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THE CONVENTION AT WORK

EUROPEAN
DEVELOPMENT
FUND

In February, after a favourable
opinion from the EDF Committee, the
Commission decided to finance the fol-
lowing projects, totalling ECU
37 290 000, from the 7th EDF.

SADCC Region: (7th EDF) —
Grant: ECU 1 695 000

Project: International baccalaureate
studies for the SADCC region (Southern
African Development Coordination
Conference)

Niger: (7th EDF) — Grant: ECU
1 000 000

Project: Centre for training and the
promotion of music

All ACP & OCT: (7th EDF) —
Grant: ECU 2 000 000

Projcct: Short basic training courses
and advanced training sessions for ACP
cadres in Europe in 1992-1993

Cote d’lvoire: (7th EDF) —
Grant: ECU 15 500 000

Project : Structural adjustment support
programme

All ACP: (7th EDF) — Grant:
ECU 12 700 000

Project: Contribution to the financing
of the ACP Secretariat-General

Belize: (7th EDF)— Grant: ECU
4 400 000

Project: Rehabilitation of the Sibun
River stretch of the Hummingbird High-
way

The Commission has also decided to
finance the following proposals under
Lome¢ IV.

Cameroon — Grant: ECU

265000 000

This grant, which is for the supply of
medicines is part of a health sector back-
up programme.

It involves providing technical assis-
tance and the basic stock for a supply unit
to help with the implementation of a
national policy geared to supplying essen-
tial and generic medicines.

Swaziland — Grant: ECU

1 850 000

This grant, which is for technical
assistance programmes, will improve the
management potential of various Minis-
tries (Health, Finance and Industrial
Affairs) and national agencies, which can
then make a better job of using project
financing provided by the Community.

EUROPEAN
INVESTMENT
BANK

ECU 3 million loan for
aluminium plant in Ghana

The European Investment Bank (EIB)
is lending ECU 3 million for modernising
and expanding a plant for recycling
aluminium near Ghana’s capital Accra.
The funds, from risk capital resources
provided for under the third Lomé
Convention and managed by the EIB, are
made available in the form of

— a conditional loan of ECU 2.8 million
for 12 years at 5% to Aluminium Enter-
prises Limited (AEL);

— a subordinated loan of ECU 165 000
for 12 years at 2% to Ecobank Ghana
Limited (EBQG), for onlending to AEL in
the form of a shareholder’s advance. and

— a conditional loan of ECU 35000 to
EBG for subscribing capital in AEL.

The project is expected to cost ECU
4.55 million and comprises mainly equip-
ment for processing raw materials, as well
as facilities for melting used aluminium.

EMERGENCY AID

The Commission has recently decided
to finance the following emergency aid
projects:

Ethiopia: ECU 1 million

This money is to finance a humani-
tarian transport operation. It is being run
by the ICRC, which is organising buses
and trucks within the country to move ex-
soldiers and displaced persons back
home.

For Tﬁareg refugees in Maurit-
ania: ECU 100 000

On 27 March, the Commission decided
to send emergency aid to Tuareg refugees
in Mauritania and medical products and
food worth ECU 100 000 were flown out
that same night. This is part of a far larger
aid operation which the Commission is
currently planning.

Angola: ECU 2 000 000

The money is to cover the domestic
costs of flying the food aid provided by
the Commission since early 1992 — i.e.
1800 tonnes of cereals, 105 t of vegetable
oil and 350t of other products.

It is 11 months since the civil war
ended, but the people of Angola still have
severe difficulties to cope with.

Particularly problematic are the mas-
sive numbers of Angolan refugees who
came home from Zaire and Zambia as
soon as the fighting was over.

Then 150 000 soldiers are being de-
mobilised and they and their families also
need food immediately. The fact that
populations are on the move increases the
risk of epidemics.
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FOOD AID

Global quantities fixed
for 1992

The Commission has fixed the global
amounts of food aid for the 1992 pro-
gramme and listed the products to be
supplied, as follows (1991 figures in
brackets): cereals 1385100t
(1360000 t), milk — 53000t (83 500 t),
butteroil — 6 800 t (12 000 t), vegetable oil
— 70000 t (60 000 t) and sugar — 11 540
(15000 t), plus ECU 48 million-worth of
other products (ECU 50 million).

Budget restraint has forced the Com-
mission to reduce the quantities of milk
products, sugar and other products.
However, it has put priority on two other
products, vegetable oil and cereals.

