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INTRODUCTION

Directive 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds is one of the most
important pieces of EC environmental legislation. It was indeed the first
European directive on the conservation of nature in general in that it
concemns the protection not only of birds but also of their habitats. It is
therefore of major importance for the management of natural resources in
Europe. :

As with all EC directives, directive 78/409/EEC is a binding legal instrument:
Member States must comply with the obligations it imposes upon them by
adopting the necessarty laws, regulations and administrative arangements
and by modifying their practices o as to comply with the provisions lald
down in the directive. For compliance to be achieved, the Council allowed
Member States a period of two years as of the notification date of the
directive (April 1979).

To mark the ten years since directive 79/409/EEC entered into force, it was
decided to produce a report assessing the directive's contribution to the
conservation of bird fauna in the Community. The main purpose of this report
is to highlight what has been achieved as a resutt of the directive and to
underline application problems which have yet to be solved. _

This report summarises the provisions taken by Member States and
constitutes a comprehensive information document on the implementation of
the directive over the period 1981 - 1991.

The first part deals with Community aspects (the directive itself, the role of
the Commission) and other legal instruments conceming the conservation of
birds, adopted at EC or intemational level.

The second part deals with the implementation of the directive by the
Member States. The implementation of its main provisions are presented on
a subject-by-subject and a country-by-country basis to provide a clear picture
of the measures which have been taken in the various fields (hunting,
habitats, conservation of species etc.) to protect wild birds.

The third part presents the problems relating to implementation of the
directive by the Member States.

This report was compiled from information contained in the national reports
submitted to the Commission by Member States under Articles 12 and 9 of
the directive. It is also based on additional information gathered from the




ministries of environment and non-governmental organisations in the 12 EC
countries.

The report was compiled with a view to presenting the situation in the
Member States as extensively as possible but it does not claim to be
exhaustive. For practical reasons, regional differences in the laws and other
measures adopted in Spain, italy and Germany in the fields covered by this
report have not been taken into account. The study is confined to an
assessment of measures adopted at national level for all EC Member States
except Belgiumi and the United Kingdomz.

This repott is intended for persons from all areas concemed with the
conservation of wild birds: central, regional and local govemment, research
institutes, environmental protection groups, hunting associations and
omithologists at large.

Given the various threats European birds are faced with, this report will
hopefully contribute to improving their conservation by encouraging those
who are in charge of nature protection at all levels to maintain the efforts
madeandtoﬁgmenandmndwmolstosafeguammbudsocwmngln
Europe and ensure their survival.
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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF THE DIRECTIVE

Following scientific research conducted by the Commission, it was tound that
the number of species of European birds was falling and, in addition, the
population levels of some species were declining sharply. In view of the
serious threat that this posed to the conservation of natural heritage, it
became necessary to adopt specific protection measures to deal with the
different factors influencing population levels of wild birds. Since a large
number of European species are migratory, it was recognised that the
protection of wild birds is a transboundary problem entailing shared
responsibilities at European level.

Directive 79/409/EEC, adopted by the Council on April 2 1979, establishes
a general system of protection for all species of naturally occurring birds in
the wild state in the European territory of the Member States:. The purpose
of the directive is to protect and manage these species and to regulate the
hunting, capture, killing and sale of such species.

FORCE OF THE DIRECTIVE e
= General obligations

First and foremost, it must be emphasised that this directive concerns birds
as well as their eggs, nests and habitats (Article 1).

There is a general obligation on the Member States to take the requisite
measures to maintain their bird populations at a level which corresponds
in particular to ecological, scientific and cultural requirements, while taking
account of economic and recreational requirements (Article 2).

~ The general system of protection for birds (Article 5) prohibits:
* deliberate killing or capture

* deliberate destruction of, or damage to, their nests and eggs or removal
of their nests

* taking their eggs in the wild and keeping these eggs even if empty

* delibérate disturbance of these birds particularly during the breeding
and rearing period and keeping birds belonging to species which may
not be hunted or captured.

-

1) Belgium (B), Denmark (DK), France (F), Germany (D), Greece (G), lrelang (IRL), italy (),
LW‘M(UNM(NU.W(P)-W(E)- United Kingdom (UK)



« Measures concerning habitats

Since the destruction of natural and semi-natural environments is the most
serious threat to birds, directive 79/409/EEC focusses on preserving,
maintaining and re-establishing .a sufficient diversity and area of habitats. In
particular, this includes the creation of protected areas and biotopes and the
re-establishment of destroyed biotopes (Atticle 3).

Annex | primarily lists vulnerable and rare species and those in danger of
extinction. Such species are to be the subject of special conservation
measures concerning their habitat in order to ensure their survival and
reproduction. The original list of 74 species making up Annex | of the
directive was amended twice: by directive 85/411/EEC and by directive
91/244/EEC. There are now 175 specles and subspecies listed In this
Annex (see Annex 3 of this report).

Member States must classify the most suitable territories (both land and
marine areas) in number and size as special protection areas (SPAs) for
the conservation of these species. Similar measures must be taken for
regularly occurring migratory species not listed in Annex l. Particular
attention is to be paid to the protection of wetlands and especially those of
intemational importance as laid down in the Ramsar Convention.

Member States must send the Commission information on the measures
they have adopted so that it can coordinate them with a view to establishing
a coherent network. In addition, Member States must take appropriate steps
to avoid pollution or deterioration of habitats both inside and outside special
protectnon areas (Article 4).

= Restrictions on sale

The sale of wild birds (including the transport, keeping and offering for sale)
is prohibited. The ban concerns live or dead birds and any readily
recognisable parts or derivatives of such birds.

Sale of the seven species of birds listed in Annex i part 1 is not prohibited
provided that the birds have been legally acquired (i.e. killed or captured).
The 19 other species listed in Annex lll part 2 (formerly ten species,
amended by directive 91/244/EEC) may be exempted from this prohibition by
Member States but they must first consult the Commission (Article 6).

= Hunting and killing

The 72 species listed in Annex |l may be hunted under national legislation
but Member States are to ensure that hunting does not jeopardise
conservation efforts. Annex Il of the directive is in two parts: the 24 species
in the first part may be hunted anywhere in EC territory whereas the 48




species in the second part may be hunted only in certain Member States
(indicated in the Annex). Whatever the case, the practice of hunting must
comply with the principles of wise use and ecologically balanced control of
the species of birds concemed. '

In particular, Member States are to ensure that species which may be hunted
are not hunted during the rearing season nor during the various stages of
reproduction. Migratory species which may be hunted are not to be hunted
during their period of reproduction or during their retum to their breeding
grounds (Article 7).

Annex [V of the directive lists certain methods of capturing and killing birds
(including snares, nets, poisoned bait, blind or mutitated live birds used as
decoys) and methods of hunting using means of transport (aircraft, motor
vehicles, boats) all of which are prohibited. The general principle is a ban on
the use of all means, arrangements or methods used for the targe-scale or
non-selective capture or killing of birds or capable of causing the local
disappearance of a species (Article 8).

[ Derogations

Member States may derogate from the provisions conceming the general
system of protection, sale, hunting and killing where there is no other
satistactory solution. Such derogations must be taken according to a
procedure and for reasons which are expressly defined irt Article 9 of the
directive. These reasons are:

* in the interests of public health and safety
* in the interests of air safety .

* to prevent serious damage to crops, livestock, forests.'ﬁsheries and
water

* for the protection of flora and fauna

* for the purposes of research and teaching, of re-populatidn and
re-introduction

* to permit, under strictly supervised conditions and on a selective basis,
the capture, keeping or otherjudcaous use of certain birds in small
numbers.

An annual report of the derogations authorised by the Member States must
be compiled by the latter and submitted to the Commission. The Commission
must at all times ensure that the consequences of these derogations are not
incompatible with the directive.




= The ORNIS Committee

A Comittee was set up In accordance with Article 16 of the Directive
to adapt the directive to technical and sclentific progress : the ORNIS
Camittee. It consists of representatives of Member States, most of
whan occupy positions within the nature conservation department of
thelr country’s Ministry of the Enviroment, and Is chaired by a
representative of DG X! at the Comnission. The Comrmittee meets at least
once a year to discuss problems encountered by the various countries In
Implementing the provisions of the directive and to consider possible
amencments to the directive (Article 16). In addition, this Camlittee
Is assisted In Its work by a sclentiflc working group made up of
experts fram the 12 EC countrles.

« Other measures

Member States are to encourage research and any work fequired for the
purpose of protection, management and use of birds (Article 10).

Every three years, Member States are to submit to the Commission a report
on the implementation of national provisions taken to comply with the

directive (Article 12).

Member States may introduce stricter protection measures than those
provided for under the directive (Article 14).




OTHER COMMMUNITY ASPECTS

= The FFH directive (Fauna, Flora and Habitats)

Within the framework of its Fourth Action Programme on the Environment
(1987 - 1992), the Commission drafted a proposal for a directive on the
protection of natural and semi-natural habitats and wild fauna and flora . In
view of the serious threats to the natural environment from intensive farming,
urbanisation, road building and hydraulic works, this new directive, adopted
by the Council on May 21 1992 , is a response to the urgent need to protect
habitats which are vital for the reproduction and sutvival of many species of
flora and fauna.

it is important to specify that the FFH directive complements directive

79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds and does not replace it.
Certain management measures for the FFH Directive’s Speclal Areas of
Conservation, as lald dowmn In Article 6 of this Directive, could

became applicable to the Speclal Protection Areas foreseen In Article 4

of the wild birds directive,. The habitats covered by the new directive

Include estuarles, marshes, salt meadows, bogs heathland, natural
grassiand and forests.

® TECHNICAL AND SCIENTIFIC WORK

The Commission's Directorate General (DG) Xl is in charge.of administering
directive 79/409/EEC and monttoring its implementation in the Member
States. In addition, it promotes .. applied research on a regular basis on
specific topics concething the protection of birds (see Annex 1 of this report).
Topics dealt with include population levels, the impact of hunting and
. migration routes within EC territory. The purpose of this research is to assess
the impact of measures adopted under the directive by Member States and
to determine what further steps are necessary to improve the situation.

The ORNIS Ommlttee has also addressed certaln blological concepts
contalned in directive 79/409/EEC such as :

@) Emlanaﬁonotmeconcept‘hldugaeeouruofoeononﬂcand
recreational requirements” (Article 2) in relation to the taking of
birds (by hunting and capture):

19 Directive S2M3/EEC ol 21/5/32 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wikd fauna
andfiors, 0.J. L 206 of 22.7.1992, p. 7
2) °  Reminderof Article 7 of the FFH directive:

: mmmmsmmmwaum“ww
mmmmnmdm4«)dmmmh
respect of areas classilied pursuant 10 Article 4 (1) or simiarly recognised under Aricle
4 (2) thersol, as from the date of implementation of this directive or the daze of classiication

‘ amuammmmmmuwamkm



The main conclusions from the general understanding of population
dynamics and the theory for the taking (hunting and capture) of migratory
birds are as follows. Low levels of taking are likely to have little effect on
spring population size. Moderate levels of taking are unlikely to cause
populations to decline but will reduce the size of the spring population. Very
high levels of taking will lead to a decline in populations, and for most
species the level of taking at which this will occur is unknown.

it is in the interest both of conservationists and hunters to ensure that bird
populations do not undergo long-term declines. Better data and modelling of
the population dynamics of sedentary and migratory birds subject to taking is
needed. in the absence of such information, high levels of taking should be
avoided.

() Meaning of the concept "during the rearing season nor during the
various stages of reproduction (and dependence)” (Atticle 7, para 4)

The entire rearing season is encompassed by the various stages of
reproduction and dependence.

Thus the perlod of reproduction and dependence begins when the nesting '
territory Is defended and ends when the young become Independent (see
Annex IV to this report).

(iii)) Meaning of the concept “during thelr period of reproduction or during
their retum to thelr rearing grounds™ (Article 7, para 4)

The entire period of reproduction is encompassed by the various stages of
teproduction and dependence i.e the period of reproduction and

dependence which has been defined for all species, whether migratory or
sedentary. '

The concept must therefore be taken to mean the period from the beginning
of the annual geographical migration towards the reproduction areas until the
end of the various stages of reproduction and dependence. For geese, these
stages are considered to end with the fledging of the young.

(iv) Explanatioh of the notion of “wise use™ (Atticle 7, para 4)

For species which may be hunted, the impact of hunting on ‘spring
populations is two-fold:

- a reduction of the population size
- a reduction of available habitats



A reduction in the size of spring poputations means:
- that the number of birds is lower than it would be if there were no
hunting
- or that the population reserve is smaller in size
- or that the emigration and colonisation potential is reduced

The latter two factors determine the ability of a species to adapt to a
changing environment. it is thus important for fauna management that the

impact of hunting be assessed in terms of the level of spring populations
surviving.

A reduction of available habitats occurs through two processes :
- the disturbance caused by hunting restricts the use of habitats where
hunting takes place
- more importantly, animals subjected to hunting have to cover greater

distances to escape hunting. This means that they cannot colonise
habitats with a relatively high human presence

Species with an unfavourable conservation status are those with some
populations declining within the Community or with very low population
levels. It is of course generally not advisable to subject such species to
hunting. In some cases, not for biological but for sociological reasons, it may
however be beneficial for the conservation status of a particular species to
keep hunting possible. :

The combined effects of a reduction in the population size (thus its potental
to colonise) and a reduction in available habitats make it necessary, in cases
where it is desired to continue hunting species with an unfavourable

conservation status, to compensate for the impact of hunting by positive
measures for habitat management.

These measures may be adopted within restoration plans which, because
the latter aim to improve the species’ overall potental to reproduce, colonise
and adapt to changes in the environment, must apply to all populations,
peripheral as well as central. Indeed, peripheral populations play a
particularly important role in the process through which species adapt to
changes in the environment. In the European context, this process is
fundamental. :

iv) Explanation of the covncept of “other judicious use”™
(Article 9, paragraph 1¢)

This concept is to include activities which make a vital contribution to
improving the efficiency of the general system for the protection of wild birds

Source: Working Document no. XI/189/91 of the Omis Committee



established by the directive. It may also include other use provided that this
does not jeopardise the general objectives of the directive and it may include
hunting using birds of prey in the context of talconry.

(vii) Explanation of the conceptof “small numbers™ (Article 9, paragraph 1¢)

Under Atticle 9, it is possible to derogate from the provisions of Articles 5, 6,
7 and 8 where there is no other satisfactory solution, particularly
(subparagraph (c)) in order to permit the capture, keeping or other judicious
use of certain birds. In this case, Atticle 9 stipulates that the derogations are
only to concemn “small numbers®. A method to determine a quantity has been
developed in order to fix a threshold below which the derogation is
automatically considered as meeting the requirements of the notion of “small
numbers”.

1) The notion of “small numbers® is necessatily relative. A size cannot be
small or farge except in relation to another size.

2) That said, the question then arises as to the size to which "small
numbers” are to be compared. Since all the cases of derogations
concemn the taking of birds i.e. an annual loss for the population
affected, the most appropriate solution is to compare the numbers
involved in this taking to the overall annual mortality, defined as the
sumofdeamsduetonaturalwusesandmmetaldng of birds under
Atticle 7 if applicable.

3) It is therefore proposed to fix the threshold of “small quantities® as a
given percentage of the total annual mortality of the population(s)
concemed by the derogation.

4) For sedentary species, poDulation concemed” means the population

) of the geographical region in which the derogation applies;
For migratory species, it means the population of the regions
from which the largest numbers of migratory birds come before passing
through the region where the derogation applies during the period the
latter is in force.

5) In order to determine an exact figure for the threshold, two approaches
are possible:

- the figure must be much lower, by at least an order of size,
than those figures characteristic of the taking of birds under
Article 7. A figure of 1% meets this condition.

1) p. 155, Rapport EUR 12835 (Information sur fapplication de Ia directive 79/409/CEE)
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- the taking must have a negligeable effect on the population
dynamics of the species concemed. A figure of 1% or less
meets this condition as the parameters of population dynamics
are seldom known to within less than one percentage point and
bird taking amounting to less than less than 1% can be ignored
from a mathematical point of view in model studies.

6) “Small numbers" should be considered as being any taking of less than
1% of the total annual mortality of the population concerned
(average value) for species which may not be hunted and any taking of
around 1% for species which may be hunted, it being understood
that conformity with Article 9 of the directive depends in any event
on compliance with the other provisions of the Article.

For takings exceeding these thresholds, an in-depth scientific analysis is
conducted by the competent authority which authorises the derogation. This
is in order to verify that the derogation is not incompatible with the objectives

of the directive. The results of this analysis are to be presented to the ORNIS
Committee.

« ACE

Under regulation (EEC) no. 1872/84 (of 28/6/84) on Action by the
Community relating to the Environment (ACE), the Community could grant
financial support for projects providing an incentive and aimed at maintaining
or re-establishing seriously threatened biotopes which are the habitat of

endangered species and are of particular importance to the Community
“(under directive 79/409/EEC).

To this end, the Community had earmarked a total budget of 6.5 million Ecus
and financial support from the Community for such a project could amount to

up to 50% of its total cost. This percentage was modified by regulation (EEC)

no. 2242/87 of 23/7/87 under which — in exceptional circumstances — the
financial support could be up to 75% of the total cost of the project provided
that it concemed biotopes which are the habitat of species threatened with

extinction in the Community. The total budget earmarked was increased to
24 million Ecus.

The ACE measures are closely linked to directive 79/409/EEC and they have

made it possible to maintain and re-establish a large number of important
biotopes for wild birds. ‘

n
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& ACNAT

Where nature conservation is concemed, the ACE measures were replaced
by Action by the Community relating to Nature Conservation (ACNAT) under
regulation (EEC) no. 3907/91 of 19/12/91. The Community has earmarked a
total budget of 50 million Ecus for ACNAT for a period of two years and may
grant financial suppott for projects aimed-at:

- maintaining or re-establishing biotopes which are the habitat of
endangered species or seriously threatened habitats of particular
importance to the Community, or at implementing measures to conserve
or re-establish endangered species

- maintaining or re-establishing types of natural habitat of Community
interest (e.g. marshes and salt meadows, dunes, steppes, stagnant
water, heathland, natural grassland, peatbogs and forests).

In normal circumstances, financial support from the Community for such
projects may be up to 50% of their cost and, in exceptional circumstances,
up to 75% provided that they concem:

- biotopes or habitats of species threatened with extinction in the EC

- habitats in danger of disappearance in the EC
- species threatened with extinction in the EC

Because of their wide scope, the ACNAT measures will significantly
contribute to the safeguardmg of habitats and the conservation of
endangered species in the EC

4

LIFE

on 21.6.92, In accordance with EEC Regulation 1973/92, a financial
instrunent for the Enviromment (LIFE) was established In order to
assist development and Implementation of Comunity enviromment policy
and legisliation. The Mbltat and nature protection chapter of LIFE,
which replaces ACNAT, aliows for funding of actions which help meet the
oblligations under Council Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC

Projects must be presented by the Mavber States and evaluated by the
Camittee set up under Directive 82/43/EEC; they must also be part of
the list of priority actions ellgible for LIFE funding a list which Is
publ Ished annually In the Officlal Journal of the European Camunlitles.



« The ORNIS database

The ORNIS database was set up by the ORNIS Committee in 1991. lts purpose
is 1o collect and provide the information necessary for implementing directive
79/409/EEC. The database brings together saentlﬁc and technical data

' concerming:

- poputation size and trends of the diftarent species of birds
- basic information on their habitats
- basic information on aspects dealing with time and space (physical
location) of their reproduction, migrafion and wintering

- data on the main impact of humans on their population dynamics
(deliberate taking).

This database will lead to a better understanding of species blology
and habitat ecology and will thus help to Increase sclentlfic knowledge

in this fleld (for further Information and the list of national
contacts see Annex Il of this report).

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION -

Besides directive 79/409/EEC, there are other intemational legal instruments
which play an important role in the protection of wild birds:

= The Ramsar Convention

The Convention on Wetlands of Intemational importance, known as the
Ramsar Convention, was signed on February-2 1971. it is based on the
principle that habitats of species of flora and fauna above all must be
protected. Wetlands are defined as being areas of marsh, fen, peatiand or

water, whether permanent or temporaty, with water that is static or flowing,
fresh, brackish or salt (Article 1).

Landdtamageanddevelopmentovermelastzb - 30 years have caused a
considerable reduction in the surface area of wetlands in Europe and

beyond. This situaﬂon prompted the dmfting of an international legal
instrument. .

Under the RamsarOonvecﬁon.e@coﬂxacﬁmpaﬂylSto designate, within
its national tenitory, wetiands of intemational impottance in terms of ecology,
botany, zoology, kmnology or hydrology, for inclusion in an Intemational List,.
in the first instance, wetiands of intemational importance to waterfowi at any
seasonshwldbedesignated(l\tﬁdem ﬂlecomtacﬁngpmﬂesmstalso

) mwd ma&wwbmbym Wm
ummammmmwmaamm;



endeavour to co-ordinate policies and regulations concerning the
conservation of wetlands and their flora and fauna (Article 5).

All the EC Member States except Luxembourg have ratified this Convention.
In the latter country, a Bill for. ratification was put before Parliament: on
December 6 1989.

¢ The Bonn Convention

The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals
(the Bonn Convention) was signed on June 23 1979. It concems not only
certain species of birds, but also certain species of (terrestrial and marine)
mammals, reptiles and fish.

The contracting parties recognise that the conservation and effective
management of migratory species of wild fauna require the concerted action
of all States within which these species spend any part of their life cycle.

Under the Convention, immediate protection is to be provided for migratory
species threatened with extinction (Article 3). Contracting parties must also
pay special attention to migratory species with an unfavourable conservation
status and individually or in cooperation take appropriate and necessary
steps to conserve such species and their habitats (Article 2). In addition, the
concluding of international agreements for the conservation and
management of such species is encouraged (Article 4). .

The Comunity and all Member States except Greece Aare partles to this
Conventlon.

& The Bern Convention

The Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural
‘Habitats, known as the Bern Convention, was signed on September 19
1979. It is based on the principle that wild flora and fauna constitute a natural
heritage which plays a vital role in maintaining biological balances. The
contracting parties recognise the importance of conserving wild flora and
fauna and their natural habitats, especially those species and habitats whose
conservation requires the cooperation of several States. Particular emphasis
is given to endangered and vulnerable (migratory) species (Atrticle 1).

1h§ Coomunity and all Marber States are parties to this Conventlion.

The EC, by virtue of Its exclusive Jurisdiction In the field of the
protection of birds, acts for the 12 Member States within the framework
of the two.above Conventlons.

On account of their contents, the three above-mentioned Conventions are
closely linked to directive 79/409/EEC. Although they do not exclusively
concern birds, their legal importance for the protection of wild bu'ds at
international level must be emphasised.

1) Chambmdosoéputés
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e MEASURES TAKEN BY«M EMBER.STATES we-=
O"‘-PROTECTSPAS' AND A 'BITATS Ol.!TSlDE SPAs
‘t,_" 991)“‘"' o :

| '«nz(:sa =

Article 3:

1.  ..Member States shall take the requisite measures to preserve, maintain
or re-establish a sufficient diversity and area of habltats for all the species
of btrds referred to tn Article 1.

2. The preservation, maintenance and re-establishment of blotopes and
habttats shall thclude primarily the followtng measures:

a creation of protected areas .
b upkeep and management tn accordance with the ecological needs
of habltats tnside and outside the protected zones

d re-establishment of destroyed biotopes
d) creation of biotopes
Article 4:

1.  The species mentioned in Annex 11 shall be the subfect of special
oconservation measures concerning thetr habttat tn order to ensure thetr
survival and reproduction tn thetr area of distribution N

In this connection, account shall be taken of:

a species in danger of extinction .

b) species vulnerable to specific changes in thetr habitat :

d species considered rare because of small populations or restricted
local distribution

d) other species requiring particular attertion for reasons of the
specific nature of their habitat

Trends and variations in population levels shall be taken into account as a
background for evaluations.

Member States shall dassify tn particular the most suitable territories tn
number and in size as special protection areas for the conservation of these
species, taking thto account thetr protection requtrements in the geographical
sea and land area where this dtrective applies.

2. Member States shall take stmilar measures for regulariy ooccurring migratory
species not listed th Annex I, beartng tn mind thetr need for protection tn
the geographical land and sea area where this directive applies, as regards
thetr breeding, moulting and wintering areas and staging posts along their
migration routes. To this end, Member States shall pay particular attention
to the protection of wetlands and particularly to wetlands of tnternational
importance.

1) See Annex 3 of this report



3. Member States shall send the Commission all relevant tnformation so that
tt may take appropriate inftiatives with a view to the coordination necessary
to ensure that the areas provded for th paragraphs 1 and 2 above form a

coherent whole which meets the protection requtremerits of these specles
tn the geographical land and sea area where this directive applies.

4. Inrespect of the protection areas referred to th paragraphs 1 and 2
above, Member States shall take appropriate steps to avold pollution or
deterioration of habttats or any disturbances qffecting the birds, tnh so far
as these would be significant having regard to the objectives of this
Artide. Outside these protection areas, Member States shall also strive to
avold pollution or deterioration of habttats.

The main measures taken by Member States since 1981 under the above-
mentioned Articles of the directive are presented on the following pages in a
country-by-country summary. Tables 1(i) and 1(ii) give an overview of SPAs

designated throughout the EC in 1991 and, by way of comparison, in 1986
(see also pages 113 and 114).

17



‘B’|- BELGITM

The Nature Conservation Acts of 12/7/73, is the main statutory instrument
enabling certain areas to be given protection status. in particular, it provides
for the possibility to create (and to subsidise) nature reserves, forestry
reserves and nature parks. For each of these three categories of
protection, the law imposes, in differing degrees, protection measures and
allows for the settmg up of management plans.

Legislation on physical planning and the conservation of monuments and
sites constitutes two other useful statutory instruments: the first provides in
particular for the possibility for certain parts of Belgian teritory to be set
aside for nature areas (zones naturelles) or for areas of scientific interest
(zones dintérét scientifique) when development plans: (sectoral plans) are
drawn up; the second enables certain sites to be classified for their scientific
value.

Since 1980, nature conservation, physical planning as well as monuments
and sites fall within the competence of the Regions. To a large extent, the
above-mentioned legislation remains common to the Regions even if since
1980, it has been somewhat amended or led to different measures of
application depending on the Regions.

It is clear that areas protected under this legislation have served as a
framework for the designation of SPAs by. the Regions. Following this, the
Regions have adopted a number of measures or implemented actions which

L

ensure better protection of SPAs, particularly of those areas not concemed

by the application of the above-mentioned legislation.

in Flanders

* an Order adopted by the Regional Executive on 4/12/91 carries the
obligatuonto make an official declaration for any alteration to the vegetation
in areas of biological value so that appropriate measures can be taken to
protect these areas. The areas concemed (marshes, oid pastures) include

areas which, because of their vegetation, provide a habitat for large

populations of birds during certain periods of the year.
*al munidpaléuthoﬁﬁeswere notified of the Order adopted by the Regional

Executive (17/10/88) designating the SPAs and they were requested to take
this into account in municipality management..

—

1) WmMMdethdchm
2) Plans daménagement du territoire
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* under the Protection of Surface Water Acts of 26/3/71, the Flemish
Department of the Environment has drawn up a surface water quality plan on
a trial basis in an area where an SPA is situated.

* an Order adopted by the Régional Executive on 23/3/89 stipulates that
environmental impact studies must be carried out prior to the undertaking of
work or activities, in particular in certain areas included in sector plans
(nature area, nature reserve, area of ecological value) as well as in Ramsar
sites and SPAs. This is especially directed at construction or alteration of
motorways, airports, leisure or tourist infrastructures, land regrouping and
land clearing projects and hydraufic works.

* in some SPAs, specific measures have been taken, such as requiring the
water table to be maintained at a certain level-or classifying the area as a
green area (zone verte). These areas have also been incorporated into a
recent project to draw up a plan of action entitied *main green structure®
(structure principale verte) for the Region of Flanders. The purpose is to
designate a structured set of land areas in which a more intensive policy of
nature conservation is to be implemented. The main structure will include
fourtypes of areas to be used for specific purposes:
core areas (zones noyaux) where nature conservation should be the
main function. These are relatively large natural areas or which
encompass a large number of small natural areas; -
- nature development areas (zones de développement de la nature)
where it is possible to implement a policy of developing or :
re-establishing natural areas. in these areas, nature conservation is
one function among others e.g. agricutture, forestry or outdoor leisure
activities;
link areas (zones de faison) which offer new opportunities for
migration, nesting and the protection of species which may recolonise
new or abandoned sites;
- buﬂerareas(zonestampon)wtud\areto protect core areas and
development areas against harmtul external influences (e.g.-air
poliution or a fall in surface water Ievels).

2|

The regional authorities have drawn up an initial inventory of core and
development areas.

in Wallonia

* in woodland areas under the forest regime (public forests) situated in SPAs,
conservation objectives, patticularly regarding birds, are integrated in forest

development plansz. For private landowners, afforestation or reforestation’

1 Wet op de bescherming van de oppedfisidewstersn
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from broad-leaved tree species is especially encouraged when it is caried
out in an SPA (5% increase in subsidy rate).

