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By letter of 12 ¥ebruary 1992 the President of the European Parliament notified the Committee on the Rules of 
Procedure of the Enlarged Bureau decision of 28 January 1992, instructing the Committee on the Rules of 
Procedure to consider the implications of the Treaty on European Union for Parliament's Rules of Procedure 
and asking it to submit proposals on this matter by the October part-session, taking account not only of the 
implications of the Treaty of Maastricht but also including any changes which could usefully be made following 
the recent modification of the Rules of Procedure (Malangre report), and the JI'OPOSals which the President had 
refc!Ted to various parliamentary bodies. 

At its meeting of 19 March 1992 the Committee on the Rules c:l Procedure appointed a working party composed 
of three rapporteurs, Sir Christopher Prout, Mr Willy Rothley and Mr Luciano Vecchi and chaired by Mr Florus 
Wijsenbeek, committee chainnan, with a view to proposing amendments to the Rules of Procedure as part of 
this process. · 

At its first meeting on 8 April1992 in Strasbourg. the Working Pirty allocated to the three rapporteurs 
responsibility for the following aspects of its work: 

- Sir Christopher PROUT: implications of the Treaty of Maastricht for legisla·.: 'le procedures; 
- Mr Willy ROTIILEY: changes in the Rules c:l Procedure not arising directly from the Treaty of Maastricht 

but designed to make Parliament's work more efficient; 
- Mr Luciano VECCHI: amendments to the Rules of Procedure arising from the Treaty of Maastricht, relating 

to matters other than legislative procedures. 

The President of the European Parliament announced that he had asked the following committees for their 
opinions: 

at the sitting of 12 June 1992, the Committee on Institutional Affairs; 
at the sitting of 6 July 1992, the Committee on Legal Affairs and Citizens' Rights; 
at the sitting of 9 July 1992, the Committee on Budgetary Control; 
·at the sitting of 18 September 1992, the Committee on Civil Liberties and Internal Affairs; 
at the sitting of 14 October 1992, the Committee on Foreign Affairs and Security; 
at the sitting of 19 April1993, the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs and Industrial Policy. 

The following matters were also referred to the Working Party: 

Rule 36: amendment pursuant to Rule 132 
Rule 36(3): interpretation pursuant to Rule 131 
Rule 36(5): interpretation pursuant to Rule 131 
Rules 40(2) and 103(1): interpretation referred to the committee on 11 June 1991 pursuant to Rule 131 
Rule 56(4): A3-0395/91: report by Mr GALLE referred to committee on 15 January 1992 pursuant to Rule 
103 
Compatibility of Rules 69(1) and 120(6): interpretation pursuant to Rule 131 
Rule 75(1): BJ-1662/92: referred on 22 January 1993 pursuant to Rule 131 
Rule 91: interpretation pursuant to Rule 131 
Rule 98(1): interpretation pursuant to Rule 131 
Rule 114: interpretation pursuant to Rule 131 
Rule 119(3): A3-0394/92: report by Mr HARRISON referred to committee on 15 January 1992 pursuant 
to Rule 103 
Rule 131(4): B3-0449/92: referred on 10 Apil 192 pursuant to Rule 132 
European Parliament resolution of 17 December 1992 on the conciliation procedure: interpretation 
pursuant to Rule 131. If 

At its meetings of 21-22 May 1992, 24-25 June 1992, 22 September 1992, 1 October 1992, 5-6 November 
1992, 26 November 1992, 17-18 February 1993, 16 March 1993, 31 March 1993, 27-28 April 1993, 5-6 May 
1993, 26 May 1993, 1 June 1993 and 10 June 1993, the Committee on the Rules of Procedure considered the 
draft reports. 
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At its meeting d 21-22 September 1992, the .committee~ to submit the p-oposed amendments to the 
Rules of Procedure in the form of a single report tabled jointly by the tine rapporteur'S. 

At its meeting of 14-15 July 1993 the committee adopted the JXQP0S81 for a decisioo unanimously. 

