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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THE TEXT

approx approximately

B Belgium

BA Bachelor of Aris

BSc Bachelor of Science

c circa

cert certificate

cont continued

D Federal Republic of Germany
X Denmark

ECG Electro-Cardiograph

EEC Buropean Economic Commnmnity
etc etcetera

event eventual

exam examination

F France

GB Great Britain

GR Greece

grad graduate

grs g— hour(s)

Hons degree Honours degree

IRL Republic of Ireland

I Italy

incl including

Jan January

L Luxembourg

mnths months

nat national

NL Netherlands

Nov November

Oct October

SCOTBEC Scottish Business Education Council
SCOTEC Scottish Technical Education Council
SCOTVEC Scottish Vocational Education Coumcil
wks weeks

yrs 3" years

Abbreviations referring to education terminology are explained in
the Education Supplement.



CRITERIA FOR SELECTION OF HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONS

The selection does not include doctors, dentists, nurses and midwives,

who are included in EEC-Directives. Knowing that EEC already has Directives
for general nurses and midwives and that EEC is considering Directives for
other groups of nurses eg registered mental nurse and registered sick

children's nurse

i the selection does not include groups with post~basic qualifications
which depend on one of the basic qualifications included in the
EEC-Directive

ii the selection does not include groups whick can be described as
qualified nurses, even if they are not covered by the EEC~Directive,
but it does include other associated professions which observe the

criteria.

The selection includes professions for which there is a training recognised
at national or at least at regional level (for example German "l#nder"),
leading to a recognised diploma or certificate. As a consequence,
professions that do exist at national or regional level, but for which

there is no recognised diploma or certificate, are not incorporated.

The selection includes professions where both the training and the function
are specifically directed towards health care. Therefore, professions that
are found (or even common) in health care, but of which the training and
function are not specifically directed towards health care, are not

incorporated.

The selection includes any profession that observes these criteria in at

least one country.



FOREWORD

The Ministers of Health of the Members States, meeting in Brussels
on 29 November 1984 and in Venice 3 and 4 May 1985, acknowledged
the need to reduce health care expenses and urged the Commission to
look in depth at some related issues one of them being the

planification of health care professions in the Community.

The present report was prepared by the Hospital Committee of the
European Community and it covers some of the major issues related
to paramedical personnel in Member States.

It is a useful and unique document which will be of interest to
health planners and to health economists.

Dr. E. BENNETT
Director
Health and Safety Directorate



INTRODUCTION

The Hospital Committee of the EEC is an association of the national hospital
organisations of the member states of the European Comm\mity.- In accordance
with the Treaty of Rome the Hospital Committee seeks to promote a uniformly high
standard of hospital care throughout the EEC. Its objectives include the
development and maintenance of information about the planning and operation of
hospital services within the EEC.

Following these objectives the Hospital Committee of the EEC has previously
published a Glossary of current hospital terminology in use in the countries of
the EEC and, in association with Gyldendal of Denmark, a book entitled "Hospitals
in the EEC - Organisation and Terminology".

The European Commission has shown an interest in the harmonisation throughout
the Community of professional qualifications and there are already EEC
Directives about the professional training and qualifications of doctors,

dentists, nurses and midwives.

The Hospital Committee has undertaken this study of other health care
professions in order to produce information which will be useful to the EEC
Commission for any f;zture Directives, to the members of these professions in
each country and to hospital managers. The study is supplementary to the
previous work of the EEC Commission and to the previous publications by the
Hospital Committee.

For the professions which satisfy the criteria adopted by the Hospital
Committee for this study the report aims to show the countries in which each
profession exists, pre-—entry educational requirements, training requirements,
level of professional education, arrangements for the award of diplomas and for
professional registration and the functions undertaken by qualified personnel.
The principal part of this report is the complete statement of the results of
the study. The report also includes comment on the apparent differences
revealed by the study in the training arrangements for some of these professions.
Differences can limit the free movement of staff within the EEC. Harmonisation
of the qualifications for these professions will require attention to these
differences in the current training arrangements.



The Hospital Committee recognises that hospitals in various countries employ
graduates or other professionally qualified employees who are not included in
this report. The usual reason for omitting these categories of staff fram
this report is that they do not satisfy the third of the criteria adopted by
the Committee. For example, in the United Kingdom staff with science degrees,
for example Medical Physicists, are employed in hospitals but their degrees
are the same as scientists working in other areas and they have not taken an
additional special qualification for work in hospitals or Health Services.
Another reason for excluding some categories of staff is that the Committee's
criteria exclude qualified nurses. Functions which in some countries are
undertaken by independent professions with separate training are undertaken
in other countries by staff who have first qualified as nurses. The latter

are excluded from the report.