The food crisis in sub-Saharan Africa s
such that the Commission thought it
should improve on the extra amounts of
cereals given in 1991, albeit in only a very
small way. Experience has shown that it
takes more than a year to wipe out the
effects of a drought as bad as the one in
1991. The Commission is not claiming
that this very small increase is a full
response to the extra needs in sub-
Saharan Africa, particularly on the Horn,
and it is very possible that the total

quantities of cereal will not be enough to
meet the developing countries’ require-
ments. The situation will be monitored
carefully so that action can be taken
quickly if any problems arise.

The list of products to be supplied as
food aid this year is the same as in 1991.
However, a combined nomenclature code
has been adapted to include the pigmeat
added to the list in 1991.

Commission proposes
a special aid programme
for 1992

On | April, the Commission decided to
suggest to the Council and the European
Parliament that a special food aid pro-
gramme be set up for various countries in
sub-Saharan Africa and other parts of the
world.

The Commission feels that this is
necessary if the Community is to provide
a proper response to the already serious
famine situation facing about 60 million
people. Estimates suggest that something
like 6.5 million tonnes of food aid will be
needed in 1992,

The Commission proposes that the
special programme cover 800000t of
cereal equivalent, costing ECU 220 mil-

After a favourable opinion from the Food Aid Committee, the Commission
has taken the following decision on a multi-annual project:
tonnes
Cereals Milk- Butteroil Other
powder products
UNRWA D 6270 3927 1921 VO
1992 29248.
Burkina Faso D 7000
1992
Tunisia P 3000
1992
ICRC D 65 000 380 600 S.
5700 VO
*)
UNHCR D 1.417 584 VO
**)
D: to destination.
P.: to port; VO: vegetable oil.
S: sugar.
(*) pulses to the value of ECU 3 000 000.
(**) pulses to the value of ECU 1 348 000.
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lion. This would be in addition to the
approximately 1.4 milliont of cereal
equivalent provided under the normal
food aid budget for 1992.

Financing this special programme will
mean using the procedure described in
the declaration which the three insti-
tutions annexed to the decision on finan-
cial prospects adopted at the trialogue on
5 February 1992.

The size of the operation and the need
for speedy, efficient implementation are
such that the Commission suggests revis-
ing the financial prospects and then
adopting a supplementary and amending
budget.

It therefore proposes that the Council
decide on the principle of a special food
aid programme of 800000t of cereal
equivalent for various countries of sub-
Saharan Africa and other parts of the
world in 1992.

It is also calling on Member States to
mobilise their own resources so that the
response of the European Community as
a whole is equal to the challenge.

Lome IV

Indicative programmes
signed

Cameroon and Gabon

ECU 128.5 million is what Cameroon
gets from the Community: under the
Lomé IV national indicative programme,
signed in Yaoundé by the Cameroonian
Planning Minister and DG VIII Deputy
Director-General Philippe Soubestre on
14 February. This includes a first struc-
tural adjustment support allocation of
ECU 18.5 million. The framework of
mutual obligations for the use of Stabex
transfers 1990, worth ECU 67 million,
was also signed on this occasion.

Philippe Soubestre was received by
President Paul Biya and also had the
opportunity to meet the leaders of the
opposition party, who had asked to see
him.
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In Gabon, Mr Soubestre and the
Gabonese Planning Minister signed the
ECU 34 million national indicative pro-
gramme (including ECU 5 million for
structural adjustment support) in Libre-
ville on 18 February. President Omar
Bongo and Prime Minister Oye Mba
attended the ceremony. The agreement
fixing the immunities and privileges of the
Commission delegation in Gabon was
also signed by Mr Soubestre and the
Foreign Minister. There have been poli-
tical changes in Gabon and the present
Prime Minister is in office following a
national conference.

Comoros

Comoros hosted the signing ceremony
for the Indian Ocean Commission’s
indicative programme in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation in
Moroni on 21 February. The IOC was
represented by its President-in-Office,
His Excellency Said Hachim Said
Hassane, Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs and Cooperation, and the Com-
munity by Louis Huby, Head of the
Indian Ocean division.

This Lomé IV programme will give the
I0C ECU 25.5 million of the total ECU
30 million allocated to regional cooper-
ation in the south-west Indian Ocean. It
will go to finance, inrer alia, trade,
services and personnel projects and help
make these countries better economically
integrated.

