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Airticle 11 

This Article lays down the procedure to be followed for adapting the Directive 

to technical progress. 

i\rticles 12 and 13 

These Articles are common to all Directives~ 

This Annex consists of a list classifying dangerous substances. For each 

substances this list shmis the limit of concentration for l-rhich the prepo.ration 

is assigned the appropriate symbol. 

A11NEX II 

This Annex contains additional provisions concerning the labelling of paints and 

varnishes which contain lead. These are designed to ensure better protection 

of children against the dangers of poisoning orling to the use of these products. 

'\ 
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III. C01\iSULTATION OF INTERiTI:3TmD PJ:..RTD~S ..,._. .. .. . . 

The pr')rosal for a Directive w::1s r..rafted in consul tat ion with a rr~orlcing 

pC~.rty of expertz on public health1 hygiene and indust-rial sufety and 

in close collaborc.tion l--dth relem:.nt org::misations from the industry 

concerned and Nith co:1sumer representatives. 

The European P~rliament end the Economic ~nd Social Committee must be 

consult0d uncler the second paragre1ph of Article 100 of the •rrcaty, since 

the implementation of this Directive involves the a.me11dment. of legisln.­

tion in the Nember States. 
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PROPOSALS FOR A COU~TC IL DIREDTIVE --
on the approximation of laws, regulations and 

administrative provisions of Uember States re­

lating -~o the clas-sification, packaging and la­

belling of paints, varnishes, adhesives and si­

milar products. 

THE COUNCIL O?P THE :EXJROPE'Ll'T FilOimMIC CQ1.1MU1HTY 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, 

and in paxticul~r Article 100 thereof, 

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission, 

Having regard to the Opinion of the Etlropean Parliament, 

Having regard to the Opinion of the Economic and Social Committee, 

Whereas dangerous su'bstances and preparations are subject Lto rules in the 

Member States, whereas there are considerable differences between these na­

tional rules particularly as r~ga.:rds labelling but also as regards classifi­

cation according to the degree of risk ; whereas these differences constitute 

a barrier t.o tra.d.e and di!'ectly affect the establishment and functioning of 

the common market ; 

\fuereas it is therefore desirable to eliminate this obstacle and, in order 

to attain this objective, to approximate the relevant legislation existing 

in the li~ember s·~ates ; 

./. 
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Hhereas rules relating to dangerous subntances have alreM.y been laid dmm in 

Council Directive (1) of 27 June 1967 as las~ amended by the Directjve of 

21 He.y 1973 {2) ; 

lilhereas rules concerning d'mgero:1s preparations have also been laid down in 

Council Directive (3) of 4 June 1973 relatinu to the classification, pacr4ging 

and labelling of solvents ; 

\'lhereas it is nmv necessary to lay down simila.::.~ rules for dangerous preparations 

containing toxic and h~rmful substances, in particular paints, varnishes, prin­

ting inks, coatings, adhesi1res and similar products ; 

Whereas any rules concerning the marketing of paints, varnishes, etc. must also 

aim at protectinc the public, and in particular persons handling these prepara­

tions ; 

1fuereas this Directive can furth€:rmore contribute to the protection of the con­

sumer and the environment by specifying that attention must be drawn to the 

hazards involved ; 

vlhereas it could happen that these dangerous preparations, although conforming 

to the provisions of this Directive, endanger public health of safety ; whereas 

it is therefore advisable to provide a procedure intended to remove this danger, 

:IAS ADOPrED THIS DIREDTIVE 

Article 1 --
1. This Directive shall concern : 

- the classification 

t- the packaging and 

-the labelling 

of prepa.rat ions intended to be used as paints, varnishes, printing inks, 

coatings, adhesives and jointing compoands, or as ~ties, sealants, wood 

(1) OJ Nr 196, 16.8.1967, P• 1. 
(2) OJ N~ L 167, 2~.6.1973, P• 1. 
(3) OJ Nr. L 189, 11.7.1973, P• 7• 

.;. 
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stains and pres erva.t:bves, primers 1 undercoats, paint strippers and de­

greasing agents, artists 1 colours and release agents ; it also relates 

to preparations used in the manufacture of the aforesaid products. 