In the course of the study the Hospital Committee has found the training
arrangements are continuously under review in each country and subject to
change from time to time. Any publication on this subject can reflect only
the position at one point in time and is liable to be inaccurate even by the
date of publication or at least soon after publication. This report is based
on the position as at 30 June 1984. If this report is to remain a useful
reference document it will require revision in future to incorporate
corrections and new information and to take account of new member states to
the EEC.

R R W STEWART

President/Chairman

of Sub Committee on

Community Coordination
1983/84



CORRIGENDUM ;

Instead of "Republic of Ireland", please read "Ireland"



NOTE

Suggestions for amendments, corrections, deletions and
insertions, and comments, which may be useful for future
editions, are invited, will be welcomed, and should be
sent {to the Editor

Dr G H France

Director

Scottish Health Service Centre

Crewe Road South

Edinburgh EB4 2LF
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COMMENTS

In view of the criteria on which this report is based information for some
professions in various countries has been excluded often because a nursing
qualification is & pre-requisite for the profession or training in question.
Such is the case of Italy where child care workers, occupational therapists,
speech therapists, and play therapists, are categorised under nursing
personnel1 .

However since Italy is not a member of the Hospital Commitiee it has been
particularly difficult to obtain information but it is hoped that more
information will be available for a second edition.

Ambulance First Aid Technician/Ambulanceman
In Belgium there is no training or diploma for this profession and although

there is training in Denmark it does not lead to the award of a diploma. In
the Netherlands this profession requires a nursing qualification and would
therefore be covered by the EEC directive covering the nursing profession.

Assistant Medical Analytical Chemist

In the Netherlands there is little difference between this profession and that
of Medical laboratory Scientific Officer although the level of professional
education and pre-entry educational requirements are slightly lower for an
Assistant Analytical Chemist than for a Medical laboratory Scientific Officer.

Audiologist
This profession requires & higher level of study and in Ireland the training

course is a one year post-graduate course which is only open to doctors,
teachers, psychologisis and speech therapists. In Britain Audiologists are
trained doctors and are therefore covered by existing EEC directives.
Although this profession exists in Iuxembourg there is no real training
provided although two years theoretical and practical in-service experience
is usual.

1 Hospitals in the EEC organisation and terminology. 1978 The Hospital
Committee of the European Economic Community and Gyldendal publishers.
Denmark.
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Audiometrician/Audiology Technician

With the exception of Ireland and the Netherlands the profession of Audiology
Technician requires a two year vocational training course. In the Netherlands
treining lasts three years whereas in Ireland it lasts only one year bdbut
comprises three months theory and nine months supervised practical training.
Hence the Irish training may be compared with the two and three years training
required by other countries where the emphasis is on practical rather than

theoretical work.

Auriliary Child Care Worker

In Britain this post may be filled by a nursery nurse since assisting nursing
staff in childrens' hospitals is one of the opportunities available to nursery
nurses. However, in Scotland training for nmursery nurses is in the process of
being changed in accordance with the 16+ Action l’lzm1 which is replacing the
SCOTBEC AND SCOTEC National Certificates and Diplomas with a new modular based
National Certificate to be awarded by SCOTVEC.

Auxiliary Nurse

Where training is provided for Auxiliary Nurses it usually lasts one year and
is essentially practical. However, in Belgium Auxiliary Nurses are required to
train for two years and more emphasis is placed on theoretical knowledge.

Clinical Psychologist
Clinical Psychologists must have wniversity level training in all cases but in
Britain, Ireland and Greece a post-graduate training is required.

Dental Hygienist
In Britain this profession requires only nine months training and there is less
emphasis on preventive tooth-care than in Denmark and the Netherlands.

Environmental Health Officer

This profession requires higher level education and in Germany Environmental
Health Officers must follow a one year post—-graduate course. A post-graduate
course is also offered in Britain.

1 16-18 Action Plan: Original Paper. Scottish Education Department. Edinburgh
1984.
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Medical Secretary

The length and type of training required to be a Medical Secretary differs
greatly from one country to another although the functions of the Medical
Secretary are much the same in every country.

Medical Social Worker/Psychiatric Social Worker

Although this profession requires university or equivalent training in all
commtries, in Britain candidates must follow a one or two year post-graduate
course.

Ocoupational Educationalist
This profession usually requires university or equivalent level training

except in the case of Denmark where the Occupational Educationalist acts as
an assistant to the Occupational Therapist.

Ocoupational Therapist

This profession usually requires a higher level vocational training with school
leaving certificates as the pre-requisite for acceptance to the training course
except in the case of France where no formal qualifications are required to be
accepted on the training course.

Optician

The length and type of training course provided for Opticians varies greatly
from one country to another and only Britain and Ireland distinguish between
Diepensing and Ophthalmic Opticians.

Physiological Measurement Technician
In Iuxembourg these four specialities are not divided and in most cases the
function is fulfilled by a nurse.