* maps showing the core areas and the peripheral areas for each SPA have
been sent to all the provinces, municipalities, institutions and administrative
services concemed to varying degrees by the development of rural areas.

* conservation requirements linked to SPA designation are taken into
account by the regional authority where authorisations are issued conceming
land and urban development, protection of surface water against poliution,
waste, noise abatement, non navigable water courses and wateringues. The
regional authority has requested municipal authorities and provinces to do
likewise.

* whenever a problem is reported in an SPA and especially in their core
areas, consultation meetings are held with all the interested parties so as to
maintain the biological interest of the site in question.

* contracts for studies amounting to 7.5 miillion FB have been negotiated for
six SPAs. The studies, involving censuses and ecological descriptions of
these SPAs have either been completed or are underway. They should
enable guidelines to be set up to determine measures to be taken in each
type of biotope. R

* a Decree adopted by the Regional Executive on 7/9/89, amending the
Nature Conservation Act, stipulates that now the designation of a site as a
nature reserve takes effect as soon as the Executive has notified the owner
of the site of its intention to do so. This is for a period of one year maximum

pending its final statutory designation as a reserve. This provision is

particutarly useful when, for example, it is necessary to urgently save a site
that is significant for the protection of birds.

* an Order adopted by the Regional Executive on 8/6/89 sets up a system of
protection for all wetlands the biological interest of which has been officially
recognised by the Minister in charge of Nature Conservation, following
advice from the National Nature Council.

In Germany, therearenoSPAsaswd:butmereare 117areasdes|gnated
in compliance with Article 4 of the directive.

—

1) Camlsmdohm '
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The amended Federal Nature Conservation Act: of 12/3/87 provides for six
different categories of protection areas:

— nature protection areas (Naturschutzgebiete)

- national parks (of which there.are four)

— countryside protection areas (Landschaftsschutzgebiete)

— nature parks

- natural monuments (Naturdenkmaler)

- protected features of the countryside (geschitzte Landschaftsbestandteile)

In general, important bird areas are protected under the classification “nature
protection area”. They are normally designated by way of decree adopted by
the regional State (Land) governments for the purpose of preserving
biocenoses or biotopas of species of wild flora and fauna, for scientific
reasons or because of their rarity, features or beauty.

Of the six types of protection area, nature protection areas benefit from the
strictest protection. Any activity which may destroy, damage or alter these
areas either wholly or in part or which may cause a constant nuisance is
prohibited. Futhermore, such areas are kept under regular surveillance.

Environmental protection associations play an important role in managing
nature protection areas in certain Linder. For example, the German
Association for the Protection of Birds: in Schleswig-Holstein and in Baden-
Wiirttemberg and the WWFs in Bremen. °

Such associations often own the protected areas. Some Linder (e.g.
. Bayem) grant subsidies of up to 50% of the purchase price to associations
- {(or municipalities) wishing to buy areas of land for conservation purposes.

Alongside these measures, there are also private nature reserves and
voluntary management agreements may be concluded between the State
and landowners. Under such a contract, the landowner undertakes to
implement certain measures or to refrain from certain activities. In exchange,
he is given compensation payment.

All the important bird areas have been classified and the resutts were published in
1983 in a book entitled £F - fuglebeskyttalsesomrider (EC Bird Protaction Areas).
The aim of this publication was to provide guidelines for decision-makers
responsible for ptanning and land use. A total of 111 Bird Protection Areas have
been designated, coveting 860.032 ha. of which 242.000 ha. (Le. 5.6% of the total
surace area of the country) are land areas and 718.000 ha. marine areas.

3  World Wide Fund for Nature
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The Conservation of Nature Act (Law no. 530 of 10/10/84, amended by Law no.
355 of 13/5/87) provides for four types of measures aimed at habitat protection:

i) general conservation of certain habitats and important features of the
countryside. This includes a ban on destruction and on land cuttivation and
drainage:

— natural lakes (with a surface area of more than 500 m?)

— all watercourses having a nature conservation interest (approximately
2/3 of all watercourses in Denmark) '

-~ bogs (of more than 5.000 m?

- salt meadows and salt marshes (of more than 3 ha)

- heaths (of more than § ha)

- protected strips along the whole coastline, along the banks of targer
watercourses, around larger lakes and around monuments.

In the above-mentioned areas, almost any alteration requires authorisation
from the nature conservation authorities. In general, the building of roads

and electricity pylons also require the approval of the nature conservation
authorities.

ii) land areas may be protected under an individual conservation order
(easement) which guarantees full compensation to any private owner in the
event of expropriation. Each individual conservation order consists of a set of
detailed rules designed espedcially for the particular area being protected

iii) certain marine areas may be protected under ministerial conservation
orders. :

iv) natural monuments and national landmarks

Under the Hunting and Wildlife Administration Act (no. 294) of 9/6/82, game
reserves may be created. In these areas, hunting and/or public access is
prohibited wholly or in part. However, game reserves do not benefit from any
habitat protection as such. In 1988, there were 82 such areas covering a
total surface area of 120.000 ha. :

in recent years, protection of the 111 SPAs has greatly improved:

* firstly, in order to protect wetland habitats designated as SPAs against
afforestation, the Ministry of the Environment has forbidden tree-planting except
in those areas selected for the purpose of protecting woodland birds.. -

* secondly, a monitoring programme of birds in Ramsar sites and SPAs
(1987-89) points to the fact that these areas fulfil their objectives to a very
large extent. Furthermore, the designations have largely prevented major
habitat changes within these areas. N

£
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In addition, Danish legislation on nature conservation has been strengthened.
The main measure related to bird habitats is the drafting of a new Nature
Protection Bill which is currently under discussion in the Danish Pariiament.
Under this Bill:

— the general rules defining types of nature protection area will be simplified
and amended so that all salt marshes, tidal meadows, heathland, bogs
and uncultivated, grass-covered areas including fresh meadows — of more

- than 2.500 m2 will be protected (i.e. no alteration or interference can
occur unless a special licence has been granted)

- the possibility of putting certain parts of territorial waters under a nature
conservation regime by a conservation order will be extended to the whole
of DenmarK's fishing teritory (Economic Zone). ‘

In 1989, a new Nature Management Act was adopted. Over the period
1989-94, 900 million DKR will be used for open landscape action projects
within four main categories: nature management, nature restoration, State
forest planting-and outdoor recreational activities.

A number of projects have already been selected and initiated. Many of them
will involve the restoration of various former wetlands.

In 1987, an Action Plan for the improvement of the Aquatic Environment was
adopted by the Danish Parliament. The aim is to reduce by 50% the total
amount of nitrogen and phosphate discharge into the environment within
3-5 years:To achieve this target, measures will be implemented at a total cost
of 12 billion DKR, in three principal areas: .

— faming: manure and dung must be used in a better way. Upper limits

for the amount of manure which may be spread per hectare of

- farmiand have been fixed. Compulsory vegetation cover of a certain
proportion of cultivated fields is required in order to prevent the run-off
of fertilisers during rainy winters.

— yurban areas: waste water treatment plants must be extended and
improved to cover mechanicalbiological and chemical treatment. An
upper limit of 8 mg N and 1.5 mg P per litre of waste water has been set
for the outlet from waste water treatment plants.

- industry: the treatment of waste water must be improved.

. Although the original aims have been modified since 1987, the Action Plan

has already led to an improvement in the aquatic environment in streams,
lakes, lagoons and the sea close to the coast.

In 1989, the National Forest and Nature Agency: drafted and published

Action Plans for conservation measures in land and marine areas. These

Action Plans set out basic ctiteria for actions to be taken and proposals for

1) Skov - og Naturstyrelsen



future protection initiatives to define high priority areas. An evaluation will
also be camied out to determine the most suitable protection measures.

In 1990, the National Forest and Nature Agency initiated the drafting of a
priority list of areas which are the most threatened and thus need protection
and management.

»E - SPAIN

Under Law 15/1975 on Protected Natural Areass, two types of protection
area may be established:

- Integral nature reserves of scientific interest (reservas integrales de
interés dientifico). These fall into three categories: botanical, zoological
or geological reserves according to the characteristics and value of the
area to be protected. Any activity which may cause destruction,
deterioration, alteration, disturbance or disfigurement of the biotopes
or biocenoses is prohibited. Use of these areas is strictly limited to the
pursuit of the scientific and research objectives which led to their
designation. There are 44 such areas.

— natural sites of national interest (paraje natural de interés nacional).
These are in general small areas. The use of such areas and
of the natural resources therein must be.compatible with the conservation
of those features of value which were the reason for the area
being designated. There are 18 such areas.

Under Law 4/1989 on the conservation of natural areas and of wild flora and

faunaz, several types of protection area may be established:

— nature parks (parques naturales). Within these areas, it is possible
to restrict the use of natural resources. Any use incompatible with the
conservation objectives is prohibited. Before an area can be designated
as a nature park, a management plan for its natural resources must be
drawn up and approved. The aims of such plans are to:

* define and indicate the conservation status of the natural resources
and ecosystems in the area

* determine the restrictions which must be imposed according to the
conservation status

* promote the implementation of measures to conserve, restore and
improve the area’s natural resources '

1) Loydocspamsnamabspm:ogados
2) Loydoconsomaondcbsos;nwsm&uabsydclalbmyiawsﬂnstms
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* formulate guidelines for sectoral policies and for the development of
socio-economic activities, so that they are compatible with the stated
requirements of the area.

There are some 60 such areas.

— national parks (parques nacionales) (of which there are nine)

— nature reserves (reservas naturales). Within these areas, the use of
natural resources is restricted except for cases where the use is
compatible with the conservation of the features of value to be protected.
The collecting of biological or geological material is prohibited except for
research and teaching purposes where it must be officially authorised. As
for nature parks, before an area can be designated as a nature reserve,

a management plan for its natural resources must be drafted and
approved.

-~ natural monuments (monumentos naturales)
— protected landscapes (paisajes protegidos)

in the five types of protection areas provided for in the 1989 Law, peripheral
protection (or buffer) areas may be established to prevent external factors
having an impact on the ecology and landscape.

Under the Hunting Act 1/1970s, the following may be established:

— national game refuges (refugios nacionales de caza) (by decree)
where, for biological or scientific reasons, it is necessary to ensure the
conservation of certain game species. Hunting is permianently prohlbtted
in such areas of which there are five.

- national game reserves (reservas nacionales de caza) of which there
are 25.

Habitats outside protected areas are generally managed by municipalities if
the land is publicty owned. In the case of private property, management is in
the hand of private persons. In some protected areas, there is a large part

made up of private property. Consequently, the latter plays an important role
in the conservation of natural areas in Spain.

Another important measure for habitat conservation was the Water Act,
adopted in 1985. Under previous legislation (the Cambd Act), the drainage of
wetlands and marsh areas was a priotity. The 1985 Act, on the other hand,
prohibits such activities and makes it compulsory to obtain formal
authorisation and to conduct an environmental impact assessment before
the undertaking of any activity which may alter wetiands.

1) Ley 1/1970 de caza



In addition, a number of regions (Comunidades Autonomas) have begun work
to improve conditions in their protection areas. The most striking example is
Andalucia which with the help of a large budget, has implemented a spedial
regeneration plan for its wetlands including las Salinas del Cabo de Gata,
rAlbufera de Adra and the wetlands south of Cordoba.

Similarly, Catalufia has begun improvements in its forest areas and has
implemented a plan to regenerate the Delta de lEbro. Two other regions have
drawn up plans to re-establish habitats: the Balearics where the authorities
are trying to improve the management of l'Albufera des Grao and Galicia
where work on the regeneration of the mouth of the river Mifio (on the Spanish
side) has yielded substantial improvements. Local authorities (municipalities) in
this region are making efforts to protect “rias”, estuaries and beaches.

Regeneration plans have been drawn up for wetlands in the regions of
Castilla-La Mancha and Castilla-Leon as well as in the National Parks of
Donana and Daimiel. In the region of Valencia, management plans have
been set up in the Marjal de Pego-Oliva and in the Albufera.

in 1981, a list of 118 areas of particular ecological interest or of importance
for flora or fauna was prepared by the Fauna and Flora Secretanata (of the
National Museum for Natural Historyz).

This list serves as a reference and constitutes the scientific basis for
designating special protection areas. For eéach of these areas, information is
included on the municipalities concerned, the classification of the area,
species of birds involved, current and future developments, particular threats
and specific features. In 1991, the list was updated and completed.

A) A wide range of measures provides for habitat protection according to the
objectives established in the different types of area:

l for which ible (by legislation
and regulanons)

- nature reserves (réserves naturelles). The objective is to protect
certain exceptional natural areas and elements of fauna and ﬂora.
in all, 106 cover 110.000 ha.

Areas qualified as integral reserves (réserves intégrales) can exist where all
human activity may be forbidden in the interest of science. Upon the initiative
of private tandowners, some land may be classiﬁed as voluntary nature
reserves (réserves naturelles volontaires) for a six-year period (renewable).

1)  Secrétariat de la Faune et de la Flore
2) Museum Nationale de fHistoire Naturelie



national parks (parcs nationaux) which comprise a central area in
which human activities are strictly regulated, if not forbidden. The aim
is to ensure protection of exceptional natural sites. There are six such
parks covering 345.000 ha. Around the parks, a pre-park or peripheral
area has been defined and is subject to a rural development plan..

classified and listed sites (sites classés et sites inscrits). The
objective is to protect landscapes or certain natural monuments.

biotope protection orders (arrétés de protection de biotopes) adopted

locally on the initiative of the Prefects for the preservation of limited
areas.

T r h | ntati ) fal
1 lativ | { 1] il
bodies:

regional nature parks (parcs naturels régionaux), numbering 27 and
covering 4.100.000 ha, enable contractual work to be undertaken to
preserve species, the natural environment and landscapes

land purchased by the Coast and Lakeshore COnsetvanon Agencyz:
34.675 ha cover 456 km of shore

land purchased by the Depanmentai Tax on Green Spacess for
conservation purposes: 12.000 ha purchased to date

State biological reserves (réserves biologiques domaniales) situated
in forests managed by the National Forestry Office« - 8.279 ha)

land purchased and managed by private foundations (Foundation for
the Preservation of Wild Faunas, Regional Site Conservation Agenciess
etc. - 10.000 ha)

B) In addition, for the protection of species, there exists a vast network of
game reserves (réserves de chasse) (11.000 reserves covering 851 km of
coastline, 2.346 km of waterways representing 1.838.742 ha of land) in
which hunting is forbidden. This tand is classified in the following categories
according to its importance (depending on the species to be protected and
the measures planned):

national game reserves (réserves nationales de chasse) (representing
large areas from 3.000 to 5.000 ha for the preservation and
reconstitution of rare or threatened species)

Fonddmpowhsumudodohhuw sauvage
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—  marine game reserves (réserves de chasse maritimes) The aim is to
ensure resting and stop-over areas for migrating birds

—  river game reserves (réserves de chasse fluviales)

— game reserves in State forests (réserves de chasse en forét domaniake)

-~ game reserves (réserves de chasse) approved locally upon request by
private landowners or by recognised municipal hunting associations.

In a circular issued on 30/4/87, the Ministry of the Environment requested all
Prefects to set up files on all areas within their Department which could be
classified as protection areas -~ under management agreements rather than
by means of new legal instruments.

Framework Law No. 1650 of 16/10/86 contains an important chapter on the
conservation of nature and landscape. The Law provides for more effective
management -of protection areas and gives new responsibilities to the
Ministry of the Environment regarding habitat protection.

The Law provides for the classification of protection areas into five categories:

- areas of absolute protection

- areas for the conservation of nature -

— national parks : .

— protected natural formations, protected landscapes and protected
aesthetic elements

- areas for ecodevelopment

This new classification simplifies the old system but since the Law 1650.has .

not yet been fully implemented, the classification of some' protection areas
under the old system is still being used:
— national parks
— aesthetic forests
— natural monuments
— hunting reserves (permanent)
— controlied hunting grounds (indefinite period)
- game farms
- areas where hunting tsprohibrted for a restricted period of time
(3 to 10 years)
- landscapes of particular beauty
- protected monuments and historic places - ‘
- areas protected under the Ramsar or the Batcelona Convemlons

In addition, under Law 360/1976 on envuronmental and physical planning
issues, a number of areas of particular mportanoe for the survival of rare
species have been designated as protected areas.”




The protection of wild birds' biotopes is regulated by Joint Ministerial
Decision (JMD) no. 414985 of 29/11/85:. The following are prohibited:

— the use of agricultural chemicals which are not on the market

— pollution of wetland biotopes With poisons or industrial effluents

- the camrying out of work or works which may disturb the ecological
balance of protected areas without the prior approval of the Ministry of
Agriculture.

Areas in which special measures are required for the management and use of
their natural resources may be identified and defined by ministerial decision..
Measures must thus be established in order to protect and ensure the
conservation of species which are threatened with extinction, which are
sensitive to any deterioration in their biotopes, which are rare owing to their
small populations or their restricted area of distribution or which require special
protection as a resutt of the specific character of their biotope.

Wetland biotdpes and particularly those which have been designéted of
international importance under the Ramsar Convention, are areas which
require special protection.

Conceming biotopes of exceptional importance, the Prefects (Nomarchs)
may impose by decision special restrictions on grazing during the period of
reproduction or may forbid land reclamation or the felling or thinning of trees
in order to preserve suitable conditions for the nesting and reproduction of
the species listed in Annex | of the JMD (which is identical to Annex { of the
directive 79/409/EEC, first version).

Under the JMD, a considerable number of areas have been identified and
designated as non-hunting grounds for a period of three to ten years.

In ltaly, the different types of protection areas are:

~ national parks (of which there are five)

- regional parks ,

-~ marine reserves including the coastline (designated by the State)

~— nature reserves (created under decree no. 448 of 13/3/76). Nature
reserves may be designated by the State (by ministerial decree) or
by regional authorities. All natural resources are protected therein.

1) Mmhﬂn“mw«dd%ﬂdsﬂ&ydwm Manistry of National
2) Ministry of Agriculture
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In addition, under Law 968/77,, the regions and local authorities (province
and municipalities) may designate (i) protection areas (oasi/ di protezione)
for the refuge, reproduction and resting of wild fauna and (ii) restocking
and capture areas for the reproduction of game species.

Similarly, zoological reserves or restocking areas in which birds are
protected may be established under regional laws.

To ensure that action is taken at local level to conserve habitats. local
authorities are obliged to draw up land-use plans which take nature
conservation into account.

Within the national parks, no activities or development is permitted except
grazing, forestry and limited farming. Development is prohibited on private

and public property unless special official authorisation with rigid restrictions

is obtained beforehand. National parks are kept under permanent
surveillance. -

National and regional nature reserves and marine reserves benefit from a
similar degree of protection to that given to national parks but some
concessions are nevertheless possible (for example intensive farming). The
environment cannot be altered and any damage caused must be repaired.

Legislation on protection areas will be re-enacted under a framework law on

nature reserves and parks. A bill is currently under deliberation in
Parliament. :

4 - IRELAND

Protection measures required by Directive 79/409/EEC are implemented
under the Wildlife Act (1976) and orders and regulations made under it. The
National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Office of Public Works is the
national authority responsible for the administration of the Act.

Under this Act, it is forbidden to pick, cut, uproot or take specimens of
protected flora or destroy or interfere with their habitats except under licence.
The conservation of representative types of ecosystems is one of the most
important requirements of the Act.

Statutory protection has been given to representative types of ecosystems in
Ireland. These are:

1) Legge 27/12/77: Principi generali e dispasizioni per 1a protezions e (a tutela dolla fauna o
disciplina della caccia

30



— nature reserves: 71 have been established of which 64 are State-
owned, seven are either privately owned or are held in joint ownership
of the State and private interests. The network of reserves covers bird
sites, peatlands, grasslands, sand dune systems, fens, coastal
heathlands, limestone pavéments and marine areas. (A further ten
nature reserves are held by NGOs but these do not have statutory

recognition)

— refuges for fauna: seven have been established. These are areas
where particular species of fauna are afforded special protection

- wildfowl sanctuaries: there are 68 such areas. These are areas where
shooting is prohibited all year round

- management agreements: six such agreements have been reached
and are in operation. These agreements ensure that the landowner on
payment of an agreed sum will manage his land in such a way as to
ensure that the habitat in question is protected

— land acquisition: the State has an ongoing acquisition programme for
rare and threatened habitats so that the highest level of protection
can be afforded to them as nature reserves under the Wildlife Act 1976.

Concerning SPAs, it is prohibited under the 1985 Regulations to cause

pollution or deterioration of the habitats concemed or any disturbance which

might be harmful to the species listed in Annex | of the directive. In particutar,

it is prohibited to leave in any part of an SPA:

- organic matter

- rubble, scrap metal, glass, paper or other waste materials

— any deleterious substance i.e. any substance (including explosive
substances) which, if discharged into an SPA, might cause death or injury
to species of flora and fauna or might damage or destroy species of fauna
and flora and their habitat —~ including household and industrial waste,
slurry and other animal excrement, bilge water, oil etc.

These provisions do not cover changes in tand use. However, most of those
SPAs classified to date are owned by the National Parks and Wildlife Service
and the others, although privately owned, are uninhabited islands.

Protection of habitats is also achieved through other legistation:

— national parks: five have been established to date all of which conform
to IUCN: criteria category Il. Within the national parks, the only

1) hxomatimalUnbnlorﬂwComendMnuadMR”qm -



developments permitted are visitors tacilities and visitor access
compatible with conservation requirements

— areas of scientific interest: lreland has identified about 1.600 ASls.
These do not have any statutory basis in their own right at
present but a large number of local authorities seek to protect them by
including them in their own County Development Plans and setting
goals for their conservation. Planning legislation then applies.

Under Article 19 of Council Regulation 797/85, a pilot scheme for the
protection of environmentally sensitive areas (ESAs) has been set up in
two areas. The objective of the scheme is to contribute towards the
introduction or maintenance of farming practices compatible with the
requirements of the environment and natural resources or the requirements
of the maintenance of the tandscape and the countryside.

The Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources Act of 11/8/821 provides
for the protection of natural environments. Following a classification
procedure, parts of national tertitory may be designated &s protection areas
(zones protégées) in order to ensure the preservation of biotopes of scientific
interest and the protection of landscapes and natural monuments. In
Luxembourg, the protection area is the only possible category of protection.

Conceming habitats outside protection areas, it is prohibited under this Act to

clear woodlands, to alter or to reduce biotopes such as reed beds, ponds

and other wetlands, hedgerows and scrub. The Act also provides for
protection for river bank and lakeshore vegetation. Any construction in a
green area (zone verte — i.e. situated outside areas earmarked for
urbanisation under development plans: approved by the Minister) must be

subject to a decision taken by the Ministry of Physical Planning and
Environments

me.mamdmmmmammw
Environment has been pursuing a policy of land purchase. Biotopes of value
are thus saved from the threat of alteration. The Ministry grants subsidies t0
the Luxembourg Association for-the Study and Protection of Birds: of up to
50% on the purchase of natural habitats which the latter wishes to acquire
for biotope conservation.

g wmhmakmadcmm ’
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The Ministry of Water and Forests: drew up a list of sites which may be
classified as national or regional nature reserves. This list was included in
the General Declaration of intention (GDI)2 of 24/4/81 concerning the partial
development plan for the na:ural environment. The list comprises 98 sites:

— 11 woodland areas

— 60 wetlands

- 11 dry grasslands

— 16 other reserves (peat bogs, heathland etc.)

in most cases, the sites are small (S to 10 ha on average) surrounded by a
buffer area of farmland or woodland. These sites are of interest in terms of
their fauna or flora.

in 1989-90, the Ministry of Physical Planning and Environment revised and
redefined the GDI list and a total of 137 sites were identified:

— 20 woodland areas

- 81 wetlands

— 13 dry grasslands

— 23 other habitats

So far, on the basis of these two versions of the list, nine sites have been
classified as protection areas (the first two in 1986). The classification
procedure has been started for 35 others. Sites included in this flist cover a
total surface area of 21.700 ha (i.e., including buffer areas, 8.3% of the
country’s surface area).

Under the 11/8/82 Act, the following actwmes may be prohibited within a
protection area:

- removing plants

- driving vehicles

— building

— applying pesticides

- altering the use of the land

— excavating, extracting materials, moving the earth or using the water.
Increasingly, the Ministry is contracting out to environmental protection
associations the management of protection areas and land purchased for
conservation purposes. Management plans list the measures to be taken. In
the case of the nine protection areas already classified, management plans
have been or are currently being drawn up.

The three areas listed in the inventory of areas of major interest for the
conservation of wild birds in the ECs (SFF3 forms) are currently being
reassessed in greater detail and seven areas have provisionally been
identified.

1)  Ministére des Eaux et des Foréts
2) Déclaration dintention Générale
3) Zoncsdogmnduémmlamvdmdcsmwwrshcs
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NL|- NETHERLANDS

Under the 1967 Nature Conservation Acti, two types of protected areas may

be designated in the Netherlands:

- State nature monuments (Staatsnatuurmonumenten). These are
State-owned and cover about 200.000 ha.2

-~  protected nature monuments (beschenmde natuurmonumenten),
which are not State-owned and cover about 24.000 ha.»

Under this Act, no activity which may damage the environment within these
two types of designated areas may be undertaken uniess authorised by the
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries or unless they
form part of a management plan drawn up by that Ministry. There is a
general ban on poliuting the area and on removing, cutting, gatheting or

taldngawayanyphm.ﬂowarorbwlchandondsmﬁng taking or kilkng
wild fauna. -

Apart from these nature monuments deslgnated under the Nature
Conservation Act, there are other categories of protected areas:

* approximately 150.000 ha are owned and managed by private
organisations (purchase and management are subsidised by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries). Management plans
including an ecological description exist for most of these areas.

* moreover, there are a number of national parks (nationale parken), so-
called major areas of outstanding natural interest (grote eenheden
natuurgebieden) and areas managed under the Policy Document on
Agricutture and Nature Conservation (Relahenota) the latter mainly intended
for the protection of meadow birds.

A drait Flora and Fauna Bill of December 1987s (aiming at integratrating the
Bird Protection Act, the Hunting Act, chapter V — dealing with flora and fauna
- of the Nature Conservation Act, and the various regulations conceming
trade in endangered fiora and tauna) proposes & new categorty of protected
area: the protected habitat. This is defined as an area of vital importance in

uscapadtyasahabwatbtaparﬁauafspeues.mmmmmu
be responsible for designating such areas.

Theioﬂowcmmemmpleso(measmeswﬁdzmmnmnmmm
pollubonandhabitatdetetiombonwmnsm

1)  Natuurbeschermingswet
2) Endof 1991 ‘
3) Flora- en Faunawet
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The main objective of the management plan drawn up for Mariapeel, is the
regeneration of the peat bogs in this area and thus the conservation and
restoration of its original omithological value. Other plans being drafted are
aimed at restoring the agricultural area around Mariapeel so as to improve its
hydrological and ecological state.

Certain management measures have been taken to maintain the water level
in the peat bogs of the Groote Peel. In addition, specific measures have
been taken to conserve the populations of Grus grus: sensitive areas have
been fenced off and restrictions have been placed on hunting within and
around the Groote Peel. A number of studies have shown that land drainage
and irrigation in a 2.000 m wide agricultural belt around the Groote Peel may
harm the ecological value of this SPA. The Dutch government has therefore
decided to prohibit drainage, ifigation and groundwater extraction unless a
special licence is obtained from the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature
Management and Fisheries. As in the case of Mariapeel, there will be the
possibility to restore the agricultural area around the Groote Peel.

In order to halt the increasing eutrophication of the Naardermeer due to the
influx of poor quality water, a water treatment plant has been installed with
the help of a government grant of NLG 4.2 million.

in the Weerribben, one-year contracts have been concluded between the
State and farmers providing for a mowing limit in order to protect birds.
Under these contracts, farmers undertake not to mow before June 15. This
measure may aiso be introduced in areas where management agreements
have been established (under the 1988 Regulation on management
agreements:). A management plan has been drawn up for this SPA.

In order to prevent poliution or deterioration of habitats outside SPAs, the
following measures have been or will be taken:

— purchase of land of value for the conservation of birds

- eflorts to make farming practices compatible with conservation objecuves
in areas of major interest for birds

- promotion of optimal management of water quality in terms of nature
and landscape conservation. The Water Management Acts, the
Surface Water Pollution Acts, the Groundwater Act« and the Soil
Protection Acts constitute the legal framework for a system of water
management compatible with the ecological function of a particular habitat

-~ conservation of particular features of the landscape in rural areas with the
possibility of grants being made available by national, provincial and
municipal authorities

1) Rogo&agBohoasovaroankomslm 1888
2) Wotmdomrhwshoudng

3) Wet verontreiniging opperviaitewater
4) Grondwaterwet

5) Wet bodembescherming



— combatting acidification and eutrophication of important bird habitats
by greater use of legal instruments: the Fertiliser Acts, the Soil
Protection Actz, the Nuisance Acts and the Atmospheric Pollution Acta.