Sanctions maintained
against Haiti

Ministers met in Lisbon on 17 Fe-
bruary to discuss Haiti in the light of the
OAS decision on sanctions.

The Community and the Member
States said that they intended to continue
with their suspension of financial and
technical cooperation with this country,
although the humanitarian relief’ meas-
ures (about ECU 4 million in emergency
ald and emergency food aid so far,

distributed through NGOs) would be
maintained. They also expressed soli-
darity with the OAS embargo.

COCOA

Meeting of the ACP-EC
consultative group on
Article 75 (Lomé IV)

On 12 February, a brief consultation
meeting was held in accordance with
Article 75 of Lomé IV, at ACP request.

The ACPs wanted to remind the
Community of the resolutions which the
various Joint Assemblies had made on
the negotiations on a new International
Cocoa Agreement.

The Group took this opportunity of
reiterating the concern of the cocoa
producers, especially those in Africa,
about the critical situation in this sector
and recalling the documents which the
cocoa-producing alliance had presented
in August 1991, pleading in favour of an
International Agreement with economic
clauses based on a system of export
quotas.

Since it was impossible for some of the
Member States of the Community to
agree to such a system, the Commission,
represented by Peter Pooley, first listened
to what the ACPs had to say and then
outlined the Community’s attitude at the
ICCO conference which began in London
the next day (13 February). Although the
Community objected to any discussion of
the idea of a quota system as things stood,
the indication was that it might be willing
to look at other formulae for an Inter-
national Apgreement with economic
clauses.

Namibia: Visit of Vice-President
Marin (Windhoek, 15-17 March)

Dr Sam Nujoma, President of the
Republic of Namibia, Prime Minister
Mr Hage Geingob and Vice-President
Manuel Marin held wide-ranging talks in
Windhoek, including a discussion of the

programmes of cooperation between
Namibia and the European Community.

At the end of the discussions, President
Nujoma and Mr Marin signed the
National Indicative Programme for Na-
mibia under the Fourth Lomé Conven-
tion, to which Namibia acceded in De-
cember 1990.

The National Indicative Programme
identifies agriculture, rural development,
education, human resources develop-
ment and health as the main focal sectors
for development cooperation under the
Lomé Convention.

During the discussions, President
Nujoma expressed Namibia’s appreci-
ation for the generous support received so
far from the European Community
before and since independence. The EC
will make ECU 45 million (approxi-
mately R 168 million) available in grants
for development assistance under the 1st
financial protocol of Lomé IV. In addi-
tion, a minimum of ECU 6 million
(approximately R22 million) will also be
made available in risk capital through the
European Investment Bank for the de-
velopment of private sector activities in
agro-processing and manufacturing and
for transforming local natural resources.
The risk capital would also be available
for the development of productive infra-
structure, as well as assistance to small-
and medium-scale enterprises.

President Nujoma impressed on
Mr Marin the severity of the situation
arising from the present drought and
famine throughout the country and
appealed to the European Commission
for food aid and emergency assistance.

Vice-President Marin paid tribute to
the leadership and people of Namibia for
their successful transition to indepen-
dence, and recalled that the principles of
democratic self-government and respect
for human rights enshrined in the Na-
mibian Constitution are principles which
the European Community is actively
encouraging through the Lomé Conven-
tion in all 69 ACP countries.

Vice-President Marin extended an
invitation to President Nujoma to visit
the Community in Brussels at the earliest
mutually convenient date, which the
President accepted.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Famine in Africa

International organisations and donors meet in Brussels

A coordination meeting on the food
needs in African countries was held in
Brussels on 27 February 1992. The meet-
ing, which brought together representa-
tives of several international organis-
ations, non-governmental organisations
as well as individual states, was convened
at the initiative of the United States
Agency for International Development
and was hosted by the Commission of the
European Communities.

Most of the major donors involved in
relief programmes in Africa were present
at the meeting: EEC Member States,
Australia, Austria, Canada, Switzerland,
Nordic Countries (Norway, Sweden,
Finland) and the United States, the
World Food Programme (WFP), the UN
High Commission for Refugees
(UNHCR), the UN Children Fund
(UNICEF), the UN Disaster Relief
Organisation (UNDRO), the UN De-
velopment Programme (UNDP), the UN
Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAQ), the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) and the Commis-
sion of the European Communities.