Physiotherapist

In Italy the functions of a physiotherapist vary slightly from those described
by other Member States. For example the treatment of speech handicaps is
included as part of a physiotherapists work whereas in most countries such

problems are usually treated by a special speech therapist.
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Post Mortem Room Technician
In Britain the training for this profession lasts three years unlike Germany
and Denmark where the training is much shorter.

Prosthetistzo.rthotist

In Belgium the entrance requirement for the training course for this profession
is only two years secondary education whereas in all other countries this
profession requires university level training.
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EDUCATION SUFPLEMENT

To achieve free movement, one of the main objectives of the Treaty of Rome, it
is necessary to have a proper degree of harmonigzation of conditions of practice.
This means that there must be mutual recognition of educational qualifications.
However, although mutual recognition does not mean equivalence it is necessary

to ensure that overall standards are comparable.

Member states of the EEC are party to various bilateral or multilateral
agreements governing practice in the professions. Certain conventions have also
been drawn up by the Council of Burope on equivalence of diplomas although such

conventions do not confer eligibility to practise.

Multilateral agreements

a Buropean convention on the Equivalence of Diplomas leading to Admission
to Universities (11 December 1953).

b Buropean Convention on the Equivalence of Periods of University Study
(15 December 1956).

c Buropean Convention on the Academic Recognition of University

Qualifications (14 December 1959).

s} Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in
Higher Education in the Arab and European States bordering on the
Medi terranean (Unesco, 17 December 1976). France and Italy are
signatories.

Bilateral agreementis
The agreements are listed by country and refer to the mutual recognition of

secondary school leaving certificates.
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QUALIFICATIONS ACCEPTED FROM:

NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS ACCEPTED BY
QF

B | x | | » | IRL | 1 L | M| w

B - e |ae| x G V4 RV
DK G - |l 6| ¢ G CE CE G
F v | -] x| v | cE G
D v | cE | V]| - G cE | / G
IRL || @ CE G - CE CE G
I v | CE G X G - CE G
L v | CBE || ¢ G CE - CE G
. (|| 2 | 6| x G CE - G
UK G CE | G G G ce | 7| cE -

indicates where bilateral agreements exist
indicates that agreements are pending or not fully operational

indicates the implementation of Council of Europe agreements on
admission of students so that bilateral agreements are not
considered necessary

indicates that the appropriate qualifications are generally
acceptable but they are not covered by bilateral or Council of
Burope agreements.

Commission of the European Communities
Studies: Academic recognition of diplomas in the European Community.

t state t8.
1979 Educotion seatatona Jor Bokasets: August 1977.
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BELGTUM

The present Belgian education system may be Aivided into the areas listed below.

Nursery education

Primary education

Secondary education

Secondary vocational education
Superior education

5 Higher non university education

W NN -

6‘?c University education

Notes on some of the above items.

Secon: education

The traditional system of secondary education in Belgium has been gradually
replaced since 1969 by the modern system. However there may still be a few areas
where the traditional system is followed. For a description of this system
consult "The Educational Systems in the European Commumnity: A Guide! by

Lionel Elvin. In September 1983 the school leaving age was raised from 14 to

16 and there are plans to make part-time schooling compulsory until the age

of 18.

Secondary school examinations
The lower Secondary Certificate is awarded to pupils who successfully complete
the third year of general, technical or art education.

The School leaving Certificate is awarded to pupils who complete the fourth year

of a technical or vocational course.

The Upper Secondary School Certificate, awarded after six years of secondary
education, gives access to short courses of higher education.

Pupils following complete courses of technical education receive a leaving
certificate which opens the door to employment.

Pupils must pass the Higher Education Qualifying Examination in order to go to
university or take other long further education courses.
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BELGIUM - education system
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BELGIUM - examination system
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DENMARK

The Danish education system may be divided into the areas listed below.

1 Pre-~school education
Primary and lower secondary education (the Folkeskole)
3 General upper secondary education (Gymnasia and courses leading
to the Higher Preparatory Examination (HF))
4 Vocational education and training
Further and higher education
6 Youth and adult education.

w

Notes on some of the above items.

Folkeskole

Primary and lower secondary education is comprehensive, ie pupils remain
together as a class throughout their entire school career, although classes
are sometimes divided in the 8th, 9th and 10th forms. The leaving Examination
of the Folkeskole may be taken in a maximum of 11 subjects and the Advanced
leaving Examination, which may only be taken after completing the voluntary
10th form, in a maximum of five.

Upper_secondary education

The Upper Secondary School Leaving Examination (taken upon completion of the
three-year gymnasium or a two-year course) and the Higher Preparatory
Examination (taken upon completion of a two=year course or completed subject
by subject) both give access to higher education.