2. This Directive sh~ll apply to the prep~rations listed in paragraph 1, which 

a.re placed on the market in the ~iember States and arc claselilfied as dan­

gerous under Article 3 of this Directive and Article 2 of the Directive 

No. 67/548/EIDD of 27 June 1967 concerning classification, packaging and 

labelling of dangerous substances, last amended by the.:JDi.rective No. 73/146/ 
EI!lJ of 21 May 197 3 • 

3. The definitions under Article 2 of the Directive on dro1gerous substances 

of 27 June 1967 are applicable to this Directive. 

Article 2 

This Directive shall not apply to 

a) the carriage of these preparations b,y rail, road, inland, waterway, 

sea. or air ; 

b) preparations exported to third countries ; 

c) preparations in transit subject to customs control, pr~vided that they 

undergo no processing or transformation. 

Ar.trUle 3 

The concentrations hereunder given as percentage by weight 

refer tG the total weight of the preparation. 

.;. 

• 
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1. Preparations shall be considered tox:i.c if they cohtain : 

a) a solvent or mixture of solvents classified as toxic by the Directive 

No. 73/173/m of 4 June 1973 concerning classifica-tion, packaging and 

labelling of solvents, the per6cmtage of each solvent being calcu::.atec~. 

in relation to the total '1-teight of the preparation, or 

b) any of the substances classified as toxic in Annex I to this Directive, 

in a concentration exceeding the toxic limit given for that substance, or 

c) one or more substances uhich are not listed in .Annex I to this Directive, 

but which are classified as toxic in Annex I of the Directive on dangerous 

substances of 27 June 1967 and are present in a total concentration ex­

ceeding 0.2%. 

2. Preparations shall be considered harmful if they contain : 

a) a solvent or mixture of solvents classified as ~arm~l by the Directive 

no. 7.3/173/'i.FJJ of 4 June 1973, the percentags of each solvent being cal­

culated in relation to the total weight of the p:repa.ratiorL a-n t~::v\i.c"':tQd. 

above ; 

b) any of the subst:mces classified as harmful in Annex I to this Directive, 

in a concentration exceeding the toxic limit given for that substance, 

c) one or more substances which are not listed in Annex I to this Directive) 

but which are ~:,lassifiod. as harmful in Annex I of the Directive on dan­

gerous substances of 27 June 1967 and are present in a total concentra­

tion exceeding 10%. 

3. Preparations shall be considered corrosive if th~y contain : 

a) any of the subst~~ces classified as corrosive in Annex I of this Directive 

in a concentration exceeding the corrosive limit given for that subst~nce, 

or 

b) ono or more substances which are not listed in Annex I to this Directive, 

but ~lhich are classified as corrosive in Annex I to the Directive on 

dangerous substances of 27 June 1967 and in a total concentration ex­

ceeding 5%• 

.. /. 
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4• Preparations shall be considered irritant if they contain ; 

a) any of the substances classified ne irritant in Annex I to this Directive •• 

in a concentration exceeding the irritant level given for tbnt substance, 

or 

b) one or more substances which do not appear in Annex I to this Directive, 

but which are classified as irritant in Annex I of the Directive on dan­

gerous substances of 27 June 1967 and in a total concentration exceeding 5%• 

5• Preparations shnll be considered oxy4izing if they contain : 

a) any of the substances classified as o~vdizing in Annex I to this Directive 

in a concentration exceeding oxydizing limit given for that substance, or 

b) one or more substances which are not list~d in Annex I to this Directive, 

but which are classified as oxydizing in Annex I to the Directive on dan­

gerous substances of 27 June 1967 and in a total concentration exceeding 25%• 

6. Preparations shall be considered highlY flammable if they are presented in 

liquid form with flashpoint, determined b,y the test met~od in Annex V of the 

Dtrective on dangerous substances of 27 June 1967, inferior to 21°C, and 

whose viscosity at 23°C is less than 200 P. 

as well as 

in aero~ol whose relative vapour pressure does not exceed 3 bars. 

Article 4 

The Member States shall take all necessnry measures to ensure that 

the preparations named in Article 1 cannot be placed on the market unless they 

comply with the provisions of this Directive and the Annex thereto. 