It was the second time such a meeting
had taken place in the Belgian capital. Its
objective was to review the results of
efforts made by the international donor
community during 1991 and to assess the
ongoing needs for food relief in African
countries following a long drought and
the continuing armed conflicts in several
parts of the continent. Special attention
was paid to the situation in Ethiopia,
Sudan, Somalia, Djibouti, Liberia, Zaire,
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique,
Angola and southern and western Africa.

During the meeting it was estimated
that greater quantities of food and
emergency aid than were previously
thought necessary would be required
before the end of 1992 because of the
especially grave drought situation in
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central and southern Africa. Only a part
of these needs are already covered by the
international donor community.

Against this background, the meeting
discussed a wide range of operational and
technical issues relating to mobilisation,
transport, distribution and monitoring of
food and emergency aid for Africa.

The meeting once again demonstrated
the seriousness of famine problems on the
African continent and the increasing
solidarity amongst the donor community
to meet the challenge. It has enabled an
enhanced level of communication and
coordination which should ensure the
greater effectiveness of future famine
relief operations.

Meeting of
the International
Cocoa Organisation

The ICCO council met to put the
finishing touches to its strategy for a final
consensus on the negotiation of a new
International Cocoa Agreement with
economic clauses.

Problems prior to this meeting made
the European Community’s job a par-
ticularly difficult one, given that the
Member States diverged on which eco-
nomic system to use and even on the idea
of an economic agreement (UK and
Belgium).

However, the Anglo-Belgian positions
were relaxed and the Community was
then able first to support an alternative
economic system (to the one proposed by
the producing countries) and then to
agree to negotiate in Geneva on this basis
in mid-April.

The President of the Council also
played a major part in presenting a draft

decision likely to receive the producers’
and consumers’ agreement on the prin-
ciples involved. Nonetheless, obtaining a
consensus on the document involved
striking out all references to any specific
economic system and leaving nothing
more than a reference to a ‘production
policy’ and the ‘regulation of supply’.

Thanks to this compromise, negoti-
ationscan be started in Geneva with some
hope of success.

EC-ALA

Community finances
repatriation and
resettlement of ‘Boat
People’ in Vietnam

The Commission has decided to make
an ECU 23.5 million contribution to the
international programme of assistance
for Vietnamese refugees as agreed in 1990
with the Vietnamese Government and in
conjunction with the UN High Commis-
sion for Refugees.

The Community had already provided
a first lot of financing (ECU 12.5 million)
in 1991 for a pilot phase of this two and a
half-year plan — which will cost an
estimated ECU 102.5 million in all.

The idea is to help some 80 000
Vietnamese to return to their country
safely and with dignity. These people are
currently housed in camps in Hong Kong
and the ASEAN countries and are re-
questing asylum, but they are not eligible
for refugee status or, therefore, for
permanent resettlement in a host country.

The 116 000 people currently asking
for asylum are spread over Hong Kong
(62 500), Indonesia (19 500), Malaysia
(12 500), Thailand (12 500) and the Phi-
lippines (7 500).

Repatriation will be assured under the
aegis of the UNHCR, which guarantees
the safety and dignity of the returnees in
accordance with the global plan of action
produced by the International Con-
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ference on Indochinese
Geneva in June 1989.

refugees in

The programme will make a significant
contribution to the socio-economic re-
integration of the repatriates in their
country of origin by supplying direct
technical assistance, expanding job cre-
ation in the regions concerned and
improving living conditions and infra-
structurc in the host communities.

Emergency aid

Bangladesh

The Commission has decided to pro-
vide emergency aid amounting to ECU
500 000.

Intensified persecution of Muslims in
Arkan, the only Muslim majority state in
the mainly Buddhist Myanmar, has led to
a sudden and unforeseen influx of more
than 35000 Muslims, known as Rohin-
gyas, from Myanmar into South-Eastern
Bangladesh. The aid is intended to help
cater for this situation and for the
humanitarian nceds arising from it. 1t will
go to financing the provision of relief
supplies (food, blankets, tents, medicines,
medical material, expatriate and local
staff etc) and will be channelled through
the Federation of Red Cross/Crescent
Societies (ECU 160 000) and Médecins
sans Frontiéres, France (ECU 340 000).

PHARE

Loan for Romania

Late last year, the Community agreed
on a medium-term loan of ECU 375 mil-
lion to Romania. Commission Vice-
President Henning Christophersen and
Director-General Enrico Cioffi signed
the contract tfor the Community and
Romania was represented by Economic
and Finance Minister George Danielescu
and Central Bank President Mugur Isar-
eseu.