The Dutch government has formulated a Nature Policy Plan
(Natuurbeleidsplan), published in 1990, which aims at the sustainable
conservation, rehabilitation and development of nature, wildlife and
landscape. Part of this plan is the setfing up of a national ecological network
(ecologische hoofdstructuur), i.e. a network of areas which will constitute a
lasting basis for safeguarding nationally and intemationally important species
and ecosystems. This structure consists of core areas, nature development
areas and ecological corridors.

in addition to the Nature Policy Plan, the govemnment has drawn up a
number of other plans which are important for bird conservation, such as the
Agricultural Structure Memorandum (Structuumota Landbouw) and the
Multiyear Crop Protection Plan (Meerjarenprogramma Gewasbescherming).
The latter aims at a sharp reduction of the use of pesticides.

- PORTUGAL

Under Decree-Law 613/76 of 27/7/76, the following types of protection area

may be established by the National Department of Parks, Reserves and

Nature Conservation (SNPRCNs —~ wtthln _the Ministry of Environment and

Natural Resources): .

-- total nature reserves. All aspects of nature are protected therein.
No development is allowed. Any activity which may alter the
- dynamics of the ecosystems is prohibited. The presence of
human beings is authorised for administrative and scientific
purposes only

- partial nature reserves. These are established to preserve certain
well-defined elements of flora and fauna, soil, geology or water resources.
Adequate precautions are taken to enable their protection, scientific study
and use. Partial nature reserves may therefore constitute biological,
botanical, zoological, geological, aquatic or marine nature reserves

- national parks _

- protected landscapes

- classified places/sites

- nature parks. These are areas of fand regutated with the aim of,
amongst other things, nature conservation and landscape protection.
They may be made up of private or public property.

-—

1) Meststoffwet

2) Wetbodembescherming

3) Hinderwet

4) Wetinzake

5) wmapmnmomamam
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The SNPRCN can also designate other types of areas with a view to
maintaining the biological balance of the countryside:

— areas of special ecological interest. These are areas of great
ecological value in terms of productivity, nature or the quality of their
products. They must maintain the capacity to restore natural resources,
thus guaranteeing the biological balance of the surrounding countryside

—~ special agricuttural or forestry areas. In these areas, agricuttural
and forestry developments must guarantee the ecological balance of
the surrounding countryside

— rundown areas to be re-established. These are areas where the soil
or the vegetation has been destroyed, necessitating special measures
to re-establish them

The SNPRCN determines the designation, the classification and the
management of all the above-mentioned protection areas. In addition, it is
responsible for the management of habitats outside protection areas and for
providing finance for them.

The other types of protection area are:

— bird sanctuaries. These are areas that are well-suited for the resting,
breeding or migration of one or more bird species. Within the sanctuaries,
the main objective is to preserve natural conditions

- omithological areas to be re-established. These are sites which, in the past,
were suitable for the resting, breeding or migration of one or more bird species
and which require special measures to re-establish them.

The latter two types of protection areas are set up upon the initiative of the
owner of a site that is suitable for such a purpose or the SNPRCN. In each
case, an agreement is concluded between both parties. The owner is
responsible for the management of these areas but it must be in accordance
with regulations established by the SNPRCN with local circumstances being
taken into account.

The Decree-Law no. 75/91 of 14/2/91 sets out measures for the protection of
habitats of wild birds which occur on Portuguese tertitory: the most suitable
territories in number and in size must be classified as special protection
areas, established by Decree-Law, for the protection of 152 species of birds
ﬁstadmAnnexlofﬂ\eaboveqnenhonedDme{aw(allofwhidtareﬁsted
in Annex | of the directive, as amended on 6/3/81).




UK|- UONITED KINGDOM

in Great Britain, the most important types of protection for bird habitats are:

- sites of special scientific interest (SSSis). The SSSI system is the
basis for habitat protection in England, Wales and Scotland. Set up
by the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act (1949), the
protection of SSSls was reinforced by the Wildlife and Countryside Act
of 1981.

Under the latter Act, the Nature Conservancy Council (NCC - a public
scientific advisory bodys) must identify SSSis on the basis of their flora,
fauna or geological or physiographical teatures. The NCC must then notify
local planning authorities in whose temitory the site is situated, every owner
. and occupier of land within such a site and the Department of the
Environment. The NCC is also obliged to notify the owners and occupiers of
any operations likely to damage the flora and fauna or other features of the
site (potentially damaging operations or PDOs). Owners and occupiers must
inform the NCC of any intention on their part to undertake any of these
operations so that the NCC's agreement can be sought.

The principal means of protection for these areas is a negotiated
management agreement under which the owners or the occupiers of the land
receive financial compensation from the NCC in retum for their commitment
not to camy out the PDOs or, where appropriate, a commitment to manage
the land as a national nature reserve (see below) in association with. the
NCC. For example, during the financial year 1988-89, some £7.3 million
were spent on management agreements to safeguard the conservation value
of the areas. 8% of Great Britain is covered by the SSSI system which
includes 5.400 sites most of which are in the hands of private landowners.
The 1981 Act also provides for other types of protection measure:

- the nature conservation order (NCO), which is made by the appropriate
territorial environment Minister after consultation with the NCC to protect
fauna, flora or other features of national importance against PDOs.
However, if the NCC does not succeed in concluding a management
agreement with owners and occupiers or in purchasing the tand in
question under a compulsory purchase order (CPO), then a nature
conservation order will not protect a site beyond a twelve month period.
Since 1981, more than 40 NCOs have been made, thus fadilitating
coopetabonbetweenowne:sandocwptetsonmemeonehandand
the NCC on the other.

1) WmcfloctltunMI 1991, :hoNCCmnpboodhEagland. Ww“Wby
English Nature, the Countryside Coundll for Wales and the Nature Conservancy Councll
Scotiand (NCCS) respectively. From Apill 1- mz.mm.mmbysmnm
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- marine nature reserves (MNRs). These are managed by the NCC
for the purposes of conserving or studying marine flora, fauna or
other features of special interest in the area. By 1988, only one MNR
had been created.

— areas of special protection for birds. Such areas may be established by
Orders made with the Department of the Environment after consuttation
with owners and occupiers.

Other possible types of habitat protection (not under the 1981 Act) are:

- national nature reserves (NNRs). The NCC can establish NNRs on
land owned by itself o, following the conclusion of a Nature Reserve
Agreement, by voluntary conservation bodies (such as the RSPB:) or any
other private landowner or occupiet. There are at present more than 200
NNRs, covering some 150 000 ha. (The creation of NNRs is provided for
in the 1949 Act). In addition, local authorities may make by-laws to
protect NNRs from damaging activities by a third party.

- local nature reserves (LNRs). The local planning authorities may
designate LNRs on land belonging to them and may manage itin
association with the NCC. (This measure is also provided for in the 1949
Act). As for NNRs, local authorities may make by-taws to protect LNRs
from damaging activities by a third party.

- environmentally sensitive areas (ESAs). ESAs may be designated
under Article 19 of Council Regutation 797/85 (transposed into UK taw by
the 1986 Agricuttural Act). The ESA system is voluntary (based on
management agreements with farmers) and is designed to encourage

- farmers, in certain selected areas, to manage their land in ways which will
protect its scenic and wildiife value. The primary focus is on farming
methods.

The system which is planned to run for five years at a cost of about
£12 million, is being monitored to evaluate its benefits in terms of flora and
fauna protection.

— national parks

The different territorial Environment Ministriesz are responsible for
designating SPAs. To provide protection for SPAs, their designation is linked
to the NCC's programme for notifying and renotifying SSSls. Before an area
can be designated as an SPA, it must first be notified as an SSS! to secure
the legal protection given by the provisions of the 1981 Act. Each SSSI or
part SSSI may then be proposed to the appropriate teritorial environment
Ministry for designation as an SPA.

1)  Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
25 demm Wo&hdra(Waht)“mWa
Environment Department (Scotland)
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The Wildlife and Countryside (Amendment) Act of 1985 further increased
statutory protection afforded to SSSis. Previously, there was a period of
notice between the NCC identifying the site and the site being given legal
protection. During this period, there was a risk of damage. Under the 1985
Act, the period of notice was dbolished and sites are protected as soon as
the NCC notifies owners, occupiers and local planning authorities.

Other important legal instruments regarding SPAs are the circular 27/87
issued by the Department of the Environment (England), the circular 52/87
issued by the Welsh Office (Wales) and the circulars 1/81 and 13/91 issued
by the Scottish Office Environment Department (Scotland). These circutars
were transmitted to local planning authorities in the respective regions and
the aim was to clarify SPA protection in the different regions.

in 1991, the RSPB embarked on a programme of preparing Habitat Action
Plans for all the major ecosystems in the United Kingdom. Priority is given to
the most threatened ecosystems which are of great value to birds. The aim
of these plans is to identify and implement conservation actions in the areas
of policy and legistation, land acquisition and management, site protection,
casework and advisory efforts. In addition, each plan must evaluate the
importance of the ecosystems to nature conservation.

in Northern lreland, legisiation broadly similar to the Wildlife & Countryside
Act is found in the Nature Conservation and Amenity Lands Order and the
Wildlite Order (both of 1985); both are administered by the Department of the
Environment for Northem Ireland (DOE/NI). The types of protection for bird
habitats are:

—_areas of special scientific interest (ASSIs). These compare with SSSls
in Great Britain.

-~ marine nature reserves (MNRs). Provision for MNRs is virtually identical
to that in GB. .

- wildlife refuges. They are similar to areas of special protection for birds
in GB.

— national nature reserves (NNRs). They are almost identical to those
provided for in GB. ‘

- environmentally sensttive areas (ESAs). They are designated by the
Department of Agriculture for Northem Ireland with advice from DOE/MNL.
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TABLE 1 (i)

[AREASH
nmngf:_ggmuwssz“‘”

o X TR i R e

MS no.of SPAs total surface area surface area year of
of SPAs per MS (ha) of MS (ha) designation
B - | - 3.051.810 -
D* 117 ++290.998,60 24.870.930 ‘83
DK 1 +960.092 4.308.000 ‘83
E joined the EC on 1/1/86
F 20 151.970 54.396.460 ‘86
G - - 13.195.700 -
- - - 30.127.810 -
IRL 16 §3664 6.889.460 ‘86
L - - 258.640 -
NL 5 7690 4.186.300 ‘86
P joined the EC on 1/1/86 )
UK 21 37389.70' 24.411.100 '82/85r86
Total: 309 1.451.804,30 225.349.710

areas and 718.000 ha are marine areas

183.080 ha

of the 960.092 ha of SPAs in Denmark, 242.000 ha are {and

of the 290.998,60 ha of SPAs in Germany, the Wadden sea covers

in Germany, the SPAs are not classified under that name but 117 areas
have been designated in comphance with Article 4 of the directive.
A large number of them are classified as nature reserves

(Naturschutzgebiete )

Co. Clare and Hom Head, Co. Donegal)

this does not include cliff faces (i.e. the two SPAs: The Clifs of Moher,
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TABLE 1 (ii)

MS no. of SPAs total surface area surface area year of
of SPAs per MS (ha) of MS (ha) designation

B 36 431.306 3.051.810 ‘88789
D* 117 ++290.998,60 24.870.930 ‘83
DK 111 +960.092 4.308.000 ‘83
E 135 2.324.895,75 50.479.000 ‘88/'90
F 61 519.741 54.396.460 86,88/
_ ‘90
G 26 191.637 13195700  '87/89
l 74 310.378 30.127.810 ‘88
IRL 20 §5548 6.889.460 ‘86790
L 356,06 258.640 . '87/88r89
NL 52.865 4.186.300 °'86/88r89/
‘ ‘90

P 34 318.872 9.174.500 ‘88789 -
UK 40 128.847,10 24.411.100 °'82/85r86/
‘87/88r89/
‘90

Total: 667 5.535.536,51 225.349.710

of the 860.092 ha of SPAs in Denmark, 242.000 ha are land

areas and 718.000 ha are marine areas

++ of the 290.998,60 ha of SPAs in Germany, the Wadden Sea covers
183.080 ha

*  in Gemany, the SPAs are not classified under that name, but 117 areas
have been designated in compliance with Article 4 of the directive.
A large number of them are classified as nature reserves
(Naturschutzgebiete ).

§ this does not include cliff faces (i.e. the two SPAs The Clitfs of Moher,
Co. Clare and Hom Head, Co. Donegal)



 ~:SPECIAL MEASURES TAKEN BY MEMBER STATES
seics WITHINTHEIGENERAL'SYSTEM: -«
1E ORWILDBIRDS "~

The general system of protection is laid down by Article 5:

Article 5:

-...Member States shall take the requisite measures to establish a general
system of protection for all species of btrds referred to tn Article 1, prohibiting

tn particular:

a deliberate killing or capture by any method

b) deliberate destruction of. or damage to. their nests and eggs or
removal of their nests

d taking their eggs tn the wild and keeptng these eggs even {f empty

deliberate disturbance of these birds particularly during the period
of breeding and reartng. tn so far as disturbance would be
stgnyicaruhm:mgregmdtoﬂle‘owwwesqfﬂusdh?ctwe

e keeping birds of species the lumting and capture of which ts
prohibited

The main measures taken by the Member States since 1981 to protect wild
birds are presented in the following country-by-country summary which is
- based on the information obtained.




(2]

The Royal decrees of 9/9/81 (Flemish region) and of 20/7/72 (Walloon region)
establish the general principle that all birds belonging to species of naturally
occurring birds in the wild in the European territory of the Member States where the
directtve applics. are protected. Exception {s however made in the two reglons for
those birds belonging to the spedes classed as game by the legislation on hunting.

D

Under the Federal Decree on the Protection of Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(19/12/86)1. special protection is gtven to all European birds (listed tn Annex I of
this Decree). This Annex comprises 77 species of birds tncluded in Annex I of the
directive and 6 included in Annex I1/2 according to which these 6 species may not
be hunted in Germany: Alectoris barbara, Phflomachus pugnax, Pluvialis apricaria,
Numentus arquata, Tringa totanus, Turdus fliacus). Legislation on hunting at
Federal and Liander level includes specific regulations for species which may be
hunted, particularly the Federal Decree on the Protection of Game of 25/10/852.

DK
¢ The Hunting & Wildlife Admitnistration Act {no. 294) of 9/6/82 lays down the
principle that all species of wild birds are totally protected except those which are
classed as game species.

* In 1990, the National Forest and Nature Agency established a réd lst (Redliste) of
-species of plants and antmals threatened with extinction and thus needing special
protection. This list tncludes 97 spectes of birds divided into six categories: extinct
species, species threatened with extinction, valnerable species, rare species, species fn
decline and species needing special responstbflity.

* Under Royal Decree 3181/19803 of 30/12/80. strict protection ts given to 344

species of birds (practically all the non-huntable species tn Spatn). A further 31

species were added to this list by Royal Decree 1497/1986+ of 6/6/86. A total of

129 species listed in Annex I and 21 species listed tn Annex /2 (of which 8 may

not and 13 may be hunted in Spain according to Annex I1/2) are covered by these

two decrees (see Table 4 (1) p. 56).

¢ Under Law 4/1989 of 27/3/89s, a national list (catilogo) of endangered species

is to be drawn up in four categories (see below). Protection of these species

requires specific measures to be adopted (indicated in brackets):

— species threatened with extinction (recovery plan/plan de recuperacion)

— species senstttve to changes in thetr habttat (habitat conservation plan/plan de
conservacifn del hiibitaf)

— vulnerable species {conservation plan/plan de conservacion)

— species of a special interest (management plan/plan de manefo)

1) Bundesartenschutzverordnung

2) Bundeswildsctutzverordaung

3) Real decreto por el que se protegen detenminadas especies de la fauna sitvestre y se dictan
{as noamas precisas para asegurar §a electividad de.esta .

4) Rwdoawmrdqn“wﬂmmmamm%%hmmwm“ de
especies de fauna y sus hibital, ampliindose la kista de #species proteqidas

5) Ley de conse’;'vacion de Los espacios naturaﬁ?es y de lLa

flora yaéauna silvestres



Under Royal decree 43971990 (of 30/3/901). the following 11 specics of birds (all of

which are listed tn Annex I of the directive) are classed in the category “threatened
with extinction™:

-- Botaurus stellaris — Marmaronetta angustirostris
— Gypactus barbatus — Chlamydotis undulata

-- Ardeola rallotdes *  — Aythya nyroca

-- Aqufla adM — Fulica cristata

-- Ciconia nigra -- Oxyura leucocephala

— Turnix sylvatica

Under Law 4/1989, a recovery plan must be established for those species in the
“threatened with extinction” category. The reglons2 are responstble for drawing up
and approving these plans. Recovery plans have been drawn up for Chlamydotis
undulata, Oxyura Jeucocephala and Gypactus barbatus in Navarra. When a species
occurs in more than ane region, as a provisional measure, a coordinated plan (plan
ooordinado) ts dravn up between the different regions tn which the species occurs
and the national authority (ICONAs). Coordinated plans serve as a basis for the
recovery plans. Coordinated plans have already been drawn up for Gypaetus
barbatus, Aquila adalbertf, Ciconia nigra, Aegypius monachus and Larus audoutnii.

* In addition, 268 species of birds have been classed “of special interest”.

¢ 128 specics listed tn Annex I of the directive are covered by the Order of
17/4/814 (establishing the list of protected birds throughout French terrttory).

¢ Some of the huntable species are protected in several regions by Prefectoral
decisions prohibiting or restricting hunting.

¢ Tetrao urogallus has been totally protected stnce 1985 in the following regions :
Lomraine, Alsace, Franche-Comté and Rhéne-Alpes (under the Orders of 10/12/85
and 11/4/91). _

* A national list (called the lure rouge) of species threatened with extinction or fn
particular danger was established in 1983 by the Secrétariat de 1a Faune et de la

Flore (Museum National de 1'Histotre Naturelle} under the acgts of the Ministry of
the Environment.

® The Joint Ministerial Decision (JMD) 414985 of 29/11/85 establishes the
principle that all species of wild birds are protected.except those classed as game
species. The 75 espdces listed tn Annex 1 of the directive {first version) are strictly
protected tn Greece (Annex I of the DMC s tdentical to Annex I of the original
directtve).

The JMD marks a turing point in Greek legtslation on the protection of birds since
according to the previous legislation, the Forestry Code (Law 86/1969), all birds
were huntable except for about 30 species listed.

* Mcasures have been taken to conserve the colony of Pelecanus crispus in the Gulf
of Amvrakikos.

* A management plan ts being drawn up for Alectorts chulkar (a species not listed tn
the Annexes of the directtve).

1) Roddcantom/ww olquosor ol NaaonddOEspoaosAmonazadas
2) por roguda ol Catillogo

3 mﬁuﬁ?&fal@aml&s envacion de La MuRlEZinte du territoire
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* Under the new Law 1571 of 11/2/92 on the protection of wild birds and hunting,
bird species, the populations of which ltive permanently or temporarily in the wild
on national territory. are protected (Article 2) except for species classed as game
(under Article 18 of this Law).  ~

¢ 73 species from Annex I and two species from Annex 11/2 (Netta rufina and
Cygnus olor) benefit from spectal protection.

* The 1976 Wildlife Act provides for protection of all species of wild birds except for
certain game species, the hunting of which ts authortsed annually by Ministerial
- Order.

¢ Pyrthula pyrrhula ts totally protected under Regulation 283/1980

¢ Sterna sandvicensts, Sterna dougallif, Sterna htrundo, Sterna paradisaea and
Sterna albifrons: management of nesting sites along the East Coast (including
predator control) s being carried out by the IWC2 and the NPWSa.

¢ Cygnus cygnus: management of a site in the West of Ireland ts being conducted in
order to minimise disturbance.

* Anser albifrons flavirostris: tmplementation by the NPWS of management plans for
flocks tn County Wexford (the main area) and management plans for sttes of threatened
flocks tn the West and Midlands.

* Branta leucopsts: sward management by the IWC and the NPWS n the West of
Ireland stte

¢ Crex crex field advisory wark s conducted by the IWC and the NPWS and there s
Haison with the farming commumitty tn relation to timing and methods of cutting hay.

* The Grand-Ducal Regulation of 8/4/86« on the protection in whole or tn part of
certain species of wild fauna provides for complete protection of all birds occurring
in the wild tn Europe except for species classed as game and Sturnus vulgaris.

Under this measure, Passer domesticus, Passer montanus and Lanius sp. were

removed from the list of unprotected birds.

* Under the 1936 Bird Protection Acts, all species of European wild birds are in
principle protected except those classed as game.

* A species management plan (soortbeschermingsplan) has been drawn up for
Tetrao tetrix and a habitat restoration plan (Herstelplan Leefgebieden) for Perdix
perdix; management plans have been prepared for Grus grus, Platalea leucorodia
and Tyto alba. For other species, stmflar plans are to be completed tn the coming
years.

* In 198S. the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries issued a list of 48 species
threatened with extinction or particularly endangered in the Netheriands (red list).

1) Norme per la protezione de la fauna selvatica omeoterma e per il prelievo venatorio
2) Irish Wildbird Conservancy :

3) National Parks and Wildide Service (see p. 31)

4) Réglement grand-ducal concemant fa protection intégrale et partielle de certaines ms
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* With a view to protecting wild birds present on national territory. it is prohibited
under Decree-Law no. 75/91 of 14/2/91. to Kkill, capture or keep such birds by
whatever method, to destroy, damage, remove or keep thetr young and thetr eggs
and to disturb them intentionally during their period of reproduction and rearing.

oo oul

Great Britain:

* All species of wild birds are protected under the Wildlife & Countryside Act (1981)
except for species for which hunting is authortsed. Special protection ts given at all
times to 79 species which are rare or threatened with extinction, including 43
species listed in Annex I and 11 species listed tn Annex II/2: Turdus pilarts,
Turdus fliacus, Limosa ltmosa, Tringa nebularia, Coturnix coturntx, Philomachus
pugnax, Clangula hyemalis, Aythya marfla, Melanitta nigra, Melanttta fusca and
Numenius phaeopus. (According to Annex II/2, the latter five species may be
hunted in the United Kingdom).

* During the close season, the following species also benefit from special protection:
Anser anser, Anas acuta and Bucephala clangula

* In association with the NCCa, the RSPB2 classed 117 species of birds as “species
of conservation tmportance™ in 1989. All were awarded the status of red data
species. The RSPB and the NCC are currently preparing Action Plans for all these
species, giving priority to the 43 most threatened.

The Action Plans aim to convert information found through research into the
practical action required to counter the threats to these birds. The contents of a

Species Action Plan will include a biological/ecological evaluation of the species,’

analysis of the threats, the necessary action to be taken, targets, a work
programme and monitoring.

So far, Action Plans have been drawn up for approval for the following five species:
Milvus milvus, Crex crex, Sterna dougallii, Falco columbarius and Embertiza cirjus.

In addition, Action Plans are in advanced draft for the following 11 species:

— Haliaaetus albicilla — Branta bernicla

— Circus pygargus . - Anser albffrons flavirostris
— Tetrao urogalius - Circus cyaneus

- Tetrao tetrix , — Parus cristatus

— Loxia scotica -- Burhinus oedicnemus

- Tyto alba

The RSPB along with the NCC are planning to initiate Action Plans for some 50
other red data species in the near future.

1) Nature Conservancy Councll (see p. 38)
2) Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
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Northern Ireland:

* Under the Wildlife Order (NI) 1985/171, protection is given to all species of wild
birds except those for which hunting ts authorised. Spectal protection is given at all
times to 56 species tncluding 24 listed in Annex I and 9 listed in Annex I1/2:
Streptopelia turtur, Turdus pilaris, Limosa limosa, Mergus merganser. Tringa
nebularia, Coturnix coturnix, Philomachus pugnax, Melanitta nigra. Numenius
phacopus. (According to Annex I1/2, the latter two species may be hunted in the
United Kingdom).

* During the close scason, the following species benefit from special protection:Anas
strepera, Bucephala clangula, Anas acuta, Pluvialls apricaria, Aythya ferina, Aythya
marila, Anas clypeata, Anas penelope.

A further measure taken:

* Same vulnerable sites of Falco peregrinus are specially wardened: the species is
protected fram disturbance during the breeding season and protected from killing and
taking during the rematnder of the year.
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The sale of wild birds is regulated by Article 6 of the directive:
Article 6:

1.  ....Member States shall prohibtt for all the bird specles referred to tn Article 1,
the sale, transport for sale, keeping for sale and the offertng for sale of Uve
or dead btrds and of any readfly recognisible parts or dertvatives of such
birds.

2.  The activities referred to tn paragraph 1 shall not be prohibtted tn respect of
the specles referred to thn Amnex 111/ 1, provided that the btrds have been
legally kiled or captured or otherwtse legally acquired.

3. Member States may, for the species listed tn Annex I/ 2, allow within
thetr territory the activtties referred to th paragraph 1, making proutsion for
certain restrictions, provided the btrds have been legally killed or captured
or otherwise legally acquired......

Member States granting authorisation pursuant to this paragraph shall
verlfy at regular tntervals that the conditions governing the granting of
such authorisation continue to be fulfilled

4.  The Commnission shall carry out studies on the blologlcal status of the
specles listed th Annex /3 and on the effects of marketing on such status....

Annex Il was amended by directive 91/244/EEC of March 6 1991 under

which the nine species of Annex lil part 3 were transferred to Annex [ll part
- 2. Consequently, there are now a total of 19 species listed in Annex il part 2.
Howaevaer, since this study deals with the 10 years' application of the directive
(1981 - 1991), it seems preferable to analyse the situation conceming sale in
the Member States using the original version of Annex Ill as established in
the directive 79/409/EEC of April 2 1979.

Authorisations for the sale of species listed in Annex 1ll in the different
Member States (1981 - 1991) are indicated in the table below, followed by
relevant information on:

- the period during which the sale of these species is authorised

- measures taken to protect species listed in Annex Ill

- species which may be sold under national legislation but which are
not fisted in Annex lll

i
Y



TABLE 2

---:AUTHORISATIONS FOR THE SA.LE OF :SPECIES LISTED IN ANNEX IO

S0

Species B

Anas platyrthynchos +
Lagopus 1. scoticus
Alectoris rufa
Alectoris barbara
Perdix perdix +
Phasianus colchicus
Columba palumbus +

+

Anser anser .
Anas penclope .
Anas crecca +
Anas acuta

Aythya ferina

Aythya fuligula
Somateria mollissima
Lagopus mutus
Tetrao urogallus
Fulica atra +

Anser albifrons

Anas clypeata

Aythya marila
Melanitta nigra

Tetrao tetrix

Pluvialis apricaria
Lymnocryptes mintmus
Gallinago gallinago
Scolopax rusticola +

+

4 4+ 4+ + 4+

+

PO O O T S

+ 0+ + 4

4 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+

+ 0+ 4+ 4+ s

4+

+ 4+ 4+ 4+

+ 4+ 4+ + 4

+ 0+ 4+ 4

+

+ 0+ 4+ 4+ o+ 4

+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4

+ 4+ 4+ 4

4 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+

+

+: species which may be sold
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COMMENTS

) In Belgium, all species for which a hunting season has been

B established may be sold (dead) during the open season and for up
i to 10 days after the season ends (Article 10, Hunting Act, 1882).

The 4 species listed in Annex /1 referred to in the above table may
be sold in the Flemish and Walloon regions.

The 3 species listed in Annex /2 and the one species listed in Annex
III/3 referred to in the above table may be sold only in the Walloon
region. .

In the Flemish region, the sale of Fulica atra, Anser anser, Anas
crecca, Anas penelope and Scolopax rusticola has been prohtbited -
stnce 1/1/87 by the annual Orders on the opening and closing of the
hunting seasons even though these Orders authorised the hunting of
the S species for the ensuing hunting seasons.

In the Walloon region, as hunting of Gallinago gallinago has not
bemauthmiseddneethelQQO—leeason.saleofthlsspedes!sno
longcrauthonsedelther

‘The regulation on the sale of species which may be sold (Federal
Decree on the Protection of Game of 25/10/85) does not provide for a
given period for the sale of these species. Species which may be

sold according to Annexes 2 and 3 of this decree are in compliance with
Annex I of the directive

v Sale of species which may be hunted ts authorised during the

DK hunting season and for up to 8 days after the secason ends. .
e The following species not listed in Annex II may be sold under the
Hunting and Wildlife Administration Act (no. 294) of 9/6/82:

Anser fabalis, Anser brachyrthynchus, Branta canadensis, Anas
querquedula, Bucephala clangula, Clangula hyemalis, Melanitta
fusca, Mergus merganser, Mergus serrator, Streptopelia decaocto,
Numentus arquata, Numenius phaeopus, Larus ridfbundus, Larus
canus, Larus fuscus, Larus argentatus, Larus marinus

The sale of dead specimens of species which may be sold s
authortsed all year round under Royal Decree 111871989 (15/9/89).
Oohnnbaoenasandcmmxeohm:naybeso]dtmderthndecme
but only in the form of processed products.

¢ The sale of species which may be sold ts authorised during the
hunting season under article 372 of the Rural Code.

* The sale of Sturnus vulgaris is authorised under the Order of
20/12/83 on the sale of certain species of birds.

