view to preparing
for 1589, "turopeazn Information on Cancer Year".

Propcsed Action 42: Organization of a European Week against Cancer which will serve
as 2 test for the 1569 campaign for the Euroocean Information on Cancer vear

|
This week will run from 1 to 8 May 1988 in each of the Twelve. Spurred by the
Comrissicn of the Europesn Communities, lalmost all national ard regiomal institutions
invelved ir the fight against cancer have respondec with enthusiasm, The budgetary
protiems o early 1988 have prevented the Eurcpean (onmn unities frenm meeting the
legitimate reguests for co-financing put forward in the context of the actions
envisaged.

—

N

held in Bonn on 3 and & May 1988, This wealth of research work should be
cublished late in 1988.

Proposed Action 52: Formulation of proposals for improving the organization
of medical studies in the field of cancer

The reccmmendaticns formulated in 1984 by the Ccmmittee of Eurcpean cancer
experts have been initially examined 'by the various advisory committees on
training for health care workers. These should express their cpinion before
the end of 1528, based cn the conclusions reached by the working parties
menticned zbove,

Action 53: Stimulation of mobility of medical and nursing students

In 1988 the contribution of COMETT and ERASVUS grants to the mobility of
medical students and student nurses will be assessed.

Proposed Action S4: Joint oreparation of teaching materisls and testing of
these in faculties of medicine curing the turopean Information on (ancer
Year

An evaluation study of existing teaching raterials, available in French, witl
forn the basis of this action, to be:planned in 1988,

Action 55: Exchange of exparience cn continuous training

This subject was examined in detail by the Working Party on cancer training
for doctcrs jointly set up Dy the Ccrmittee of cancer experts and tne Advxsory
Comnittee on Medical Training. Its work will continue in 1988 with a view

to financing a certain nurter of projects to serve by way of example.

Proposed Action 56: ODeveloorent of common computer programmes for expert
medical systems for cancer

The working party referred to above started work on this issue in 1687,
puring its meetings, demonstrations of expert systenms, aimed at facilitating
the diagnosis of breast canzers and cancers of the uterine cervix, were
given, Specific follow-ups might be envisaged from 1988 onwards.

“ ’
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'az to be postponea; most of the authorities invelved, however,
tz-2ing and agreed to continuz to support their projects, even

aissicn’s financial contribution was cnly a ncainal one. Such
khould chviously be avoided in the future, for it would undermine
mts credibility arc inguce zpathy ameng the authorities concerned.

cricn 43: Stepping-up in 1988 of the campaigns carried our in 1987
th* oudlic and increase public awareness cf the cawpaign agajnst cancer

stion in 1988,

Pronosed Actien 44: Interasting teachers end the health professions in
dizreminaticn oT tne LUrooean cencer prevention ccmmancTents in the context
©7 the "furcacan Informaticn on Cancer Year

I-zlezzantaticn in 1928,

Prepcced Action 45: Organizaticn in 1989 of media campaign aimed at the general
cudlic:  "12 natiens, 12 days of action against canter”
Irplerantation in 1589,

Propoced Actien 46: Intensification in 1989 of the campaigns carried out in
1787 and 1983 to inform the public &nd increase pudblic eswareness of tne fight
against cancer

Implerentation in 1989.

II.C. HEALTH ECUCATION

Action 47: Establishment of a comparative survey of health education programres
in Eurcpean scheols

Irplementation in 1988.

Prcpesed Action 48: Drawing-up of preposats to irprove health eduzation
programmes 1N Eurcpean SCNooLs

Irplementation in 1988 or 1589,

Preoosed Action 49: Previsicn of tesching material relating to health education

The following eudio-visual raterials have beer distributed free of charge to
varicus lecal instituticns ccncerned with the fight against cancer for
disseminaticn during and after the furopean Week against Cancer: 1 200 sets
of videccassettes centaining the three television pregrantes mentioned above,
200 000 cepies of a brochure aived at the gereral public and illustrating the
prograrme, 3 CCO zepies of a set of six peste-s, five of which are charts
{llustrating cancsr nortality in the Twelve, acccmpanied by the Eurcpean Code
against Cancer,

Prcposed Action 50: Contribution to the finarcing of television health educaticn

brosocasts ch the preventich and treatment of cancer

Inftiated in 1688 and stepped-up in‘1939

III. TRAINING OF THE HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Action 51: Corparative study of the systens =f university training for health
care workars

The ccrmpara<ive studies started in 1586 proviced mazerial fecr nurerous ana

precuctive reetings of working parties which ~ave been set up to dra‘t the

recormendaticn to be put before the sdvisory zommitzees con medical training
~(deozters, nurses and cdentists), Such studies Rave also resulted in the
jcrgenization cf a large Eurcpean conference o= basic medizal studies o be

iV RESEARCH

As the fourth medical and health research coordination programme (1987-1991)
was only adopted by the Councli on 17 November 1987, the Workling Party on
Cancer Research was able to meet only once In November 1987.