Vocational education and training include:

Apprenticeship training

Basic vocational education (EFG)

Basic technical or commercial examination courses
Agricultural education and training

Courses of social and health education

H o O o P

Other types of wvocational education.

In some cases, EFG students are able to sit for the lLeaving Examinations of
the Folkeskole or the Higher Preparatory Examination.



— 122 —

Municipal youth schools

These provide courses for the 14-18 year-olds and work in close cooperation
with the Folkeskole, especially in offering practical subjects. It is
possible to sit for the leaving Examination or the Advanced leaving
Examination of the Folkeskole at the Youth Schools. Basic vocational

courses are also offered for young semi-skilled workers, and sometimes pupils
over the age of 14 may be granted permission to leave the Folkeskole after
the 7th form and follow a part-time course in a youth school if this is

considered to be in the pupils' interest.

Continuation schools

These residential schools provide courses for the 14-18 year—olds with great
emphases on practical subjects. At continuation schools, it is possible to
sit for the leaving Examination or the Advanced leaving Examination of the
Folkeslcolé.
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DENMARK - education system
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DENMARK - examination system

AGE
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FRANCE

The present French education system may be divided into the areas listed below.

Pre-school education

Primary education

General secondary education
Technical secondary education
Vocational secondary education
Further and higher education.

N WV AW N =

Notes on some of the above items.

Primary education
T™is is divided into three cycles: a one year preparatory cycle, a two year
elementary cycle and a two year intermediary cycle.

Secondary education
Secondary education is given in three types of school: colléges, lycées and lycées
d'enseignement professionnel.

One single type of school, the collége, normally caters for the first four years
of secondary education. Collége schooling falls into two 2-year cycles: the
"observation cycle" during which all pupils study the same subjects in mixed-
ability classes and the “orientation cycle" during which some specialization is
introduced. On completing the "observation cycle" pupils who want to embark on
pre-vocational studies can attend preparatory classes either in the colldges or
in the 1yc'ees d'enseignement professionel.

The lycées take pupils after the colldége and offer three year courses leading
to one of the following examinations:

- baccalauréat of secondary education (Bac)
- technical baccalauréat (BTn)
- brevet de technicien (BT).
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The Baccalauréat of Secondary Education (Bac)
According to the courses they have taken,pupils sit for one of the following
types of baccalauréat, called a "series"s

A: philosophy - arts

B: economics and social sciences

C: mathematics and physical sciences
D: mathematics and natural sciences
E: mathematics and technology.

The baccalauréat of secondary education opens the door to further education.
Technical Baccalaurat (Bh)

Pupils who opt for this examination choose courses from one of the following

three series:

F: 12 options covering a wide sector of industrial, medico-social and
musical activities.

G: three options relating to economic sectors

H: one option relating to data~processing technology.

The BTn sanctions both general education and vocational training and leads to
certain higher courses at university, university institutes of technology
(I.U.T.) and the preparatory classes for the "grandes &coles" or directly to a
technical career ..

Brevet de Technicien (BT)

The purpose of this examination is essentially vocational. Nevertheless pupils
must have obtained a standard equivalent to that required for a BTh and holders
of this certificate can pursue their technical studies at a higher level.

IyoSes d'Enseignement Professionel (LEP) (Vocational Secondary Schools)
These schoals offer two kinds of courses:

- two year courses commencing after seven years of general education leading .
to the Certificat d'Aptitude Professionnelle (CAP) in a specific skill
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- two year courses commencing afier nine years of general education leading
to the Bevet d'Etudes Professionnelles (BEP) which sanctions the training
of qualified technicians but is broader based than the CAP.

After the LEP the best pupils may move on to the technical sections of the
lycées.

Further and higher education

les Grandes Ecoles
These are higher specialised schools which are independent of the universities

and have competitive entrance examinations for which pupils study in special
preparatory classes after completing the Bac. They offer various courses
including courses in teaching, administration, economics, engineering.

IUT
This is the Institut Universitaire de Technologie (University Institute of
Technology) which offers courses in industrial, administrative and commercial

subjects.

INSA
This is the Institut National des Sciences Appliquds (National Institue for
Applied Sciences).

LT
The Iyc8e Technique (Technical Iyc6e) offers three year courses leading to the
Advanced Technicians Certificate (BTS).
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Abbreviations used in the French Education System

CPPN

BT

LT

I0T

T

INSA

DEUG

DESS

CEP

Classe Pré-Professionnelle de Niveau = Pre Vocational Class

Certificat d'Aptitude Professionnelle = Vocational Aptitude Certificate
Brevet d'Etudes Professionnelles = Occupational Studies Certificate
Brevet de Technicien = Technician's Certificate

Baccalaurfat Technologiques = Technical Baccalauréat

Baccalaurbat Générales = Baccalauréat of Secondary Education

Lycée Technique = Technical Iycée

Brevet de Technicien Supérieur = Advanced Technicians Certificate
Institut Universitaire de Technologie = University Institute of Technology
Dipldme Universitaire de Technologie = University Technology Diploma

Institut National de Sciences Appliquées = National Institute for the
Applied Sciences

Dipldme d'Etudes Universitaires Générales = Biplpma of Basic Umiversiye
Studies

DiplOme d'Etudes Approfondies = Diploma in Advanced Studies

Dipldme .d'Etudes Supérieurs Spécialisées = Advanced Specialised Studies
Diploma

Certificat d'Education Professionnelle = Vocational Education Certificate
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FRANCE - education system
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FRANCE

examination system
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THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

The present German education system may be divided into the areas listed below.

