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Rowort by the Commission to $he CGouncil on. the .coordination between the -
Mamber 3tates on tho attitude to be adopted at the 8th 89531on of the
Codex Committee on fats and oils.

AThe Heuber States were 1nv1ted by the FA40/THO Secretarlal to sent obgervatlons
on the items in circular lettcr CL/3974/é7 (iay 1974) with a view to their
discussion at the forthcoming meetlng of the Codex Committee. The original
date for flnal comment was cst«bllshed for the end of 1974 at the time: when
the meeting of the Codex Committe was fixed for April 19?5. ‘The meeting has
now been postponed,

The prosent report follows, as far as possible, the order of the items in the
letter CL/1974/27. .

1e Fntgz;Acid eonp051t10n of Pats and oils based on GLC :

) Mcmber Statcs ~re invited to orov1de as muoh detail as is availnble to

them to'facllltote the work of the Codex Secretariat in this matter

It is not to be excluded that at some ooiht in the future, the Conmunity
will find it necessary to inoludé GLC compositions in the Directive on
Fats and Oils, The Gommission therefofe éuggasts that the acceptability
of the dlfferent figurcs should be discussed in more detail by the
Kembcr States in relation to the Directive before a final position is
‘ taken in the Codex Gommittee. o , ‘
] _b) The Gommiss;on is cons;dorzng the methods to which reference ig made

and will report on their acceptability, if possible, before the Codex
meeting trkes place.

e

2., Processing solvents

It is notAclear whether the Codox‘Secrétariaf'requirodAcomments on all
" solvents or 31mp1y "processing solvents" | 4
The Council has included solvents in its -work progrzmma (Counoll Resolution
of 17 Decembrs 1973, 0J C 117 of 31/12/73 page 1), and Nember States should
male it clemr in their oomments that when this ‘work is completed during
_the course of 1975/1976 a Communlty Dureotlve w1ll be the result. This
Directive will 1ist solvents to be used in the extrlctlon ‘of fate and 0113,
and‘at a ;ate; stage include other types of solvent. ‘
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3. Scope of the Recommen ded Gegeral Standard for Bdlblo Tfatg and Oila n:t
oovered I_ax ind:.v:.dual COuex sta.ndards _ “‘;C Ry 1' /1 6’ ). A ’

The Gbneral Prlnclplcs of tae uodex Lllmentarlus state that the Standards
being devcloped for the Codex are aimed not only at protectlng consumers'
health but also as a meansof ensurlng fair practxces in the food- trades i
~ The Codex ﬁlimentarius 1s to develop standards for all tho principal foods “fﬂ}
‘f'for distribution to the oonsumers, a8 well as maturlsl for ‘further pr069331ng ;
B 1nto foods "to the extent nccessary 1 1+) achieve the purpose of the Codex - | ,Q
' Alimentarius as defined™, . R
There ie a significant intornational trede in fats and oils for further
" . provessing (eg into margarine or into bakery goods) as:ngll as»fdr;dirécy
consumption (eg as table oils or frying oils), and thereiia no ﬁifficulﬁy
in providing the evidenoe of the ueefulness of a standard whloh applies to
all 0113 and fats for food use no matter what the 1ntermed1ame stcps might
bé. ‘ S
. uost sect:ons of tho "stands rd oould be applied to prcduots for further
processing and to products for direct oconsumption, but the inference to be
drasm from the extent and type of ‘additives listed in section 4 is that at
prosent drafted the standard is meant to apply to both types of product.
»Thé'Commission'is of the opinion thet there.is no.nced to inoludo the lohg
" list of emulsifiers (sectisn 4.3) in fats and oils for direct consumption.
It also seems likely that the levels.and typGS’of”antidxidanta.and dolours
~could also be’reduoed.'(There may be exoeptions to these . generd rules in
- the case of ‘specialised products such ap fats and ozls sold directly to the
consumer for use in bakery products.) . o
The most appropriate procedure may be to include within the Soope all fatse
and oils = bath for dlreot sale to the consumer and for sale to 1ndustry -y
with the exclusion of these compound products oontaining & mlxture of fats
and oils, and other xngrediantl to an extent “that they cease to be"f&ts“
land“‘lls" a8 much. '
Sectlon 4, as a oonsequenoe, would be separated into
1. add1tives uuthorized 1n fats and oils for dlrect consumptlon
2. addltives authorized 1n fa%s and oils for further prooess;ng into other

foodstuffs. | T S
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It is 6pen‘for discussion whether for the purposes of Codex the additives
in 2 (above) should be listed or whether the restriotion should be that of
adequate labelling, together with & requirement that any additive used‘shduld'
be acccptable at the limit appearing in the final product. |
The Commission proposes that, in the forthcoming meeting, liember States

" follow this approach which is’being applied in the Proposal for a Directive‘

~on Fats and 0ils currently under discussion in the Community.

4.

5e

,It will be necessary at a later stage to lntervene in some of the more

detailed aspects of the Codex Standard (eg labelling, additives).

Method of Anaggsis for {ater Content

The Commission is studying, together with exports of the Membér StatGS.ﬁthe

~method to which reference is made and will be reporting on the most suitable

vurslon. Comments made before the meeting of the Codex Commitiee should
indicate this, It is hoped that the work will be finished before the meetlng

to allow a definitive answer to be given to the Codex Secretariat.

Proposed Draft Standard for low erucic acid rapeseed oil

It has been agreed at Council that a limit should be placed on the amount
of erucic-acid in fats and oils on the basis of the Report of the Scientifio.
Committee for Food. The Commission is proposing to suggest a suitable limit

in its proposal for Directive on Fats ans QOils.

- Member States are theiefore,invited to suppiy information to the Codex

Secretariat (as requested under section 5 a) to c)) but to inform the
Secretariat ‘that the Community is itself working on the problem.

The 1imit to be made on the quantity of ermcic acid in rapeseed oils in the .
Community will have an impact on the relative importance of the "high" and
vlow" erucic acid Standards. The Member States have already agreed that the
Codex document should be elaborated without decision at this stage as to

the necessity of separate standards or a subdivided standard (doc. R/781
(74) AGRI 210). "

The Comaission proposes that. the liember States maintain the position until

"Ehe Communitys? work on fats and Oile is completed.

Item 6 and ] relate to simple requests for information.
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