The loan was one of a series of G24
measures intended to provide $1 billion
support for the Romanian balance of
payments (the Community and other
members of G24 had committed about
$730 million for 1991 at that stage).

It was paid over in two instalments, the
first of them, ECU 190 million, im-
mediately, so as to repay a bridging loan
which the Community’s central banks
made in September 1991 in anticipation
of the Community loan. The second
instalment was paid in early 1992.

When signing the loan contract, Hen-
ning Christophersen welcomed the pro-
gress Romania was making with its
reform programme and said how import-
ant it was to pursue reforms geared to the
market, so as to get on with changing the
economy and ensure that growth takes
off again and the standard of living
improves. The Community, he said, was
particularly in favour of unification of the
exchange markets and the forthcoming
introduction of convertibility of the
Romanian currency.

ECU 500 million credit
guarantee for Russia

Mr Van Miert, the European Com-
missioner responsible -for credit and
investments, welcomes the ECU 500 mil-
lion credit which the Community has
guaranteed for Russia.

The guarantee, originally intended for
the Soviet Union, is to cover a loan which
a banking consortium headed by the
Deutsche Bank has granted for the
purchase of food products in accordance
with the exchange of letters between the
European Community and the Soviet
Union, represented by Mr Silaev, on
26 November 1991. The dismantling of
the Soviet Union, and particularly the
reorganisation of the banking structures,
meant that lengthy negotiation was re-
quired to ensure that the whole operation
went off smoothly.

An exchange of letters between
Mr Van Miert (on behalf of the Commis-
sion) and the Russian Government (re-

presented by Mr Bourboulis, the Prime
Minister) clarified the situation and
settled problems related to the guarantee.
The banking consortium can therefore go
ahead with the loan for the Republic of
Russia, which will enable food to be
supplied rapidly.

New boost for Community
food aid for Russia

New developments have occurred in
the Community programme three
months after the Maastricht decision to
grant food aid worth ECU 200 million to
the cities of Moscow and Saint Peters-
burg.

Mid-way report on an innovative
programme

ECU 5 million-worth of humanitarian
relief (2600 tonnes of food and 271 t of
medicines and medical supplies) was
channelled through the NGOs when the
operation began and the Community is
now completing its despatching of two
instalments — worth ECU 10 million and
ECU 85 million — covering 13000 t of
milk powder, 12500t of butter and
47200 t of beef.

More than 40% of what has arrived so
far has been put on sale in State shops.
The prices were fixed in the light of trends
in the ‘market’ and are currently lower
than those charged elsewhere, especially
in other shops. Goods have gone faster in
recent weeks, in particular because there
are now more sales points (700 in
Moscow and 450 in Saint Petersburg).
More than 2200t of meat were sold in
Moscow on 16-22 March, a considerable
increase on the 950t of the previous
week, and stocks have been reduced to
provide meat for sausages — more than
3000 t in Saint Petersburg and 4000 t in
Moscow.

Money accruing from the sale of these
foodstuffs will go straight into the
counterpart funds set up in the two cities.
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Losses have stayed within reasonable
limits, by and large, the average being less
than 1.5% — the satisfactory result of the
monitoring and control prescribed by the
Commission. With a task force of 60
experts from the Member States, specia-
lists from three Community companies
and the support of the Russian author-
ities, the Commission has indeed set up
an efficient system there. More than 100
people are involved in the operation.

Fresh stimulus

First use of the counterpart funds
The counterpart funds enable the Com-
munity to reach underprivileged sections
~of the population — some of whom,
selected with the help of the Russian
authorities, have been getting allowances
or meals in local canteens since early
March.

Thanks to the sale of the first ECU
10 million instalment, the Moscow fund
has already allocated a monthly R 150
increase to 222 000 people on retirement
pensions. Single mothers, large families,
any family with a handicapped child of
under 16 and families with no income will
also be getting R 150 per month for a
period of three months. More than
618 000 schoolchildren get the equivalent
of R 45 per month for their meals.

In Saint Petersburg, 33 000 students
(orphaned, disabled, married, pregnant)
have received an R 150 allowance and
33 000 pensioners and invalids will be
getting free meals in local canteens (equal
to R 450 per person) for a period of three
months.

All in all, the sale of the first two
instalments of Community aid (ECU
10 million + 85 million) will make it
possible to assist more than 3 million
people in Moscow and Saint Petersburg.