Kindergarten

Elementary education

Vocational secondary education

General secondary education

Part~time or full-time vocational education

[« WA - S VE R\

University and non-university higher education.
Notes on some of the above items.

Vocational secondary education

The Hauptschulen are secondary schools which are closely comnected with the
vocational-education system through which one can acgquire higher level certificates.
Most pupils enter employment at the age of 15 while continuing to attend the
Berufsschule until the completion of their wocational training (at least three
years).

The Realschule (Intermediate school) offers a middle-level education and prepares

pupils for predominantly practical professions. Some pupils may go on to the
grammar schools and others continue their education at full time vocational schools.

General secondary education

The Gymnasium (Grammar school) offers education for 10-19 year olds with a final

examination (Abitur) giving access to higher education talken at the end of the
final year.

The Gesamtschule is a comprehensive school offering all courses in order to
facilitate transfer between general and vocational classes. These schools may
be 8ix or nine year schools. In six year schools able pupils may transfer to
the upper level of -the Gymmasium.,
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Part-time or full-time vocational education

Pupils must complete eight years of secondary education but the final three years
may be completed on a part-time basis at a vocational school (Berufsschule). The
Berufsschule may be attended on a part—time or full-time basis. Courses lead to
a school leaving certificate and vocational training certificate which gives
access to higher schools in the vocational training system.

The Berufsfachschule (Specialised vocational school) is a full-time further
education establishment which trains students to undertake an occupation.
Admission is subject to holding the Hauptschule Certificate or Intermediate
Certificate. The duration of courses vary.

The Berufsaufbauschule is a higher—grade vocational school attended by young
people still attending a vocational school or who have completed their compulsory
vocational education.

The Fachoberschule is a specialised higher-grade school which provides courses
for 16-18 year olds. The course leads to the higher education entrance
qualification.

University and non university higher education

The following institutions enjoy university status: universities, polytechnics,
technological universities, teacher training colleges, colleges of medicine and
veterinary science, colleges of physical education, eccleseastical colleges,

colleges of theology and philosophy, colleges of art and colleges of music.

There are also colleges of further education (Fachhochschulen) which have grown
out of the former engineering schools. There are also comprehensive universities
which combine fields covered by institutions with university status and colleges
of further education.

Doctors, teachers, lawyers and pharmacists are required to sit a state
examination as well as their degree examinations.
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC of GERMANY - education system
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC of GERMANY - examination system

AGE
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GREECE

The Greek education system may be divided into the areas listed below.

Pre-school education

Elementary school

Lower secondary school - Gymnasio

General and technical upper secondary school - Iykeio
Technical and vocational school

Centres for higher technical and vocational education (KATEE)
Universities and university level institutions.

~N 0N\ W NN =

Notes on some of the above items.

Upper secondary school

There are two possible alternatives. Pupils may attend either a general lykeio
or a technical/vocational lykeio. There is no entrance examination to either
school.

In the third year of the lykeio pupils choose to follow one of four specialised
courses depending on the type of tertiary education studies they plan to pursue.

Group I Composition Group II Composition
Mathematics I Physics
Physics Chemistry
Chemistxry Anthropology - Biology
Group IIT Composition Group IV Composition
Ancient Greek Mathematics IT
History History
Latin Sociology )- Introduction

Political Economy)

The results of examinations in these subjects and a pupil's overall assesament
form the basis of the entry requirements for tertiary sector education.
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Technical and vocational schools

These schools allow pupils who do not want to go on to tertiary education to
opt for courses which will allow them to gain knowledge and skills which will
be useful to them in future employment.

Centres for higher technical and vocational education (KATEE)
These are similar to polytechnics.

Pupils usually go to here from the technical and vocational lykeio although
depending on the courses followed in the last year of school pupils may also
be accepted from the general lykeio.
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GREECE - education system
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GREECE - examination system
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THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

The present Irish education system may be divided into the areas listed below.

Primary education
Junior and senior level secondary education

University education

W N -

Non university higher education.

Notes on some of the above items.