* In addition, the following activities were authorised on a transitional
basts:




e~

-- untl 29/2/84, the tmport of fresh or frozen spectmens of Turdus
merula, Turdus pilaris, Turdus philomelos and Turdus fliacus for the
sole purpose of supplying the food preservation tndustry excluding
retatlers. Door to door sale, offering for sale, retafl sale or purchase of
fresh or frozen specimens of these species remains prohibited.

-- until 30/6/85. doar to doar sale, offering for sale. sale and purchase
of preserved products of these species manufactured before 1/1/84

Under Joint Ministerial Decision No. 414985 (29/11/85). no sale of
dead birds s authorised

* The sale of species which may be sold is authorised during the
hunting scason established for the species in question (under Law
968/77, the Decree 0of 20/12/79 and the Decree of 4/6/82).

¢ Under Law 968/77, the sale of species which may not be hunted is
prohibited. It is also prohibited to sell Scolopax rusticola as well as
dead birds smaller than Turdus sp. with the exception of Sturnus
vulgaris, Passer ftaliae, Passer montanus, Passer domesticus and
Alauda arvensis during the hunting seasons established for these §
species {article 20 of the Law).

* The following species not listed tn Annex III may therefore be sold
during the authorised hunting seasons:

Anas strepera, Anas querquedula, Alectoris graeca, Gallinula
chlaropus, Coturnix coturnix, Streptopelia turtur, Turdus merula,
Turdus fliacus, Turdus philomelos, Turdus pfiaris, Vahellus vanellus,
Rallus aquaticus, Numenius arquata, Tringa totanus, Philomachus
pugnax and Limosa limosa (under Law 968/77 and the Decree of
4/6/82) .

The sale of species for which a hunting season has been established
is authorised during the open season (under the Wildlife Act 1976).
The sale of Numenius arquata s authorised since there is a hunting
season for this species under Open Seasons Order. The sale of
Bucephala clangula and Anas strepera (species for which there is

a hunting season) is prohibited since 1982 under the Regulation
264/1982 :

The sale of all game species s authorised during the open season and
for up to 10 days after the secasons ends under the Hunting Act of
380/5/84. To ensure the survival of endangered game species, the
Ministry of Physical Planning and Environment may totally prohibit the
offering for sale, the sale, transport for sale or door to door sale of those
game species (Article 7 of the above-mentioned Act). Thus, the sale of
Scolopax rusticola has been prohibited since the hunting season
1989-90 under the annual Ministerial Regulations on the opening

and closing of the hunting seasons
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Under the 1954 Hunung Act. species for which a hunting season has
been established by this Act (and subsequently by the Ministerial
Order on the opening and closing of hunting seasons of 8/8/77).

may be sold during the open season and for up to 10 days after the
season ends. The sale of Anas strcpcr"a and Anser fabalis is authorised
since the above-mentianed Order establishes a hunting season for
these species

* Under the Decree-Law 274 A/88 of 3/8/88, the sale of dead
specimens of species which could be hunted (laid down in the same
Decree-Law) was autharised during the established hunting season
and for up to S days after the season ended. -
The following species not listed in Annex Il could thus legally be sold:
Columbia livia, Anas strepera, Anas querquedula, Coturnix coturntx,
Turdus viscivorus, Turdus pflaris, Turdus fliacus, Turdus philomelos,
Columba oenas, Streptopelia turtur, Gallinula chloropus

* The Decree-Law 60/91 of 30/1/90, under Decree-Law 274 A/88,
was adopted to more effecttvely control the ban on sale of specimens
killed by hunting. Sale of dead spectmens of species which may

be hunted is now prohibited unless authorised by Ministerial

Order. Any sale of dead spectmens of species which may be hunted
must be authorised by a Ministerial Order (portaria) adopted by the
Ministry of Agriculture (responstble for game management). For the
hunting seasons 1990 - 91 and 1991 - 92, the Ministerial Orders
regulaﬁnghunﬁngaeﬂvﬁhsdldnotmcnﬂonanyactgfsale.

¢ In Great Britain, the sale of Columba livia and Columba palumbus is
authorised all year round under the Wildlife & Countryside Act (1981).
Sale of the following 12 spectes s only authorised between 1/9 and .
28/2 inclustve: Tetrao urogallus, Fulica atra, Aythya fuligula,

Anas acuta, Aythya ferina, Anas crecca, Anas penelope, Anas
platyrhynchos, Pluvialis apricaria. Anas clypeata, Gallinago gallinago,
Scolopax rusticola.

* The sale of Phastanus colchicus, Perdix perdix, Alectoris rufa,
Lagopus lagopus scoticus, Lagopus mutus and Tetrao tetrix is
authorised during the open season and for up to 10 days after the
season ends (under the Game Act of 1831)

* In Northern Ireland, the sale of Columba palumbus is authorised
all year round under the Wildlife Order/NI 1985/171. Under the Game
Law Amendment Act/NI of 1951. the sale of Phasianus colchicus
(male only), Gallinago gallinago, Lymnocryptes minimus and

Scolopax rusticola ts authorised during the open season and for up to
S days after the scason ends. The sale of Lagopus lagopus

scoticus is prohibited by the Act although under it, this species may
be hunted.



Hunting is regulated by Articles 7 and 8, as follows:

Article 7:

1.

Owtng to thetr population level, geographical distribution and reproductive
rate throughout the Community, the species listed th Annex I may be
hunted under national legislation. Member States shall ensure that the
hunting of these species does not feopardise conservation efforts tn thetr
distribution area.

The species referred to tn Annex I/ 1 may be hunted tn the geographical
sea and land area where this directive applies.

The species referred to th Annex II/2 may be hunted only tnh the Member
States tn respect of which they are thdicated.

Member States shall ensure that the practice of hunting. tnduding falconry
{f practised, as carried on th accordance with the national measures tn _force,
complies wtth the principles of wise use and ecologically balanced control
of the species of birds concerned and that this practice ts compatible as
regards the population ¢f these species, tn particular migratory species,
with the measures resulting from Article 2. They shall see tn'particular that
the species to which hunting laws apply are not hunted during the rearing
season nor durtng the vartous stages Qf reproduction. In the case of
migratory specles, they shall see tn particular that the species to which
hunting regulations apply are not lumted durtng thetr period of reproduction
or durtng thetr retun to thetr reartng grounds. Member States shall send
the Commission all relevant tnformation on the practical application of thetr
hunting regulations.

Atrticle 8:

1.

Inrespect of the lunting, capture or killtng of btrds under this directive,
Member States shall prohibit the use of all means, arrangements or
methods used for the large-scale or non-selective capture or killtng of btrds
or capable of causing the local disappearance of a specles, tn particular the
use of those listed tn Arnex IV (a).

Moreover, Member States shall prohiblt any tumting from the modes of
transport and under the condttions mentioned tn Annex IV (b).
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Species listed in Annex [ part 1 of the directive:

Although the directive authorises the hunting of 24 species throughout EC
termitory, the number of species which may be hunted under national legislation
is lower in several Member States either because, in those countries, certain

species do not occur or because one or more of the 24 species are protected
by national legislation.

Table 3. indicates:
- the number of species listed in Annex Il part 1 which may be hunted
under national legislation in the various Member States (column C)
as opposed to the number authorised by the directive (A) and — by

way of comparison — the number of species listed in Annex Il part 1
which are present in each country (B)

- the status of species listed in Annexe Il part 1 in the different Member
States including cases of species listed in Annex Il part 1 which are
protected under national legislation (see comments)

Speciles listed in Annex Il part 2 of the directive:

Although the directive authorises the hunting of the species listed in Annex i
part 2 only in specified Member States, the number of species which may be
hunted under national legistation in those countries is lower for the same
reasons which apply to the species fisted in Annex ll part 1.

Table 4. indicates:

- the number of species listed in Annex Il part 2 which may be hunted
under national legislation in the various Member States (column C) as
opposed to the number authorised by the directive (A) and — by way
of comparison — the number of species listed in Annex 1l part 2 which
are present in each country (B)

- the status of species listed in Annex ll part 2 inthe dtﬁerent Member
States (see comments):

* cases of species listed in Annex (I part 2 which may be hunted
or which are classed as game species under national legistation in
a particular country despite the fact that the directive prohibits the
hunting of those species in that country

* cases of species which may be hunted or which are classed as
game species under national legislation in a particular country yet
they are not listed in Annex {l part 1 or 2

* cases of species listed in Annex Il part 2 which are protected
under national legistation



Finally, Tables 5, 61 and 71 provide an gyerview of the status in the Member

States of:

- the species listed in Annex Il part 1 (Table S)

- the species listed in Annex il part 2 (Table 6)

- the species not listed in Anaex Il but for which taking (hunting or
control) s authornsed (Table 7).

A country-by-couatry summary is then given of special measures taken by
Member States for the wise use of species which may be hunted (see article 7

paragraph 4). in particutar, informafion is provided on the efforts made to adapt
the hunting seasons to the biological requirements of the species hunted.

1) Siuation at 30.06.92

-
1
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TABLE 3 (1)

PECIES LISTED IN ANNEXE | PART 1 IN MEMBER STATES (MS)

“s

A

ANNEX 11

HUNTABLE
SPECIES

ANNEX (W1
SPECIES
PRESENT

C
ANNEX U1
SPECIES
HUNTED

COMMENTS

’

DK

24

24

24

24

24

24

. 24

24

19

19

19
21

22
20

22

18

15

18
19

22

18

19
16

* In Flandess. 18 of the 24 species listed in Annex
II/1 arc classed as game spoecics under the Flemish
Dearee on Hunting of 24/7/91. Also under this decree,
Lagopus lagopus scoticus and Scolopax rusticola were
withdrawn from the list of species formerly classed as
game specics (under the Hunting Act of 1882).

There s an open scason for 8 specics from Annexe 11/1.
* Stnce the season 1989-90, there has no longer been
an open scason for Scolopax rusticola

* In Wallonis, 19 of the 24 species listed tn Annex I/ 1
are classed as game species under the Walloon Order
of 18/6/92. Also under this Order, Lagopus lagopus
scoticus was withdrawn from the list of species
dassed as game species (under the Hunting Act of 1882).
‘There ts an open scason for 8 species from Annex I/1.

* Since the secason 1990-91, there has no longer been
an open season for Gallinago gallinago

* Special protection ts gtven to Alectorts rufa under the
Federal Decree on the Protection of of Wiid
Fauna and Flora of 19/12/86. Hunting ts thus

prohbited.

* Lagopus mutus, Anas clypeata, Anas strepera and
Columba ltvia are classed as game species under the
Hunting Law of 29/9/76 but the hunting of these 4.
species s prohibtted (no hunting seasons established)

Under Royal Decree 1095/1989 (8/9/89). Anser
fabalts and Perdix perdix are no longer classed as
game species

¢ As a result of a sharp decline in their populations,
there has been a ban on hunting of:

- Perdix perdix since 1984 -

- Anscr anser stnoe 1991

* Alectorts chukar (species not isted in Annex 11/1
or [1/2) may be hunted under Joint Ministertal
Deciston (JMD) 41498S (29/11/85)

Only the hunting of male spectmens of Phastanus
colchicus ts authorised

* The hunting of Galltnago gallinaga, Lymnocryplcs
mintmus and Gallinago media (the latter species
listed in Armex 1) has been banned since 1980.

No reauthortsation for the hunting of these 3

fped@ ts planmed. .
b SRR o 5 S BESTiemaliy been.
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TABLE 3 (il)

-

ARTIN:-MEMBER STATES(MS)

ANNEX it ANNEX W11 ANNEX Un
us HUNTABLE SPECIES SPECIES COMMENTS
SPECIES PRESENT HUNTED

NL 24 19 15 Under the Ministerial Order of 8/8/77 on the opening
and closing of hunting seasons (itself under the 1954
Hunting Law). Lymnocryptes mintmus is classed as
game species but the hunting of this species s not
authorised

P 24 20 17

UK 24 23 18 In Great Britain, special protection fs given to Anas
querquedula under the Wildlife & Countryside Act
(1981)

21 16 In Northern Ireland, Anser fabalis and Anas

querquedula were withdrawn from the Mst of birds
which may be hunted (under the Wildlife Order
1985/171)

* Both species are protected by the same Order;
special protection s given to Anas querquedula

* Perdix perdix, Alectoris rufa, Phastanus colchicus
(female) and Alectoris chukar {species not Msted tn
Annex [1/1 or II/2) may be hunted under the Game
Law Amendment Act (1851) but special authorisation
for hunting these species must be granted by the
Department of Environment /NI

-
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TABLE 4 (i)

‘ ﬂﬂex-.;u PART 2 IN MEMBER STATES (MS)

COMMENTS

B 7 45 (0] .| *In Flanders, the Flemish Order of 4/11/87.
amending the Hunting Act of 28/2/1882 redefines
the list of species of birds classed as game. Under
this Order {and the Flemish Decree of 24/7/92). the 7
species which may be hunted in Belgium according to
Annex I1/2 are classed as game but there is no open
scason for any of these 7 species
* Under the same Order, withdrawn from this list were:
6 species from Annex I: Anser erythropus, Aythya
nyroca, Branta leucopsts, Branta ruficollis, Tadorna
and Gallinago media; 16 species from Annex
11/2 not huntable in Belgilum: Branta bernicla,
Bucephala clangula, Clangula hyemalis, Coturntx

arg:
rufina, Melanttta fusca, Melanitta nigra, Mergus
serratar, Mergus merganser, Somateria mollissima,
Turdus fliacus, Turdus merula, Turdus viscivorus and
Turdus pflaris; 13 species not listed tn Annex II/1 or
11/2: Anas americana, Anas discors, Anser
cacrulescens, Aythya collaris, Mergus albellus, Tadornal
tadorna, Somateria spectabilis, Garrulus glandarius,
Pica pica, Carvus carone cornix, Corvus carone corone,
Corvus frugllegus and Corvus monedula. (Hunting of
these species has not been authorised for many years)

45 0 ¢ In Wallonia, the Walloon Order of 18/6/92 amending
the Hunting Act of 28/2/1882 redefines the list of

species of birds classed as game. Under this Order, the
7 species which may be hunted tn Belgium according tof
Annex I1/2 are classed as game but there 1S no open
scason for any of these 7 species. (Hunting of Gallinula
chloropus and Vanellus vanellus has not been
authorised since the since the 1989-90 season)
* Under the Walloon Order of 18/6/92, withdrawn
from this list were the same species as tn Flanders
under the Flemish Order of 4/11/87 (see above list)
Hunting of these species has not been authorised for

- Tnany years.

D 15 47 15 ¢ Under the Hunting Act of 29/9/76, the following
, species are classed as game species:

tn Germany
~Anspedadcohmbldae.wﬂdgewc(Amasp and
Branta sp.) and wild ducks despite the fact that
Somaterta mollisstma, Clangula hyemalis, Netta
rufina, Anser brachyrhynchus, Bucephala clangula,
Columba oenas and Streptopelia turtur may not be
hunted in Germany according to Annex I1/2.

- Podiceps crtstatus, Otis tarda, Ardea cinerea, Corvus
corax, Falconidac and Accipitridae (not listed tn
Annex 11/1 or 11/2).

* Hunting s prohibited for all the above-mentioned
species — no hunting seasons established.
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TABLE 4 (i)

ANNEX (12 ANNEX W2 ANNEX 2
us HUNTABLE SPECIES SPECIES
SPECIES PRESENT HUNTED

COMMENTS

DK 29 44 18 -] *Sincc 1872, hunting of Branta bernicla (huntable tn

DK under Annex 11/2) and Tetrao tetrix (not huntable
in DK under Annex I1/2) has not been authortsed

< Stnee 1979, hunting of Gavia stellata, Gavia arctica
and Gavia tmmer (all 3 species listed tn Annex 1) has
not been authorised

* Stnce 1982, hunting of Vanellus vanellus (huntable
in DK under Annex I1/2) has not been authorised.

< Stnce 1983, hunting of Limosa lapponica, Ltmosa
limosa, Hacmatopus ostralegus, Pluvialis

Pluvialis apricaria, Tringa ncbularia, Tringa totanus,
Tringa erythropus, Calidris canutus (huntable in DK
under Annex 11/2), Turdus merula, Turdus pilaris {(not
Inmtable $n DK under Annex 11/2), Corvus corone corone
Corvus corone cornix, Corvus frugflegus, Pica pica,
Corvus monedula, Passer domesticus and Garrulus
glandartus (spectes not listed in Annex 1I/1 or 11/2)
has not been authorised

< All the above mentioned species are totally protected
under the Hunting and Wildlife Administration Act
{no. 294} of 9/6/82 '

E 33 43 14 * Under Royal Decree 1095/1989 (8/9/89), 11 species
were withdrawn from the list of species classed as

Corvus frugficgus, Corvus corax (these 4 species not

lsted in Annex 11/1 or11/2).

* The following 21 specics are protected:

- Under Royal Decree 3181/19880: Haematopus
Calidris canutus,

huntable tn Spain under Annex 11/2), Cygnus olor,
Branta bernicia, Bucephala clangula, Aythya marfia,
Larus marinus, Mergus merganser (not huntable tn
Spain under Annex 11/2) o

- Under Royal Decree 1497/1986: Bonasa bonasia,
Tetrao tetrix (not huntable in E under Annex 11/2).
Tetrao urogallus, Pluvialts apricaria (huntable in E)

F 36 46 36 ‘mmmmumxswm
Mergus serrator may not be hunted tn F under Annex
11/2) arc protected specics under the Order of 17/4/81
* Under the Order of 26/6/87, the following specics were
xunwedl”ﬁun! mc[ud@mdassedasymc:m
mawmmmﬁ.m@:nmrw@%
- media, Charadrius morincllus and § other species not
. listed tn Annex 11/1 or 11/2: Arenarta
' ocliropes, Cliaradcicss hiaticula, Chraradviis dubiits

. , MWWMQMM

“ ey e A SRS Bl

were formerty
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TABLE 4 (il

ER STATES (MS) -------

ANNEX f2 ANNEX U2 ANNEX U2

us HUNTABLE SPECIES SPECIES COMMENTS
SPECIES PRESENT HUNTED
G 14 45 14 ‘} < Under the Annual Hunting Regulation (ftself under

the JMD) establishing the list of species which may
be hunted, the following species not listed fn Annex
1I/1 or /2 may be hunted: Pica pica, Garrulus
glandarius, Corvus monedula, Corvus corone cornix,
Sturnus vulgaris, Passer domesticus, Passer
montanus, Passer hispaniolensts, Oriolus orfolus and
Merops apiaster, The latter 2 species have not been
tncluded on the list since the 1990-91 season. -

1 19 47 15 * Under the Decree of 4/6/82, 18 species were

{spocies not Kisted in Anmex 11/1 or I1/2) and, in view of
1ts scarcity in Italy, Limosa lapponica (huntable fn
Kaly under Annex 11/2)

o llspedsnotltstedint\nncxnllornlzemﬂdbc

wmmmdﬂluﬂﬂ&m
pica, Corvus corone cornix and Garrulus glandarius
tunder the Decree of 4/6/82). These 11 species may
stfll be hunted under the new Hunting Law (no. 157)
of 11/2/92 which replaces Law 968/77

¢ See addendum for further tnformation

IRL 13 43 4 Under the Open Seasons Amendment Order 266/1982,
Anser albifrons flavirostris (species listed in Annex 1)
was withdrawn from the list of species which may be
hunted but a mited hunting season was authorised
n County Wexford (from 1/11/89 to 1/1/90)

L o 44 o * The hunting of Corvus fruglicgus and Corvus corone
comix (species not lsted tn Annex 11/1 or I/2) has
been banned since 1982

* Under the Ministertal Regulation of 22/11/90, 3
species (not listed in Annex 11/1 or 11/2) are classed
as game species: Cotvus corone corone, Pica pica

and Garrulus glandarius. Hunting of these S species
ts authorised

NL 3 4 3 ¢ Under the Mintstertal Order of 8/8/77, Gallinago
media (specics listed tn Annex ) and Tetrao tetrix (oot
Inmtable tn NL according to Annex 11/2) are classed a8s
game but there §s no open season for these two species
¢ Under this Order, all specics of Anatidae are dassed
- as game despite the fact that only Anser albifrons and
Aythya marfia may be hunted tn NL under Annex 1172,
(Hmthacmoms&sonsforthesctwo
specics only).
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TABLE 4 (iv)

PECIES LISTED IN.ANNEX It PART 2 IN MEMBER STATES (MS)

A B C
ANNEX (12 ANNEX W2 ANNEX (W2
s HUNTABLE SPECIES SPECIES COMMENTS
SPECIES PRESENT HUNTED

NL 4 <6 other specics not listed in Annex I1/1 or 11/2 are

dlassed as game species: Garrulus glandarius.
Corvus corone corone, Corvus monedula, Pica pica.
Corvus corone cornix and Corvus frugflegus

(NB hunting of the latter two species s not authorised)

P 10 36 . 9 ¢ Under Decrec-Law 274-A/88 (3/8/88), 12 species
listed tn Annex [1/2 are classed as game although 3
of them may not be hunted in Portugal according to
Amnex I1/2: Vanellus vanellus, Limosa imosa and
Streptopelia decaocta. Since the 1983-90 season, there
has been no open scason for these 3 species.

Under the same Decree-Law:

* Tetrax tetrax {species listed in Annex 1) §s classed as
game but there is no longer any open season for it

¢ 7 other species not Histed in Annex 11/1 or 11/2 are
classed as game: Corvus monedula, Corvus corax,
Corvus corone corone, Sturnus vulgarts, Sturnus
unicolor, Garrulus glandarius, Pica pica but hunting
of the latter S species s prohibited.

Under Decree-Law 43/90 of 8/2/90, Corvus
monedula and Corvus corax were withdrawn from the
list of species classed as game

UK 16 46 7 ¢ In Great Britain, under the Wildlife & Countryside
Act (WCA) of 1981:

- 9 species which may be hunted according to Annex I1/2
arc protected: Pluvialis squatarola, Limosa lapponica,
Numentits arquata, Tringa totanus, Clangula hyemalis,
Aythya marfia, Melanitta nigra, Melanitta fusca and
Numentius phacopus {special protection s given to the
latter S species) .

- 4 specics may be taken (controlied) which may not
be hunted in the UK under Annex I/2: Streptopelia
decaocto, Larus marinus, Larus fuscus and Larus

argentatus

- 8 other species not listed in Annex I1/1 or II/2 may be
taken: Corvus corone corane, Corvus monedula, Pica
Pica, Garrulus glandartus, Corvus frugfiegus, Passer
domesticus, Stumus vulgaris, Corvus corone cornix

16 43 S * In Northemn Ircland, under the Wildlffe Order
1985/171:

- 11 species were withdrawn from the list of species
which may be hunted: Cygnus olor, Netta rufina,
Somateria mollissima, Clangula hyemalis, Melanitta
fusca, Mergus serrator, Pluvialts squatarola, Columba
ocnas, Mergus merganser, Melanitta nigra and
Numenius phaeopus

- All 11 species are protected (spectal protection s
gtvcntothclatta‘beatakmspecl?)

- 3 specics may controlled) which may not
be hunted tn the UK under Annex 11/2: Larus marinus,
Larus fuscus and Larus argentatus :
;)ZothcrspmnotnstedmAnnexnll or /2 may
B o soreer o oS Sofeme.,
dmes%‘{as, Sturus wilGaris, Picgg}cggs'




ADDENDUM

COMMENTS

* There are still 6 species classed as game under
Royal Decree 1095/1989 which are not listed n
Annex I1/1 or [1/2: Sturnus unicolor, Sturnus
vulgaris, Corvus corone corone, Corvus monedula,
Pica pica and Larus cachinnans (+ hunting
seasans established for all these species except
Larus cachinnans)

¢ Since 1985, Tetrao urogallus has been protected
in the regions of Lomraine, Alsace, Franche-Comté &
Rh?n/e-Alps under the Orders of 10/12/85 and
11/4/91

¢ Also, under the Order of 26/6/87, 7 other species
not listed in Anmex II/1 or 11/2 were removed from
the list of specics classed as game: Corvus corone
corane, Corvus corone corntx, Corvus frugflegus,
Corvus monedula, Pica pica. Sturnus vulgaris and
Garrulus glandarius

¢ Also under Law 157/92: -

- Fringflla coclebs & Fringflla montifringfila were
reinstated and Bonasa bonasia {species not
huntable in Italy according to Annex I1/2) was
added to the list of species which may be hunted.
- 4 species were removed from the list of species
which may be hunted: Tringa totanus, Numenius
arquata, Tetrao urogallus and Pluvialis apricaria

(all 4 species huntable tn Italy according to
Annex 11/2)
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~~-KEY TO THE QUICK REFERENCETABLES (TABLES 5 N0

species absent in the country
species protected under national legislation - -

species protected under national legislation although it may be hunted
in that particular country according to Annex I to the directive

spedies for which a hunting season is established under national
legislation

species for which a hunting season was formerly established under
national legislation

species for which a hunting season ts established under national
lcglslauondespneﬂzefactthatttmaymtbehumedmﬁmtpamcular
country according to Annex I to the directive

species classed as game under national legislation but for which no
hunting season is established

species classed as game under national legislation despite the fact that

it may not be hunted in that particular country according to Annex I
tothe directive

protected species but may be killed under licence under specific conditions
laid down national legislation despite the fact that it may not be hunted in
that particular country according to Annex Il to the directive

species considered as a pest species which may be controlled (regulated)
under specific conditions laid down in national legislation

species considered as a pest species which may be controllied (regulated)
under specific conditions laid down in national legislation despite the fact

that it may not be hunted tn that particular country according to Annex
11 to the directive

m male
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TABLE S

MS B UK
D |DK| E F |G It JIRL| L |NL} P
SpPECIES F |lw GB |NIRL

Anser {abalis G G|+ |+ P + + P P P + P P AP
Anser anser + G|+ ]|+ + + ]aG| P | P + P + +
Branta canadensits G G|+ |+ Al A A A P A A + P
Anas penelope + + |+ + + + + + P + + + |+
Anas strepera G G + + “+ “+ + P + + + +
Anas crecca + + ]+ 1+ + + + + + P + + + +
Anas platyrhynchos + + |+ ]+ 4+ |+ + + ] + + + + + +
Anas acuta G Gl+ |+ + + + + + P + + +
Anas querquedula G G|+ |+ “+ + + + AP P G + P P
Anas clypeata G GG ]|+ + + + + + P + | + + +
Aythya ferina G G|+ ]|+ + + + + + P + + + +
Aythya fuligula G G|+ + |+ |« + | « Pl « + + +
Lagopus lagopus A AJlA A | A Al + A A A + +
scoticus

Lagopus mutus A AJGlA [A*] + | A + 1 A Al A A + A
Alectorts graeca A A |APL A A + + + A A A Al A A
Alectoris rufa A A APl A « + + + A A + + +
Perdix perdix + + |+ ]+ + + 1AG])] « + 1AG]| «+ P + +
Phasfanus colchicus + + |+ 1+ + + + + |« m)] + + | + + |+
Fulica atra “+ + |+ 1+« + + + + P + + P
Lymnocryptes G G|P |« + + + + + laP + P +
minimus

Gallinago gallinago G |aGlP ]|« + + + + ] + J]aAP] + + + +
Scolopax rusticola AP | « J + ]+ | <« + + + + + + + + +
Columba livia A AJAGIA |« |+ ]+« lP]lP]lA +«+]J]C}|C
Columba palumbus + + {1+ |+C| « + “ « |«C| « C + C C

** N.B. the sub-spectes Lagopus ¢ The spectes in question here s the feral
mutus pyrenaicus ts protected pigeon and not the rock dove. The latter

in E (Royal Decree 1497/1986) specics s protected tn GB and NIRL
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TABLE 6 (i)

-u.‘v-;-. \q\ g ~—o-...,. ¥ o
e Y e U r ettt e v, RS2

MS B UK
D |[DK|E | F | G t JIRL| L [ NL} P
Species Flw " GB |NIRL
{

Cygnus olor P P|l+|P |AP| P P P L P A P AP
Anser brachyrthynchus | G GO |+ P | P P Pl P O] A + +
Anser albifrons G G+ |+ | 2 + + P ° P + A + .
Branta bernicla P Pl«jaP|P |P {PlP|P|P|]LO|]P| L

Netta rufina P PlO|P + + P P P | o P AP
Aythya marila G G|l«+]+ P | + + Pl + P + P ° +
Somateria mollissima PlO] « P + P i a A P | AP
Clangula hyemalis PlPlO]+ |A]+ P|P 1 e P l'_'l A o A®
Melanitta nigra P Pl«+ |+ . + P P b P a P . A
Melantitta fusca P Pl+|+ |P|+ |P|P]| = pla]| P o | A
Bucephala clangula P PlO]+ |AP| + + P + P o A + +
Mergus serrator P PlO |+ . P P P . P a ) L AP
Mergus merganser P|lPlaj«|P|P|P|P|ee}jP|lOo|A]|L|aP
Bonasa bonasia P | PlOJA |AP| « ' PIX]A|P| A} A] A A
Tetrao tetrix G G|+ |aP| P Hm)] A + 1 A A (&) A + A
Tetrao urogallus AlA]l+«]|]A ]| bm]P lael A ]A] A] A} + A
Alectoris barbara A A JAPJ A + | A A + A A A A P A
Coturnix coturnix P PlO|]P + + + +]1 P P ) + P P
Meleagris gallopavo AlA]l«]la]AalAa]alA]lA]A]lAJA] A A
Rallus aquaticus P Pl|P}]P o + P + P P P P P
Gallinula chloropus AG|AG|P P | ¢ |+ |+ PIP| P+ + N
Haematopus ostralegus | P Pi{Plae| |+ PPl P]PLP]|P|P P
Pluvialis apricaria G G|Plaej* |« | P Jae ) + P + “+ + +
Pluvialis squatarola P PlP |lae] + P Pl P P P P o A

¢ only on the Canary Islands



TABLE 6 (ii)
S PECIES IS TED I ANNEX AT S JNMEMBER STATES (MS) Sz
S QUIC sa E smwzou ‘ *m*i 2' & wgwigww =
MS B UK
D |DK| E F |G { JIRL] L [ NL} P
Species F|w , GB |NIRL
!