Goods put out to public sale contract

A public sale system, based on sealed bids
and aimed at macro-consumers and
groups of retail shops, started operating
this week. Traders who undertake to stick
to the rules (on wholesale bans, local
consumption etc) will be getting quan-
tities of about 20 t.

Next instalment — ECU 100 million —
released

Once it had received formal applications
from the two cities, the Commission

Vi NEWS ROUND-UP

produced a list of products to be sent out
in April and June. Although milk pro-
ducts are still the priority, other things
such as oil, baby food and sugar are
creeping in. Meat will not be so important
this time.

Extending the operation to other cities

Other Russian cities have expressed a
need for assistance so the Community has
decided to extend the operation to
Nizhny Novgorod, Saratov and Chela-
binsk, which will each be receiving 1000 t
of milkpowder, 500t of baby food and
100 t of sugar (worth ECU 10 million in
all).

European Community and
Lithuania initial a trade
and cooperation
agreement

On | February 1992, Community and
Lithuanian delegations initialled a trade
and economic and commercial cooper-
ation agreement — the first agreement
between the two since the EC recognised
Lithuania’s independence in August
1991. The Lithuanian delegation was led
by Vytenis Aleskaitis, Minister for Ex-
ternal Economic Relations, and the
Community delegation by John Maslen,
head of unit at the Commission of the
European Community.

The new agreement is similar to those
which the Community has negotiated
with various countries in Eastern and
Central Europe over the past couple of
years, but there are innovations. In
particular, specific quantitative restric-
tions on Lithuanian goods imported into
the Community have been removed. Like
its predecessors, the agreement includes
the most-favoured nation clause for
trade, cooperation in a wide range of
economic fields and the setting up of a
joint committee to monitor trends in
relations between the two parties. It also
provides for other agreements to be
negotiated in particular sectors in the
future.

Emergency aid

Estonia

Urgent humanitarian needs calling for
immediate action led to the Com-
mission’s recent decision to provide ECU
250 000-worth of emergency aid for
Estonia.

It will be used to buy, shift and
distribute about 500 t of sugar and will be
implemented by the Commission’s usual
partners or the Commission itself.

Armenia

ECU 500 000 are being provided to
cope with humanitarian needs arising
from Armenia’s domestic troubles. This
will be used to buy, shift and supply
medical equipment, medicines and first
aid and hygiene equipment and will be
implemented by Pharmaciens sans Fron-
tieres, France (ECU 400 000).

The Directorate-General for Develop-
ment will allocate the ECU 100 000
reserve (via the European Humanitarian
Relief Office as soon as it begins oper-
ation) as eligible requests come in from
the Commission’s usual partners.

Azerbaijan

Azerbaijan has had internal troubles,
in Upper Karabakh, and ECU 500 000
are being provided to cope with the
situation and the humanitarian needs it
has triggered. The aid will be used to buy,
shift and supply medical equipment,
medicines and relief and hygiene equip-
ment and will be implemented by Mé-
decins sans Frontieres, Belgium.

Bosnia-Herzegovina

Displaced persons in Bosnia-Herze-
govina are to get food aid from the
Commission.

The decision to send 1500 t of flour was
taken one day and implementation began
the next, the rate of delivery being 200 t
(in 10 trucks) per day. The transport is
being organised by the Commission and
distribution by the UN High Commis-
sion for Refugees, via the local Red
Cross.
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EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

New European Parliament working group on
Population and Development

A new European Parliament Working
Group on Population and Development
has been formed to raise awareness and
understanding of population issues and
the effects of rapid population growth
rates in the developing world.

The founding co-Presidents are:
Gianni Baget Bozzo (Italy, Socialist)
Yvon Briant (France, RDE)

Margaret Daly (UK, ED)

Enrico Falqui (Italy, Green)

Marijke van Hemeldonck (Belgium,
Socialist)

Christopher Jackson (UK, ED)
Maartje van Putten (Netherlands, Social-
ist)

Simone Veil (France, LDR)

Maxime Verhagen (Netherlands, EPP).

Marie Stopes International, a British
based NGO, has been asked by the
Group to provide the administrative and
research services.

The inaugural meeting of the Group
was held in Strasbourg on 10th De-
cember. The co-Presidents agreed to
ensure that references to population are
included in all relevant European Parlia-
ment Resolutions. They will also work to
increase resources devoted to population
programmes from the European Com-
munity budget and the Lomé Conven-
tion.

