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Cormunication to the Council

1. Accessisn by the Community. to the European Convention for °
the protection of enimals during internafional transport.

2. fpplication of the Conventioh in intra-Commumnity trade.

The; Convenilon was drawn up by the Council of Europe and signed in Paris on
13 December 1968. '

CUIt 1ncludes a set of nroviszons de81gned to prevent animals su:f’fermo durlng

- international transport. ‘ ' '
Such an. objectivé cgrresﬁonds‘éntirely'toqthé coﬁcerns‘of:fhe‘Cdmnunity,'which
hes, he31des, ulready undertaken cerfain actions in the fleld of protectlon

' of anlmals, whlch are completed by the present nr0posa1.

" The general problem of Speedy and simultaneous ratlflcatTOn of this Conventlon
bty the Member States, and also that of Community accession, have been discussed

by the competent bodies of the Council.

- On the advisability of accession, the Commission believes that if the Conven—
tion is to be simply an international agreecment, the mammer of its application
.coulq_give riseﬁtd'dispute which might lead to infractions of Community law,
and prejudice cormon market operations, sinca the Community could find itseif
’subjecf to two sets of regulations differing both in substance and in the re-
Lated proceaures (the Conventlon provides for the leutlement of dlrferences,
by arbltratlon procedure. cf. Article 47). And on the same assumption, since

- Member States would be bound in this field, by an "external"™ agreement, it
would be dlfflcult for the Community subsequently to introduce iegislation ‘
covering the same field, unless it wore simply to adopt the provisions .of the

Convention as they stood.

However, the subject cf this Convention is obvicusly a matter of concern for

the common ﬁarket and the Community should therefore give thought to introdu-
cing its own rules, in particular by harmonizing provisions already in force

’in certain Membép States. Such rules, which could have been adopied vnilaterally,
could also flow from cormon Community action, being in{roduced in conjunction
with the conclusion of an agreement with non-member countries covcring the

entire problen. v » ' : ‘ /



The two proposals attached were drawn up with this in view.

The‘first authorizes the Commission to negotlate the Community's accession:
to the Convention with the Cowncil of Burope, together with cortain smendments
relating to its application to intra~Community trade. These anendments arxse
from the application, within the Community, of the basic ru]es laid down

by the Convention; their object is to make the provisions of the Conwentlon

as effectlve as possible. by providing for recourse to Community procedures in;-
respedt of any disputes arising. | ‘

The second proposal is intended to give concrete form to the measures taken
‘pursuant to the first; i.e., to conclude the ConVentlon on behalf of the ‘
Comnunltv and lay down the precise terms on-which the Conventlon w111 be applied;
in intra~Community trade. ' o Lo D

Clearly, these proposals are so drafted that the second can;ohlﬁ‘adoptedAoni
sucéqésful_completion‘of the negotiations opened by the Commission pﬁrsuanﬁff“
to the first. The Commission transmits this secend propésal to the Council .

' herew1th to prov1de the 1atter with an overail view of the proaected measure

lmmediately.



Proposal for a
COUCIL DECISION (ERC)

authorising the Commission to opan negotiations with
the Council of Europe on the accession of the Cormunity
4o the European Convention for the protecticn of animals

during intgrnational transport
THE COUNCIL OF THE EURGPEAN COMMURTTIES
Having regard to the Treaty establishing the Furopean Ecbﬁomicrcommunity;
‘Having regard to the proposal frém the Commissiong

Vhereas a European Convention on the Protection of Animals during Intermational

TfanSport has been set up under the auspices of the Council of Europes

t

Whereas the majority of Member States have already signed and ratified this

- Convention;

Wherees Community legislation on the same matter has proved necessary to avoid

cbstacles to the frae trade of live animals within the coﬁmon‘market;

Whereas the accession of the Comﬁunity will provide a satisfactory bvasis for

such legislation.

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: -
. Sole Article

1. The Commission is authorised to open negotiations with the Council
of~Europevfor,tha accessicn of the Community to the Furopean Conveniion

for the Protecticn of Animals during International Transport.

2. The Commission shall conduct these negotiations in accordance with the

directives annexed to this Decision.

‘Done 2t Brussels , - | For the Council

The President






ANNE

The object of the negntiations undertaken by the Commission is to:
1) establish and insert into the said Convention the appropriate provisions
vallowing the accession of the Community;

2) proceéd 8o that the Convention is applied within the Community by intro-
ducing a Commumity procedure for the settlement of disputes in conformity

with the Community rules applied in this field.






Propcaal for a

. COUNCIL TRCISION (Em)

coneluding the Europeun Convent1cn for the Proteotlon of Animals ‘
during International TranSport and introducing the prov1sians 06 ear
necessary for its appllcation to intra-Community trade

THE COUBCIL OF THm EUROPE&N COMMUNITIES

 Having revard to the Treaty establlsnlng the European Ecoriomic Community and
in particular Article 43 thereof;

Having regard to.the proposal from the Commission;
~ Having regard to the Opinion of the European Pariiament,

'Nhereas by declszon of the Council the Commlss1on has been authorised to open
'negotiathns with the Coun011 of “urope on the accession of the Conmunity to
the European Convention for the Protectlon of Animals during. Internatlonal
TranSport

_Nhereas the Commnnlty shculd without delay ‘accede to the sald Convention,

'Whereas 1t is necessary to establlsh the- condmtlons under Whlch this Conventlon
is applled 1o transport of anlmals between Member States in accordance wzth
existing Community legislation, ' '