.;. 
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Article 5 

The M~ber States shall take all necessary measures to ensure that 

the prep_:.rations na."lled in Article 1 cannot be placed on the market unless their 

packa,ges satisfy the following requirements : 

a) the packages must be so desig.1.ed and constructed that their contents cannot 

escape ; this requirement does not apply where special safety devices are 

prescribed ; 

b) the material~ co~stituting the packages and closures must not be liable to 

attack by the contents, nor liable to form barmf'tll or iangerous compounds 

with the contents ; 

c) the ~~c~~Gs and clomtres must be sufficiently strong to ensure that they 

vlill not come apart and. '"~ill safely withstand the stresses and strains of 

normalcrhn.ndling. 

Packages meeting thesG requirements shall be regarded as satisfactory. 

Article 6 

1. The Member States shall ta~ce all necessary measures to ensure that the 

preparations named in Article 1 cannot be placed on the market unless their 

pack~ges s~tisfy tho following requiramcnts as to labelling : 

2 • All pacr.a.gea must shm·r clearly and indelibly the following : 

a) the name of ro~ toxic, harmful, corrosive or irritant 

component(s) of the preparation, if their concentration exceeds the 

lowest limit specified in Article 3. 
With respect to solvents, the provisions of Article 5 (2)(a) of the 

Directive of 4 June 1973 are applicable, except that the weight per­

centages should be related to the total weight of the preparation. 

I 
•!. 
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The name must be shown under one of the tenns listed in Annex I to the 

Directive of 27 June 1967 ; 

b) the name and add~ess of the manufacturer or any other person placimg 

the preparation on the ma.rket ; 

c) the net content given in legal units of measurement ; 

d) ssmbols and indications of dariger for the specific hazards pr3sentcd 

b,y the preparation in accordance with Article 6(2)(c) and Annex V to 

the Directive of 27 June 1967 ; 

e) a notice of special risks deriving from these dangers. In ca.qe of 

non-toxic preparations, these risks need not be indicated if the contents 

of the package do not exceed 125 ml. 

3. The not ice of speoial risks shall be supplied by the mD.nUfacturer or a.r;>r 

other !>arson putting the preparation on the market, according to the im­

portance and nature of the main risks • 

This notice should conform with indications given. in Annex III to the 

Directive of 27 June 1967. 

No more than 4 phrases need be shmm. Health risks must be given priority 

over fire or explosion risks. 

4• The package shall carry safety advice concernine the use of the prepara­

tion or be accompanied by such safety advice when it is not physically 

possible to maffix it on to the label or to the package itself. These 

warnings shall be selected by the manufacturer or cm:y other person puttL""lg 

the preparation on the market, and shall correspond to the indications 

laid down in the list contained in Annex IV to the Directive of 27 June 1967 • 

In the case of paints and varnishes containing lead in quantities exceeding 

the concentrations specified in Annex II to this Directive with the excep­

tion of artists' colours in packages of not more than 125 ml, the label 

must contain additional inscriptions as specified in that annex. lrlhere 

preparations are supplied or described as suitable for spraying, special 

safety advice for that use must be indicated. If the content of the package 

does not exceed 125 ml, safety advices need not be indicated. 

./. 

.. 
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5• vfuerc a preparation is assiened more tr4n one symbol : 

- if these include a T symbol, X and C symbols are not required ; 

- if these includ.e a C symbol, an X symbol is not required ; 

- if these include an E symbol, F and 0 symbols are not required. 

1. "1'-Ihere the particulars required by Article 6 appear on a label, that label 

must be placed on one or more surfaces of the package so that it can be 

read horizontally when the package is set down normally. 

The dimensions of the label must be as follovls : 

~ckag8 contents 

- less than or equal to 3 1 

- greater than 3 1 and not 
exceeding 50 1 

- greater than 50 1 and not 
exceeding 500 1 

- great er than 500 1 

if -oossible at 1.easli 

at least 

at least 

at least 

Dimensions 

52 x 74 mm 

· 74 Y. 105 mm 

105 x 148 mm 

148 X 210 I!l11l 

Each synbol must cover at least one tenth of the surface area of the label 

and must not be smaller than one om2. The entire surface of the label 

must adhere to the package ~~ediately containing the preparation. 

The colour and t~e layout of the label - and,tliD the case referred to in 

paragraph 2, that of the package - must be such that the symbol of danc-er 

and its orange~ellow backgr~xnd stand out clearly. 