Vanellus vanellus AC 1AC| P |a®] + + + + o P P |aO| P P
Calidris canutus 3 PP jae ] + | P P P P P P P
Philomachus pugnax P P{P]P o + P “+ P | 3 P
Limosa limosa P PP jace] o + P + P P P [a0}-P . P
Limosa lapponica P PP |ao ]| o + P lae| P P P P o o
Numenfus phaeopus P PP |+ ] + P P P P P ) . A
Numentus arquata P PP+ ° + P |ae]| «+ P P ° +
Tringa erythropus PlP|Plac]e |« |p|PlPlPp|lP|lP|lpP|oP
Tringa totanus P|{P|Plae]le |+ P laelJP |P|l P|P] « .
Tringa nebularia P PP jae] + Pl P P P P 3 P
Larus ridtbundus aviavie lecl«|rp | |p]lP|P|lv]P] P |0P
Larus canus Pl lep|l«fec]|elr]|e|p|lp|p]|p|ler]lr|r
Larus fuscus P Pl+«l+ |+ |P PPV ]P P|lP| V v
Larus argentatus avlav| .+ |+c plep|lelv]|plvlp|v]|w
Larus marinus P Pjl«+]+ P P P Pl Vv P ) o v v
Columba oenas P P|lO|P + + + P{ P P P + P AP
Streptopelia decaocto P Pl+]+ |+P] «+ P P| P P P laO] V¥V P
Streptopelia turtur P PlO + + + P P P + P |. P
Alauda arvensis P PP P + | + + P P P P b
Turdus merula P |AP| P jJaV | o + + + P P P . P
Turdus pfiaris . P P|P JaAP | « + + +«| P P P + P P
Turdus philomelos PplPlrplp|«]«]l«]|l«lpP]|ePp pl+| P |0P
Turdus fliacus P PlP|P + | « + +«+! P P P + P P
Turdus viscivorus P PlP]P + + + P P P P + P P

* species protected under Royal Decree 3181/1980
but hunting season established in some regions
(Conmumidades Autbnomas)
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TABLE 7

o 2 Y- s i Rtk g oes [ e s g

S;OF@PECIES NOT&L!STEDJN;ANNEX‘!QBUT FOR WH!CH :l' AKIN
SOTLSNY ;eé

s Dt

NIROIJHISIA AUIHORISED;:NMEMBER,STATES (MS

:nmua.(smmnou AT so 06.92)

i '“"'"""’ BERREE R u sk J&.T.g‘;; -

B UK
M.S. D |OK|E | F |G| t|W®L|L]|N|P | —Fp
SPECIES Elw GB | NIRL

Phalacrocorax carbo r PP |Py|P P p P L p P p L P
Phalacrocorax P P Pi{Py}| P P p P P P P P L p
aristotelis

Ardea cinerea PO {Pw| P P P P L P P p L P
Branta leucopsis P PlP]P P P P P | P a P L P
Accipiter nisus P PiL]|L P P P P P P P P P
Accipiter gentilis P PlLI]L P P P P P P P P P P
Buteo buteo P P{L]|L P P P P P P ) P P P
Alectoris chukar A AjJALA A A X A A A A A A A
Fringtlla fringilia plepieplPpiPr|lP|lPp | Xx]P|PlP]lP]|P P
Fringilla montifringilla P PlPY}P P P P X P P P P P
Oriolus oriolus P PP Y|P P P A P P P P P P
Merops aplaster plplPlPlP|PlalP]P|P|lP|P]CP P
Corvus coronc corone |lav |{av | P lav{XOolw | A X v | X |vOlvOo} v
Corvus cor-onc cornix P PP jlavw] A P v X v |aP] O P v A 4
Corvus frugilegus P |av|P lavw]| P P p X v |aP| O P v v
Corvus monedula avlav]lrelavi{xalr v X v P |lval P v
Pica pica Av|av]| P |avw]XD) v X v | X vajlval - Ay
Garrulus glandarius Avl iavwlP lavw]l P v X p X Xgilval « P
Sturnus vulgaris v PPy | X0 v X1 v | P| v | YO ~ v
Sturmus unicolor Ala Al A |4+ P N L Al A c|a A
Passer domesticus v P P lav | P p v X v P v P v v
Passer hispancolensis | A AlA Plr oy Pl oA Al A P A
Passer ftaliae A A P8 A I N I X A A A A A A
Passer montanu:, v Y P 1’ P i A 4 X P P P P r [




SPDCIAL MEASURES TAKEN BY MEMBER STATES
FOR THE WIS] _;_U.SE OF HUNTED SPECIES
' ‘{1981 - 199 1)

B

In both the Flemish and Walloon regions, for all game species. the population levels
determine whether hunting is autharised or not.

Even when hunting has been authorised, #f may be temporarily or permancntly
prohibited where circumstances such as bad weather or secvere winters have a
harmful effect on bird population levels.

The Federal Decree on Hunting Seasons of 2/4/77: establishes hunting periods
during which hunting of the species listed tn the Decree is authorised. Hunting is

prohibited outside the periods tndicated and for those game species for which no
hunting season has been established.

In addition, the Linder may shorten or suspend hunting seasons. In the event of
the biological balance being disturbed or serious damage being caused to crops.
the Lander may, for specific areas or hunting reserves, prolong hunting secasons or
establish hunting seasons far species with no hunting scason laid down 1n the

above-mentioned Decree. During the breeding pertod. the hunting of adult birds s
prohibited unt{l the young become tndependent.

DK

Hunting seasons for certain species of birds have been shortened over the last 20

years. The hunting seasons in 1983 and. tn brackets, those prior to 1983 are
indicated below

‘hunt_lngscasonfrom 1/9 to31/12 (from 1/81031/12)
- Anser fabalis

-- Ansecr albifrons
-- Anser brachyrhynchus
-- Branta canadensts
-- Numenius arquata
-- Numenius phacopus

* hunting secason from 1/9 to 29/2

-- Larus ridtbundus {from 16/8 0 29/2)
-- Larus canus - -

-- Fulica atra - -

-- Larus fuscus - (from 16/8 to 30/4)
-- Larus argentatus -

-- Larus marnnus - -

* hunung season from 1/9 10 31/12 (from 16/8 10 31/12)
-- Anas platyrhynchos

-- Anas querquedula

-- Anas crecca




hunting scason from 1/9 to 31/12 (from 16/8 to 31/12) (cont'd)
— Anas acuta

— Anas penclope

— Anas clypeata

— Gallinago gallinago .
— Lymnocryptes minimus

* hunting season from 16/10 t0 30/11  (from 21/10 to 30/11)
— Phasianus colchicus (female)

« hunting period from 1/10 to 29/2 (from 16/8 to 29/2)
— Aythya ferina

* hunting period from 1/10 to 31712 (from 24/9 to 31/12 + from 1/3 to 7/4)
— Scolopax rusticola - -

Hunungissmcﬂypmhmmdwmgthepeuodwhmungratmybkﬂsmtumto
their breeding grounds in the spring. Under Royal Decree 10385/19891 of 8/9/89,
this period s established throughout Spain s between 1/2 and 31/5.

The hunting scason for waterfowl (established at regional level) may not begin
before 15/10 (Under Royal Decree 1095/1989). The aim is to protect waterfowl
specics which become more vulnerable during the summer as the water Jevel in

wetlands gradually decreases. The wIIOdatemnespmdstotheometofﬂxc
autumn rains,

In the event of exceptional circumstances (weather or biological factors) affecting or
possibly affecting Jocally one or several species which may be hunted, the regional
authoﬂﬂsmaymposctcmpmmmatmhnns or specific bans on the capture of
these species.

Whma:chmcp&nﬂ&wms&msaﬁedaﬂspe&swhﬂ:mayhehuntedman
arca extending beyond a single reglon, temporary moratoriums and spectfic bans on
huntmgmaybcﬁnposedbytheumlstryofl.gdadm Fisheries and Food in
association with the regional authorities tn order to protect those species.

Decree 86-571 of 14/3/862 establishes the procedure for opening and closing
hunting seasons which run from 1/9 to 29/2 for most species. This Decree also
provides for shorter hunting scasons with spectfic opening and closing dates to
take into account the status of some particularly threatened species :

— Tetrao urogallus (from 15/9 to 15/10)

— Tetrao tetrix (from 15/9 to 15/10)

— Lagopus mutus (from 1/9 to 11/11)

— Alectorts graeca {from 1/9 to 11/11)

-- Bonasa bonasta {from 1/9 to 11/11)

In order to encourage the protection and restocking of game, the Prefect of the
Department, who establishes the hunting seasons in an annual Order, may, for
T

- atm of vestoring

— limif the number of days during which hunting s allowed

)] wmmdmummmmamymyum
aormas para su oroteccibn

r)) Décret 86571 du 14.3.86 fixant Les modalités d'ouverture et de cléture de la chasse



In addition. Prefects may prohibit the hunting of certain species which may be
hunted (Rural Code. art. R 224-7).

Traditionally, on the Channel and Atlantic coasts and in several Departments in
the Paris basin. the hunting of wildfow] used to begin on 14/7. This practce was
modified recently after it was reprimanded by the Council of State (Conseil d'Etal)
(in its dectston of 7/10/88) which took the view that the breeding and rearing
periods for some species were not over by that date.

The opening dates for hunting scasons take account of the development and
dependence of the young. The closing dates are based on the different migration
periods using data collected at regional level.

The Joint Ministerial Decision (JMD) 414985 of 29/11/851 establishes a list of
arcas where hunting is not permitted or for which special regulations or
prohibitions on hunting apply e.g. national parks, permanent game reserves,
hunting parks etc. '

In addttion, under the JMD, the Ministry of Agriculture may restrict the hunting
season, the days of the week on which hunting s permitted throughout the whole
country or in parts of it and the number of quarry killed {f, owing to particularly
harsh conditions, {t s established that there is a risk of decrease in the numbers
of certain species of wild birds. Thus the hunting of Perdix perdix and Anser anser
has been banned since 1984 and 1991 respectively as a result of a sharp decline
in their populations. Furthermore, there has been a total ban on the spring
hunting of Streptopelia turtur since 1985.

Under the Decree of 20/12/792, as from the season 1979-80, the hunting scason
for certain species of birds that may be hunted was reduced as follows:

1) for the following spectes, the end of the hunting season was brought
forward from 31/3 to 10/3 (start of the season rematned unchanged: 18/8):

-- Passer ftaliac -- Anas querquedula

-- Passer domesticus -- Aythya fuligula

-- Sturnus vulgaris -- Gallinago gallinago

-- Rallus aquaticus -- Columba palumbus

-- Anas penelope -- Lymnocryptes minimus
-- Anas acuta - Pluvialis apricaria

1) for the following species, the end of the season was brought forward from
~ 31/3 to 10/38 (start of the season rematned unchanged: 3rd Sunday n Sept.):

-- Turdus phflomelos -- Corvus monedula
— Turdus flfacus - Corvus frugfiegus
-- Gallerida cristata ¢ -- Corvus corone corone
— Alauda arvensis -~ Vanellus vanellus

1) for the following species, the end of the season was brought forward from
31/3to28/2 (staxtgf the season remained unchanged: 18/8):

1) Joint Misisterial Decision 414985 (23/11/85): Measures for the Management of Wad Binds
2) becreto del 2n.12.79 ¢ Variazione dell'elénmoocdelle specie cacciabili

71
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-- Passer montanus -- Philomachus pugnax

-- Anas creoca — Aythya ferina

— Anas strepera — Numenius arquata
-- Anas clypeata : — Tringa totanus

- Limosa lapponica * !

1v) finally, for the following spécics, the end of the scason was brought forward
from 31/3 to 28/2 (start of the season remained unchanged: 3rd Sun tn Sept):

— Turdus pfiaris — Lullula arborea ¢

‘spod&withdmwnﬁnmthchstdspodswhﬂchmaybchuntedbythcbeaecof
4/6/821

The new Hunting Law (no. 157) of 11/2/922 replaces Law 968/77. Under thc
new Law 157, the hunting scason was shortened for several species of birds
which may be hunted (including some already affected by the Decree of
20/12/79) as follows: (the previous hunting scasons are indicated 1n brackets)

1) hunting season from Srd Sunday in Sept. to S1/12:

-Counnn:ooumua/sto31112)+ -Passer ttaliae (18/8 to 10/3)°
-Sueptopeuauxrhn' - “+ <Passer domesticus *
. “* -Alauda arvensts (3rd Sun tn Sept. to 10/3)*

Passu‘mmtxnns (18/8t0 28/2) *

11 hunting season from Srd Sunday in Sept. to S1/1:

-Sturnus valgaris (18/8 to 10/3) ° qAnasxﬂatyﬂlyndlos(lsmto%ﬂk
-Rallus aquaticus °  <Fulicaatra :

-Anas penclope - - ¢  <Gallinula chloropus * - +
-Anas scufa - - °  -Anascrecca - i
-Anas querquedula N °  -Anasstrepera - «e
-Aythyafuligsla  *  *  * Amascypeata T 7
-Gallinago gallinago ~ - ©  -Aythyaferina . - . e
-Columba palumbus - ¢ <Philomachus pugnax” e
-Lymnocryptes mintmus - °
‘mrduspﬂans(stdSundaymScptcmba'to%Iz)"

-Scolopax rusticola ~ +

~Turdus phflomelos (31"(‘1 Sunday in September to 10/3) °

~Turdus fltacus - -

-Corvus monedula  * IR * e

-Corvus frugflegus  © - . .o

~Corvus corotie corone - * bl

~Vandllusvanclius * - - il

111) hunting season from 1/10 to S0/11:

Lagopusmnh:s(&d&nulaymScptembertosllmh-
~Tetrao tetrix

-Alectorts graeca - - ‘ - ..

+pvcviouslnmﬂngscason—mda'l.aw968m
* previcus hunting scason — under the Decree of 20/12/79

Under Law 157792, the reglons may:
- bring forward the opening date of the hunting scason to l/9forspeanespeaes

1 ‘Docreto dol 4/6/82: Vasiazion! affelenco delle specie di uccelll cacciablli . .
2; Legge no. 157 : Norme per la protezione cbuafam-selvahcameper.’ll prelievo
venatorio. (Entered into force on 27.2.90



provided that they also bring forward the closing date (Article 18 para. 2) so that
the duration of the hunting scason s not increased.

- prohubft or reduce the hunting of specific species for pre-cstablished periods for
reasons linked to their population levels or in the event of particular ecological or
climatic conditions or in the cvent of discases or other disasters {Article 19, para 1).

1.

Under the Wildltfe Act 1976, tn the tnterest of conserving fauna. hunting scasons
may temporarily be suspended in the event of scvere weather (section 27).

There is also provision in legislation for the prohibition of hunting in specific areas:
wildfowl sanctuarics. There arc a total of 68 such statutory no-shooting arcas
throughout the country.

Hunting may be prohibited temporarily when it snows.

Under ccxtam provisions of the Hunting Act of 30/5/841, the State or municipal
authorities may rent hunting areas. This measure was taken to create game
reserves. Hunting may also be prohibited in State property (State forests).

Under the 1954 Hunting Actz, the hunting of certain species. of birds may be
prohibited during the open scason when their populations decline sharply (Article 20).

Discussions are currently underway at Ministerial level on the possibility of

changing the opening date of the hunting season of Anas platyrhynchos from 24/7
to mid-August.

Great Britain

Under the Wildlffe & Countryside Act (1981), hunting seasons are established for
the 19 species which may be hunted according to Schedule 2, part I of this Act: in

general from 1/9 to 31/1. Outside these seasons (L.e. in the close season), hunting
1s prohibited.

The 1981 Act also makes provision for hunting to be banned by Order during the

open season in the event of severe weather preventing wild birds feeding because of
ice, snow and frozen ground.

Northern Ireland

Stmflarly, under the Wildlife (NT) Order 1985/171, hunting scasons are established
for all 14 species which may be hunted according to Schedule 2, part I of the Order:
from 1/9 to 31/1. Qutside these hunting seasons (Le. in the close scason), hunting
ts prohibited. The Department of the Eavironment (N) may introduce a ban on
hunting during the open season in periods of severe weather.

1) Loi du 30/584 modiiant et complétant La bsgisiation sur fa chasse
2) Jachitwet )
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DEROGATIONS AAUTHORISED BY- MEMBER STATES
Fhd i v UNDER ARTICLE 9

Article 9:

1.  Member Suates may derogate from the provisions of Articles 5. 6. 7 and 8 .
where there (s no other satisfactory solution, for the following reasons:

al - tn the tnterests of public health and safety
- tn the tnterests of air safety
- to prevent serlous damage to crops, livestock, forests, fisheries and water
- for the protection of flora and fauna

b) - for the purposes of research and teaching. of re-population, of
re-tntroduction and for the breeding necessary for these purposes

d - to permit, under strictly supervised conditions and on a selective basts,
the capture, keeping or other judicious use of certain birds th small numbers.

2.  The derogations must speclfy:
- the species which are subject to the derogations
- the means, arrangements or methods authorised for capture of killing
- the conditions of risk and the ctrcumstanoes of ttme and place under which
such derogations may be granted '
- the authority empowered to declare that the required conditions obtain and

to decide what means. arrangements or methods may be used. within what
limits and by whom

- the controls which will be carried out

3.  Each year, the Member States shall send a report to the Comumission on the
implemeruation of this Article

4. On the basts of the tnformation avatlable to it. and tn particular the
tnformation communicated & pursuant to paragraph 3, the Commission
shall at all times ensure that the consequences of these derogations are
not tnoompatible with this directive. It shall take appropriate steps to this end.




Member States have notified derogations from Articles 5, 6, 7 and 8 of the
directive for certain species of birds. A country-by-country summary of these
derogations is presented in the following tables, covering the period 1981 -
1989 unless otherwise indicated. The reasons given are divided into five
categories in accordance with Atticle 9:

1. in the interests of public health and safety
2. in the interests of air safety

3. to prevent serious damage to crops, livestock, forests, fisheries and -
water

4. for the protection of flora and fauna

S. to permit, under strictly supervised conditions and on a selective basis,
the capture, keeping or other judicious use of certain birds in small
numbers’

Derogations for scientific reasons (research, ringing etc.) or for the keeping
and stuffing of dead birds have not been included.

Key: n/c = not communicated -




‘COUNTRY: Bélgiumi‘(Fliiders) &<

76

£71981771989 . |

REASON SPECIES ACTIVITY PERMITTED
1 Larus ridibundus Kifll/scare
Larus argentatus '
1/3 Passer domesticus Kill/scare
Passer montaruss - -
Stumus vulgaris - -
2 Larus ridtbundus Kfll/scare -
Larus argentatus - -
Vanellus vanellus Kill/capture
3 Arnas platyriymnchos Kl
Columba palumbus
3/4 Pica ploa Kill/scare
Corvus monedula
Coruvus corone corone
Garrulus glandarius
4 Phasiarwus colchicus Capture of reared birds which have been released
S Accipiter gentilis Keep and transport for use tn falconry
Accipiter nisus :
Falco peregriruts total no, of birds concerned: 65 (87)
Fualco blarmicus : - 66 (88)
Fualco cherrug
S Carduelis chloris Capture and keep for recreational purposes
Carduetis cannabtna — Capture using non-automatic cages
Carduelis sptnus with a maxtmum volume of 50 dm*®
Fringllla coelebs total no, of birds concerned: 21.844 (86)
22.965 ('88)
5 Turdus philomelos Keep certain species in large cages for
Embertza schoeniclus breeding .
Embertza cltrtnella total no. of binds concerned:  268.000 ('86)
Embertza calandra 285.000 ('87)
Carduelis chloris 257.486 ('88)
Carduells sptruts
Carduells carduelis
Carduelis flavirostris
Carduelis flarumea
Carduelis cannabtna
Fringllla coelebs
Fringtlla montifringllia
Coccothraustes cocoothraustes
Pyrtudapprtwda
Loxia curvirostra -




COUNTRY: Belgxum (Flanders) (cont'd)

. 1981 - 1989

77

REASON

SPECIES

ACTIVITY PERMITTED

Phoenicopterus ruber
Branta ruficollis

Branta leucopsis

Anser erythropus
Tadoma tadoma .

Possess under transitional measures

-- During the transition to a stricter system
of protection. persons already in possession
of birds which could legally be kept under the
previous system, were authorised to keep
those particular birds until the death of the
latter '
total no, of transitional authorisations:
14.600 ('85 - ‘89
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+1981--:1989

REASON SPECIES ACTIVITY PERMITTED

Keep
Bombyctlla garrulus total no, of birds concermed: 497 ('87)
Serinus serinus .

Phoentoonaias minor -
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REASON

SPECIES

ACTIVITY PERMITTED

Passer domesticus

Kill/capture/transport

172

Larus ridibundus

Larus argentatus
Vanellus vanellus y

Kill,

Columba palumbus
Passer montanus

Sturnus vulgarts

KM
Kill/capture/transport

3/4

Pica pica

Garrulus glandarius
Corvus monedula
Corvus frugllegus

Corvus corone corone

Phaslaruss colchicus

Capture of reared birds which have been relcased

Falco peregrtruts
Falco blarmicus
Fualoo rusticolus
Faloco cherrug
Acciplter nisus
Acciptier gentilis

Keépandtnnsportforfalcomy
total no, of birds concemed: 30 (88)
40 (89)

Capture for the purpose of supplying

birds (aviculture)

- Capture using non automatic cag

of 50 dm® max. :

total no. of birds concerned: 38.744 (87)
40.664 ('88)
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REASON SPECIES ACTIVITY PERMITTED
1 Corvus frugllegus K
2 Pica pica Capture/kill/scare
Garrulus glandarius
Corvus corone corone . *
Corvus frugllegus
Columba Uvia
Larus sp.
Accipiter gentilis
Buteo buteo
3 Corvus frugllegus Capture/kill/scare/destroy nests i
Corvus corone cormix
Phalacrocorax carbo
Podiceps cristatus
Ardea cinerea
3/4 . Ploapica R
Corvits corone corone -
Corous corone comix -
Garrulus glandartus - ‘
Acciptier nisus Capture/kill & capture/release tn
Accipiter gentilts another area
Buteo buteo -
[ Carduelis carduelts Capture, keep and breed for recreational
Carduelis cannabtna purposes (aviculture)
Pyrttwla pyrrtuda total no, of birds concerned: 12 (87)
Oarduellssptmxs . © 41 (88)
.
Carduelis flammea
Ertthacus rubecula
Cygnuus olor
S Fringtilidae Keep and breed birds already held in captivity
m&iﬁ:ﬁsmm: n/c
S Accipiter gentilis Capture and keep for falconry
Do, of birds concerned: 16 (87)
10 (88)
5 Falco peregrirus Keep and breed (for falconry)
Aquila cluysaetos no. of birds concerned: n/c
Mivus milvus




##1987-:1989¢
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ACTIVITY PERMITTED

Kai
Capture/scare/kill
Capture/mise & mort
Kal

172

Kill
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YCOUNTRY: 5= iiDenmark:{cont'd):
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#1987 <1989

REASON SPECIES

ACTIVITY PERMITTED

Kill

Capture/destroy nests
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‘COUNTRY: - 7:1986-1989
'@{‘w“"‘h"‘ﬁ”: . - =R e R
REASON SPECIES ACTIVITY PERMITTED
3 Stumus unioolor Capture/hunt/kill
Stumus vulgaris
Pica pica
Corvus corax
Corvus corone corone
Corvus monedula
Cyanopica cyanus
Galliruda chloropus
Alauda arvensis
Turdus merula
Turdus plarts
Turdus phflomelos -
Turdus Glacus
Turdus visctvorus
Passer domesticus
Anas platyrhynchos
Columba sp.
Otis tetrax
Burhinus oedicnemus
4 Larus cachimnans For the protection of Larus audouinit on the
' Chafarinas islands (as part of a conservation
and management project)
S Falco peregriruts Capture of young by removing from nest for
Falco tirumnaudus breeding (for falconry)
Acciptter gentflis -total no, of birds concerned: 56 (87)
Acciplter nisus .
S Fringlllidae & - Capture using nets and imes, and keeping
Embertzidae n cages for recreational purposes (aviculture)
total no, of captures authorised:
76.261.390 ('86)
40.470.115 (87)
5.945.794 ('88)
3.799.557 ('89)
S Turdidae Capture using ltmes — traditional hunting

n eastern Spain (regions of Cataluna
and Valencia)
total no, of captures authortsed:
12.902.400 (‘'86)
10.111.140 (87)
17.668.492 ('88)
6.971.336 ('89)




. “»Spain‘(cont'd) -

r 1986 - 1989

REASON

SPECIES

ACTIVITY PERMITTED

Alectoris rufa

Columba palumbus*
Columba oenas +

Hunting using calling males during
the breeding period

(region of'Aragdn)

- Traditional hunting

no. of birds concerned: n/c

Capture using “coll " type nets (in the

Balearic Islands region)

-- Traditional hunting

no. of captures authorised:
1.372.032 ('89)

Capture using vertical nets

(Navarra region)

— Traditional hunting

no, of birds concerned: 2000 ('89)*
100 ('89)+
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.. 1981 - 1989

SPECIES ACTIVITY PERMITTED
1 Larus argentatus Kl
2 Larus ridibundus Kl

Larus argentatus

Columba paluambus

Corvus frugllegus

Corvus oorone corone

Stumus vulgaris

Vanellus vanellus

3/4 Coruus frugllegus Kill

Corpus corone corone

Stanus vulgaris -

Plca plca

Columba palumbus

Garrulus glandarius

Larus argentatus

Larus ridibundus

S Turdus merula Capture using limes on trees in the

Turdus pllarts south-cast (Departments: Alpes de Haute-

Turdus liacus Provence, Alpes-Maritimes, Bouches-du-

Turdus visclvorus Rhone, Var & Vaucluse)

Turdus philomelos - The purpose of this type of capture 1s to
obtatn calling birds for tradftional hunting
no, of birds concerned: $0.000 ('87)

47.862 ('88)
S Alauda arvensts Capture and Idll using “pantes”
- (horizontal trap-nets) tn the Departments of
Gironde, Lot et Garonne, Landes, Pyrénées-
Atlantiques) and using "matoles” (small
cages mounted on traps) in the Departments
of Lot et Garonne, Landes, Tam et Garonne
no. of birds concerned: 807.000 ('87)
684.000 ('88)
S Turdus merula - Capture and Idll using snares tn the

Turdus pllaris Ardennes

Twrdus facus - Trapping by means of horse-hatr snares

Turdus viscvorus attached to branches batted with sorb berries

Twrdus philomelos or placed on the ground
totalmo, of birds concerned:  10.460 (88)

19.609 ('89)
5 Vanellus vanellus* Capture and Idll using trap-nets with a mesh

Pumialis apricaria+ stze of at least 8 cm. tn the Ardennes

Tringa nebularia

Tringa totarus no. of birds concerned: 1917 ('88)*

8 (88)+

1954 ('89)°
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Gallinago media

COUNTRY: France (cont'd) 1981 - 1989
REASON SPECIES ACTIVITY PERMITTED
S Columba palumbus Capture and kill using "pantes” (horizontal
: trap-nets) 1n the Departments of Gers,
Gironde, Landes, Lot et Garonne, Pyrénées-
Atlantiques and using “pantiéres” (vertical nets
in the Department of Pyrénées Atlantiques
no. of birds concerned: 200.000 ('88)
200.000 ('89)
5 Acciplter gentilis Capture by taking young from nest, possess
Acciplter nisus and transport for the purpose of falconry
Falco peregriruts total no, of birds concerned: 287 (87)
18(88) -~
5 Tringa glareola Derogations anticipated for hunting plans
Tringa ochropus which have never been established
Branta bernicla '
Calidris alptna
Areraria tnterpres
Charadrius hiaticula
Charadrius alexandrinus
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-+ 19811989 |

SPECIES

ACTIVITY PERMITTED

Corvus corone corone
Corvus monedula
Pica ploa

Garrulus glandarius
Passer domesticus
Passer

montarus
Passer hispanfolensis

 Stumus vulgaris

Oriolus orlolus
Merops aplaster

Capture/idll

]