The following were present for the vo&e: Wijsenbeek, chairman; Prout, lU>thley amd Vecchi, .rapporteurs; 
Aglieua, Blaney, Bru Puron, Defrai&ne, Gaibisso, Gil-Robles, Hen11111, HOCJl, Lalor, Llqer, Matanp, 
McCubbin, Mclntosh, Onur, Pauenon, Peter, Rogalla, RQtbe, Stamoulis, St~ Toprnann .00 Vittinpoff. 

The explanatory statemeot will be peseated orally in pleuy sit&in$. 

The opinions of the Committee on Foreip Affairs llld Security, the Conunittee on F.oooomic and Monetary 
Affairs and Industrial Policy, the Comminee on Legal Affairs and Citizens' Ripts, the Committee qo Civil 
Liberties and Internal Affairs, the Conuniuee c;m Budgetary Cootrol and the Committee oo lnstituti~ Affairs 
will be published separately. 

The report was tabled Oil 20 July 1993. 

The deadline for tabling amendments wiU appw on the (~raft ageoda for the part-session • which the rwort is 
to be considered. 
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0. Amendment ol Rules ol Proeedure ol the European Parliament subsequent to the Treaty on European 
Union 

Al-0240/93 

Rules ol Procedure fl the European Parllament 

Existing text New text 

(Amendment No. 1) 
Rule 2 

~ 
• The independent Community mandate 

,, 

1. Members d the European Parliament shall ~ 
elected in general. direct ll1d secret elections in the 
Member States of the Europem Community. 

2. , Members d the European Parliament shall 
vote on an individual and personal byis. They shall not 
be bound by any instructions and shall not receive a 
binding mandate. 

3. Members shall enjov privileges and immunities 
in 8CQO!dance with the Protocol on the Privileges and 
Immunities of the European Communities. annexed to the 
Treaty of 8 Apil 1965 establishing a single Council and 
a single Commission of the European Communities. 

4. Passes to allow Members to circulate freely in 
the Member States shall-be issued to them by the 
President of Parliament as soon as their election has been 
notified to him. 

Members d the Euzopean Parliament shall exercise their 
mandate freely. They shall not be bound by any 
instructioos and shall not receive a binding mandate. 

2. Deleted 

3. Deleted 

4. Deleted 

(Amendment No. 2) 
Rule 2A (new) 
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Rule 2A 

PrlvDeges and Immunities 

.L. Members shall enjoy privileges and immunities in 
accordance with the Protocol on the Privileges and 
Immunities of the European Communities, annexed to 
the Treaty of 8 April1965 establishing a single Council 
and a single Commissioo of the European Communities. 

k Passes to allow Members to circulate freely in the , 
Member States shall be issued to them by the President 
of Parliament as soon as their election has been notified 

!2..b!!!b 
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3. Membe£s shall be entitled to inspect any files held by 
P!rliament or ! cqnmittee, other than personal files and 
accopnts which on1v !be Member:s Concerned shall be 
allowed to inspect. 

(Amendment No. 3) 
Rule 4 

Financial situation of Members 

The Bureau shall .f!12m rules governing the payment of 
expenses and allowances to Members. 

Payment ot expense~ and allowanees 

The Bureau sballlay down rules governing the payment 
of expenses and allow.-ces to Members. 

(Amendment No. 4) 
Rule 5(4) 

Waiver ol inununlty 

4. The report d the cmunittee shall be placed at 
the head of the agenda d the first sitting following the 
day on which it was tabled. No amendment may be 
tabled to the proposal(s) fOf' a decision. 

Discussion shall be confined to the reasons for or against 
each d the proposals to waive or uphold immunity. 

At the end of the clebate there shall be an immediate 

~ 

4. The report d the committee shall be placed at the 
bead of the agenda d the rust sitting following the ~y 
on which it was tabled. No ~~t may be taqied 
to the proposal(s) for a decision. 

Discus$ion shall be confined to the reasons for or 
against each d the proposals to waive or 1,1phold 
immtmity. 

The proposal fgr a decision contained in the report §hall 
be J!Ut to the vote at the first voJing time following the 
debate. 

(Interpretation unchanged) 

(Amendment No. 5) 
Rule 17 

Vaeandes 

1. Should it be necessary for the President, a 
Vice-President or a Quaestor to be replaced, his 
successor shall be elected in accordance with the above 
provisions. 

