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I. INTROIICTION

1 .
1. The Council Directive of 20 July 1976, 76/625/EEC™ ) as amended by Council

Directive 77/159/EECQ) of 14 February 1977, concerning the statistical surveys

to be carried out by Member Statcs in order to determine’the productnggstﬁ;‘al
plantations of certain species of fruit trees, requires in Article 8 that the
Commiesion shall submit %o the Buropean Parlisment and the Council from 1 Jamuary
1977 annual reports on the subject of Articles 5 and 6. '

2. This second report relates to estimates made by Member StateJ of the areas of
fruit trees cleared and newly planted during the 1976/77 season, The information
ghould have been notified to the Commission by 31 December 1977, but once again
delays occurred through some Member States encountering difficulties in meeting

the deadline specified in the Dircctive (sece para., 13).

II. OBJECTIVE

3. The objective of Articles 5 and 6 of the Directive is to provide the Commission
ﬁith annual estimates of changes in the area of certain species of fruit irees
(dessert apples, dessert pears, peaches and oranges).These estimates give an
indication of the trend in the area under fruit trees between the quinquennial

‘surveys on fruit tree plantations.

I11. INFORMATION RECEIVED

4. The Dircctive rcquires”Member States to supplf annual estimates of the areas of
fruit trees cleared anh newly planted by species, For new plantations the estimates
nust distinguish between varieties "in so far as possible", Most Member States
have been able to sub-divide both clearings and plantings into major varietiés
or varietal groups, but one or two countries have only supplied global estimates.

IV. AREAS CLEARED (Table 1)

* 5, The total area of apple, pear, peach and oranpe trees cleared in 1976/77 was
27 606 hectares, an increase of 55 % compared with clear1ngs during the 1975/76
gedoon., Clearings of apple trees were almost double those of 1975/76, increases
ocﬁurring in all Member States with the exception of Ireland and Denmark. Clearings
of 'pear and peach trees increased by approximately one-third overall, mainly in
F?Fnce and Italy in the case of pears, and Italy in the case of peaches. Clearings
of orange trees wereonce again insignificant.

6o The inocreased rate of clearing of apple and péar trees almost certainly resulted

from the Community grubbing premiums3 which were payable on areas of Golden

1) 0.J. No L218, 11.8.1976, p. 10
2). 0.7, No L 48, 19.2. 1977S pe 31

3 Council Regulation (EEC)No 794/76 of 6 Apr11 19763 0.J. No L93 844.1976, p.3
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Delicious, Starking Delicious and Imperatore a}pple varieties and Passe Crassane
pears cleared before 1 April 1977. Final statistics on areas of these varieties
olearcd under grant are not yet available from the Directorate~General for
Agriculture, but estimates supplied by Member States are given in Table 2. The
varieties eligible for grubbing premiums accounted for at least 75 % of apples
cleared in France and Belgium and %7 % of apples oleared in Italy. Clearings of
Passe Cras.sane pears amounted to 60 % of the total in Italy. In the Un{ted Kingdom,
apple trees cleared were mainly of the Cox's Orange Pippin and Worcester Pearmain
varieties.: : ’
Information on varieties of peach trees cleared is incomplete, but there appear

to be no significant changes compared with the previous season.

V. AREAS PLANTED (Table 3)

8.

9.

VI, NET

10,

11,

m;ing the 1976/77 season nearly 14 thousand fxectares}of apple, pear, peach and
6fange trees were planted, an increase of 13 % over .the preceding season. The

Areas of new plantations of apple and pear irkes showed increases of 11 % and

33 % respectively, whilst the area of new orange plantations almost doubled
(a}though it still represents only 1.3 % of the total area under oranges recorded at
the previous survey).New plantations of peach’trees were at virtually the same level
as in 1975/76. : : ,

Despite the grubbing scheme outlined above, Cblden Delicious and Red Delicious

type apple varieties together represented ove?® 50 % of new plantations in Fra;nce
end Italy. New plantations of Imperatore apples and Passe Crassane pears in Italy
vere.. however, negligible., In Cermany, Belle de Boskoop and Gloster were the

major apple varieties:planted, and Cox's Orange Pippin accounted for 50 % of the
new plantations in the United Kingdom. The Navel and Tarocco varieties represented
30 4 and 52 % respectively of total plantings of oranges,

éyhuca IN AREA (Table 4) X

During 1976/77, the total area of commercial orchards of apples, pears, peaches

and oranges declined by 13 725 hectares, compared with 5 500 hectares during the
1975/76 gseason., As a proportion of the total hrea recorded’ at tle previous survey,the
desrease was greatest.in the case of pears (-5.4 4), whilst the area under apples
snd peaches decreased by 2.9 % and 2.5 % respectively. As in'1975/76, there was a
sldght increase in the area under oranges (0.8 %),

Begause of insufficient data, a precise analysis of the change in area by vax:iety
is-not possibla, However,nearly 75% of the decrease in the area under apples and
cver 50 % of ‘he decrease in pears can be attributed 1o the varieties eligible
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for grubbing premiums (see para. 6).