Cocoothraustes coccothraustes® Import of live birds from Pakistan for =~
Embertza melanocephala+ commercial purposes

no, of birds concerned: 100 ('89)*
650 ('89)+
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"COUNTRY: .~ -dtalyisg. Lo ..1987- 1989
REASON SPECIES ACTIVITY PERMITTED
2 Larus argenuatus Kill/scare
Larus minutus
Storuss vulgaris
3/4 Corvus corone corone Kl
Coruvus corone cormix
Corvus monedula
Corvus frugllegus
Garrulus glandarius
Poapica
Storats vulgarts
Passer ttaliae -
Passer montaruis
Phalacroocorax carbo
Larus argentatus
Larus miruttus
Larus ridibundus
5 Alauda arvensis Capture by means of nets, for use as calling
birds (Lombardia, Veneto, Friuli-Venezia-Giulia)
no. of binds concerned:
Lombardfa: 3072 ('89)
Veneto: 1661 ('89)
Friuli-Venezia-Giulia: 4131 ('89)
5 Turdus merula Capture by means of nets, for use as calling
Turdus pilaris birds (Lombardia, Veneto, Friuli-Venezia-Gfulia,
Turdus philomelos Genova)
Turdus fiacus total no. of birds concerned, by species:
Stuionuts vulgarts T. merula: 27.752 ('89) ‘
T. pilaris: §9.338 ('89)
T. phiiomelos: 106.181 ('89)
T. fiacus: 36.863 ('89)
S. vulgaris: 4.663 ('89)
5 Passer domesticus Capture by means of nets, for use as calling
Passer montanus birds (Veneto, Lombardia)
total no, of birds concerned: §26 (89)
S Vanellus vanellus Capture by means of nets, for use as calling
birds (Lombardia, Marche)
no. of birds concerned: 448 ('89)
S Coturnix coturnix Capture by means of nets, for use as calling

birds (Marche)
no. of binds concemned: 400 ('89)
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R 71981 - 1989

SPECIES ACTIVITY PERMITTED

Stmnus vulgarts Capture/kill/scare
Passer domesticus
Larus argentatus
Larus fuscus
Larus martnus

Plca ptea
Ertthacus rubecula Scare

Motacllla alba

Htrundo rustica Remove nests

Larus ridibundus Capture/kill/scare
Iiamsamus

Larus argentatus

Larus martws

Stanus mdgarts

Vanellus vanellus

Puwmsalis apricaria

Coruvus monedula

Corvus frugllegus -
Corvus corone corone

Pica ploa Capture/idll/scare

Corvus ocorone corone ®

Corous corone cormix -

Corvus monedula -

Larus ridibundus Kill/scare using decoys. alphachlaralose
and shooting
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-COUNTRY: . dreland (cont'd) .- 1981 - 1989
REASON SPECIES ACTIVITY PERMITTED
S Falco peregrinus -« % Take from nest and possession for
Falco tinnunculus falconry and captive breeding
Acciptter nisus total no, of btrds concerned: 17 ('87)
o 27 (88)

37 (89)
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COUNTRY: i:: - - :luxembourg - s 1981 - 1989
REASON SPECIES ACTIVITY PERMITTED
3 Sturnus vulgaris Hunt/scare
- Columba palionbus Hunt
4 Coruus corone canme‘ Hunt}scare n order to protect small
Pica pica birds
Garrulus glandarius
5 Corvus corone corone Occasional shooting
Pica pica - traditional hunting
Garrulus glandartus




iNetherlands s

%1987:=A989

92

SPECIES

Ardea cinerea

Larus ridibundus
Larus marbuss
Larus argertatus
Larus canus
Vanellus vanellus
Columba oenas

Columba palumbus

Corvus monedula
Pioa ploa

Sturruss vulgarts
Aras playrtynchos
Anas oreooa

Aythya futigula

Aythya fertra
Perdtx perdix

Puwlaits apricaria

Ardea ctnerea
Haewmatopus ostralegus

Vanelius vanellus

Collect eggs

Capture and release fn another




33

Anthropoides virgo

BGOUNT cinériands:(contd) 19871989
REASON SPECIES ACTIVITY PERMITTED
3 Larus ridtbundus K
Larus marinus
Larus argentatus
Streptopelia decaocto
Ardea ctnerea
Gallfruila chloropus :
Podlioeps cristatus Ki1ll/collect eggs/disturb nests
4 Larus argentatus Collect eggs and disturb nests
Larus ridthundus
Larus fuscus
Larus canus
4 Larus argentatus Kiit
Larus ridtbundus
s Acciptier gentflts Keep eggs and nests for breeding for
Faloo peregrinus falconry
total no, of binds reared: 25 (88)
25 (89)
S Acciplter gentilis Possess and transport for falconry
Fulco peregriruts -total no, of birds concerned 220 (88)
- 220 (89)
S Carduelts carduells Possess and keep in cages for recreational
Carduelts sptnus purposes (aviculture)
Carduelis cannabina no. of birds concerned: n/c
Carduelts chlorts
Fringillla coelebs
Embertza clitrtnella
Turdus merula
5 Vanellus vanellies Collect eggs to allow....other use
Do, of birds concerned: n/c
S Phoentoopterus ruber Possess for aviculture {only in 200s)
Phoeniconatas minor total no, of birds concerned: 40 (89)
Cygnus columbiaruss .
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COUNTRY: . Portugal o . 1987::1989 .
REASON SPECIES ACTIVITY PERMITTED
3/5 Columba trocaz Huntng (shooting) on the island of Madetra
1o prevent damage to crops
3 Meraps apiaster Scare |
Tetrax tetrax : Scare/kdll
5 Carduells carduelis Capture using nets for recreational purposes
Carduells chiorts total no, of birds concerned: 36 (88)
Fringllla coelebs
5 Fualco peregrtruus Capture and possession for falconry . -
no. of birds concerned: 1(89)




“«COUNTRY::

1, United mnngmJ

r 1987 - 1989

a5

REASON

SPECIES

ACTIVITY PERMITTED

Columb.a livia
Passer domesticus
Sturruss vulgaris
Branta canadensis
Larus argenvatus

Cygnus olor
Stixaluco

Aras platyrhynchos
Extthacus rubecula

Capturc/kill/destroy cggs and/or nests

Capture and release in another area

Larus ridtbundus
Larus canus

Larus martnus

Larus argentatus
Larus fuscus

Larus ichthyaetus
Vanellus vanellus
Haematopus ostralegus
Coruus corone corone
Coruvus fruglegus
Corvus monedula
Columba liria
Co&mbapalm-;bus
Stumus oudgarts
Alauda arvensts
Perdix perdix
Numentus arquata
Streptopelia decaocto
Garrulus glandartus
Pica ploa

Passer domesticus
Pluvlalis apricaria

Capture/Ikdll birds/remove eggs /dcst;lby
nests

Anser anser )
Anser bractusrfumnchus
Anser flavtrostris
Anser albifrons
Branta bernicla
Branta leucopsts
Branta canadensts
Pyrriuda pyrchula
Coruvus corone corone
Corvus corax

Corvus monedula

Capture/Idll birds/remove eggs/destroy
nests
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1987 - 1989
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REASON

SPECIES

ACTIVITY PERMITTED

Ardea cinerea
Garrulus glandarius
Pica pica

Columba livia

Capturc/kill birds/remove cggs/destroy
nests (cont'd)

Capture/kill birds/remove eggs/destroy
nests

Capture birds/take eggs and nests and move
them to a different area

Recapture of captive specimens

Take and destroy eggs

- the Yeence allows only the clcarance of
nest baxes not currently n use before next
breeding season (only from 01/10 to 31701)

Buteo buteo

Aodipiter nisus
Faloo

Faloo ttrrumculus

Capture and posscss for falconry »
total no, of birds concermeq: 67 (87)
o 48 (88)




';%QQUNTRY: United Kingdom (cont'd)

REASON SPECIES

1987 - 1989

ACTIVITY PERMITTED

S Faloo peregriruss
Aocciptter nisus
Buteo buteo
Loxda agvtrostra

Plectrophenax nivalts

S Alauda arvensis
Turdus merula
Anthus pratensts
Turdus phflomelos
Larus ridibundus
Turdus plaris
Vanellus vanellus
Perdix perdix
Lagopus lagopus sooticus
Turdus fHacus
Trdus visclvorus
Galltruda chloropus
Phasiarus colchicus
Arnas crecca
Anas plairfuymnchos

S Larus argentatus
' Larus fuscus
Larus martus
Larus oaruss
Larus ridibundus*
' Sula bassana+

S Sula bassana

Loxda cagrvtrostra
Falco peregrirwss

Aquila duysaetos
Mious mftous
Faloo peregrtnus
Buteo buteo
Aociptier nisits
Faloo columbartus
Tyto alba

Strix aluoo
Athene noctua
Faloo subbuteo
Podioeps artstatus
Lanius excubitor

Capture for aviculture.
1otal no, of birds concemed: 11 (87)

4 ('88)

Killed in the course of falconry
total no. of birds concerned:
410(1/9/87 - 28/2/88)
1773 (1/9/88 - 28/2/89)

Take and scll eggs for human consumption
no. of eggs concerned: 48.916 (88)*
- %_m m)c

2.000 (89)+

Kill for human consumption _
no, of birds concerned: 2000 (87)
: 2000 ('88)

Take eggs for aviculture

total no, of eggs concerned: 6 (87)

Possess birds which carmot be shown to have
been legally removed from the wild

total no, of birds concerned: 29 (88)

13 (89)
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COUNTRY: United Kingdom (cont'd) 1987 - 1989

REASON SPECIES ACTIVITY PERMITTED

S Sell dead birds

‘ total no, of birds concerned:
364'89) : 236 ancient specimens killed

prior to the directtve and
128 recent specimens
(a total of 134 different

species in 1989)




SREIE BTy A

RESEARCH
1 981 “1 991

C e a Bt i3, .o Cimems s

An important provision of the directive, under Article 10, is that Member
States are to encourage research in the field of conservation of wild birds.

Article 10:

1. Member States shall encourage research and any work required as a basts

jathepmtectbummaganmtamiuseqfthepopdaﬂmqfanspedesof
bird mentioned th Article 1.

2.  Particular attention shall be paid to research and work on the subjects
listed th Annex V. Member States shall send the Commission any trformation
requtred to enable it to take appropriate measures for the coordination of the
research and work referred to tn this Article.

Such research enables a better undefstanding of the biology of a species or
the ecology of a habitat. Scientific knowledge thus acquired can contribute to

providing better protection and more effective management of species and
habitats. _

The main themes of research and studies carried out in the different Member
States since 1981 are presented on the following pages. Where possible, the
organisation in charge and the year are indicated.
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in Flanders:

- study on feeding habits of Ardea cinerea and biological methods to
protect fish farms against predation from this species of bird
(Ecology and Fauna Protection Laboratorys)

- study on the impact of human activities on the natural environment
and study on bio-indicators (Nature Conservation Department of
the Flemish Regional Executive) ; ) )

- study on feeding habits of Podiceps cristatus (Institute for Nature
Protection/IPN2) ;

- research on the trends in populations of waterfowl and waders,
particularly in the 23 SPAs and in the Ramsar sites (IPN) ;

- study on the change, distribution and use of wild geese habitats
in Flanders (IPN) ;

-  research into the relationship between nature conservation and
tarming methods, particutarly in the 23 SPAs (IPN) ;

-  research into the poputation dynamics of Ardea cinerea breeding in
Flanders (IPN) ;

- ecolognmldescnphonofmemSPAsinFlanderswmdlareof
particutar importance for birds, especially migratory birds (IPN) ;

The Belgian Royal Institute for Natural Sciences (KBINs) is studying:
bird migrations by means of ringing some 600.000 birds a year
throughout Belgium; -

- acceptable limits for the number of specimens to be taken by hunting
out of the total population of woodcock (Scolopax rusticola) breeding
or passing through Flanders.

In Wallonia:

-  Contracts for studies amounting to FB 7.5 million have been negotiated
for six SPAs. The studies, involving censuses and ecological
descriptions of these SPAs have either been completed or are underway.

- . study on the delayed cultivation of meadows in order to protect
birds nesting therein (Nordrhein-Westfalen/NRW, 1984) ;

- (rag;vls)rpopuhbonoenwsesddummmu«dsdpmy

- study on the population dynamics of certain species of seabirds
(Branta leucopsis, Branta bemicla, Calidris canutus) and
ecological role of the Wadden Sea in Schleswig-Holstein (1981-82) ;

- censusofmeadowtxrds andmedraiﬁngofpropomlsforme

1) LMammbbganammmdol(UL -
2) {nstituut voor Natuurbehoud
/9 Konninidid« Ralnicrh Inctitin wnnr Nmmonsdxmn
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protection of species in decline. In particular, this study concerns
Ciconia ciconia, Limosa limosa, Tringa totanus, Gallinago

gallinago, Philomachus pugnax and Circus pygargus
(Schleswig-Holstein, 1981-82) ;

population census of falconiformes (Hamburg, 1980-85) ;

survey of the bird fauna in the city of Hamburg as a basis for
reference for environmental policy decisions ;

study on the biology of populations of Haematopus ostralegus
(Niedersachsen, 1985-89) ;

direct and indirect effects of oil slicks on seabirds in the Deutsche
Bucht (Niedersachsen) ;

study on areas to be protected in Lower Saxony (Niedersachsen, 1981) -~
poputation dynamics of birds, particutarly Delichon urbica
(Rheinland-Pfalz, 1980) ;

research on the biology and ecology of Scolopax rusticola in relation
to spring hunting and the protection of biotopes. This research
includes the drawing up of a biotope management plan for this
species in the Mittelgebirge area (Rheinland-Pfalz, 1975-84) ;

basic research with a view to drawing up a species conservation
programme geared to soil conservation. The following species are
primarily concemed: Gallinago gallinago, Crex crex, Saxicola rubetra,
Motacilla flava, Anthus pratensis and Locustella naevia. (Baden-
Wirttemberg, 1985-88) ;

ecology of Ciconia ciconia in Bavaria: breeding population, biotope
requirements, protection and ways of maintaining and iocreasing
populations (Bayem, 1980-82) ;

regular census of waterfow! at selected lakes (Bayem) ;

causes of illness and death among wild birds (Bayem).

DK

- monitoring of EC bird protection areas and censuses of their bird
populations ;

surveys to assess the consequences of differents types of activity on
the value of an area as a habitat for birds;

ringing surveys ;

quantitative studies at local level to assess the change in bird
population levels ;

studies on panicular species listed in Annex | of the directive or groups
of ecologically vuinerable species.

The folldwing research has been conducted by ICONA::

- the situation of Aquila chrysaetos in the regions of Guadatajara,
Cuenca and Ciudad Real (1986) ;

1) Instituto Nacional para fa Conservacion de la Naturaleza
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winter census of waterfowl (1986 and 1987) ;

classification of Spanish wetlands aocordmg to their importance for
waterfowl (1987) ;

survey of potential distribution areas for Oxyura leucocephala
(1987) ; .

survey of the Spanish population of Ciconia nigra and its breeding
grounds (1987) ;

survey of the Spanish population of Otis tarda (phase /1987,
phase 1/1989) ;

biology, habitat use and basis for conservation of Neophron
per_cnopterus in the lberian Peninsula (1987) ;

survey of the Spanish population of Gypaetus barbatus and its
breeding grounds (1987/1988) ;

survey of the Iberian poputation of Neophron per,_cnopterus and its
breeding grounds (1987/1988) ;

use of space by breeding adults: Aquila adalberti (1987/1988) ;
demographic parameters of the wintering population of Grus grus in
Spain (1987/1988) ;

survey of the Spanish poputation of Aquila chrysaetos and its
breeding grounds (1988) ;

survey of the breeding colonies of Falco naumanni and problems
relating to their conservation (1988) ;

survey of dispersal and concentration areas for young

Oxyura leucocephata (1988) ;

?fg%ger)ung facilities for the reintroduction of Porphyrio porphyrio
census of wintering bird species (1989) ;

monitoring of the dispersal of young Gypaetus barbatus (1989) ;
survey of the Spanish poputation of Gyps futvus (1989) ;
establishing the conservation status ot Streptopelia turtur (1 989)
census of breeding waterfowl (1989) ;

establishing the degree of inbreeding within sub-populations of
Aquila adalberti 1989/1990) ;

survey and typology of wetlands (1989/1990) ;

survey of threatened species at EC level (1989/1990) ;

study on the biology and ecology of Columba boliii and Columba
junoniae ;

studies on the impact of chemical poliution on certain bird populations
(e.g. Aquila adalberti) ;

evaluation of the impact of power lines (transport) as a cause of
bird mortality ;

preparation of a model for the numbers of Alectoris rufa to be
hunted in Spain ;

survey of the Spanish poputation of Hieraaetus fasciatus
(1989-90) ;

use of space and c”tspersal movements of Otis tarda in pilot areas
(1990-91) ;
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- monitoring of waterfowl populations (1990-91) ;

- selection of breeding grounds of Ciconia sp. in Spain. Wintering
areas of Ciconia nigra ;

- monitoring dispersal of young Aquila heliaca (1991) ;

- survey of the Spanish population of Pandion haliaetus and its
breeding grounds (1991);

- status, distribution of and sensitive areas for Perdix perdix in Spain
(1991);

- definition and survey of breeding grounds of Tumix sylvatica
(1991) ;

- monitoring the di spersal of young Hieraaetus fasciatus (1991) ;

- methods for restoring poputations of Aquila heliaca (1991). : .

At regional level, a considerable amount of research has also been carried
out.

- survey and description of natural areas of interest in terms of ecology,
fauna and flora (areas fisted on account of their interest to breeding,
mgtgazra)ﬁng and wintering birds) (Ministry of the Environment, from

1

- monttoring of abundance level of common birds (STOC) using
both the technique of ringing (constant effort to capture) and listening
devices for songbirds at resting areas — according to standardised
methods (Museum National d'Histoire Naturelle/CRBPOx) ;

-  establishing the impact of bird taking methods on the size of
populations (survey carried out among wildfow! hunters) ;

-  determining the role of certain species as poliution indicators ;

- s‘;udy on the harmful effects of chemical poliution on bird population

vels ;

- developmem of ecological methods of preventing damage caused by
birds (scaring systems using acoustic techniques or falconry to
prevent tisks of collison between aircraft and birds at airports). The
following species are concemed: Phalacrocorax sp., Branta sp.
and Phoenicopterus tuber) ;

- reintroduction of Gyps futvus in the Cévennes ;

-  reintroduction of Gypaetus barbatus in the Alps ;

-  study of migration strategies of wetland passerines (Acrocephalus sp.,
Locustella sp. & Luscinia svecica) and Alauda arvensis

- (Museum National d'Histoire Naturelle/CRBPO) ;

- research on migration, reproduction biology, population dynamics
of species e.g. Westermn Palearctic waders
(Museum National d'Histoire Naturelle’/CRBPO and ONCz) ;

The following research has been conducted on behalf of the Ministry of the
Environment:

1)  Centre de Recherches sur la Biologie des Populations dOiseaux
2) Office National de la Chasse
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- surveys of herons, wintering Anatidae, wintering and breeding waders,
breeding diumnal birds of prey, breeding seabirds ;

- censuses of migrating Palearctic watertowl in tropical Afrca ;

- atlas of wintering birds in France (SOF/SFF2) ;

- atlas of breeding birds in France (updated version being prepared);

- numerous regional atlases of breeding birds ;

- surveys and specific biology studies of species of birds
enabling a better understanding of population levels and trends
(Anatidae, seabirds, Tetrao tetrix, Buteo sp., Ciconia ciconia, Branta
bemicia, Cotumnix cotumix, Tetrao urogalius, Ardea cinerea, Emberiza
hortulana and Crex crex) ;

- studies on specific habitats of bird fauna, particularty wetlands:
Aquitaine (1984), Bretagne (1984), Marais de "Ouest (1985),
Lomaine (1985) and regional surveys of peat bogs ;

- survey of the coastline (1979 and 1982) ;

- survey on Anatidae visiting wetlands (ONC, 1983).

In addition, various types of research have been cartied out on wetlands by

the Committee for Ecology and Management of National Heritages and the
National Hunting Office..

-

- surveys and ringing of birds, mainly waterfowl in the wetlands of
- north-east Greece ;
- ecological study of passerine oommunmes in Olympus National Park
(study planned but not yet carried out) ;
- ringing and migration studies of passerines in the Peleponnese region;
- ringing studies of Alcedo atthis ;
-  intemational research project on Pelecanus crispus® ;
- ecological study of the populations of Perdix perdix in Macedonia® ;
- study on the biology of Buteo rufinus in north-east Greece* ;
- conservation and management of wetlands in north-east Greece in
relation to Pekcanus crispus ;
- genetic study of Parus lugubris (study planned but not yet carried out) ;
- study on the management of Dadia Forest ;
- midwinter waterfowl censuses (in association with the IWRBs)" ;
- population studies of certain birds (e.g. Numenius temnrostns,
Anser erythropus).

* long term study

1) Société Orithologique de France
2) Secrétariat de la Faune et de la Flore
3) Comité Ecologique et Gestion du Patrimoine National

. Niro Natina~t de [q Thass €
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Various studies have been conducted by the Istituto Nazionale di Biologia
della Selvaggina (in Bologna):

- survey of waterfow! ;

- study on migration strategies of birds (particularly passerines and
waders) throughout {taly ;

-  research programme on the following native species: Perdix
perdix and Phasianus colchicus (linked to ancther research programme
on the impact of farming methods on fauna) ;

-  research programme on Alectoris sp., waterfowl, diumal and - -
noctumal birds of prey ;

- coordination of an international project on spting migration of
bcrds)acmssthe Meditenanean (in association with Corsica and

- on-going survey and census of all breeding colonies of seabirds on

~ the lrish coast ;

- on-going sample censusing and productivity monitoring of selected
seabird species) ;

-  alireland survey of Stema dougallii (1984) and detailed research on
biology and feeding ecology of breeding colonies on Rockabill
(Co. Dublin) and at Lady's Istand Lake (Co. Wexford) ; °

-  detailed annual studies of Stemna hirundo, Stema paradisaea,
Stema sandvicensis and Stema albitrons at selected important
sites on east, south-east and north-west coasts ; )

-  long term detailed study (beganin 1966)0(12spedesofseabitds

- including regutar censuses and large-scale ringing on the istand of
Great Saltee ;

- regularoensuses of breeding colonies of Larus argentatus, Larus
fuscus, Larus canus and Larus ridibundus on inland lakes in west,
north-west and midlands ;

- mid-winter censuses of Cygnus bewickii at regular intervals
(part of an intemnational programme) ;

-  mid-winter censuses of Cygnus cygnus in 1985-86 and 1990-91
(with the UK) ;

- mid-winter census of Cygnus olor in 1990-91 ;

- national census of Anser anser in March 1986 ;

-  detailed on-going study of poputlation and ecology of Anser albifrons
flavirostris at all lrish wintering sites ;

-  aerial census in spring of Branta leucopsis every five years
(in co-operation with the UK) ;

-  annual census and pmducﬁvutymomtoﬁngofetamabemda hrota
at all lrish wintering sites ;
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census of waterfowl! (ducks, geese, swans, waders, grebes etc.),
at over 1.000 wetlands in lreland (four winters: 1984-85 until
1987-88) ;

national breeding and winter censuses and study of feeding
ecology of Phalacrocorax carbo ;

national census of Falco peregnnus in 1981 followed by annual
sample monitoring ;

detailed study of breeding populanons and ecology of Falco
columbarius in sample study areas ;

study of status and distribution of Tyto alba in eastem lreland ;
survey of breeding population of lrish waders on machair sites
and in the Shannon Callows with on-going monitoring by the IWC ;
ecology of coastal site of Corvus corone comix in Cork ;

national census of Pyrrhocorax pyrthocorax ;

study of ecology of Haematopus ostralegus in Dublin Bay ;
on-going studies of woodland birds in Killarey National Park ;
studies on lead poisoning in swans ;

national census of breeding populations of Sula bassana in
1985-86 (part of an intemational census in the North Atlantic zone).
Monitoring of colonies at regular intervals ;

study of Buteo buteo recolonisation from Northem Ireland (1991) ;
national census of calling males of Crex crex in summer 1988,
followed by on-going monitoring of main breeding areas and detailed
studies in the Shannon Callows ;

detailed research of sample population of Perdix percﬁx..

study of effectiveness of releasing hand-reared birds: Phasianus
colchicus ;

survey of all Irish breeding species (1988-91) to update the
distributional information of the 1968-72 atlas of breeding birds ;
survey of all lrish wintering species (1981-82 until 1983-84) and
survey of sites (especially wetlands and seabird breeding sites)
suitable for designation as nature reserves, refuges for fauna or
Special Protection Areas.

The above-mentioned research was conducted by the NPWS:z, non-
governmental organisations and individual specialists either separately or in
a collective arrangement.

Research carried out in Luxembourg concems primatrily ringing operations
and surveys of native and migratory species undertaken by the Luxembourg
Association for the Study and Protection of Birdsa.

1)
2

Insh Wildbird Conse
National Parks and Wildlds Qorvire
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NL

ringing programme for birds coordinated by the Dutch Ringing
Centre: at Heteren. SOVON: (umbrella‘organisation of all the

Durch omithological assooiations) carties out, with a nationwide
team of volunteers, different censuses.and counts ;

atlas of birds in the Netherlands, compiled in 1987 by SOVON. This
atlas includes information on population levels and distribution

of all the bird species present in the Nethedands between

1978 and 1983 ;

ecological methods aimed at preventing damage caused by birds.
Studies have been conducted on the nature and extent of the damage
caused by birds to crops and the most suitable methods to use in
order to prevent or reduce such damage. The following birds are
concemed: gulls, spamrows, statlings, Corvidae, geese and
cormorants ;

determining the role of certain species of birds as indicators of
water poliution. A number of studies are underway —on Aythya
fuligula, Fulica atra, Phalacrocorax carbo. and Podiceps cristatus.
The Netherlands Institue for Marine Researchs carried out a study
in 1988-89 on the impact of poliution in the Nocth Sea on seabirds ;
The Central Vetinary Institutes carmies out research on bird
mortality (repott: “Bird Mortality in the Netherlands 1975 - 1989°) ;
survey on hunting cartied out among hunters to obtain stafistics on
the taking of birds by hunting ; R

annual assessment of the status of breeding, migratory and
wintering birds in nature reservess (conducted by officials of the
nature reserves) ; - ] '

research on the perfiod in which the northem and southem varieties
of Pluvialis apricaria migrate through the Netheriands.

survey and characterisation of breeding birds in Portugal and
preparation of an atlas (published in 1989) ;
organisation of a national monitoring programme of seabirds washed
up along the coastline during the winter and analysis of associated
mottality factors ; .
survey and biology study of the national poputation of Ciconia
ciconia ;

survey and biology study of breeding seabinds in Portugal

(on the European maintand and also on Madeira and the Azores) ;
censqs@eofseabitds(inparﬁwlaxutaﬁdaeandwaders)inthe
gggg‘ysmdyomtdeidamﬂg:ungos:

h e, flami and spoonbills in Portugal
including the monitoting of colonies and breeding lafi

species which breed in Portugal ; populations for

1)

3)
4)

Nederiands lastiuut voor Ondeczoek der Zee
Centraal Diergeneeskéndig Instituut
Natuurreservaten
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biological monitoring of the bird poputations dependent on the steppe
area in the central and southern regions of Portugal, especially Otis
tarda, Tetrax tetrax, Grus grus and other associated species (e.g.
Pterocles orientalis, Burhinus oedicnemus, Circus pygargus, Falco
naumanni) ;

b(ology study of trans- Saharan bird migrations, in particular the
species of Sylviidae associated with salt meadows and reed beds
(Phragmites) in coastal wetlands.