A newly elected Vice-President shall take the place of his 
predecessor in the order of precedence. 

2. Should the seat become vacant during an 
adjournment of the session. the political group to which 
the Member whose seat has become vacant belonged 
shall nominate a candiclate for temporary membersbip of 
the Bureau pending the election referred to in parasrapb 
.L 

The nomination shall be placed before the Fnl!f&ed 
Bureau fgr ratification. 

A temporary member of the Bureau shall enjoy the same 
ri&hts as a Vice-President. 

Should the President's seat become vacant, the first 
Vice-President shall act as President. 
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1. Should it be necessary for the President, a Vice-
President Of' a Quaestor to be replaced, his successor 
shall be elected in accordance with the above rules. 

A newly elected Vice-President shall take the place of 
his Jndecessor in the order of preoeden~. 

2. Should the President's seat become vacant, the 
first Vice-President shall .et as President until a new 
Presidept is elected. 
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(Amendment No. 6) 
Chapter IV, title 

BUREAU OF PARLIAMENT PARLIAMENT'S GOVERNING BODIES 

(Amendment No. 7) 
Rule 22 

Functions of the Bureau 

1. The Bureau shall cmy out the duties assigned to it 
under the Rules of Procedure. 

2. The Bureau shall take ranancial and organizational 
decisions on matters concerning Members, Pwliament 
and its bodies. 

3. The Bureau, after consulting the appropriate 
committee. shall decide the number of officials and other 
servants and lay down regulations relating to Jbm!: 
administrative and financial situation. 
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1. The Bureau shall carry out the duties assigned to it 
under the Rules of Procedure. 

2. The Bureau shall take financial, organizational !W! 
administrative decisions on matters concerning Members 
and the internal organization of Parliament, its 
Seaetariat and its bodies. 

2a. The Bureau shall take decisions on matters relating 
to 1he conduct of s'trings. 

2b. The Bureau shall adopt the provisions referred to in 
Rule 27(2) concerning Non-attached Members. 

3. The Bureau shall establish the establishment plan of 
the Seaetariat and lay down regulations relating to the 
administrative and financial situation of officials and 
other servants. 
(Adapt RM/e 133(3) accordingly). 

3a. The Bureau shall draw up Parliament's preliminary 
draft estimates. 
(Adapt RM/e 134(1) and (2) accordingly). 

3b. The Bureau shall adopt the guidelines for the 
Ouaestors pursuant to Rule 24A. 

3c. The Bureau shall be the authority responsible for 
authorizing meetings of committees away from the usual 
places of work, hearings and study and fact-finding 
missions carried out by rapporteurs. 

3d. The Bureau shall appoint the Sea'etarv-General 
pursuant to Rule 133. 
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4. The President and/or the Bureau may entrust one or 
more members of the Bureau wilh general or specific 
tasks lying within the competence of the President 111d/or 
the Bureau. At the same time the ways and means of 
carrying them out shall be laid down. 

5. When a new Parliament is elected, the outgoing 
Bureau shall remain in office until the first sitting of the 
new Parliament. 

4. The President 111d/or the Bureau may entrust one or 
more members d the Bureau with general or specific 
tasks lying within the competence of the President 
and/or the Bureal. At the same time the ways 111d 
means of cmying them out shall be laid down. 

5. When a new Parliament is elected, the outgoing 
Bureau shall remain in office until the first sitting of the 
new P.-liament. 

In qddilion: Dekte Point A3 of Annex 11 of the Rules of 
Procelblre and modib Rule 96(1) in such a way as to 
confer this 1ap01181billly on the Bul'fJall. 

(Amendment No. 8) 
Rule 23 

Composition of the Enlarged Bureau 

1. The Enlarged B!!e!U shall consist of the Bureau and 
the cbainnen of the political groups. 

The chainnan of a political group may llf'l'llll88 to be 
rep-esented by a member of his group. 

2. The non-attached Members shall delegate two of their 
number to attend meetings of the Enlarged Bureau. 
without having the right to vote. 

3. Sl!ould voting in the Enlarged Bureau result in a tie, 
the President shall have a casting vote. 

Composition of the Conference of Chairmen 

1. The Conference of Chairmen shall consist of the 
Presiclent of Parliamem and the chainnen of the political 
groups. The chairman of a political group may aJTange 
to be represented by a member of his group. 