2. Uo label is required ''~'here the particulars are clearly shown on the 

package itself as specified in paragraph 1. 

.;., 
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3• Member States may make the placing on the market of dangerous preparations 

in their territories subject to the requirement that such preparations be J 

labclled.:in their national language or languages. 

4• For the purposes of this Directive, labelling requirements shall be 

regarded as satisfied : 

a) in the case of an outer package containing one or more inner packages, 

lihere the outer package is labelled in accordance with the interna­

tional provisions relating to the carriage of dangerous goods, a~d 

where the inner pao~~e or paol~ges arc labelled in accordance with 

this Directive ; 

b) in the case of a single package, where such a paol~ge is labelled in 

~:~,ccor.lcnoe \'lith the intcrnl",tional provisions relating to the carriage 

cf dangerous goods and \'lith Article 6 (2), a), b) and c) and (4) of this 

Directive. 

1. The Member States may : 

a) permit the particulars rGquired under Articl8 6 to be indicated in some 

other appropriate manner on packages which are too small, or otherwise 

unsuitable, to allow labelling in accordance with Article 7 (1) and (2) ; 

b) by v1a:y of derogation from Article 6 and 7, permit Phe packages of pre­

parations other than toxic preparations to be labelled in some other 

Walf if they contain small quantities presentina- no dangor to persons 

handling the preparation or otherwise concerned.· 

2. Member States acting under the foregoing paragraph 1 shall immediately 

inform the Commission of their action. 

.;. 
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Article_i 

:no J.fember State mRy, on grounds of classification, pack,.ging or labelling 

within the neaning of this Directive, prohibit, restrict or impede the 

placing on the market of dangerous preparations Hhere the requirements 

of this Directive and the luxnexes thereto are satisfied. 

Article 10 

I? 

1. \fhere a lfomber State has detailed grounds for establishing that a dan­

gerous preparation, although satisfying the requirements of this Directive! 

presents a health or safety risk, it m~y, provisionally, prohibit the sale 

of that preparation or subject it to special conditions ruling in its 

territory. It shall immediatoly inform the Commission and the other Member 

States thereof and give reasons for its decisions. 

2. r.rhe Commission shall, 'trTithin six weeks, consult with the liember States 

concerned 1 it shall then deliver its opinion without delay and take 

appropriate action. 

3. If the Commission is of the opinion that technical amendments to the 

Directive are required, these aznendments shall be ad.opted, either by 

the Coornissio::'l or by the Council, in accordance with the procudure laid 

clown in : .. rticlo 8 c of the Directive of 27 June 1967 ; in this event the 

Member State which has introduced. protedive measures may maintain them 

until these amendments enter into force. 

~iclc 11 

The amendments required for adapting the Annexes to this Directive to techni­

cal progress shall be adopted ir. accordance v1ith the procedure laid dovm in 

Article 8 c) of the Directive of 27 June 1967. 

lkthoC'.s of a..">'lalysis shell be specified by the same procedure. 

.;. 
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.Article 12 - ---
1. The Uember States shall adopt cmi publish, before 1 January 1977, the 

provisions needed in order to comply with this Directive, and shall 

forihwith notify the Comraission thereof. They shall apply these pro­

visions as of 1 October 1977• 

2. On notification of this Dirccti'~e, lVl:cmber States shall inform the Com­

mission, in time to enable it to put forward. its comments, of all draft;: 

laws, regulations or adninis·~rative provisions which they intend to adopt 

in the field covered by the Directive. 

Article 13 

This Directive is addressed to the Momber States-. 
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Annex I -

CLASSIPICATiffii LIST FOR D!JrGEROUS ~JBSTJ~ES 

Introducto~J comment 

If none of tho substances contained in a preparation is present in suffi­

cient concentratj_or.:' to warrant classifj_cation of the preparation in one 

of the various dan.ser categories laid dmm, but if ex:?crience nevertheless 

nhm·ls that th8 toxicity of the preparation is increased by addition of any 

such substance, then the preparation I~ust be classified more rigorously. 

Elxplanat io_u. 

(1) ~1e concentrations stated are cxpressGd as percentages by weight cal­

culated with reference to the tota::. •·reight of the preparation. 

(2)'The concentrations stated are expressed as percentages by weight cal­

culated with reference to the totalqweight of metal present in the 

preparation. 