Action 57: European grants to encourage moblilty of cancer research

workers

The equivalent of 50 full-time grants are provided for In the fourth research
coordination programme. The Workling Party on Cancer Research has deflned a
procedure for the selectlon of applicants and a draft opinlon has been
prepared by the secretarlat. In 1887 flifteen grants were awarded within the
framework of the “Stimulation™ programms.

Action 58: Comparison of existing cancer reglisters and recommendatlons for
their minimum contents and conditlons of access to them

A questionnalre (IARC - Dr. €. Muir) was sent In 1986 to every cancer
register In the Member States with a view to carrying out a comparative
analysis. The relevant data have been assembled and analysed and a report is
available (V-87022-EN).

A “comparative study on the experlience of the different Communlity countrles
and trade unlons wlth occupational cancer registers® Is under way. A report
should be avallable In Apri! 1988. Depending on the results of these two
studies, a feasability study on the development of a *“European network of’
cancer registers®™ is planned.

Action 59: taunching European coordination of medlcal research on food and
cancer

This actfon, which Is partially under way within the framework of the Joint
EURONET-ECP (European Organlzation for Cooperation |In Cancer Preventlion
Studies) project, has seen the launching of a pitot study on the role of
dletary factors In the development of atrophic gastritls, a pre-cancerous
stomach lesion. A meeting of experts on stomach cancer wl!l be held In
Brussels early in 1988.

Action 60: Stepping-up of European research on occupational cancers’

The European Coal and Steel Community’s fIfth medical research programme
(1988-1992) has been approved by the European Commission. The ECSC
Consultative Committee has defilvered a favourable oplnion. This research
programme Is due to begin in mid-1988 once the Councll has gilven its assent
in May. Research will concentrate In particular on fung cancer-causing

agents in ECSC industries.
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The continuation of the research under way, In the context of the 1986-1590
research programme on the environment, Into the fong-term carcinogenlcity of
asbestos flbres modified by a series of physico-chemical treatments should
enable predictlions to be made on the level of carclnogenlc risk Involved,
Work Is also under way on an evaluation of the refatlon between the surface
characteristics of these fibres and thelr carcinogenic potentlal.

A seminar was held in Paris In December 1987 on methodologles for evaluating
the links between occupational exposure and the rlisk of developlng cancer.
A workshop wll! be organized In 1988 to prepare a Jolnt actien on this
subject within the framework of the fourth medlcal and health research
progremme (1987-1991).

Action 61: Contlinuation of the coflnancing by the European Community of
research on the prevention of radiatlon—-Induced cancers

A revision of the radiatlon protectlon programme has been proposed to the
Counclil. To prepare its Implementation In 1988 and 1989, a feasablllty
study is under way which will propose a European population to be monitered
for an Increased incidence of cancers as a result of the Chernoby! accident.

Action 62: Continuation of cofinancing by the European Communlty of research

on carcinogenic factors In the environment
Four Jolnt projects are under way in different areas within the framework of
the fourth environmental research programme (1986-1990):

1. Mechanism of mutagenesls

2. Cuantitative mutagenesls (molecular dosimetry)

3. Development and valldation of predictlve tests for chromosome non-
dlisjunctlion

4. Develepment and valldation of tests for the detection of carclnogenlc or
genotoxic (epigenetic) substances.

These projects are being carried out by 16 research Institutes In the
Cormmunity.

Acticn €3: Launching of European coordlnatlon of medlcal research on cancer
2nd reproductlon . °

In 1887 a report alimed at estimating the impact of the Cherncby! accident on
the rate of lIncidence of chromosome anomalles In 18 European centres was
drawn up within the context of the EUROCAT Jjoint project. Before being
finatized this report will be examined by a group of experts at the beginning
of 1023,

VY
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Actlon 64: Launching of Eurcpean coordination of medical research on passive
sreking

A seminar on *Passlve smcking and health™ was held from 30 November to 1
December 1987. On the basis of the participant‘s recommendatlions a proposal
for a JoIlnt project on the effects of passive smoklng on health will be
prepared and submlitted to the Eurcpezn Commission for examlination.