2. The noo-attached Members shall delegate two of 
their number to attend the meetings of the Conference of 
Chairmen, without having the right to vote. 

3. The Cooference of Chairmen shall en5leavour to 
reach a consensus on matters referred to it. 

Where a consensus cannot be reached, the matter shall 
be put to a vote subiect to a weighting based on the 
number d Members in each wJitical group. 

(Amendment No. 9) 
Rule 24 

Functions of the Enlarpd Bureau 

1. The Enlarged Bureau shall cany out the duties 
assigned to it under the Rules of Procedure. . 

2. The Enlarged Bureau shall take decisions on 
questions relating to Parliament's internal organization 
and on matte!] affecting relations with non-Conummity 
institutions and 0!1811izalions. 

3. The Enlarged Bweau shall deliberate on relations . 
with the other institutions and bodies of the 
CommUnities. 

4. The Enlarged Bureau shall adopt Parliamept's 
preliminarv draft estimates in accorclp:e with 
Byte 134(2). 
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Functions of the Conference of Chairmen 

1. The Conference of Chainnen shall carry out the duties 
assigned to it under the Rules of Procedure. 

2. The Conference of Chairmen shall take decisions oo 
the organization of Parliament's wods and matters 
relating to legislative planning. 

3. The Conference of Q!airmen shall be the authority 
responsible for matters reJating to relatioos with the 
other institutions and bodies of the Community and with 
the national parli!l!!lt!!ts of Member States. 

4. 1be Cooference of Chainnen sh!ll be the authority 
respogsible for matters relating to relations with DOll· 

member countries !!ld with noo- Community institutiq!s 
and cganizations. 
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Rule 20 

5. The Conference of Chainnen shall draw up the draft 
agenda of Parliament's part-sessions. 
(Adapt RJlles 73 and 74 accordingly). 

6. The Conference of Chainnen shall be the authority 
responsible for the composition and competence of 
committees and committees of inquiry and of joint 
parliamentary committees. standing delegations and ad 
hoc delegations. 
(Adapt RJlles 110 and 112(2) on conflicts over 
competence accordingly). 

Z. The Conference of Chainnen shall decide how seats 
in 1he Otarnber are to be allocated pursuant to Rule 28. 

~ The Conference of Chainnen shall be the authority 
responsible for authorizing the drawing up of own
initiative reports. 

.2:. The Conference of Chainnen shall submit proposals 
to the Bureau concerning administrative and budgetary 
matters relating to the political groups, 

(Amendment No. 10) 
Rule 24A (new) 

Dudes fl the Quaestors 

Rule 24A 

The Quaestors shall be responsible for administrative and 
financial matters directly concerning Members, pursuant 
to guidelines laid down by the Bureau. 

The Quaestors shall be responsible for administrative 
and financial matters directly concerning Members, 
pursuant to guidelines laid down by the Bureau. 
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(Amendment No. 11) 
Rule 24B (new) 

Conference of Committee Chairmen 

1. The Conference of Committee Chainnen shall consist 
of the chainnen of all standing or temJ)(!'arv committees 
and shall elect its chainnan. 

2. The Conference of Committee Chainnen may make 
recommendatioos to the Conference of Chainnen about 
the work of committees and the drafting of the agenda 
of part-sessions. 

3. The Bureau and the Conference of Chainnen may 
instruct the Conference of Committee Chainnen to cany 
out specific tasks. 

(Amendment No. 12) 
Rule 24C (new) 

- 9 -

Conference of Delegation Chairmen 

1. The Conference of Delegation Chainnen shall consist 
of the chainnen of all standing interparliamentary 
delegations and shall elect its chainnan. 
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2. The Conference of Delegation Chaimten may Mftke 
recommendatioos to !he Conference of Olainnen about 
the work of delegations. 

3. The Bureau anc1 the Conference of Chainnen mav 
instruct the Cgpfereoce of Delegation Chairmen to carrv 
out specific tasks. 