UK

i) research/studies cartied out conceming habitats: ' -

land use change in the Highlands - study of impact on predatory birds
(1985) ;

impact of recreation on the bird wildlife of freshwater habitats with
open water (Wildfowl Trusts, 1981) ;

study of breeding sites of waders and other birds nesting on
moortand (1983) ;

survey of upland breeding birds and afforestation (1985) ;

iré_t?act of land drainage on wildlife (Institute of Terrestrial Ecology/
{ET, 1984) ;

biological effect of land use change in lowland Scotland (1984) ;
monttoting of Corvus corax and upland tand use in Central Wales
(1986) ;

impact of afforestation on the population biology of Pynhooo:ax
pytrhocorax (University of Glasgow, 1989) ;

habitat loss (1986) ; '
impact of agricuttural intensification on breedi ing of ground-nesting
birds (University of Durham, 1988) ;

breeding waders of machair (1987) ;

breeding bird survey: salt marshes (RSPB., 1985) ;

sand dune management studies (IET, 1988) ;

mooriand bird study (NCCs, on-going) ;

tand use, bird habitats and nature conservation on the Isle of Islay
(NCC, 1988) ;

birds in Shetland and Orkney in relation to agricuttural development
programmes (RSP8, 1987) ;

conservation implication of cereal “set-aside™ (NCC, on-gomg)
effects of afforestation on mooriand birds and their predators (1989) ;
nature conservation and low intensity agricuttural fand (NCC, 1991) ;
ecological studies in the Wash: birds (and invertebrates) (IET, 1988).

it) research/studies carried out conceming specles:

seabirds at sea off north-west Britain-(1986) ;
monitoring of rare British breeding birds (1988) ;
birds and poflution (IET, 1989) ;

1)
3

Wetlands and Wildlow! Trust
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
Nature Conservancy Council
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lead poisoning in Cygnus olor (University of Oxford, 1988) ;

lead poisoning in Cygnus cygnus in the Ythan estuary

(University of Aberdeen, 1987) ;

Orkney seabird monitoring (1989) ;

conservation requirements’of Crex crex in the Western Isles
(RSPB, 1988) ;

pilot survey on Mergus setrator and Mergus merganser in Scotland
(University of Durham, 1986) ;

breeding performance and feeding of Stemna sp. in Scotland
(University of Durham, 1986) ;

ground-nesting birds of the Somerset Levels (RSPB, 1986) ;

study of the movement of wader populations in westem Europe
(University of Durham, 1984) ;

seabird studies on Skomer (University of Oxford, 1983) ;
surveiltance of cliff-nesting seabirds in Orkney (1985) ;

survey and monitoring of Falco peregrinus in Cumbria (1985) ;
shorebird monitoting in the Moray Firth (1985) ;

monitoring of Pluvialis apricaria (1985) ;

reintroduction de Haliae_tus albicilla (1986-1991) ;

seabird colony register (NCC, 1989) ;

effects of recreational pressure on the breeding of Pluvialis apricaria
(University of Manchester, 1989) ;

evaluation of the effects of shooting on the poputations de Numenius
arquata in Great Britain (University of Durham, 1988) ;

development of seabird populations and performance (IET, 1989) ;
ecology of Tetrao urogallus (IET, 1989) ;

food supply and breeding performance in Stema sp.

(University of Glasgow, 1990) ;

conservation of vulnerable and dispersed species (NCC, on-going) ;
quantative breeding bird atlas (on-going) ;

status and breeding distribution of Charadrius morinellus (NCC, 1987) ;

review of recreational disturbance of waterfowl (RSPB, 1988) ;
monitoring of Milvus milvus (NCC, 1990) ;

raptor monitoring and conservation (NCC, on-going) ;

seabird monitoring programme (on-going) ;

wildfowl and waders in south-west Wales (NCC, 1988) ;

wintering wildfowl and waders on the Somerset Levels and Moors
(RSPB, 1989) ;

mooriand bird surveys in Angus and Perthshire (Scotland)

(NCC, 1990);

distribution of Anser anser around the Loch of Strathbeg (Grampian)
(University of Aberdeen, 1991) ;

monitoring the effects of intensive scaring of Branta leucopsis

on lIslay (University of Glasgow, 1988) ;

distribution of breeding waders in Great Britain (RSPB, 1989) ;
wildfowl pattems and management on Caithness lochs (Scotland)
(1989) ;

winter ecology of Plectrophenax nivalis (1988) ;
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fluctuations of wildfowl on Lough Neagh (DOE/N!). ;

study of the decline of Melanitta nigra on Lough Erne (DOE/NI) ;

distribution of breeding waders in Northem Ireland (DOE/NI + RSPB);

relationship between Anas penelope and Branta bernicla at

Strangford Lough (IWRB: 4+ National Trust) ;

population studies of wildfowl and waders at Strangford Lough

(IWRB + National Trust) ;

- distribution of Falco peregrinus in Northem Ireland (DOE/NI) ;

-  feeding patterns of commorants in North Antrim (DOE/NI and
DOA/NIs). '

1) Department of the Envioament for Northem kreland
] tntamational Watardow! and Wakand- Dacanmh Ruraan



TRANSPOSITION/ IMPLEMENTAT ION
PROBLEMS

More than 10 years after it officially entered into force (2/4/81), directive
79/409/EEC has indeed been transposed into national legislation in the Member
States but such national legislation does not always comply with the provisions of
the directive.

Similarly, application in practice (implementation) of the directive in the Member
States does not fully comply with the legal provisions kaid down in the directive.

For an overall assessment of the directive, the application problems should
be pointed out.

In several Mémber States, national legislation on hunting which was
introduced well before the directive was adopted, has not been fully adapted
to comply with the provisions of the directive (Articles 7 and 8). In addition,
some national legislation on the protection of birds does not fully comply with
the provisions of the directive (Articles 1 and 5).

Consequently, the Commission has had cause to initiate infringement
proceedings against most Member States for failing to comply with or for partly
complying with the directive. The Court of Justice of the European Communities
has even passed judgements against certain Member States on the grounds
that a number of provisions in their national (or regional) legistation on hunting
or the protection of birds failed to comply with the directive:

- Belgium: 8/7/87 Judgement of the Court: regional legistation

(Case 247/85) tailed to comply with the directive
- lhaly: 8/7/87 Judgement of the Court: national legislation
(Case 262/85) tailed to comply with the directive

(Case 334/89) 17/1/91 2nd judgement for the same reason
- Gemany: 1719187 Judgement of the Court: several provisions
(Case 412/85) of national and regional legislation failed
to comply with the directive '
(Case 288/88) 3/7/90 2nd judgement for the same reason
- Nethertands: 13/10/87 Judgement of the Court: several provisions

(Case 236/87) of national legistation failed to comply with
the directive
(Case 339/87) 15/3/30 ©  2nd judgement for the same reason
- France: 29/4/88 Judgement of the Court: national legislation
(Case 252/85) tailed to comply with the directive.
1) in the same judgement, France was found to be failng to provide adequate protection of

eaas and nests
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it should be noted that, despite these Court Judgements, some Member
States have not yet amended the tegislation in question.

SPECIES CLASSED AS GAME

In certain Member States, the list of species classed as game under national
legislation does not conform to Annex Il of the directive. In this respect, there
are two distinct types of problem:

1) under their national legistation, several Member States have classed
certain species as game although the directive totally prohibits hunting
of these species (species not listed in Annex Il).
In most cases, the species in question are considered as pest species:

Corvus corone Plca pica
Corvus frugl legus Sturnus sp.
Corvus monedula Passer sp.

Garrulus glandarius

if Member States consider that these are cases for derogation under
Atticle 9, they should indicate them in the annual derogation repotts.

2) in several Member States, certain species listed in Annex /2 are
classed as game under national legislation although the-directive
prohibits the hunting of those species in those particular countries. it
must be emphasised however that — in most cases - no hunting
season is actually established for the species in question, either under
national legislation on hunting, nor under a supplementary (annual) act
of legistafion. This means therefore that hunting of those species is
prohibited. It should, however be pointed out that amendment of

Annex 11/2 adding the five above corvid species is currently underway.

All of the cases of species which are classed as game under national

legislation but not actually-hunted may constitute a formal problem of
transparency. :

4

SPECIES WHICH MAY BE SOLD

Under their national legisiation, certain Member States authorise the sale of
all species classed as game. Consequently, the number of species which
may be sold in these countries is actually greater than those which may be
sold according to Annex lll of the directive.

Other Member States have established an exhaustive listofspeeieswhidm@
be sold under their national legisiation but the list nevertheless includes non-
Annexe [l species.




SPECIAL PROTECTION AREAS AND HABITATS OUTSIDE THESE
AREAS

Under Article 4 of the directive, Member States must classify special
protection areas (SPAs) for the species of birds listed in Annex | of the
directive and for regularly occunting migratory species not listed in Annex 1.
They must also take special conservation measures within these areas. i
To date (February 1992), more than 600 SPAs have been classified,
coveting a total surface area of about 6.5 million hectares on EC territory.
These figures certainly represent a considerable improvement compared
with the situation in 1986 (309 areas covering about 1.4 million ha.).
However, there are two problems conceming the application in practice of
the provisions laid down in Article 4:

1) A great difference Is apparent between the nunber and surface area
of SPAs classified and that which seems necessary to create an adequate
and coherent network.

The Commission has drawn up a list of some thousand areas of great
interest for the conservation of wild birds in the EC and regutarly updates it.
(SFF3 forms). Taken together, these areas constitute a rough estimate of a
coherent network that could meet the requirements of Article 4. Many of the
areas included in this list have not been classified as SPAs. Although
Member States are not necessarily obliged to classify all the areas listed in
the SFF3 forms, the areas they do classify should be sufficient in number
and size for the conservation of Annex | species. The Commission,
supported by the ORNIS Committee, has invited Member States to use the
Bezzel method in order to achieve this resutt.

In fact only Denmark and Belgium have almost fully complied with their
obligations regarding SPA classification. The other Member States,
particularly Germany (certam Lénder) Greece, France, lreland, the
Nether lands and the United Klngdcn have not yet classified a sufficient

nunber of SPAs. In same regions of the EC, such as Northern ireland and
Gibraltar, there are no SPAs at all.

2) Even if a large number of SPAs have actually been classified, appropriate
measures have not always been taken to protect habitats within these areas
and the species of birds which occur therein. There are indeed cases where
classified SPAs are threatened by development/construction projects and
‘operations, farming and forestry, poliution and recreational acuvmes

1)  See section 4.3, pp. 42 - 45, Rapport EUR 12835 (Information sur fapplication de ta directive
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Outside SPAs, Member States must also take the requisite measures to
preserve, maintain and re-establish a sufficient diversity and area of habitats for
wild birds. This provision laid down in Article 3 is not always complied with as,
once again, economic considerations have priority over protection efforts.

in many Member States, protected habitats are or have been threatened by
development operations or projects which are frequently moompatxble with
the conservation objectives stiputated in the directive.

Regarding the re-etablishment of destroyed biotopes, also laid down in
Article 3, concrete examples of projects are rather rare in most Member
States.

Faced with the cases of non-compliance with Articles 3 and 4 of the directive,
the Commission has initiated infringement proceedings against several
Member States either for having designated an insufficient number of SPAs or
because of deterioration or destnuction of a habitat caused by an economic
activity (farming, industry, urbanisation, tourism or infrastructure).




HUNTING SEASONS

When establishing hunting seasons for the species listed in Annex I,
Member States must, under Atticle 7 of the directive, ensure that:

-~ those species are not hunted during the rearing season nor during
the various stages of reproduction
-~  migratory species are not hunted during their period of

reproduction or during their retum to their rearing grounds (See Annex IV

to this report).
The meaning of these provisions has been the subject of great discussion
among hunters, environmentalists and scientists. Whatever the case, certain
months in the year coincide with sensitive periods for bird populations: Aptil,
- May and June are the months in which birds build their nests and raise their
young. For some species, nest-building and raising young begins in
February/March or continues until July/August. Furthermore, certain

- migratory species find mates and retum to their breeding grounds during the
months of February/March.

Details of the biological characteristics of hunted species (rearing seasons,
periods of reproduction, periods during which migratory species retum to
their rearing gmunds) are available for consuttation in the ORNIS database

It has to be said that hunting season_s established in the EC vary
considerably from one Member State to another and do not always appear to
comply with the above-mentioned provisions. The Court of Justice passed a

judgement against ttaly on 17/1/91 (Case 157/89), stating that ltafian hunting

legislation: was incompatible with the provisions of the directive insofar as it
authorised::

i) the hunting of certain species of birds beginning on 18/8 despite the
fact that these species are still in the reproduction and dependence
stages

ii) the hunting of certain species of migratory birds until 28/2 or 10/3
despite the fact that during that fime of the year these species fty over
ttalian territory on their retum to their rearing grounds

1) This concems the following #ems of legisiation: uwssaﬂ?dzmmmmoom,
of 20/12/79 and not the new law 157 of 11/2/92 .
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ILLEGAL HUNTING

In several EC countries, hunting activities are pursued which do not conform
to the provisions of national legislation.

in most cases, the countries concerned have deep-rooted reglonal or
local hunting traditions. lllegal hunting actlvities are partly due to
insufficlient awareness, education and training of the general public
and partly to the tack of effective control and penaities. More often
than not, the regional or local authorities In charge of controlling
hunting do not have sufficlient staff to carry out their tasks properly-:
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DEROGATIONS

Member States may authorise derogations for different reasons laid down in
the directive (article 9). Since 1881, a large number of such derogations has
been authorised. Some of these are in accordance with the provisions of the
directive, others.are not.

As can be seen from the summary of derogations notified to the
Commission, some Member States are excessively fiberal in authorising
derogations under Article 9 and in particutar for reason (¢) of Atticle 9: - -

- “to permit, under strictly supervised conditions and on a selective basis,

the capture, keeping or other judicious use of certain birds in small
numbers™

The derogations which cause problems are the following:

Spain:

Greece:

ftaly :

the numbers of Turdidae captured exceed the limits for
“small numbers” (derogafion £/20/89)

derogations E/28/88, E/9/89, E/19/89, E/2/90 and E/28/90°
conceming the use of limes for the capture of Turdidae

and Fringillidae do not appear to be justified since the
competent authorities have not shown that this method of -
capture is selective

Alectoris chukar is still being hunted without a management
plan (this derogation has not been notified)

derogations /2/89 and 1/5/89 conceming the use of imes
for the capture of Alauda arvensis and Turdus merula

do not appear to be justified since the competent authorities
have not shown that this method of capture is selective

1) See p.10 of this report
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NATIONAL REPORTS

Article 12 of the directive stipulates that, every three years, Member States
must send the Commission a report on the implementation of national
provisions taken under the directive. The main purpose of these reports is to
enable the Commission to assess the implementation of the directive in the
different Member States on the basis of information forwarded. Two types of
problems arise in this respect:

1)

2)

the national reports are submitted late or not at all T

Although Member States are obliged to send the Commission a
national report every three years, it must be said that a number of
countries have not submitted their reports on a systematic basis.
Furthermore, ltaly and Portugal have yet to send in their national
reports for the period 1987 - 1989.

In addition, several countries (e.g. Denmark, France and Luxembourg)
have been late in submitting their national reports. This makes it
difficult for the Commission to assess the implementation in practice
of the directive.

-

the national reports submitted contaln inadequate Information

The national implementation reports submitted do not always contain
relevant information in detail on the implementation of national
provisions taken under the directive.

The national reports often describe the existing statutory and
administrative measures or those which have been adopted but fail
to mention the practical steps taken (e.g. hunting controls and

SPA monitoting). As a resutt, these reports do not always constitute
a source of comprehensive information on the implementation of the
directive in the Member States.




Council Directive 79/409/EEC marks a real tuming point in the history of EC
environmental policy: it imposes on Member States a set of obligations in the
field of nature conservation by providing a legislative tramework for the
protection not only of wild birds, but also of their habitats.

This framework has proved increasingly necessary to counter threats from
continual developments in agtriculture (intensification of farming methods
including drainage, clearance and deforestation of land, excessive use of
fertilisers and pesticides), industry, urbanisation, transport and tourism.

These various types of threats may disturb, damage or destroy habitats and
thus cause the disappearance of certain species.

in view of its emphasis on habitat protection and its extremely wide scope
(all species of birds naturally occurring in the wild state in Europe as well as
their eggs and nests are concermed), directive 79/409/EEC is beyond any
doubt the most extensive piece of legislation on bird protection. Indeed, it

has become a model for the conservation of wild birds in Europe and
elsewhere. '

The directive is based on the principle that protection js an obligation
whereas hunting, capture and killing are activities authorised under certain,
clearly defined conditions. An exhaustive list establishes the species of birds
which may be hunted and sold. This principle completely reverses the
traditional European concept in several Member States whereby only certain
species were protected.

By way of an.overall assessment of the application of the directive, it can be
said that in many respects the results are positive:

Most Member States have gradually adapted their national legislation on
hunting, sale, protection of birds and their habitats to comply with the
provisions of the directive. In most cases, national legislation adopted since
1981 incorporates the spitit of the directive regarding the new concept of
protection. In certain Member States, bills to amend existing legislation that
does not comply with the directive have been drawn up and submitted to

national parliaments for approval.

In addition, the directive has helped to improve and reinforce the
conservation status of the species of wild birds occurting within the EC. As a
resutt of national provisions adopted, several measures have been taken to
protect species listed in Annex | and even some listed in Annex il of the
directive .

e CONCLUSION v scmmeissmmmmmmmmns
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The same is true for bird habitats. A network of special protection areas
(SPAs) has been created in the EC: in April 1991, a total of 667 SPAs had
been designated covering more than 5.5 million hectares throughout the EC
compared with 309 SPAs covering 1.4 million ha. in December 1986. Many
Member States provide effective management and protection for the areas
designated and are endeavouring to designate others. The SPA network
represents a new concept for protection, with the emphasis on areas which
constitute important habitats for species listed in Annex L. In this way, it
makes a significant contribution not only to protecting wild birds but also to
maintaining the diversity of flora and fauna and ecosystems within the EC.

The progressive implementation of the directive has significantly contributed
to improving the biological situation of most species. Several breeding
species are no longer threatened with extinction in the EC although the
status of many of these species sfill gives great cause for concemn. There
has also been an increase in the population of almost all species of
Anatidae. Nevertheless, the species of European birds which nest in open
spaces (such as meadows, grasslands, mooriand, scrubland and fields) are
on the decline but the directive alone cannot put a stop to this phenomenon:
there must be a change in farming methods in the Community for a solution
to be found; the implementation of directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation

of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora plus the implementation of the

agri-environmental Regulation 2078/92/EEC will undoubtedly be decisive
contributory factors.

With the implementation of directive 79/409/EEC, hunting seasons have
been adapted in most Member States and are more compatible with the
biological requirements of hunted species. Generally speaking, hunting is
now organised in accordance with the principles of wise use and an
ecologically balanced control of the species concerned.

Derogations under Article 9 of the directive are closely monitored in most
Member States where necessary. For bird species which occur in favourable
conditions, monitoting is limited to a regular check of population size and
trends, thus reducing the administrative costs of implementing the directive.

However, despite the positive developments, the directive is not yet fully
implemented in the 12 Member States. Up to now, the best results have
been obtained in Denmark and Luxembourg. Implementation problems
primarily concem the designation and actual protection of SPAs, derogations
and hunting activities.

Ten Member States have not yet designated SPAs in sufficient number and
size for the conservation of species listed in Annex L. In addition, most
Member States do not always provide adequate protection for bird habitats




(whether these are in SPAs or not). In several Member States, protected
habitats (some of which are situated within SPAs) are or have been
threatened by development projects and operations which are frequently
incompatible with the conservation objectives laid down in the directive. It
must be emphasised, as clearly stated in Article 4 of the directive, that
Member States are obliged to avoid poliution or deterioration of habitats
within SPAs and also to strive to avoid pollution or deterioration ot habitats
outside SPAs.

There is still a difference of opinion between the Commission and the
Member States concemed over a number of derogations (ltaly and Spain). -

In some countries (France, ltaly and Spain), implementation of the provisions
on hunting is proving difficult on account of deep-rooted regional or local
hunting traditions which persist. In recent years, this situation has given rise
to considerable conflicts between hunters and nature conservationists.
Furthermore, it has to be said that poaching continues to varying degrees in
some regions of the Community: hunting of protected species, hunting during
the close seasons and outside authorised areas, use of prohibited methods
of hunting and capture.

Controls on hunting activities vary greatly acccording to the different
countries and even regions. In some Member States, a weak administrative
infrastructure lacking in financial and human resources {manpower and
qualified staff) has resulted in poor implementation in general and particularly
in a lack of effective control of hunting activities (e.g. Greece, ltaly). In
several regions of the EC, illegal hunting activities are not sufficiently
controlled or penalised. The general public, especially hunters, as well as the
authorities in charge of controlling hunting activities must therefore be made
aware of the need for conservation. In addition to the officials in charge of
enforcing nature conservation regulations, national and regional police forces
should also be encouraged to keep a closer watch on the situation.
Furthermore, in Greece, the absence of a scientific institute in charge of
nature protection constitutes a major obstacle to the proper implementation
of the directive.

Nevertheless, it should be emphasised that at the present point in time the
deterioration and destruction of habitats pose more serious threats to the
survival of wild birds in Europe than huating as such. Member States thus
need to make considerable efforts in order to provide better protection and
management of habitats of vital importance to birds. Habitat destruction
means a lower reproduction rate for some species and, as a consequence,
may threaten their survival. it also heightens the impact of hunting on the
populations of some species. Population management plans must therefore

1



be drawn up for species in decline which may be hunted. The aim is to
achieve sustainable use of those populations i.e. to maintain the ecological
balance of bird fauna. ‘

As a resutt of the scientific working group set up in 1991 and the meeting on
“wise use” held in May 1990, certain scientific questions concerning the
implementation of the directive have been clarified. It is to be hoped that the
ORNIS database, established in 1991, will also help available scientific data
to be circulated more widely and encourage the responsible authorities in the
Member States to make greater use of this data.

Despite the difficulties in implementing directive 79/409/EEC, the impact of
this piece of Community legislation on the conservation of wild birds has
clearly been considerable. Even if all the necessary laws, regulations and
administrative arrangements have not yet been adopted or fully implemented
in the Member States, significant progress has definitely been made since
1981 as a resutt of the directive. Even if some steps have yet to be taken
(implementation in certain fields, training and increasing public awareness
etc.), the process has got off to a good start. However, effective long-term
conservation and management of wild birds in Europe will chiefly depend on
concerted action by the 12 Member States to achieve full protection of
habitats and species of fauna.
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classées comme gibier)

- Legge 157/92 (11/2/92): Norme per 1a protezione della fauna selvatica
omeoterma ¢ per 1 prelievo venatorio (espéces classées comme gibier et chassées)

IRL :

- Wildlife (Open Seasons) (Amendment) Order 1991 (268/91) pour la satson
1991-92 (espéces chassées/species hunted) -

- Wildlife Act (1976) (espéces protégées/protected species)

- Wildlife Act (Amendment) Regulations 254/1986 (espéces nuisfbles/pest species)

L .

- Réglement mintstériel du 22/11/90 concernant les espéces de la faune sauvage
classées gibier

- Réglement mintstériel du 1/7/91 concernant l'ouverture de la chasse (espéces
chassées et espéces nuisibles)

- Réglement grand-ducal du 8/4/86 concernant la protection intégrale et partielle
de certaines espéces animales de 1a faune sauvage

NL

- Jachtwet (1954) (espéces classées comme gibxa'/speds classed as game)
- Décret mintstériel sur I'ouverture et la fermeture de Ia chasse du 8/8/77 (espéces
chassées/species hunted and pest species)

- Vogelwet (1936) (espéces protégées/protected species)

Decreto-Let 274 - A/88 (3/8/88) (espéces anciennement classsées comme gibier)
Decreto-Let 43790 (8/2/90) (espéces classées comme gfbier)

Calendério venat6rio 1991-92 (espéces chassées)

Decreto-Let 75/91 (14/2/91) {espéces protégées)

- Rapport IIMA (espéces nuisibles)
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UK

GB:

- Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (espéces chassées et protégées. espéces
nutisibles/species hunted and protected. pest species)

- Game Act 1831 (espéces chassées/species hunted)

NIRL:

- Wildlife Order 1985/171 (espéces chassées et protégées, espéces nuisibles/
species hunted and protected, pest species)

- Game Law Amendment Act 1951 (espéces chassées/species hunted)

Espéces abeentes dans les 12 Etats membres. Documents consultés:/
Absent species in the 12 Member States. Documents consulted:

- Rapport/Report EUR 12835
- Rapport/Report IMA
- Rapport/Report Kalg
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ANNEX |

List of reports available in DG X! concerning
the Directive 79/4 EEC.

Compilation des dérogations communiquées, par les Etats membres au
tit ‘articl d Directive 79/4 EE, 1987.

(Compilation realisée par 1‘Institut Royal des Sciences Naturelles de
Belgique dans le Cadre du contrat 6610-89-48)

- Compilation des d ggatlgns communiquées par les Etats membres au
r ‘ i : Dir ive 79/4 EE, 1988.

(Compilation reatlsée par I‘Institut Royal des Sciences Naturellies de
Belglique dans le Cadre du contrat 6610-89-48)

3

- d n niquee r 1 Etats membres au
d ‘articl de la Directive 79/4 EE, 1 .
(Compilation realisée par 1°institut Royal des Sciences Naturelles de
Belgique dans le Cadre du contrat 6610-90-6687)

- rm rni r_1 Etats bres r
1 gnn]]ggg!gg des dispogition § nationales prises en vertu de la
EE { nservation des oliseaux vages.

1981-1983.

(Compitation réalisde par |‘Institut Royal des Sciences Naturelles de
Belgiqure dans le cadre du contrat 6610/89/48)

- d f rmat rni r Etats membres sur

] gnn]]ggg[gg g§ §pg§!;!gg§ ngt]ggg g§ Q §g§ en vertu de la

J&ﬂ.&&
(Compilation realisée par 1°institut Royal des Sciences Naturelles de

Belgique dans le Cadre du contrat 6610-89-48)

- { d rmations fourni r les Etats membres sdr
‘ tu d
4 EE ncernant ervation d iseaux \'Z S

(Compitation réalisée par |°iInstitut Royal des Sciences Naturelies de
Belgique dans le Cadre du contrat 6610(90)6687)

- Compilation des informations scientifiques présentées par les Etats

mbr r i difi ions de | ‘Annex 1/2 d

(Compilation réalisée par I°Institut Royal des Sciences Naturelies
de Belgique dans le Cadre du contrat 6610-89-48)

t d d i ni ar | Etats membres au
titre do i°article 9 de 1a Directive 79/409/CEE ~ 1990

Compilation réalisée par I°‘institut Royal des Sciences naturelles
de Belgique dans le cadre du contrat 4- 3640 (91)16323.
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d nna i r _l‘etat nservation d
passereaux et leur r8le dans |‘équilibre écologigue
D. A CAMARA-SMEETS - Laboratoire °‘Ecologie Animale - Louvain-La-

Neuve - (ENV/223/74)

Bird Conservation In Europe
S . CRAMP (ENV/223/74) 1977

Donnée t ' r_| ituation d rtain : d’ X
bl t commercialisabl s

Western Palearctic Birds S. CRAMP - - U/78/506 - 1980

inventaire préliminaire des zones humides d‘ importance
naut inter ional

Nether lands Foundation for International 8Bird Preservation -~ Museum
National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris, S. Allavena - U/79/183 &¢la

-\® > - - . 1 - . 48 =D of< - oy - . - .
zones humides conformément 3 ia Résolution du Conseil du 2.4.79
relativ 1 nservat i d iseaux u : )

1. lmportant bird areas in the E.C. (ICBP, Dr. Osieck, Prof. Dr.
M.F. Mbzer Bruyns)

1.a) Important areas in serious threat - Projects for other
annex x | species
1.b) Preliminary 1ist of important bird areas in _Greece
2. r n d rand intérét . r ngervat.i des

olseaux dans la C.E. (Museum National d‘Histoire Naturelie)

3. Erstes Gutachten zum Netz der Vogelschutzgebiets in der E.G.
(E. Bezzel) U/80/563(447)

ntribut rmination d zon d rot ion e
i rvat de iseaux
Museum National d°’Histoire Naturelle - Centro Studi ed informazione
sulle Comunita Europee (Studio esemplificativo in Sardegna
U/79/7384 - 1980

ri nd very data b f r_im vin Idfowl
nt r - A. J. Cavé - 1980

le (4tude de cas réce — Amvrakiko

- (.C.B.P. - S. Allavena - U/82/197

Contribution 3 la protection des blotopes dans la Communauté -

E.R.L. - U/82/199
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- Zones d’importance pour la conservation des oiseaux dans la C.E.

(partie (11)
-~ The Netherlands Foundation for International Bird Preservation -

U/s82/7427

- tude r tiv fa mi | d‘une b d’information r la
préparation de rapports sur 1‘application de 1a Directive
J19/409/CEE
- {.R.S.N.B. - U/837217

- tes de grand r r_la protect d i X_men
de m re immédiate. Point d it ion 1984
-Netherlands Institution for international Bird Preservation -

us83/218

Intérét biologigue
- Société pour |'Inventaire de la Flore et de la Faune - |.R.S.N.B.

- U/83/219 )

- Limi n identification de la répartition

t hi n_Afri d rtains éléments de
J:avifaune de ia C.E.

- 'oR.SoN.BQ - 0/831220

menacées dans Ia C.E.
- 1.R.S.N.B. - P/83/270

{.R.S.N.B. Contrat U/84/129 - EUR 10878 - 1986

- d ds — ract i mb t
1CBP-EC Working Group -~ September 1983

- r | n d’ i nautali r
‘env m ~ période 1 -

P. Kunke! - 84/11-033-11-S

- : d 4 EE n

t t de | bit
- 1.R.S.N.B. - 84/11/035/11/S _ octobre 1985

de d la_prot
University of Durham — 84/11/042/11/S octobre 1985


http://Etu.de
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Surveillance des populations d‘oiseaux sauvages
I.R.S.N.B. - Contrat 6611/84/05-1 - AoQt 1987

Mise 4 Jour de |‘information sur les es es menacées dans |a
mmunauté -~ situation en 1986
- |.R.S.N.B. - 85B6600/11/025/11S 1986

tion d ‘ invent d d n
surveillées communiquées par les Etats membres ainsi que des

actions communautaires pour I‘envirgnngment entreprises dans_ces
zones_(période 85/86)
G.!.R.E.A. - P. Kunke! - 85/B6600/11/026/111S

tude relati ’ lication de | irective 79/4 E ériod
85/86) :
1.R.S.N.B. - 85/B6600/11/027/11S 1986
ntation r_1 ha X _oi x et t° t d nservation
ncer . Sit n
Landbrugsministeriets -~ Game and Wildlife Administration -

85/86600/028/11/N octobre 1986

i tion of lal prot - _in rdan with th
tive 79/4 EE tat nd r ndation
ORNIS CONSULT/DANISH ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY -
Contract 86-B6615-11-N '

tud l {‘anal t
protection spéciale

1.R.S.N.B. Contrat €6611/ZH/14 - Octobre 1988

AMENAGEMENT-ENVIRONNEMENTA COntrat 86610/55/88

rt K 3 t n rd Huntin nd vation
tat f th i volved. ituat 1
J. Bertelsen and N.H. Simonsen; Ministry of the Environnement Game
and Wildlife Admlnlstratlon. Denmark, Revised edition, December
1989.