Christopher Jackson, the first chair-
man of the Group, commented that ‘The
co-Presidents share a concern for the
problems caused at global, national and
individual levels by high fertility rates’.

Most developing country governments
now acknowledge the need to reduce
population growth rates and have in-
stituted a population policy. It is also
clear that there is a huge unmet demand
for family planning information and
services in the world.

It is to thesc important issues and the
mcans to tackle them effectively that the
new Working Group will address itself.

A Resolution on Demography and
Development. tabled by the co-Pre-

sidents of the Group, was passed by the
ACP-EEC Joint Assembly at its meeting
in Santo Domingo on 17-21 February.

The Resolution recommends that a
Population Unit be created within DG
VIII in the Commiission to assist with the
planning and execution of population
initiatives. It calls on the Community to
increase resources for population pro-
grammes and the governments of ACP
countries to increase funding for volun-
tary family planning programmes. In
addition, it urges the Commission to
consider the demographic impact of
development programmes, particularly
in the area of primary health care and
education.

The first plenary meeting of the Work-
ing Group on Population and Develop-
ment will be held in Strasbourg on 9 June
1992. Dr Sai, President of the Inter-
national Planned Parenthood Feder-
ation, the umbrella group for family
planning associations, will address the
meeting, which will be open to all
members of the European Parliament.

Development cooperation
policy

German MPs visit

The Bundestag’s cooperation commit-
tee went to Brussels on 18 March for a
meeting on the Community’s develop-
ment cooperation policy. This was an
important event — a premiere, in fact, at
least in this field — and it shows that
German MPs are keen to go right to the
source at a time when the Community is
expanding its activities more and more.
The Commission was represented by a
team from DGVIII, led by Director-
General Dieter Frisch, and DGI, led by
Eberhard Rhein. Four German Euro-
MPs were also there.

The two main items on the agenda were
the Europeanisation of the development
policy in the light of the Maastricht
agreement and the Community’s policy

on human rights, democracy and de-
velopment.

Discussion was frank and constructive.
The German MPs were anxious to see the
transfer of powers to Brussels monitored
democratically by the European Parlia-
ment and to keep enough influence for
themselves over the content of European
policy, particularly in the event (as
outlined by Dieter Frisch) of the phasing
in of a Community framework to lay
down guidelines for the policy of both
Community and Member States. Instead
of trying to centralise the management of
our cooperation instruments, he said, the
aim in the long run was gradually to
transform the present coexistence of 12
policies plus one into a coherent whole,
with proper respect for the principle of
subsidiarity.

Spain and Portugal join DAC

Spain and Portugal have become new
members of the Development Assistance
Committee (DAC). This was accompli-
shed last December during the annual
high-level meeting of DAC. In becoming
members, Spain and Portugal have also
subscribed to the aims of the Committee
as well as to the specific recommen-
dations and guidelines it has adopted
over the years. Portugal has, meanwhile,
requested that it be removed from the
DAC’s list of Developing Countries, now
that its aid programme, which currently
stands at $150 million, represents 0.25%
of its GNP. Spain has an aid programme
of $800 million, about 0.16% of its GNP.

POLITICAL
COOPERATION

Declaration on air terrorism

The Community and its Member
States welcome the unanimous adoption
by the Security Council on 21 January of
Security Council Resolution 731.

Recalling the statement issued by the
Maastricht European Council on the
bombing of flights Pan Am 103 and UTA
772, they underline the great importance
which they attach to compliance by Libya
with Security Council Resolution 731 and
urge Libya to fulfil the requests to which
the Resolution refers without delay.

Statement on South Africa
The Community and its Member
States welcome the outcome of the
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referendum held in South Africa, which
will allow the determined pursuit of the
democratisation process initiated more
than two years ago.

They consider that the outcome of the
referendum and the responsible attitude
of all sections of the population during
the campaign and the ballot clearly
demonstrate the commitment of the
South African people to the transform-
ation process under way in their country.
They are confident that all South
Africans will be involved in future consul-
tations.

Recalling their Statement of 26 Fe-
bruary 1992, the Community and its
Member States reiterate the importance
they attach to the work of the Convention
for a Democratic South Africa, as a
unique opportunity for the peaceful
transformation of South Africa. In this
context, they commend the courageous
stance of President De Klerk and Mr Nel-
son Mandela.

The Community and its Member
States will continue to support the cre-
ation of a democratic and non-racial
South Africa and the well-being of all its
people.