(Amendment No. 13) 
Rule 25 

Aeeountabllity of the Bureau and Enlarged Buryu 

1. A list of !he decisions taken at the meetings of 
the Bureau and the Enlarged Bureau shall be translated 
into the official l~mguages, printed and distn'buted to all 
Members d Parliament, unless the Bureau or the 
Enlarged Bureau exceptionally, for reasoos d 
confidentiality, decides otherwise. 

2. Any Member may ask questions related to the 
work of the Bureau, the Enlarged Bureau and the 
Quaestors. Such questioos shall be submitted to the 
President in writing and published in the Bulletin of 
Parliament within thirty days of tabling, together with the 
answers given. 

Aeeountablllty of the Bureau, the Collference fl 
Chainnen and the OU!fStors 

1. The minutes of !he Bureau and the Conference of 
Chairmen sball be translated into the official langu~es. 
printed and distributed to all Members of Parliament, 
unless the Bureau. or the Conference of Chainnep 
exceptimally, for reasons of confidentiality, decides 
otherwise. 

2. Any Member may ask questions related to the 
work of the Bureau, the Conference of Chainnen and the 
Quaestors. Such questions shall be submined to the 
President in writing and published in tbe Bulletin of 
Parliament within thirty days of tabling, together with 
the answers given. 

(Amendment No. 14) 
Rule 26 

Formation of poUtieal groups 

1. Members may form themselves into groups 
according to their political affinities. 

2. A political group shall be coosidered to have 
been set up after the President has been handed a 
statement to that effect containing the name of the group. 
the signatures of its members and the composition of its 
Bureau. 

3. This statement shall be published in the Official 
Journal of the European Communities. 

4. A Member may not belong to more than one group. 

5. A minimum number of twenty-three Members 
shall be required to form a political group if all the 
Members come from a single Member State. The 
corresponding number shall be eighteen if the Members 
coroe from two Member States and twelve if they come 
from three or more Member States. 
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1. Members may form themselves into groups 
according to !heir political affinities. 

2. The minimum· number of Members required to 
form a political group shall be 26 if they come from one 
Member State, 21 if they come from two Member 
States, 16 if they come from three Member States and 
13 if they come from four or more Member States. 

3. A Member' may not belong to more than one 
B!2!!P:. 

4. The President shall be notified in a statement when 
a political group is set up. This statement shall specify 
the name of the group. its members and its Bureay. 

5. The statement shall be published in the Official 
Journal of the European Communities. 
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(Amendment No. 15) 
Rule Z7 

Non-attaehed Memben 

1. Non-attached Membeg shaD be those who do 
· not belong to a political group. 

2. The Non-attached Member's shall sJelegate two 
of their number to attend meetings of the Enlarged 
Bureau. without having the right to vote. 

3. The Non-auached Member! shall be proyided 
with administrative facilities and a seaetariat. the 
composition and size of which shall be determined bv the 
Enlarged Bureau on a proposal from the 
Seqetary.Qeneral. having regard to the number of 
Non-anachecl Member's. 

~ The speaking time of Non-attached Member! 
shall be calculated in accordance with Rule 83(2). The 
time thus obtained shall be doubled so as to take account 
of the great diversity of political views among the 
Non-attached Members and enable, as far as possible, 
each such view to be expressed. 

Each Non-attached Member shall be accorded the same 
speaking time. If he does not wish to use his speaking 
time he may assisn it to another Non-attached Member. 

The rules governing the utilization of speaking time shall 
be cletennined by the Enlarged Bureau. 

~ The allocation of seats on the various 
committees to Non-attached Members shall be made in 
aoconlance with the provisions of Rule 110. · 

1. Members who do not belong to a political group 
shall be provided with a seaetariat. The detailed 
amngements shall be laid down bv the Bureau on a 
proposal from the Secretarv-General. 

2. The Bureau shall also detennine the status and 
parliamentarY rights of such Members. 

3. Deleted 

~ Deleted 

5. Deleted 

(Ameodment No. 16) 
Rule 29 

Vote fl Confidence In the New Commission 

1. The Enlarged Bureau shall give a prior opinion 
resarding the appointment of the President of ihe 
Commission after hearing to this effect the President-in
Office of the European Council. 

