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EDUCATION: LINGUA to spread the qift of tongues

The EC's education ministers adopt an ECU 200mn. programme.

The Eurcpean Community’s education ministers adepted the LINGUA pro-
gramne on May 22. The aim of the 5-year programme, which has a budget
of ECU 200mn.*, 1is to improve the teaching of the Community's 11
national languages as a foreign lanquaye, and not one's mother tongue.
the 11 languages are Danish, Dutch, English, French, German, Greek,
Irish (Gaelic), Ttalian, Luxemburger, Portuguese and Spanish. The
regional languages, such as Welsh, Basque and Catalan, are not covered
hy the programme,

The LINGUA programme envisages four different sets of measures:
T, HMeasures aiwed at promoting the continuing training of foreign

language ‘teechers: Scholarships of up to ECU 1,500 will be
gvailable for teachers who want to improve their knowledge of the

language and culture of the EC country which interests them by
spendinag time In that country. The Twelve clearly hope by tnis
means to encouraye the teaching of a larger number of [foreign
languages, espoctally those wnich are not widely spoken. Institutes

which offer concinuocus ftraining in  foreign languages will be
entitled to a maximum of ECU 25,000 a vear, provided they have
concluded cooperation programwes with 1institutes in other Member

States.
7, The secend seb ¢of neasures seeks Lo promote language teaching at
tniversities and develop thne initial training of foreign language

teachers. Like the ERASMUS programme, and in c¢lose collaboration
with 1t, thesce neasures 1uciuwde suppeort for inter-university
cooperation programmes as well as scholarships to enable exchanges
betweer sctudents, teachers and lecturers. Their aim is to
stimulate the wobility cf students specializing in the study of
foreign languages in para.lel with another branch of studies.

ird sot of weasures is aimed at promoting the knowledge of

ign isnguzges osed in business and the professions. The idea
o make foreign langusge learning an essential component of the
airning of workers cnd instructors, especially those in small and
medium-sized enterprices (SMEs?.
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4 . The fourth set seeks to use scholarships to promote exchanges
between young people, between the ages of 16 and 25, who are
following professicrial or technical courses. Fach of the 12 Member
States will be free Lo decide whether to grant such scholarships
only to those who nave Tinished their compulsory school attendance

r tc youngsters over 16 in general.

Tre Turopean Tommissicrn’s initial project was more ambitious and provi-
hed fer exchanges het eern schools. it opted for something less far-
rezching, given the opposition from Britain and, 1o a lesser degree,
C ermeny, which feared the Community's interference in the field of cow-

4

ZOrY SChOOl‘T' This is a wmatter in which Member States alone have
Vohpetence.

AGRICULTURE: Fraud without frontiers

The Court of Auditors denounces the organization of wmarkets in fruits
and veyetables.

Animal welfare societies will be delighted to iearn that the best fruit
anc vegetahkles producead in the European Communicy are [ed to animals,
whenr: they are rzt destroyed; consumers must make do with poorer quality
products. This i1s o1te of the paradexes of the organization of markets
in fresh and processed fruit and vegetablies which the EC's Court of
Auditors haS SeVer

c
ly criticized, after study:ing the situation in the

four countries with e largesi produaction: Fraince, Greece, Italy and

tho Netherlands.

The destruction of fruit arnd vegetables, euphemistically described as

“w thdrawnl™, cost  the Community wmore tharo ECU 1 ballion* between 1982
ard 1987, The privsry respousikility for v“his state of affairs iies
Witk rthe complicated system in force, which lends itself to abuse and

yer is uwable to requlate the markets. Italy, the azin beneficiary of

1 ECU = UKL 0.65 or IRL 0.78
(Contd.)
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this system, also leads the way when it comes to fraud and irregular
practices. OF the 118 cases uncovered by the Court of Auditors during
the period in question, 106 related to Italy, for a total of ECU 85mn.

while Greece, France and the Netherlands are not too far behind, rela-
tively speaking, the Court is particularly concerned to get to the
scurce of the problem, which is the organization of markets. it is
especially critical of the fact that there are no suitable measures co
stitulate the search for fresh cutlets, with the result that the quanti-
ties destroyed are increasing year by year. As for the structural
measures to reorientate production, they have proved ineffective, in the
Ceurt's vieuw.

