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COMMUNICATION FROM THZ COMMISSION UC THE COUNCIT

Subject :.Request from the Swiss Government to open negotiations

Te

2.

- with the Community with the aim of concluding an agree=-
- ment for co-operation on research in the field of c¢on-
trolled thermonuclear fusion and plasma physics

When, on 17 and 18 December41973, the Council approved the
revised version of the European Atonic Energy Community's five-
year research and training programme in the field of controlled
thermonuclear fusion and plasma physics, the following declar-~
ation was made, which was recorded in the minutes of the meeting

and was announced in a press comuunigué @

- "The Council is willing to tzke an open and positive attitude
to eny requests for participation in the present prosromme from

non-member countries, in particular European countries".

The Commission has negofiated, on instrucfions of‘the’éouncil
adopted on November 12, 1974, a co~opgrétion agreement with Sweden
in the.field of controlled thermonuclear fusion and piééma physicse
The draft azreement, result of these negotiationk, has been approv-
ed by the Council (M"A" point) at its session of 10/11 November 1975,

On October 14, 1975, His Excellency Ambassador Mr. Claude CAILLAT,
Head of the Swiss Mission to the European Communities, informed
the Commission of his Government'!s decision to request that nego-
tiations be opened with the European Community with the aim of
concluding an agreement for co-operation in research on .controlled
thermonuclear fusion and plasme physics. The primary aim of the
Swiss request is to become associate with the EAEC progromme in

this branch of rescarchis

His Excellency the Swiss Ambassador delivered to the Commission
the enclosed side~némoire (Annex I) which the Commission forwarded

to the Council on 27 'October 1975 (SEC(75)3442).
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The Comrission believes that it is in the Community's interest
to enter into the. proposed nevotiation with the Swiss Government.
Although her researeh programme in this field is necessarily li~

- mited, Switzerland has a good centre for research in plasma

physics and, moreover, ooesesses technological know~how which 18

3'likely to. be very useful in the future for the continuation of

5

the Commun*ty 's joint research programme.'

The negotiations will be conducted in close collaboration with

:uthe Community's associates.
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In conclusion, the Commission herewith forwards to the Counczl,

"7 os Annex II i~ to this communication, = draft decision oontain-

ing directives for the negotiation of an agreement for co-operation

‘between the European Atouic Energy Community and Switzerlond con-

cerning ‘research  in the fie&ld of controlled thermonucleur fusion

‘and plasma nhysics.

The text of the draft decision of the Council, attachei to this
document (Annex - . ie identical with the text of the ins=

. tructions adopted by the Council for the negotlation of the co=-

,operation agreement wit1 Sweden (cf. point 2 ebove).
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| DRAFT GOUNGIL DEGISION .. - ... - .
INS“RUGTING THE COMMISSION TO i EGOTIATL b S
AN _AGREEMENT FOR_CO-OPERATION BETWEEN
THE EURQPEAN ATOMIC ENERGY COKMUNITY
AND SWITZERLAND .IN THE FIELD OF CONTROLLED -
 THERMONUCLEAR FUSION AND PLASMA PHYSICS

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, - -~ N

Having rezard to the Treaty establishing the'European Atomic Enéféy |
Community, and in perticular the second paragraph of Article 101 -
thereof; ‘ ' Y

Having regard to the nroposal from the Commiss;on, -

Whereas by its Decisions of 21 ‘ June’ 1971, 14 May ‘and 17 Decénber 19?3
) the Counéil adopted a S-year research and training.programme for{the -
. Buropean Atomic Energy Community in the field of fusion and plasma .
Physics, | o | ‘ R

Whereas the Commission transmitted to the: Councll, on. July 19?5,
"prop031tlon for a fourth 5-year programme in- this field, covering

_the period 1976-1980 and ensuring the long term continuity of the
,Community's brogramme.“'- I:;»‘ o - .A:,: ; v : .

i}

‘Whereas, when the Declsion concerning the pro*ranme was taken on
'_17 December 1973, the Councll declared its w1llingness to take an

ﬁ"open ‘end. p051t1ve attltude towards any requests from non—member

countries, in purticular European oountries, to partmclpate in the

programme ;

‘Whéreaé,'beafingfin'mind the effort which is stillArequire& to reach

. the application stage of cdntfolledffhérmbnuclear‘fuéibﬂ,"steﬁé*should
be taken to.institute all ‘such ‘co-operation with ncﬁsmembér-StatQ§,'
_selected in mrticular for the valueiof théir“fesearcﬁ’pfogfaﬁééswin
this field, as may avoid unnecessary duplication’ of effort and

accelerate progrgSs,éf‘Community programmes in this field.
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Whereas the Community might benefit in the lonz term from the ap»nli-
cation of controlled thermonuclear fusion to mect its energy require=
ments; . ‘
Having taken'note of the aidefmémoire which the Swiss @overnment sent
to the Commission on 9 October 1975 proposing the opening of nego~
tiations with the European Gommﬁniﬁies'with a view to corncluding an
zgreement for co-operation in reéearch in the field of controlled

thermonuclear fusion,
HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :

T1e The Cbmmissidn will, on the basls of the second paragrarh of
Article 101 of the Treaty c¢stoblishing the Buropean Atomic Inergy
Community, negotiate with the Swiss Government an agreement for
co~operation betwcen the Community and Switzerlond concerning
‘research into controlled ther~onuclear fusion and rlasm2 physics.
The agreement will establish the framework and sét the zeneral
conditions for thec fullest possible participntion by Switzerland
in the joint Community reseafch and training programae in the
above~-mentionel fiellds The agreeuent will ensurc that, as for as
is éppropriéte, the co-operation includes all Swiss activity in
tﬁe field of controlled thermonuclear fusion. The Comuission will
conduct negotiations in close collaboration with the Mémber States!
research bodies associatel in the pro;ramme; The‘agreement will
‘provile for the conclusion of one or more contrscts of association
between the Cohmuﬁity aﬁd Swiss research bodies, on the basis of

the zaims of the co-operation.

2. The rights and obligations, =s a whole, resultinghfrom the agree-
ment and the contracts of association concluled pursuasnt thereto,
particularly in respect of,financial matters, must not have the
effect of putiing Switzerland in a more'favourable situation than
that- of the hember,Statgs; ‘ ‘

Switzerlandfs finanecial contribution will bve estabiishéd on the
basis of its gross natidnal product, as compared with that of the
Community. o ‘
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The apreement wlll be nezotiated in such a way that Swiss's
participation in the joint rrograwme does not in any way hincer
the normal functioning of the Coamunity decision making machinery

as regards the joint programme on fusion and plasma physics.

The agreement will contain the provisions necessary to allow
Switzerland to =zssert her legitimnte interests at a sufficiently
early stage. Provision will be made for adequate Swiss partici-
pation at all levels of the advisory technical committees involved

in the joint programme.

Mcreover, the contracting parties will, at the request of either
side, meet from time to time at the appropriate level to discuss
the general operation of the agreement and study any measures
likely to improve the co-operation procedure within the framework

of the agreement.

The ngreement will contain clzuses relating to the system of
potents and information in accordance with the princivle set out
in the first paragraph of foint 2 of these instructions and with

the Community's policy in this regard.

#ith this in mind and in accordance with procedures to be drawn
up subsequently, all the parties and 211 the research bodies con-
cerned must make available to each other all such information and
patents in their possession as may be required for the achievement

of the objectives of the agreement.

The agreement will be concluded for the duraticn of the Commun=—
ity programme which is to be determined by the Council and, unless
notice is served six montks before this period expires, will be

tacitly extendel in keeping with any subsequent programme deci-

. sions which the Council may take on the matter.

The contracting parties will z2lso be able to terminate the agree-
ment by glving six months'! notice, particularly in the event of
the research programmes of either of the two parties no longer

being pursuel in the field covered by the agreement.
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. The Swiss Mission to the Kuropean Conmunities presents its\eompliﬁen@s
. to the Commission of the European Comnunities and is pleased to notify

it of the following information 3

When on 17 Decewber 1973 theidecision was token cencerning the EAEC.
five-year research and training programue, the Council of the European«
Communities stated that it was prepared to give full and careful cone-
sideration to any requests from non-member countries to partip;pate

in this programme. The Swiss cuthorities were very interested to learn
of this attitude on the pzrt of the Council. -

In order to clarify the possibilities for collcboration between
Switzerland and the EAEC in this field, meetinpgs have taken place
between experts at the Plasma PLysics Research Centre in Lousanne and
at the Commission headquarters. Since the results of these discussions
proved to be very encouraging, the Federal Council has authorized a.
delezation to negotiate a framework Treaty with the EAEC concerning
participation by Switzerland in the research programme on controlled
thernonuclear fusion and plasma physics.

The aim of these negotiations would be to work out a draft agreemeht
governing the general conditions for participation by Switzerland in
the above-mentioned EAEC programne. This draft agreement should enable
the Swiss Government and the Commiseion of the Zuropcan Communities

to take a final decisioﬁ in full knéwledge of all the scientific,
financial, legal and political implications which might arise from
Swiss~EAEC collcboration in this field.

Commission of the European Communities

Brussels
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The Swiss Mission therefore proposes to the Commission that negotia-

tions be started with a view to drawing up such a draft agreement.

_‘The Swiss Mission to the Eurovean Comnunities woulo 1ike to take this
' opnortunlty to express once wgain to the Coun1551on of the Europoan
Communities the assurance of its highest consideration.

' _Bruséols; 9 Qotober‘1975.
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