12. The arcasunder apples, pears, peaches and oranges recorded al the previous
survey in each Kember State have been adjusted by the total change in arcas
shown in Table 4 to give an estimate of the areasin 1977. Table 5 gives a
comparison between the estimated 1977 area and the actual area as recorded at
the 1977 Community orchard fruit tree survey carried out under the provisions of
Council Directive 76/625/F” o In making this comparison, attention is drewn to the
fact that the methods used to collect annual information on clearings and plantings
vary from couniry to couniry. Some Member?tgoffect the information at the time
of the annual agricultural census whereas others rely on estimates made by
horticultiural advisory officers, The estimates are not, therefore,; strictly

comparable with each other; nor with the Community orchard fruit survey results.

VI1. CONGLUSIONS

13. The information received from Member States in respect of the 1976/77 season
provided much the same lcvel of detail as for the 1975/76 season. Some Member
States are still unable to supply details off individual varieties, and consequently
‘an analysis of the changes in area of major warieties at Community level is not
possible. In add{tion, most Member States still have difficulty in providing the
information by the deadline of 31 December specified in Articles S and 6 of the
Pirective ,with the result that EUROSTAT was not in receipt of all the data until
some 9 monihs later, The problems leading to this delay will be discussed with
¥ember States at a future meeting of the "Veéetable Products Statistics" (fruit and
vegetables) Working Farty with a view to finding a solution.

14. #a stated in paragraph 3, the purpose of collecting annual estimates of areas
cleared and newly planted is to provide up-to-date information on irends in -
commercial orchard areas. Table 5 shows, however, that for certain Member States
‘%here are significant divergences between the trends indicated by the annual
estimates (col.2) and the actual change occurring between successive surveys
K;ol. 5). Because of this, and because, moreover, of incomplete information on
dndividual varieties.cleared and a complete lack of information on the age of
trees cleared (neithgx of which is required by the Directive), it is difficult
§g see how the estimg}es in their present form can be used, as had been hoped, for
production forecasting purposess It may of course be possible in future years for
ygmber States to provide improved and more detailed estimates of clearings and
plantings, but at the moment the data should be interpreted with caution.
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Table 1 ¢ Area and proportionl) of orchard fruit cleared in 1976/77 by
countiry and species

Apples Pears Peaches Oranges
Couniry -

ha 2 ha [ ha A ha <,
BR Deuischland 592 2,1 43 1,6 3 0,7 - -
Franced) . 5177 7,1 1 285 4,9 3 928 9,3 - -
Italia 3 238 4,5 4 453 8,3 4 015 4,8 487 0,5
Nederland 2 159 9,8 428 6,63) - - - -
Belgique/Belgie 425 5,1 26 0,7 1 1,3 - -
Luxembourg 11 4) 2,8 - - - - - -
United Kingdom 1102 5,3 193 3,8 - - - -
Ireland 9 1,6 - - - - - -
Danmark 42 0,6 - - -1 -1 - -
EUR-9 12 744 5,9 6 428 6,8 . 7947 | 6,3 487 045

1) Arcas oleared as a proportion of the areas recorded at the previous survey
(see Table 4 for date of previous survey)

o i

2) For Freance, estimates of clearings and plantings are based on the "Evolution des Vergers"
survey (Orchard Trends Survey) and not on the "Structure des Vergers" survey (Orchard
Structure ~Survey) carried out-in 1974. The estimates have therefore been expressed as a
percentage of the total area at 1.8.1976 obtained from the "Evolution des Vergers'survey.

3) Exoluding cooking pears (Stoqfperen) .

4)Based on statistics obtained {;rom applications for grubbing premiums

Table 2 1+ Area of apple and pear varieties n]entioned in Council Regulation (EEC)

cleared in 1976/77. . No., 794/76 (1)
ha
o .Apples Pears
] cof wnich . of which
Country Total Golden Starking Total Passe
} ‘ J Delicious [Delicious | Imperatore ota Crassane
- r etc.2)
BR Deutschland 592 ] . . - 43 -
;‘:mlx:cle - gl’lg ! 3 36(6) 0o - 1 285 .e
alia 23 5 e " 1 001 453 2 700
Nederland’ . 2159 | 7323) oo - 4 428 L -
Belgique/Belgié 425 kY31 oo - 26 -
Luxembourg - - - - - -
United Kingdom 1102 o . - 193 -
Ireland’ " 9 i 3 .o - - -
Danmark . 42 . 29 oo - - -
BR-9 * 12 744 | .o 1001 6 428 .

1) Grubbiing premiums for apple and pear iress
i

2) Baned on statistics obtained from applications for grubbing premiums
os Not available
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