Statement on Mozambique

The Community and its Member
States, who have been following from the
outset the course of the peace negoti-
ations between the Government of Moz-
ambique and RENAMO, welcome the
signing of Protocol III, concerning the
electoral law and citizens’ rights, which
took place in Rome on 12 March.

They hope that this important new
development for the process of national
reconciliation will be followed by a
significant decrease in the intensity of
fighting on the ground before the signing
of the ceasefire agreement.

Recalling their statement of 27 May
1991, the Community and its Member
States reiterate their support for the
efforts of the mediators and encourage
the negotiating parties to pursue their
efforts towards bringing about a final
comprehensive peace agreement.

Declaration on Zaire
The Community and its Member
States stress the importance they attach
to respect for human rights and to the
realisation of the democratisation pro-
cess in Zaire.

VIIl  NEWS ROUND-UP

In this connection, they vigorously
condemn the act of violence perpetrated
by the security forces in Kinshasa on
16 February 1992 and deplore the fact
that a large number of innocent victims
were injured or killed among the popu-
lation as a result of the intervention of
these forces.

The Community and its Member
States refer to their declaration of
22 January 1992 and reiterate their sup-
port for all the institutions and political
forces involved in order to enable the
National Conference to resume its work
shortly and under normal circumstances.

Statement on Haiti

The Community and its Member
States welcome the agreement reached in
Washington, on 23 February 1992, be-
tween President Jean-Bertrand Aristide
and the Parliamentary Commission for
Negotiation, which opens the way for the
restoration of constitutional order and
the return of the legitimate authorities in
Haiti.

The Community and its Member
States call on all Haitian parties involved
to implement this agreement.

The Community and its Member
States recall their will to support all
efforts conducive to a settlement of the
Haitian crisis. They reaffirm their readi-
ness to resume relations of cooperation
with Haiti as soon as the rule of law is
entirely reestablished.

Statement on ASEAN

The Community and its Member
States welcome the conclusions reached
by the ASEAN Heads of Government at
their summit meeting in Singapore on 27/
28 January. They believe the summit has
opened up promising political pers-
pectives: the internal strengthening of
ASEAN and its openiug towards the
neighbouring countries of South East
Asia give hope for the emergence of a
strong new pole of stability in Asia, in the
context of a multipolar world.

The moves to an ASEAN free trade
area through a programme of tariff
reductions wholly consistent with GATT
are particularly welcome. The Summit’s
clear endorsement of the GATT open
multilateral trading system will assist in
our mutual efforts to ensure a successful
outcome of the current Uruguay Round.

The Community and its Member
States share the wish of ASEAN mem-

bers for an intensified cooperative re-
lationship, look forward to strengthening
the dialogue process and note with
interest the proposed widening of the
scope of the post-ministerial conference
process to include security matters.

The Community and its Member
States look forward to the next EC/
ASEAN ministerial meeting, tentatively
scheduled for Autumn 1992, which they
see as an opportunity for further discus-
sion, in equal partnership, of issues of
both bilateral and global concern. They
also look forward to the signing, on that
occasion, of a new EC/ASEAN cooper-
ation agreement. The Community and its
Member States are also ready to share
their experience in regional cooperation.

ASEAN’s proposal to seek endorse-
ment of the United Nations for the Treaty
of Amity and Cooperation in South-East
Asia and its commitment to the central
role of the UN in the maintenance of
world peace and security are welcome.

Statement on Ethiopia

The EC and its Member States have
from the beginning supported the process
of democratisation in Ethiopia which was
initiated by the National Conference held
in Addis Ababa in July 1991. The recent
signing of a revised national indicative
programme with Ethiopia, providing for
over ECU 200 million of assistance under
the Lomé IV Convention, together with
Member States’ bilateral assistance pro-
grammes, show their readiness to support
this process. But they firmly believe that
the holding of elections, to be preceded by
the return to camp of the armed forces of
the groups involved, as set out in govern-
ment proclamations, is the essential next
step in taking this process forward.

They have therefore watched with
increasing anxiety over recent weeks the
difficulties apparently preventing the
electoral process from moving forward.
They urge the parties involved to con-
clude their negotiations over encamp-
ment of troops rapidly, thereby display-
ing the essential spirit of compromise. In
this way the process intended to lead to
free and fair elections can get under way
again.

The European Community and its
Member States would be deeply con-
cerned by any abandonment of the
process of democratisation.Q
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