(3} Tbc concentrations are calculated in te~ns of the total isocyanate 

content (monomcric cmd polym.eric forms). 
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Reference Nr in 
Directive of 
"'7 r,,.,A 1q67 

(80-2) 

{80-3) 

33-1 

608 ... 3 

"!"' 13 .. 

Substance 

I Toxio substances 

l I (A) Heavy metal compounds {2) 
i 

I 
I 

I 

I 
l 
I 
l 
; 

I 

Alkyl mercury compounds 

Mercury compounds (inorganic) 

with the exception of mer~~ry (I) 

chloride (calomel) and nercury {II) 

sulphide {cinnabar) 

I~iercury compounds (organic), with 

the exception of mercury (II) oxide 

dicya.nide and mercury fUlmtn~te 

Trimethyl tin ooumpounds 

Triethy1 tin coumpounds 

Tripropyl tin compounds 

TiS"'"£-butyl tin conpounds 

Tri~-pen-tyl tin compounds 

TI'i"'"£-hexyl t :in coopounds 

Arsenic compounds 

(B) other substances 

Vtny1cyclohexene diepoxide 

Butadiene diepoxide 

Rsorcinol diglycide 

Butandiol diglycide ether 

Acryloni~ile 

3-Isocyanntomethyl-3,5,5-

trimethylcy~lohexyl isocyana.te (3) 

Concentration ~) 
which preparatioA 
takes symbol indi• 
cated (1) 

T Xn 

t 

') 0 1 
' ' ! 

: )0,5 
I 

I 
t 

i )0,5 
! 
I 
I 

I> o,'1 
j) 0,1 
! 
l) 0,1 
i> 1,0 
j 

l )1,0 
I i )1,0 
I )0,1 . 
I 
I 
I 

I 

l>o,1 
)0,1 
)O,l 

j>o,l 
1)0,2 
I 
! ,)3,0 
I ._, -! J' . 

I 
I 
! 

% 

o,o1-0,1 

0,1 -0,5 

0,1 -0,5 

0,625-0,1 
c,o25-0,l 
o,025-0,1 
0,25 -1,0 

i I o,25 -1,o 
! 0,25 -1,0 
I I o,o25-0,1 
l 
I 

I 

I 
I 0,025-0,1 

o,025-0l1 
0,025-0,1 
0,025-0,1 
o,o1 ..o,2 

' o, 7 -3,0 

I 

I 
.;. 

. 
V 
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T Xn 

-------------------------------------------------------~~----~-----
1 % ob 

604-2 

605-1 
612-12 

612-lS 

612-21 

6C7-3 

82-1 

612.23 

607.6 

l 

! 
I 
I 
i 
I 
l 

I 
I 

Hexamethylene d.iisoC:J."ana;te (3) 

2,4-Toluene diisocyanate (3) 

2,4-Tpmuene doospcyanate mixture 

with 2,6-toluene diisocyanate (3) 

2,4,4-Trimethylhextimethylene 

diisocyanate (3) 

Pentachlorophenol and its salts 

Fornalclehyde 

Dimethylaniline 

Diethylaniline 

Dimet~v1-E-toluidine 

Honoch1oroactetic acid 

Glyoxal 

Soluble fluorides 

Harmful s1t"bstances 

(A) H8avy metal commfund.s which ar~ 
soluble in o.o6 -HCL 

Cadmiun compounds 

Antimony compounds 

Barium compmundds 

Lead compouncl.s 

(B) Other substances 

P'.aenylene diamine 

Oxalic acid and its salts in 

solution 

:Dimethyl maleate 

·~:-is~ (2-Chloroethyl) phosphate 

~-(Isobutyl) phosphate 

Triphenyl phosphate 

I 

I 

) 3,0 o, 7-3,0 

)3,0 o, 7-3,0 

>3,0 l 0,7-310 
I 
' > 3,o 1 o, 7-') ;0 

> 5,0 ! o,5-5,o 

)5,0 1,0-5,0 

>5,0 1,0-5,0 

> 5,o I l,0-5,0 

)5,0 l 1 ,0·-5,0 
1 

>5,o i 
l 

:;.~0-510 

)5,0 1 l,0-5,0 
I 

>s,o I l,0-5,0 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

lO,l 
I 

'?0,25 

~1,0 
1~1,0 

1
·~10,0 

) 5,0 
p2.:;,o 
1~25,0 
~25,0 

~25,0 

~25,0 

.;. 

collsvs
Text Box



r~ 

- 15-

T Xn ) 

% % ., 
., 

~25,0 
• Triocty1 phosphate 

15-18 Tricresy1 phosphate (mixtures con- .f-25,0 
taining not more than l% esterified 
~-cresol) . 