Action 65: Conttnuation of Furopean coordination of medical research on
automated tissue analysis

The flrst series of activities reiate to automated cytology. The Jjoint
project under way Is aimed at obtalning comparable results for different
apparatuses and methods of automated detectlon, In partlicular of cancers of
the uterus. Analogous systems for the detection of other types of cancer
are also being studled. A new Joint projectis In preparatlen,

The second serles of actlvities relate to the automated analysis of
chromosomes and facilltate discusslon of the possiblliities for
stancdardizatlon and performance criteria for cytogenetlic technlques.

Action 66: Continued Eurecpean coordinatlon of research on imaging In
redicinel

An actlon on the lidentification and characterlzation of blologlcal tissue by
MR Is already under way, The Commlssion In 1987 funded the organization of
a number of meetings of experts which, Inter atla, led to the publication of
the results of the experiments carrled out on the measurement of the NMR
relaxatlon propertles of tlssues in vitro and fn vlivo. ¥Work on the
development of tests and equipment for the calibration of these measurements
and the evaluation of safety standards for NMR exposure In clinic
a2gplications will be pursued within the framework of the fourth medical and
health research programme (1987-1991).

The Commisslion plans to finance curing 1988 a seminar on ciircal apolications
of gositron emission tomography. A joint project of research in this area is
in preparation, again within the framework of the fourth madical! ard health
research programme.

Action 67: Strengthening of European coordination of med:cal research cn
ccntrol of multicentre therapeutic triats

Un<er the fourth medical and health research programme support fcr the ECRIC
da2ta centre is to be reinforced, notably through the Imocrovement of tre
Eu-ocode informatlics network, which facilitates direct communication tetwezn
onzologlsts and thelr participation In the ECRTC’'s cllinical irlals.



Action 63: Coflinanclng of a European network of data banks for hybr idomes

(ceils produclng monoclicnal antlbodlies)

The Community co-financed from November 1985 to November 1987 the first two
years of the European centre of the hybridome and !mmunoclones data bank of
the CCDATA (the International Council of Scientiflc Unlons’ Commlttee on Data
for Sclence and Technology). CODATA relles on three centres located In Europe
(Centre de R&D en Immunoclones In the Faculty of Madlicine In Nice), the
United States (Amerlcan Type Culture Collectlon, Rockville, Md.) and Japan
(Tekyo). The data collected by each centre are made avallable to all three.

it is posslible that the present Eurcean centre will extend Its
dissemlnation/coliectlion/publicization activitles through other forms of
Eurcpean collaboratlon, In particular electronic networks. ’

Action €9: Coflinancling by European Communlty of research Into genstic
engineering and proteln engineering for the manufacture of antl-cancer drugs
This project under the blotechnology research programms (1985-1989) is almed
at ceveloping techniques for the productlon of antl-cancer drugs by genetic
engineering. Antl-cancer appllicatlions of protein englneering could also
emerge from an Investigation of the relatlonships between the activity of
anti-cancer molecules and thelr spatial structure.

Proposed acticen 70: Cofinancing by the European Communlty of research on the

targeting of cancer-kltliing drugs
This project Is Intended to be carrled out under the predictive medicine
programme which has stitl to be proposed by the Commission to the Council.

Action 71: Cofinancing by the European Community of research on the

pharmacology of antl-tumour substances

The blotechnology programme (1985-1989) has Included since mid-1987 a
pharmaco-toxlcological research project In the area of cancer. The alm Is
to cdsvelep In vitro methods of evaluating the pharmacotogical and secondary
effects of anti-cancer cdrugs.

Action 72: Harmonlzatlon of testing standards for anti-cancer drugs

The Council of MInlsters adopted a Dlrectlive on 22 December 1986 (0J L 15, 17
January 1987) on the approximation of natlonal measures relating to the
placing on the market of high-technology medlcinal products, partlcularly
those cerived from blotechnology (e.g. monoclional! antibodles, new medicinal
procucts of significant antl-cancer therzpeutic interest).

9!

-13 -

A meeting of cancer speciaillsts In October 1987 led to the adoption of
provisional guldelines, which are to be submlitted to the parties concerned
for comments. Their definltive adoptlon Is scheduled for about September
1988.

Proposed action 73: Cofinancling by the European Communlty of research Into
the gencme and hyuman oncogenes
See proposed actlion 70.

Proposed action 74: Cofinancing by the FEuropean Community of research on
nucleic acld probes
See proposed actlion 70.

Action 75 : Regular evaloation of the action plan 1987-1989.
This is the objective of the present report.