Junior and Senior level secondary education

a Secondary schools
These are private institutions but the Department of Education gives

considerable financial assistance through grants in respect of each
eligible pupil and the payment of over 90% of the salaries of the staff
of the schools. After three years pupils may sit the Intermediate
Certificate Examination and after a further two years may sit the
leaving Certificate Examination which gives access to higher education.

b Vocational schools

In addition to providing the general secondary education programme

these schools make available specialised technical training for particular
trades or professions as well as evening courses for adults in a very
wide variety of subjects. After two years pupils may sit the Group
Certificate Examination. After three years and five years secondary
education they may also sit the Intermediate Certificate Examination and
the leaving Certificate Examination as at the secondary schools.

¢ Comprehensive s&chools

These schools combine academic and vocational subjects in a wide
curriculum and provide continuing education and vocational guidance for
all pupils in their areas. Pupils may sit the same examinations as at
the vocational schools.
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Community schools

These are a comparatively recent feature of the Irish education system._
Their aim is to provide comprehensive second-level educational facilities
in one school for all the children of an area (as in the case of
comprehensive schools) and also to make these facilities available for

adult education and community development activity.

Regional technical colleges

These colleges provide senior level secondary education courses with the
emphasis on technical subjects. In addition there are courses for
technicians, pari-time and adult secondary and higher education courses
for the education of apprentices to various trades. Courses of
university degree standard may also be offered in certain technological

disciplines.

Non University Higher Education

Higher Education Institutes

These institutions are orientated towards technology, applied science and
business and offer programmes leading to the award of certificates,
diplomas and degrees approved by the National Council for Education Awards
(NCEA).

Colleges of Technology

These form part of the vocational education system and provide further
education courses in technical and technological disciplines.
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REPUBLIC of IRELAND - education system
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REPUBLIC of IRELAND - examination system
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ITALY

The Italian education system may be divided into the areas listed below.

Nursexry education
Primary education
Intermediate education
Secondary education
Higher education.

AS, B S VY N A

Notes on some of the above items.

Secondary education
Education for 14-19 year olds is neither obligatory nor free.

There are five kinds of schools.

Grammar schools (liceo)
Teacher training institutes
Technical institutes
Vocational institutes

Art schools.

o A 0 o @

The diplomas awarded at the end of the courses offered by all these schools give
access to selected university and other higher education courses,

Pupils may attend courses at the Vocationzl Institute without having gained the
Intermediate School leaving Certificate.
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ITALY - education system
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ITALY - examination system

AGE
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IUXEMBOURG
The present Iuxembourg education system may be divided into the areas listed below.

Pre-primary education

Primary school

Complementary school

Technical secondary school
Secondary school - 'Iiigher level
Cours universitaires

~N 0NV B W N -

Non university higher education.

Notes on some of the above items.

Pre—primary education
Although children may attend a nursery school from the age of four, nursery

education is compulsory for children between the ages of five and six.

Complementary school
This is a three year school for those pupils who do not have the ability to

continue their studies at a technical secondary school or a higher level
secondary school. On completing the three year course pupils are awarded the
Certificate of Compietion of Compulsory Schooling and able pupils may transfer
to the technical secondary school.

Technical secondary school
At the age of 12 children passing the necessary entrance examination may attend

a technical secondary school. This type of school has two cycles: an inter-
mediate cycle and an upper cycle. The intermediate cycle offers technical and
professional courses. The technical courses include artisan and industrial
training, paramedical and social work courses, administrative and commercial
courses, agricultural courses, hotel and catering courses. The professional
courses are more orientated towards apprenticeships. The upper cycle consists

of an administrative division, training for higher general technicians and
specialised technicians. On completing three years at a technical secondary
school pupils are awarded the Certificate of Completion of Compulsory Schooling.
Certificates awarded by this type of school include the Certificate of

Vocational and Technical Proficiency (CATP), the Certificate of Manual Proficiency
(ccM), the Certificate of Vocational Proficiency (CAP) and at a higher level the
Secondary Technical Completim Certificate and the Diploma of Technician which give
access to higher technical education.
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Higher level secondary school
At the age of 12 pupils may sit the entrance examination to the higher level

secondary school which prepares pupils for university studies. The school is
divided into two units lasting three years and four years. The secondary
education completion certificate may be taken in one of five groups and this
certificate gives access to university:

Group A1 latin - languages

Group A2 Modern languages

Group B letin - science and modern languages — science (mathematics)
Group C latin ~ science and modern languages -~ science (natural science)
Group D Iatin - science and modern languages - science (economics).

Cours wniversitaires
T™is university centre only offers first year university courses. It has three

departments: law and economics; aris and humanities; science. The curriculum is
adapted to the syllabus requirements of neighbouring countries. Successful
students are awarded the Certificat d'Etudes 1itteraires et de Sciences
Humaines (Certificate in literary Studies and Humanities) or the Certificat
d'Etudes Scientifiques (Certificate in Scientific Studies). With this diploma
students may enter any second year university course in France, Austria, Italy
and Belgium and at certain universities in West Germany. They may also be
admitted to the first year of the three year BA course in Great Britain.