'HAS ADOPTED. THE FOLLOWING DECISION
e o Article Ono

The European Conventlon for the Protection of Anlmals during International
Transport 1s hereby concluded on behalf of the Commmity. The text of the -
ConVentlon is conxalned 1n the Annex to this De0181on.;

Artlc1e 2

The Pr051dent of the Council is hereby aathorlsed 1o designate the person
-empowered to sign. the Agreement mentioned in artlcle one and to confer on
then the powers rcquired to blnd the Community. '

0.'/0.. :
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Article 3

" The provisions of the Convention mentioned in article 1 are apblicable to fhe
transport of animals between Member States- wlth the exception of Chapter VII
taking into account the follow1ng artioles. o '

Article 4
1. For the application mentioned in article 3 the following definitions are .
1o be used: V o -
(a) "official veterinarian" means the veterinarian deéignated’by-the
competent central authority. of ths Member States o
(v) "counxry of despatch" neans the Member State from which animals are
sent to another Member State; L L
(¢) "country of destination" méans the Member State to which Qnimals'afg'l.

sent from another Member State;. "

() "consignment" neans a number of animals covered by the same certificateri_

"~ (e) "means of transport“ means those parts of motor vehlcles, rail )
vehicles and aircraft set aside for loading and the holds of ships ’
or containers for land, sea or air. tranSport,

(f) "transport" means a movement of animals from one Membe* State to
‘another Member State which includes. the use of a means of trunsport.

2. The certi;lcate mentioned in article 3 of the Convent*on is, for anlmals of -
the-bovine and poréine species, the certiflcate foreseen in Annex P of
Council Directive EEC/64/432 of 26 June 196/ completed by the following
words préceding the signatures "The anlmals are fit for transport in the 3
sense of the BEuropean Conventlon for the protectlon of animals duxmng

_1nternatlonal tranSport" :

In relatlon to anlmals of other Bp601es, and until the entry 1nto foroe of
JCommunity provisions in the natter, these words shall figure in the health
- certificate required by national legis atlon, or in a separate certlflcate.’

Article o '

. When, durlng the coursa of transport, it .is found that the dispositions of
the present Declslon are mot or no longer respected the competant authority

of the Member State in the terrltory of which this findlng is made, shall take

the apprOprlate action to remedy the situation, as far as' is posszble, without
preaudlce to the measures whlch nay be taken in appllcatzon of artlole 6.

Névertheless, the conslgnment may only be held up 1f such 2 measure is
indispensable for the welfare of the animals. » : /

- &



L 3e

.Artiéle 6

When a Member State considefs that the provisions goverming transport of a.
consignment of animals are not, or are no 1qnger observed in another Member -
State, it shall inform the competent authority of that’ State accordingly The
latter shall take all necessary neasures and notify the competent»central
authorit& of the other Member Statec of fhe decisions taken and the reasons for

such dec*sions.

If that other Member State fears that the necéssary neasures have net. been
taken or ere 1nadequate, 1t shall inforn the Comm1351on accordingly, Wthh

may seck the opinion of one or more Veterlnary experts.

"Vetgrinavy experts must be national o- a Mcmber State other than those 1nvblved

in the dispute.

Aftor consulting the Membef States, the Commission shall lay down the general
‘rules for applylng this article, in partlcular as. regards the appointment of’

veterinary experts and the proceaure to be followed as regards delivery of an
opinlon by them.

» . 7
égﬁlcle ]

1. Whére'thé;prCedure ;aid~down>ih this Article is o be followed, natters
shall §é~referred by the Chairman,‘either\on;his own initiative or at the
request of a Hember State, torthe‘Sﬁanding Veterinary Cormittee (hereinafter
called ™the Committee") set up by the Council Decision of 15 October 1968.

2. Within the Committee- the votes of Member States shall be weiahtéd as provided
Sor in Article 148(2) of the Troaty. The Chairmen shall not vote.

3 Tha representa+1ve of the Commission shall submit a draft of the measures
to. be adopted.. The Committee shall deliver- its opinion on the measures
within two days. Opinions shall be delivered by a qualified majority of
‘41 votes.‘

A. The Commission shall udopt neasures which shall apply immediateiy where
they are not in acccrdance with the opinion of the Cormittec. However if
‘they are not in accordance with the opinion of the.Committec or if no
oplnaqn is delivered, the Commission shall without delay submit to the
Council;thé neasures to bevadopted.“

The Council shallladopt the measures by a gqualified majority. If within
three months from the date on which the proposal was submitted to it, the
Council has not adopted any measures, the Commission shall adopt the proposed

measures and apply them 1mmedlately. - /
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Asfe.i_'.c..l.e.:!

The provislons of this Decision sball be w1thout preJudice to Conmunity
1eg1slat10n concernmng health problens, in partinular to the provisions laid o
down in Gounoil Directive ENC/64/432 of 26 June 19€4, on eninal health o
problens affecting intro-Communltv trade in bov1ne animals and swine.

Article 9

In the event that the epplication of the present Decision. should necessitafe
the specification of certain methods of execution, and notably to remedy
situations involving national regulations, which .in other respects conform
with the obgectives sought but which also include methods of such a nature &8 i
to cause dlfflcultles in trade, the approprxate measures shall be taken accordingz’

to the procedure provided for in Article Te

This Decision is addressed to the lMember States. . L

Done at Brussels * ' 1\4 - For the Cbunoilj o
| vThe_Presideﬁx‘
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