Pentachlorop~e~~ 1aurate ')25,0 
----- ---···-"- ------

Corrosive substances 
c Xi 

T T 
Ethy1enedi3llline )10,0 1,0-10,0 

. Dimethy1aminopropy1amine p1o,o 1,0-10,0 

Diethy1aminopropylamine 1)10,0 1,0-10,0 

Diethylenetriamine 1>10,0 1,0-lO,C 

Dipropylenctriamine 1)10,0 1,0-10,0 

4,4-Diaminodicyolohexylmethane 
1)10,0 1,0-10,0 

4,4~Diaminomethy1-dicyc1ohexy1methane >Io,o 1;0-10,0 

Isophoronediamine )10,0 1,0-10,0 

Tetraethy1enepentamine 10,0 1,0-10,0 

Triethylenetetmanmne )10,0 1,0-10,0 

607.1 Fonuic acid solution > 5,0 1,0-5,0 

607.2 Acetic acid solution )5,0 1,0-5,0 

607.4 Trich~~roacetic acid solution >5,0 1,0-5,0 

9.3 Hydrofluoric acid >I,O 
17.3 Hydrochloric acid /5,0 1,0-5,0 

16.13 Sulphuric acid ),;,o l,0-5,0 

7.6 Nitric acid >5,0 l,0-5,0 

.;. 
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24.1 

24.2. 

24·3· 

24·4· 
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Phosphoric acid 

Fluoroboric acid solution 

Fluoroboric acid solution 

Potascium hydro::::ide solution 

Sodium hydroxide solution 

HYdrogen fluoride 

.~cetic ;;wllydri.de 

Chromium trioxide 

2,3 - Epoxypropanol 

Cool-t~r creosote 

Irritc..nt substances 

Acrylic acid~ 

c1-c8 Acrylatee 

c1-c8 ~'iethacryl?,tes 

All~rl gl~rciclyl ether 

Fhe1:.yl glycidyl ether 

Cresyl glycid~rl ether 

2-Jith~rlhexyl glycidyl ether 

E_-Butyl gl~rcidyl ether 

Diglycid:;laniline 

4-l...minophen;vl trig1ycidyl ether 

4-ToEyl isocyanate 

:3-I1aphthyl isocyanate 

Dichlorohydrin 

2,2-~-(4-hydroxyphenyl)propane 

2-Chlorobutadiene 

Potassium dichromate 

Ammonium dichromate 

Sodium dichromate 

4,4-Diphenylmethane diisocyanate (3) 

C Xi 
% > 5,b 

> 5,0 

> 5,0 
> 10,0 
)10,0 

> 5,0 

> 25,0 

> 5,0 

;> 5,0 

1,0- 5,0 

1,0- 5,0 

1,0- 5,0 

5,0 - 10,0 

5,0- 10,0 

0,5 - 5,0 

10,0 - 25,0 
0,5 - 5,0 
1,0- 5,0 

> 2,0 

> 25 

;;t25 

~25 
~25 
~25 
>25 
~25 
~25 
p25 
) 5,0 
)25 

~25 

?25 
~25 
" 
~ 0,5 
~ 0,5 

~ 0,5 
~ 3,0 
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m.1EX II --
Speoia!.~z:oy_isions ooncernin,g t.h.e, l~pelli;n,g_ of mints and varnishes contaJ.r.!­

i;ng_l .. ead (see Article. 6 {4)) 

Label. of packages of paints and varnishes containing lead in quantities 

exceeding oo5% expressed as weight of metal in the total weight of the 

preparation wst bear the following indications : 

"Contains lead. May not be used on surfaces liable 

to be chewed or suoked by children". 

This provision is not applicable to packae;"es exceeding 10.0 1 in volume or 

to artists' colours in packages not exceeding 125 ml. 

) 

·-~ 
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