Bon university higher education

Institute of higher technology (IST)

This has departments in mechanics, electrotechnology and civil engineering.
Courses last three years and holders of the diploma awarded by the IST are
recognised as qualified technical engineers.

Teacher training institute
The teacher training institute offers a two year course leading to the Certificate

of Educational Proficiency for primary and nursery teachers.
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LUXEMBOURG - education system
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LUXEMBOURG - examination system
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THE NETHERLANDS

The present Dutch education system may be divided into the areas listed below.

Pre—-school education

Primary education

Vocational education (b.o.)

General secondary education (a.v.o.)
Pre-university education (v.w.o.)
Further and Higher education.

O\ oW N =

Notes on some of the above items.

Vocational education

This is divided into junior secondary and senior secondary vocational education
and higher vocational education. The first two years of the junior secondary
vocational course incorporate the same general subjects as the two year

elementary secondary education course (l.a.v.0.).

General secondary education

This is divided into iwo levels. The lower level (m.a.v.0.) is a four year
course whereas the upper level (h.a.v.0.) is a five year course. The h.a.v.o.
leaving certificate gives access to higher vocational education (heb.o.).

Pre-university education

To gain admission to the pre-university course pupils must demonstrate their
ability in the courses for which they are applying by sitting an entrance
examination, attending special classes, taking a psychological test or by an
overall appraisal of their work in the final year of primary school.
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The NETHERLANDS - education system
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The NETHERLANDS - examination system
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UNITED KTINGDOM:
ENGLAND, WALES AND NORTHERN IRELAND

The education system in England, Wales and Northern Ireland may be divided
into the areas listed below.

Primary school: infant and junior departments
Secondary school

Colleges of Further Education

Polytechnics

Universities.

Ut w NN -

Notes on some of the above items.

Secondary schools

The comprehensive school is the most common type of secondary school. These may
be all-through schools catering for 11-18 year olds or two-tier schools with
pupils attending one school until the age of 14 and then transferring to another
until the age of 16 or 18. Other comprehensive schools cater for 11-16 year

olds and pupils who wish to continue their education go on to a sixth form
college.

Alternatively school children may be segregated at the age of 11 into grammar
or modern schools according to their ability.

Middle schools also exist in some areas. These usually cater for children
between the ages of 8 and 12 or 10 and 14 years.

Examinations

Pupils may sit the General Certificate of Education (GCE) Ordinary (0) level
and the General Certificate of Education (GCE) Advanced(A) level in as many or
as few subjects as they wish. The highest grade (1) of the Certificate of
Secondary Education (CSE), which may also be teken in various subjects, is
accepted as equivalent to the standard of the GCE O-level.
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From 1988 onwards the GCE O-level and CSE examinations will be replaced by
a new single system of examinations to be known as the General Certificate of
Secondary Education (GCSE).

A-level certificates (usually two or three) are the standard entry requirements
for university and other higher education courses and for many forms of
professional training.

A Special (8) Paper may also be taken in a maximum of two subjects.

Colleges of Further Education
These provide various courses for young people over the age of 16. Courses

may be full-time or part—time.

The Business and Technician Educational Council (BTEC) offers courses at
technician or equivalent level for students in industry, commerce and public
administration.

The City and Guilds of London Institute (CGLI) awards qualifications in a wide
range of craft skills.

The Royal Society of Arts (RSA) awards qualifications in commercial and office

practice.

Polytechnics
Polytechnics have close links with commerce and industry and many students have
jobs and attend on a part—time basis. As well as Higher National Certificate/

Diploma courses, they also offer university level courses leading to degrees
awarded by the Council for National Academic Awards (CNAA).

Open University
This is a non-residential university which provides part-time degree and other

courses, using a combination of television and radio broadcasts, correspondence
texts and summer schools together with a network of viewing and listening
courses. No formal academic qualifications are regquired to register for these

courses.
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ENGLAND, WALES and N'rn IRELAND education system
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ENGLAND, WALES and N'rn Ireland examination system
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UNITED KINGDOM:
SCOTLAND

The Scottish education system may be divided into the areas listed below.

Primary schools
Comprehensive schools
Colleges of Further Education
Central Institutions
Universities.

|6, B S UV |\ SN

Notes on some of the above items.

Comprehensive schools
These offer secondary education for all children between the age of 12 and 17

or 18.