The Court is equally sceptical of the cortrols carried out by the res-
r

porsible autnorzﬁ-e;, which it considers ccmpletely inadequate,
a3pec1ally ac regards the physical controls on  procesgssing; hence the
constan®t risk of {raudulent practices. Finally, producers' organiza-

tions are riot ever properly constituted all tco often, and have toc much
freedom tc set wiihdrawal operations in motion.

s not indifferent to these criticisms; it re-

Tre European Covmission i
~ognizes that they are well-founded, Ffor it has been advocating for
come years now the prectical and structural measures needed to redress

o gitustion and reorganize the markets. It intends to continue with

R
its eff rts, especially &g regards the fight against {raud and irregqular
cractices. But the Commission dees nct want to lose sight of the

shjective of the systenr of withdrawal prices and financial compensation
which is to prevert prices from c¢ollapsing zecause of glut on the
narket. Positive results have already been achieved. There has been a
considersgble {all zs regards tomatous and processed fruit; as for the
other products, the Commission will take the conclusions of the Court of
Auditors into =2ccount. and strengthen the regulations at the point it

has indicated.
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TELEVISION: Will more than 50% of films be European in the 1990's?
The European arliament reprogrammes the EC's television without
frontiers.

Uill 2 msjority of the Tilws and television serials shown o¢n television
screens be of European origin within a few years? The European Commu-
nity's "legisiation” on television, which was amended by the European
Parliament on May 24, wmust he formally adopted by the EC Council of
Minigters i mid-June. It encourages television companlies to broadcast
a majority of European productions, without obliginyg them to do so, houw-
ever. The companies do not have to proyramne a fixed quota of European
productions, although <his is what both the Euro-MPs and the film pro-
ducers, who came to Stirasbourg on ¥ay 24 to lobby cthe European Parlia-
mert and the Eurcpean Commission, would have liked.

Unzz is likely ©o we the share of Eurcpean programmes, therefore, in the
relevision without frontiers of tomerrow? The Community's "legislation”
which was discussed cn May 24, wust do away with zill the restricticns
which prevenv s procramme conceived in one EC couniry from being shown
in another, though broadcasters would have to respect certain minimum

rules coverlng advertising and the protection of children.

There were fears that the Euro-MPz wmight relect outrlght this European
"1aw"™ or directive, popular’y known as "television without f[routiers™,

in order to secure a system of quotas that wculd have obliged televisicn
stations to progragme at  1east 60% of films bearing a "Made in Lurope”
lgpe’. In which cace the deadleck over the directive would have been
total, 2s 1ts adopiion by the Tuelve would have then required unanimity.
Bu: the Twelve had already shown, when adopting the directive initially
on April 3, thet they held differing views.

T wnenselves, therefcre, to amending the directive so
as <0 promote Turcpean productions wore ef{fectively. However, the
narges voted by the European Parliament cannot be submitted to the EC
Courcil of Miristers uniess they are acceptable to the European Commis-
sionr, The 1lstter takes the view thet a system of quotas is not the best
way of stimulating the procduction of European {ilms and television
zerials.

The Euro-pPs lirirnoed

O
oy e

The Commission that programmes could be in sheort supply if too
1 on o

auch reliance s ¢ ne capacily of European film producers to
‘PC“ease their -u-put quickly and t¢ a level well above the present one.
ro accept a systen of binding quotas in the framework
without frontiers™ directive.

ijence its ”OA%

cf the "telev

(Contd.)
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The national authorities are the ones that will have to take &1l
necessary steps to ensure that their television companies programme
Turopean productions during more than half the air time devoted to films
ang serials. The Ucmmission, for its part, assured Euro-MPs that it
will watch closely the implementation of this aspect of the directive,
and submit to Parliament a detailed annual report on the situation in
the different Meanber States.

The Eurcpear film industry must get ready to increase its ocutput. To
this end it no doubt will need help at the national as well as Community
level, The audicovisual meeting, set “c¢r Paris this September, will have
a very full agenda in this connection.