R rt BA : informat Paper n_the O rent Object f
Annex V of Directive 79/409
British Association for Shooting and Conservation - Contract
B6610/45/88 March 1990.

val ion del im d Puerto deportivo d

lonia d nt Jordi, M r Espan br d zona
n d biema d ia d
rull un r rus I | itivos d { r za-
r Espan :

J.C. ALONSO - contrat 6610/89/02 — Novembre 1989

Rapport EUR 12835, 1990 - Information sur l‘application de 1la
Directive 79/4 EE

décembre 1989 - !.R.S.N.B. - (contrat 6610-89-48)



A3S

Rapport ICBP : Anal du Phénoméne de iseaux Migrateurs dans la

Communauté Européenne;
Contrat N° 6610-62-88 — Jean-Pierre Biber and Tobias Salathé; March

1990; International Council for Bird Preservation.

Rapport ICBP : Conservation priorities for migratory birds of the
Eur n nit

(Contrat n° B6610-62-88) by Jean-Pierre Biber and Tubias Salathé,
May 1990, International Council for Bird Preservation.

Rapport BTO : The conservation of migratory birds in the western

Paleartic—-African flyway,
by G.M. Tucker, M.N. Mc Culloch, S.R. Baillie, July 1991, British

Trust for Ornithology. This report is a summary of BTO Research
Report N° 58. contract 6617/27/89

Rapport Stiftung Europaisches Naturerbe : Vorbereitung einer

Kampagne “Natur ohn renzen* zur nbeziehung der Kommunen und
Regionen Eur fdr die E ission

B 6610-89-02, B6610-89-84) Marz 1990.

Dossiers d‘information sur certaines espéces d‘oiseaux réalisés par
|°IRSNB : - ’

Sarcelle d‘été - Anas querquedula
Chevaliler combattant - philomax pugnax

Grand tetras - Tetrao urogallus

Nette rousse - Netta rufina

Perdrix bartavelle - Alectoris Graeca
Tetras lyre — Tetrao tetrix

Perdrix gambra - Alectoris barbara

Barge 3 queu noire - Limosa |imosa

Gelinotte des bois - Bonasa bonasia
Becassine des marais - Gallinago gallinago

Proceedings of the meeting on “wise use” held at Institut Royal des
Sciences Naturelles de Belgique on 5§ May 1990, (RSNB, June 1980

(nr. X1/189/91)

Rapport 1C8P: tion plan for th nservation of western LESSER

KESTREL (Fal n nni ulation
J.P. Biber - September 1990.
Rapport IRSNB : Fiches d‘information sur les espéces enumérées dans
1 ‘Ann Direct 79/4
mise & Jour de juillet 1990 (Contrat 6610-89—48)1
Rapport Dr. Ellenberg: Verbreitung, H#ufigkeit., Produktivitit und
Verfolgungraten bei Rabenkriihe, Elster und Eichelhiiher in_ der
Bundesrepubl ik Deutschliand (Midrz 1989) :

nt bre la caza d ve | estado d r ion _de

m n E n - t

(Contrat 6610/90/6834) - (IMA INSTITUTO (IBERICO PARA EL MEDIO
AMBIENTE Y LORS RECURSOS NATURALES - mai 1991.
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ntamination metal de | avifaun uatiqgue
utilisant les zones humides de la cbte atiantique et
méditerranéenne francaise
(contrat B6610/89/25) |.W.R.B. - 1990.

alcul tuali d indices de vulnérabilit roposés_par E.
BEZZEL pour | seaux _de |‘annexe | et espéces équivalentes
t.R.S.N.B. - aoQt 1989 - (Contrat 6610 17 89)

Etude relative 4 l‘analyse de données concernant les zones de
rotection l
I.R.S.N.B. Octobre 1988 (Contrat 6611/ZH/14)

Designation of ecial protection ar - in a rdance with the
Vi 4 E - d d
ORNIS CONSULT -~ DANISH ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY -~ (contrat
86/86615/711/005/11/N)
vati d n nt f th t t h Dalmation
jican - | n rther ;

February 1991 - Aristotelian Universith of Thessaloniki - (Contrat
6611/86/10-2)

Evaluacion del impacto del puerto deportivo de Cala Galiota

(Colonia de Sant Jordi, Mallorca, Espana) sobre las aves de la
zona. :

Jorge MUNTANER - (Contrat 6610/89/02) -1989.
Analisls de la slituacion actual del problema de la incidencia de la
rult 1tiv d nt r Za-—
!Q gg 2 Espana.

J.ALONSO (contrat 6610 89 02) 1989.

an ment dr t t id [} r h‘

- R.S.P.B. (contrat 6611/84/07-2)

urvelliance d . X

- 1.R.S.N.B. (contrat 6611/84/05-1) - ao(dt 1987. )
Des|gnated Ngtgrgl Areas in the European Community - proposals for

areas in _the E.C.
ASSOCIATION AMENAGEMENT —ENVIRONNEMENT (contrat 868 6611 11 001 11

Rapport de Ila Commission : h influen of hunting on bird
populations (X1/216/92)

R ort R.S. -~ ORNIS - ta Bank - 1992

Zones de protect iale - zones désignées selon i‘article 4 de
1a Directiv 4 EE ncernant | nservati d i X
sauvages (février 1992).

Bilan d‘apptication de (a Directive n° 79/4 €E r_1

conservation des olseaux sauvages

Rapport établi en collaboration avec [‘Institut pour une Politique
Européenne de |‘Environnement, Paris - contrat n° 4-3040(91)5853) -
juilliet 1992.
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Monitoring waterfowl populations in the European Community
IWRB March 1992 (Contrat 6610(90)4981)

I1legal activities concerned with taking of birds in the EC : An
expert’s view : Alistair Gamme! - 15 May 1990

Updated information on the status of nine threatened wild birds in
Gr enumerated in Annex | of the Directive 79/409/EEC -
FAINARETT! - December 1992 (contrat 4-3040(92)8404)

Actions pour ia restauration de populations d‘oiseaux gravement

menac dans | mmunaut
I.R.S.N.B. -~ (contrat 6610(90)10089)

Status and conservation of the Magpie (Piéa pica) and of the Hooded

row rvu ron rdoni in Greec
Photis PERGANTIS - December 1992

Logiciel sur les Oiseaux proté en Europe
OPUS SPECIES - 15 aoQt 1992 (contrat 4-3040(91)4681)

A 1 lentifi la b de donnees ORNIS :
EUROPEAN BUREAU FOR CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT - (contrat4-
3040(92)6237)

A_report on the status of management measures and priorities for
Annex 1! species — D. HILL, X{/13/93

n .

Mesures d‘urgence visant & la conservation de Haliaaetus albicilla,
Egretta alba et Phalacrocorox pygmaeus dans (a Communauté

ORNIS CONSULT, SOCIETE HELLENIQUE D‘ORNITHOLOGIE, IRISH WILDBIRD
CONSERVANCY

Mesures d‘urgence pour {a conservation d‘espéces menacées de
~disparition & Madére (Monachus monachus, Pterodroma madeira, P.
face, Columba trocaz, Calonectris diomedea borealis) - PARQUE
NATURAL DA MADEIRA —MUSEE MUNICIPAL DE FUNCHAL. ’

Actions d‘urgence pour la protection d‘espéces d‘oiseaux menacés de
disparition & Amvrakikos, Evros et les tles Chafarine (Acores et
fles Canaries) - Anser erythropus, Numenius tenuirostris, pelicanus
crispus). R.S.P.B. en collaboration avec les autorités grecques
(Ministére de 1°‘Agriculture), 1a Société Ornithologique Hellénique,
ICONA, Sociedad Espaola de Ornithologia.

Actlions d‘urgence pour fa conservation de Sterna dougallii dans la
Communauté - R.S.P.B..

Mesures d‘urgence pour la conservation de Chersophilus duponti et
Uri aalge. ibericus dans la Communauté. SOCIEDAD ESPANOLA DE
ORNITHOLOGIA.
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The ORNIS data base is an information classification tool which
gathers existing data on the various species of bird in the
European Community with a view to ensuring the efficient
management of the species’ populations in accordance with the
principles set out in Directive 79/409/EEC on the conservation
of wild birds.

This data base was set up and developed on the initiative of
scientific institutions in the European Community, which are also
responsible for its management. The Commission of the European
Communities has allocated funds to these institutions for the
purpose of creating and developing the data base and entering and
verifying the data. The remaining costs are covered by the
institutions themselves within the framework of their own
scientific programmes.

The managing institutions have placed the data base itself and
all the information files at the d:l.sposal of the ORNIS Committee,
Committee for the adaptation of Directive 79/409/EEC, has agreed
to take part in the data validation procedures and to provide
operational gm.dance. The managing institutions have requested
and followed the guidelines laid down by the ORNIS Committee and
its Scientific Working Group as regards the choice of the data
fields, the definition of such fields, data—entry priorities, and
data base access procedures.



1. Management and information

Seven institutions are currently involved in the management of
the data base and are able to provide information on how it
operates as well as on the data already available.

itu al des i Naturelles de Belgique
Section d‘Evaluation Biologique

29, rue Vautier

B — 1040 Bruxelles -
Tel: 32-2-627.43.54
Fax: 32-2-649.48.25

Goulandris Museum

13, levidoustreet .
Kifissia ' -
G - Athénes

Tel: 30-1-80.15.870

Fax: 30-1-80.80.674

2 s

Monkswood House City Road
UK - Peterborough PEl1 1JY
Tel: 44~733-62.626
Fax: 44-733-555.948

Ministére de 1‘Aménagement du territoire et de
1‘Environnement

SA, rue de Prague

Luxembourg Ville

Tel: 352.478.68.26

Fax: 352-400.410 <
O£ Nati 1 de 1 I :

85 bis, avenue de Wagram :

F - 75017 Paris

Tel : 33-1-44-15-17-17

Fax: 33-1-47-63-79-13

Irish Wildlife Service
Office of Public Works
51, St. Stephen‘’s Green
Dublin 2

Ireland .

Tel: 353-1-661-31-11

Fax: 353-1-661-07-47

Via Ca‘’Fornacetta 9

I - 40064 Ozzano dell’Emilia (Bologna)
Tel: 39-51-798.746

Fax: 39-51-796.628

A4
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Five other institutions have access to the information on the
operation of the data base and are in a position to make
available such information. A number of these institutions are
also likely to take part in the management of the data base in
the near future.

ervico ional de rques eservas e Conservacao da
Natureza N

Rue da Lapa 73

P - 1200 Lisboa

Tel: 351-1-67.55.18

Pax: 351-1-60.10.48

4, Gran Via de San Francisco _ )
E - 28040 Madrid
Bundesforschungsanstalt  f8r Naturschutz  und
Iandschaftsokologie .

Ronstantinstrasse 110

D- $300 Bonn 2

Tel: 49-228-84.910
Fax: 49-228-84.91.200

Ministerie van Landbouw, Natuurbeheer en Visserij
Postbus 20401

NL~ 2500 EK Den Haag

Fax: 31-70-347.82.28

Slotsmarken 13

DK- 2970 Horsholm
Tel: 45-45-76.53.76
Fax: 45-45-76.54.77
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2. Ge aphi tructure of the data se

The ORNIS data base contains information on surface areas. It
therefore complements the CORINE-Biotopes data base, which is
based on pinpoint data, relating to specific measurement sites
or locations. :

The basic geographical units of the ORNIS data base are the
regions as defined in the European Community‘s Political Map and
corresponding within each Member State to a different NUTS level
which, however, remains fixed. The smaller units are the NUTS
units at a lower level, whilst the multiples are constituted by
the Members States and the Community. In Belgium, Greece,
France, Ireland, Italy, Portugal and Great Britain, the
*regional® level NUTS unit is the *region of the national
administrative system®, in Germany the ®*Bundesland" or Federal
State, and in Spain the ®“autonomous region®. Demmark,
Luxembourg, and the Netherlands each constitute a single NUTS
region. . )

The data base is systematically supplemented at the regional
level. Data corresponding to lower levels, if any, are entered
in a compatible auxiliary file.

3. Data structure

The data base comprises scientific and technical data on the
following: °

=  population sizes and trends of the various wild bird
species in the European Community; :

- basic information on their habitats:;. o

- basic information on temporal and spatial aspects of their
reproduction, migration and wintering: ) _

- factors concerning direct human intervention in their
population dynamics, i.e. the intentional removal of birds
and/or eggs.

All data are assigned a reliability rating, according to the
following code:

1: verified census or research datum

2: unverified census or research datum

3: local estimate (national expert or institution)
4: central estimate (Community experts).

For all temporal data, the time unit is the month, subdivided in
‘ten-day periods.

All indications concerning specific periods are linked to average
annual values,



4. ata

ields

1. Reproduction

1.
2.

3.
4.

Presence:
Abundance:

Trends:
Period:

S. Habitat:

A3

Present, irregular or absent

Number of nesting couples or, if this is
inadequate, number of individuals, nests or
eggs .

Growing, stable, declining

Period comprised between the beginning of
the defence of the territory and the
independence of the fledglings .

In the case of species in which fledgling
social dependence extends over long periods,
the end of the reproduction per:l.od 1s
determined as follows:

- for Anser and Branta, when the fledglings
leave the nest:

- for Perdix, Alectoris and others, at the
end of the period of parental protection

The data recorded on Anas platyrhynchos and
Columba palumbus concern the overall
reproductive period of 80% of the nesting

couplest*

The ORNIS data base does not record the

reproductive period divisions as defined
here.

Three main habitats are J.ndicated

* For these species, the information compiled takes account of

the fact that,

due to the artificial transformation of their

feedxng grounds through agriculture and eutrophication, these
species seem to be partially domesticated.

2. Passing

1.
2.
3.
4.

S.
6.

Presence:
Numbers:
Trends:
origin:

Periods:
Habitat:

3. Wintering

1.
2.
3.
4.

S.
6.

Presence:
Nunmbers:
Trends:
origin:

Periods:
Habitat:

Present, irregular or absent
Number of individuals

: Growing, stable, declining

Countries or regions of origin of migrating
species

Pre-nuptial and post-nuptial passage per:l.ods
Three main habitats are indicated

Present, irregular or absent

Number of individuals

Growing, stable, declining

countries or regions of origin of wintering
ies

Periods spent in wintering grecunds

Three main habitats are indicated



4. Taking

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

Regulations: 1.

2.
3.
4.
S.
Numbers:
Period:
Habitat:
Illegal taking

s. Additiopal fil

1.
2.
3.
4.

s.
6.
7.
8.

LU

Huntable, open season

Huntable, no open season .
Taking ssubject to individual
derogations

Taking subject to general derogations
Hunting subject to derogation

Number of individuals per year

Legal hunting periods, period announced
by Members States for derogations
Three main habitats are indicated

List of species within the Community

Vulnerability coefficients

Computer data sheet requested by the geographic basis
Data sheets drawn up by translating 3 and adding free
texts
Bibliographi i .
Biological data (reproduction and death rates)
Conversion tables

Miscellaneous items

cal files
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6. Data entrv procedure

Information data are collected and entered in a documentation
file by one of the managing institutions. Such data be taken
from published sources, the institutions’ own archives or
information made available by third parties (data ranked 2 in the
documentation files).

Individual data are then chosen from the documentation files for
each species, region and field (data ranked 1 in the
documentation files) so as to include them in the data base
following a procedure which may comprise:

1. a proposal by one of the managing institutions

2. validation by one of the managing institutions, selected
on the basis of the geographical origin of the data :

3. verification and decision by the ORNIS Committee.

Data which have passed through stage 1 are termed "temporary®,
-those which have passed through stage 2 are termed "validated",
and those which have passed through stage 3 are termed
“verified".

For data concerning the "illegal taking" field, which by their
very nature are difficult or even impossible to determine
reliably through direct observation or falsifiable hypotheses,
stages 1 and 2 are replaced by a single stage involving a
unanimous proposal by an ad hoc group composed of three
institutions or organisation, one of which does not take part in
the management of the data base.



AN

7. Access procedures

The procedures for access to the data are currently being drawn
up via a consultation process between the managing institutions,
the ORNIS scientific working group, and the services of the
Commission of the European Communities, in accordance with the
European Directives and the various relevant national
legislations.

In order to meet any pressing needs, the various administrations
concerned with wildlife conservation, whether at Community,
national or regional level, can already request information from
the institutions 1listed under 1, first 1list, including
information on the current availability of the relevant data
field and the interim procedures for access to temporary,
validated or verified data in the data base.

General information on the data base (basic pnnciples,
definition of fields, restrictions on use) can be obtained from
any. of the :lnstitm:ions listed under 1. ~

E. E ] A‘E ]o !.

~ evaluation of the percentage of the nesting populations
of threatened or vulnerable species included in the Special
Protection Areas:;

- the drafting of regulations on hunting periods by the
competent authorities:

- evaluation of the derogations undet article 9 of
Directive 79/409/EEC, communicated by the Member States.
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A. REPRODUCTION AND REARING PERIODS

1. Review of biological terms used

Article 7.4 of the "Birds" Directive provides that “Member States ...
shall see in particular that the species to which hunting laws apply
are not hunted during the rearing season nor during the various
stages of reproduction. In the case of migratory species ... the
species ... are not hunted during their period of reproduction ...*

The breeding (reproduction) season and its chronological development
(i.e. the succession of its various stages) can be established with
regard to one specimen, a pair, a2 group or a species. In view of the
behaviocural differences between groups of species and of observation
problems, Cramp & Simons (1977, p.29) proposed the following
definition: ®the reproductive season is the period during which a
species lays and incubates eggs and raises its young until they fly
away®; this definition was used by Bertelsen & Simonsen (1989) to

define the breeding season of the species listed in Annex II of
Directive 79/409.

To this one should add territorial behaviour on the one hand and, on
the other, the period of dependence, the final stage of reproduction.

The notion of territorial behaviour is, at times, hard to define.
The problem does not occur in relation to migratory species, i.e.
those species where a majority of individuals show mnigratory
behaviour; in their case, the close seuson starts with return
migration.

With regard to sedentary species, except those .which indulge in
collective displays (Woodcock, Tetraonids) - a particularly sensitive
period -, those competent authorities which declare that this
criterion does not apply can set a corresponding criterion based on
their knowledge of the year-on-year average date on which the first
egg is laid by that species in that particular region and on its
biology.

The notion of dependence concerns only the relationships between
individuals - be it the dependence of young on adults (as a provider
of food, of protection against predators and bad weather ...) - and
not the relationships, of whatever kind, between individuals and
their surroundings.

It may, in certain cases, be useful to distinguish between two stages
in the acquisition of independence. The first stage, which might be
termed “strict dependence®, would cover the period during which the
death of one (or both) parent(s) leads to a notable (or decisive)
reduction in chick survival rates. The second period sees a steadily
diminishing social cohesion between parents and offspring. In such
cases, the loss of parent(s) does not have a noticeable effect on
survival of the young. S
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2. Diagnostic criteria

The aim of this section is to propose parameters which can be
observed in natura to establish breeding and rearing seasons.

As most of the problems with regard to regulations in this field
occur when fixing the opening dates for the hunting season, it seems
wise to establlsh, as objectively as possible, the end of the
breeding and rearing seasons.

For this reason, and in order to minimize disturbance, it is proposed
that the unfledged young of nidifugous species be observed and their
age determined. It will the be poss:l.hle, by use of b:.bllograph.tcal
data (length of incubation in particular), to calculate the critical
dates for a group of birds breeding on a given site. -

This technique can, for example, be used to compile a graph showing
dates of flight, by species, by region and by year. However, given
the failures at each stage in the reproductive process, the graphs
are not homothetic.

The opening dates of the hunting season can be fixed for several
years on the basis of data (especially by use of the ORNIS database),
.Or on a yearly basis by using seasonal observations.

The latter approach can only be used in the case of species for which
a reliable forecast is possible. Given that one is focusing on the
end of a phenomenon which takes place over several weeks and in so
far as a sample of complete breeding seasons is available, it would
seem that observation of at least 2/3 of a season should be a more
or less reliable basis for predicting the end of the current
(breeding) season.

B. RETURN MIGRATION
1. Review of biological terms used

Article 7.4 of the "Birds"™ Directive provides that *in the case of
migratory species ... the species ... are not hunted during their
return to their rearing grounds”.

The return migration- is the annual journey by which migratory birds -

a population, a group or an individual - return from their wintering
grounds to their breeding areas, be it in one or several stages.
Birds are to be considered as returning to their nesting grounds
when, in response to physiological changes at the end of their
wintering phase, they move towards their breeding grounds.
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Wintering ends with the departure from winter quarters where
migratory populations have remained more or less permanently since
the end of their postnuptial migration. Generally speaking, the enc
of the wintering phase is more or less progressive, as it is not:
triggered off simultaneously in all individuals.

It is important to note that:

- The act of leaving a wintering site does not necessarily imply
a migration, as the population concerned may be moving to
another, more favourable wintering ground:

- Sexually mature birds on the return migration are not
necessarily in a phys:.ologxcal condition to breed. However, as
the Directive reads “"gpecies ... are not hunted” this has to be
taken to mean a whole population.

The complexity of movements may be dues, at least in part, to several
factors:

- meteorological (e.g. frozen or dried-out ponds):
- exhaustion of food sources:
- disturbance -of various kinds, etc.

It will therefore be difficult to distinguish pre-nuptial migration,
as described above, from the various movements taking place at the
end of the winter. The problem is all the greater in cases of
substantial overlap between wintering and breed:.ng areas, where

w:.nten,ng, migrating and newly returned individuals will all be
present in the same area.

For certain species, bird counts coupled with observation of sex
ratio trends could, in the absence of individually marked specimens,
permit a more reliable interpretation of the changes in numbers
present. Bird marking is the only way to estimate the renewal rate
of individuals on a site (Kersten & Smit, 1984).

In addition, for a given species, a joint analysis of numbers leaving
wintering areas, changes in numbers on transit sites and dates of
arrival at the breeding grounds should allow relatively reliable
conclusions to be drawn.

Observation of migratory flights can only be undertaken for certain
species and is often partial (night or high altitude flights).

Other migration study methods have the drawback of not allowing exact
species identification (radar) or of providing insufficient data ion
most cases (not enough ringing effort in wintering areas).

Summg up, observation of fluctuations in numbers present on sites
throughout the Community, supplemented by analysis of ringing data
and sex ratios and ascertaining of the arrival dates on the breeding
grounds should permit a sound assessment to be made as to the
timetable of return migration.
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By contrast to the breeding season, it appears to be difficult to
determine the dates for the closing of the hunting season on the
basis of a predictive model, as the only rapidly available data
available to scientists and legislators would be initial
observations, which are often the most problematic to interpret.

C. TOWARDS POSSIBLE STRATEGIES FOR FIXING MAXIMUM LENGTH
OF THE HUNTING SEASON

To recapitulate, the hunting season should exclude the various stages
of reproduction and the rearing season - as defined on page 2 -, as
well as return migration.

In view of the individual variability encountered in most species,
the objective of protection should be linked to the population
dynamics and conservation level of a given species, instead of
monitoring individual specimens within these populations.

- Regarding the breeding and rearing seasons whose timing can be
followed, the small percentage of exceptionally late hatches can
reasonably be ignored in the statistical monitoring of the
population as a whole;

- on the other hand, determining the beginning of migration is

difficult for the species concerned, on account of possible
confusion with erratic movements often due to climatic or food
availability factors.
It is therefore advisable to use an average time unit. Visual
observations can provide data over ten-day periods (each
including a week-end; such "“decades" can be the time unit used
when following the phenomenon.

Taking into account that (a) migration begins at different times from
year to year, (b) Spring migration is more protracted for early than
for late migrants?, (c) the role of exceptionally early migrants to
a species’ conservation status is more important in the case of
species whose conservation status is unfavourable.

there is no significant overlap between the hunting season and Spring
migration if:

1. for species whose conservation status is favourable and whose
migration begins before 20 February, the hunting season closes
within the decade following the decade when migratory passage
begins;

2. for species whose conservation status is favourable and whose
migration begins after 20 February, or for species whose
conservation status is unfavourable and whose migration begins
before 20 February, the hunting season closes within the same
decade as that during which migratory passage begins;

3 The 20th February has been chosen to distinguish early from
late migrants
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3. for species whose conservation status is unfavourable and whose
migration begins after 20 February, the hunting season closes
within the decade preceding that during which migratory passage
begins.

At present, on the basis of fields data, only two specific points of
the migratory phenomenon can be reliably determined: the beginning
of migration and the period of maximum migratory activity. This is
simply because the renewal rate of individuals at a given site is
unknown.

As regards the breeding timetable, field counts provide an estimate,
per time period (e.g. ten days), of the numbers of young passing from
the dependent to the independent phase. Each brood monitored, even
if re-sighted, is counted only once in the season. The sum of such
data over a full breeding season can subsequently be used to
calculate the percentage of independent young at any given time in
the season.
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Corr igendum

TABLES §, 6 AND 7
STATUS OF THE SPECIES IN ANNEX 11, PARTS | AND |1
IN THE MEMBER STATES
SUMMARY TABLES

N.B.
Spain: data from the ORNIS base pre-date those in the table.

Basis of comparison

- For the three regions concerned: direct

- For the 10 Member States: Inferred from reglional data where possibile
- For the Iincomplete Member State (UK-NIRL): idem.

Tabl Annex 11, 1

- Germany
Alectoris graeca: Replace the A by a P.
(There are a few of the species in Bavaria).

- Spain
Logopus mutus: Replace the A by a P.
(A sub-species is part of the whole population of the species and
cannot therefore be designated as ‘absent’ in the area of that sub-
species)

- France
Branta canadens/s: Replace the A by a P.
(The species is established in several places in the north of
France).

=-United Kingdom
Columbla livia: replace the C by a P.
(The measures relating to feral pigeons do not appear anywhere elise
in this table; all the data for the other Member States relate to
genuinely wild populations of this species). '



<3

Table 6 (Annex 11, 2)

- Germany: Add a G to the square.
(Although they are classified as ‘game’, none of these species have
been hunted for years.)

Anser brachyrhynchus
Netta rufina

Aythya marila
Somateria molllssima
Clangula hyemallis
Bucephala clangula
Wergus serrator
Mergus merganser
Bonasa bonasl/a
Coturnix coturnix
Columba oenas
Streptopel(a turtur

- lreland
Aythya marl/la: Replace the + by a P.
(There is no hunting season for this species).

- Netherlands: Add a G to the square.
(Although classified as ‘game’, none of these species have been

hunted for years.)

Anser brachyrhynchus
Netta rufina
Somateria mollissima
Clangula hyemallis
Melanitta nigra
Melanitta fusca
Bucephala clangula
Mergus serrator
Mergus merganser
Tetrao tertrix

- Portugal: Add a G to the triangle and the square.
(Although classifled as ‘game’, neither of these species has been
hunted during the 1991/92 or 1992/93 seasons).
Vanellus vanellus
Limosa [Imosa

Turdus merula: Replace the full stop by a P. )
(There was no hunting season for this species in 1991/92 and

1992/93) .
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Jable 7 (Species which may be hunted according to the legistation of the
various Member States, but which are not entered against these countries in
Annex 11.,2) :

- Germany
Ardea clnerea: Add a v to the square.
(This species is classified as game, but there is no open hunting
season for it. It can, however, be contro!led as a pest subject to
derogation arrangements).

- Netherlands: Add a v to the square
Branta leucopslis
Corvus corone cornix
Corvus frugllegus
Garrulus glandarius
(The species are classified as game but there is no open hunting
season for them. They can, however, be controlled as pests under
derogation arrangements).

Branta bernicla: Add a v to the square

(This species, which is not mentioned in this table, is classified
as game, but there is no open hunting season for it. It can,
however, be controlled as a pest subject to derogation
arrangements).

- Sturnus unicolor®

Beligld F: A

Belgié W: A
Deutschland: A
Danmark: A

France: P

Espana: +

ireland: A
Luxembourg: A
Nederland: A

United Kingdom GB: A
United Kingdom NIRL: A
Portugal: C

itallia: P

Greece: A

* As per fax of 29 September 1993 in annex
13.10.1993
ORNIS~IRSNB
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