In Scotland pupils may sit the Scottish Certificate of Education (SCE) Ordinary (O)
Grade in the subjects of their choice, From 1986 onwards it will be possible to
sit the SCE 'O' grade at three levels according to ability: Foundation, General

or Credit. Following on from the SCE *O' grade, pupils may sit the Higher grade.
University entrance .is usually five Highers. Having completed Highers,pupils

who want to continue their studies in particular subjects may study for the
Certificate of Sixth Year Studies (CSYS).

Colleges of Further Education
These provide full-time and part-time courses for anyone over the age of 16.

The Scottish Business Education Council and the Scottish Technical Education
Council are to merge to form the Scottish Vocational Education Council (SCOTVEC)
which will award the new National Certificate which is replacing the former
General Certificate/Diploma in Business Studies and National Certificate/
Diploma awarded by SCOTEC and City and Guilds of london Imnstitute awards.

The Higher National Certifica.te/Diploma will remain and will be awarded by the
new SCOTVZC.

The Royal Society of Arts (RSA) awards qualifications in commercial and office

practices.
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Central Institutions

Central Institutions offer higher education courses equivalent to university
level courses. Like the polytechnics in England, Wales and Northern Ireland
they have close links with commerce and industry.

Proposed changes in the examination system
Plans for a limited revision of Scottish Higher grades and sixth year courses

have been approved by the Scottish Secretary, Mr George Younger. The first
new Higher examinations will be English and mathematics which will be available
in 1987.

The new modular courses offered by the 16-18 Action Plan are to be taken into
consideration as proposals have been made to merge the Scottish Examination
Board (SEB) and the Scottish Vocational Education Council (SCOTVEC) leading to
the award of a single certificate replacing the Higher grade and National
Certificate.

Awards for the post—Higher examination will be fixed no higher than the present
Certificate of Sixth Year Studies award but will represent a progression from

the Higher grade.
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SCOTLAND - education system
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SCOTLAND - examination system

Universities and Central Further Education Colleges
Institutions
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A Comparison of Training Requirements

The comparability of vocational training qualifications is essential to the
free movement of labour. The EEC's most recent attempt to taci:le this immense
task is the Proposal for a Council Decision on the Comparability of Vocational
Training Qualifications between Member States of the European Community

(Doc 1-815/83 - COM(83) 482 final) presented by the Commission to the Council.
This Proposal has not yet been voted on by the Council but a report drawn up

on behalf of the Committee on Social Affairs and Employment (Document 1-1357/83)
on this proposal met with the approval of the European Parliament in February
1984. Hence this matter will probably be considered by the Council soon.

Given the recognition that this Proposal has received, it seems appropriate

t0 examine training for the paramedical professions in accordance with the
contents. This should facilitate comparison between the training and education
requirements for different health care professions in the Member Countries.

The following table indicates approximate training levels for each profession
corresponding to those levels set out in the Commissions'! Proposal to the
Council. However, as this Proposal has not yet been approved by the Council
it must be emphasised that the levels indicated represent our evaluation of the
training requirements. We would not wish to undermine or pre-empt in any wey
the very valuable wo:'rk of the Commission in this field but it is hoped that
this table will be a useful guide to the comparability of training until
further work on this subject can be undertaken.
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Proposal for a
Council Decision
on the comparability of vocational training qualifications
between the Member States of the Buropean Community
(presented by the Commission to the Council)

Structure of Training levels

IRVEL 1 -~ Training giving access to this level: Compulsory educaiion and

introductory vocational training

This training is acquired either at a school, or through training schemes not
connected with schooling, or on the job. The amount of theoretical knowledge
and practical skills required is very limited.

This qualification, which is aimed at relatively simple work, can be acquired
in a fairly short time.

sory education and

LEVEL 2 - Trai access to this level: Com
vocational training (includi

At this level a full qualification is obtained for a clearly defined activity,
with the ability to use the relevant tools and techniques.

This activity mainly involves practical work, which can be carried out without
supervision, at least in respect of those techniques which have been learnt.

LEVEL 3 - Training giving access to this level: Compulsory education and
EITHER vocational training and additional technical training and
qualification OR school or other technical training at secondary
level

This involves more technical knowledge than the preceding level. This level
involves mainly practical work which may be carried out without supervision,
and/or which included other responsibilities such as planning and coordination.

1EVEL 4 - Training giving access to this level: Secondary education (general
or vocational) and post-secondary technical training

This is technical training at a high level acquired either in schools or
elsewhere. The qualification acquired as a result of this training includes
knowledge and abilities which belong to a higher level but does not generally
demand a mastery of scientific principles in the various fields concerned.

These skills and knowledge permit in particular the assumption in a generally
autonomous or independent manner of responsibility for conceptual planning
and/or administration and/or management.

LEVEL 5 - M_ﬂg%g access 1o this levels Seco education (general
or vocational) and full higher education or fessional . traini
This generally enables its recipient to exercise a professional activity,

whether salaried or self-employed, independently and implies mastery of the
scientific bases of the profession.
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