ENVIRONMENT: The Commissjion puts a brake on the burning of waste at sea
Towards a8 political and industrial strateqy for the management of
orcanco-halocgenated wasce products.*

ting from the use of halogen compounds, which are
chemical industry (they enter into the manu-

So far *he waste
used extensively

res
i
Fazerure of some B0
l®)

ulk
n the

% of all chemiczl products), was generally destroved
through incineraticn at sea, either because ¢f an absence of land-based
installations or for economic reasons. However, incineration at sea
must end by 1994, under the terms of a decision taken by the environ-
ment ministers of the cointries bordering the North Sea in 1987.

Bur this poses serious problems in the absence of alternative measures.
The European Commissicn therefore organized a colloquium in Brussels on
May 24 on the disposa. of organc-halogenated wastes with the collabora-
tion of the European Council of Chemical Industry Federations (CEFIC),
~re Europesn Federation of UWsste Management (FEAD) and the European
Federation of Special UYaste Indusiries (CEADS).

The participants concluded that there is a need to draw up a Community
strategy for the management of this type of waste.

*  Liquid organo-halccenated wastes are produced by chemical firms
making chlorinated products, such as plastics, solvents, pesticides,
e 14 - ~
silicere, etc.
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INFLATION: Look out for a chain reaction!
The European Commission sounds a cry of alarm.

Inflation s waking a cecme-back in the 12-nation European Community,
just when it seemed that 1t had disappeared for good. On the rise since
last summer, inflation now looks Ilike making itself at home in the
Compunity. Zveryone kKnows that rising prices mean a fall in purchasing
power. Tne Furcpean Commission believes, however, that the effects of
inflation could he more dramatic this time round: it could put a brake
on economic  expansion and frustrate the efforts to bring down unemploy-

ment.

The Furopean Commissioner for eccrnomic affeirs, Henning Christophersen,

hzs asked the Twelve te act quickly and vigorously, to show they do not
accept price rises as inevitable. He has asked thewm to keep an eye on
«z3ges gnd government spending, in 2 communiqué published at the end of

Inflation had already reached 5% in the 12 wmonths to March 1989, as
3gainst 3.2% tne previous March., Cormission estimates put it at 5.4% in
April. All ths Menber States have experienced price rises, although at
different rates, Uhile prices reose only marginal:y in the Netherlands,
they more tkan douhlaed in the U.K. cover a 12-month period.

T s pick-up i inf{lerion is due to  internal &s well as externa:i
Factors, zccerding te the Cformmissi The latter include the rige in
raw material prices it general and oil prices 1in particular, together
with the gqrowing shrength of the US-dollar. The fact that wany raw
materials and o1l mest be paid for in dollars has a knock-on effect on
prices generally.

:‘J

woCh of 1988. Similerly, raw material prices were 12.6% higher last
,ecember than in Decen te 1987, The fact is both the U.8. and Japan
Fave Seesn hit hy nigher prices, 1f not quite ss hara as the EC.

il has been at roughly $14.50 per barrel, as compared to under $14 for

:!O

(8l

nternal factors are aiso responsible for the current bout of in-
-ion. Be givm, Germany, Greece and Italy have all raised sowne
iirect taxes. which has had the effect of raising certain prices. In
1 EC countr.es wage rises, counpined with a loweriny of producti-
fuelleA inflation. Tho Europezn Commlission fears a chain
7.8 situation. UWerkers demand wage increases
. results in 4igher production costs
g tec hicher prices. Hence Mr. Chriscophersen’'s call to the
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CINEMA: Yes to state aid, provided it is Furopean

The Zuropean <Cormission objects to discriminatory practices in France
and Denmark.

After having "dena*tiorzlized” state aid to the film industry in Italy
znd  Greece, the E.ropean Comnvission has secured an undertaking from
“rance and Denmack et they will eliminate from their schewes all those
elevents which discriminate against nationals of other European Commu-
nity countries. As a result, the Comnission was able to approve these
schemwes st the end of May.

to which the Commission cbliected amounted to ECU 50mn.* in
ECU *4,.6mn. in Denmark in 1986 in both csses. The Danish
s Tor advances on receipts or gquarantees for production
~erch schere consists of aids  to procucers based on film
s, 85 well as tex reductions on investment in audiovisual pro-

However, in bo:th cases this state a:d is  linked to certain discrimi-
natory praciices. Drodiucers must, for example, resgerve a certaln number
of jobs on film crews for naticnals of the countries in question.
Practices such as ch:s one led the European Commission tc open investi-
gative procedures

LR

The Coprission has no oriection to the principle of state aid, espe-
ciglly at a fire wren the European cinema laces severe financial and
compercial problems and is  confrorted wich strong international compe-
ritien, meinly ot L oentirely from the United States. The Commission
has pointed cus that 1t has always taken into account, in its examina-
tions of gstate aid, the culcural  iwmportance of  the cinewma and of the
economic problens oF the seczor in Eu;ope.
s ; is equa.ly concerned to prevent ciace aid from keep-
.ional merkets isolated from each other in  the pun-up to 1992,
} on's enquiry ras  led boln Paris and Copenhagen to modify
tive scheres 1 consequence.

The Trencn authoritios agve gueranteed, by means of an administrative
circuiar af March 1987 rhat EC nationals will be assimiiated to those of
French origins  feor tbe surpssec of eligibkility for sid. In the case of
Donrark, a new law, whioh took effecrt on 5 April 1989, provides Ffor aid
o Films which are either cade in Danish, and on which nationals of the
octher EC countries can «or«, or which make an artistic or technicail
cortribution te Danish c.nema, ar: or culture.

[

¢

*
1 ECU = UKL 0.65 or IRL 0.78
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AGRICULTURE;: The EC Court of Auditors is opposed to "qreen™ rates

~ very complex mechanism, it should disappear in 1992.

The complex system of sgpecial exchange rates, used to convert Furopean
Ceoomunity =gricultura: prices, set in ECU, into national currencies-
the so-called ‘'green" rates - must disappear by the end of 1992. Every-
one seems agreed on  this in principle: the European Commission, which
must propecse the necessary neasures, and the EC Council of Ministers,

ich must adopt thew But in & repcrt published at the end of May, the
Cam*Lr~"y s Court of Auditors has stressed that this agri-monetary
system is tetally incompatible with the goal o¢f a single European

Since 1969 the prices gueranteed to Furopean Tarnmers are calculated coi
the basis ¢f specizl exchange rates. Prices are actually fixed in ECUs
oy the Commurity's agricultural wministers, who nevertheless want to
prevent vartations 1ir the exchange rates between European currencies
from havirg 2rn unfavourable eflect on farw incomes. In order to ensure
that these green rztes do noh  urduly upset trade anonyg the Member
States, and betwcen the EC and the rest of thne world, monetary compen-
2atory amounts are applied a. the frontiers to bridge the gap between
e green ratec and the exchange rates set by the marke:.

7 ” system handly fits in with the single market. The EC Council of

sters has already takern steps t© reduce the iwmpact of this agri-
ary horror. A number of countries and products have escaped its
s, eqcec ally since ministers {ixed the guaranteed prices for the
90 scricuitural year.

3ut tHe“~ is I osome ways to go, and the Court of Auditors feels that
~he disappeararce of the agri-vonetary system depends on  three condi-

zicns being xet. To bears wizh, 1Y the Twelve made greater progress
fowards eccnomic  an¢ ~wonelany  integration, the exchange rates between
thei retiong’l currercies wouid  tend to stabiiize, thus reducing the

JUE5LT0N Tt would chen be possihble to deal with the

reed Tor speci
causes of the probler. zs de ired py the European Commission.

the Tuelve ther ~nopted comvon Furopean prices which reconciled farm
rrnemes with the roquirements ¢f the economy, there wouid be no furiher
for coempensatory vechenisms, in the Coure’s view. Finally, if the
sale of farm producis depended more on market conditicns than Community
subsidies, the entire problen would assume more modest proportions.