• 
2. Parliament shall pass a vote of confidence in the new 
Commission. This vote of confidence shall reauire a 
majority of the votes cast. 
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Consultation of Parliament on the nomination fl the 
President of the Commission 

1. When the governments of the Member States have 
agreed on a proposal for the nomination of the President 
of the Commission. the President shall reauest the 
proposed candidate to make a statement to Parliament. 
The statement shall be followed by a debate . 

The Council may be invited to take part in the debate. 

2. Parliament shall approve or reject the proposed 
nomination by a majority of the votes cast. 

The vote shall be taken bv roll call. 

The vote shall not be valid unless half the component 
Members take part. 
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3. After receivins 8 voJe of cclnfidence from Pf!hpem. 
!he Members of !he Commission shall giye ·a soW 
undertakinl befOI! !he Court S!f Justice P :reguil!d under 
ArttcJe 10 of !be Deity esJabUshing a Sigslt CoupcU and 
I Sin&le ComnriPion of lhe Et!ppean Comliqgirip, 

The J>resident of Parliament shall be J!!1e1!t · ot be 
represented when lhis solema underlalcin& is &fYen. 

3. The President shall forw!!d the result of the vote to 
the ~ of tbe European Coupcil.l!ld to the 
mveuma11 Cif the Member States • Parliament's 
opinion. 

4. If the result of the vote in Parliament on the prou.osal 
for !be I!C!!!it!tion of the President ol !he Conunission is 
nepdye. !be PJesideet shall' requesa die &swemments of 
1he Meapber Sgdes to wilhdnny 1beir ppposal and 
peseot a new poposal to Parliament. 

(Amendment No. 17) 
Rule 29A (new) 

EPAOES\PV\A3-0240\EN 
- 12-

Rule 29A 

Vote fl Approval ~the Commissiop 

1. When !be, Goyemments of the Member States haye 
!lJI!ed 0!! the O!her persons whom they irrtencj to appoint 
u Memben of the Conunission. the fr!sident shaD. 
after consultation of the desisnate4 Pmrident of the 
Commipioo. request tbe avpose4 CJ!!did!tm to appear 
before the !!pl!!optiate committee aceqding to their 
prospective field of ~lity. 

2. 1be commit1ee may invite the propoaed candidate to 
make a Mement ll!d answer qgestioga. The oornmiuee 
shall report ip conclusions 10 the President 

3. The President-4esig shall preseot !he programme 
of the desilpll!ed Commission at a sitting of Parliament 
wbicb !he whole Council shall be invited to '"end· The 
llatemegt shall be followed by a debate. 

4. In on1er to wind up !he debate, any political group 
may table a motion for a resolution which shan contai~ 
8 statement u to whether Parliament approves or reiects 
the designated Commission-

5. Parliament shall vote its approval of the Commissjoo 
by 8 majqity of the votes cut. 

The vote shall be taken by roil eaU. 

The vote shall not be valid unless balf the component 
Member! take Ht. 

6. If Parliament approves the desisn!fd Commissioo. 
the President shall nptify the goyeromeots of the 
Member States that die appointment d the Oommission 
mav now take place. 

' 
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(Amendment No. 18) 
Rule 29b 

Annual General Report of the Commission 

1. The Annual General Report of the 
Commission on the activities of the Communities shall be 
distributed immediately after publication. 

~ The vll'ious parts of the report shall be 
referred to the appropriate committees. 

~ Committees consulted ooder paragraph 2 shall not be 
obliged to submit a report. 

, . Any committee may. where it feels it necessary for 
Parliament to make known its views on certain essential 
problems raised bv the general report. bring these 
oroblems UO in Parliament by resorting to one of the 
existing procedures. 

1. The Annual General Report of the Commission on 
the activities of the European Community shall be 
referred to the committees. which may submit specific 
and fundamental questions to the plenary under the 
existing ppcedures. 

~ Deleted 

~ Deleted 

(Amendment No. 19) 
Rule 290 (new) 
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Rule 29D 

European Central Bank (European Monetary 
Institute) 

.1. The proposed candidate for President of the 
European Central Bank shall be invited to make a 
statement before the committee respmsible and answer 
questions put by members. 

2. The committee responsible shall make a 
recommendation to Parliament as to whether the 
proposed catdidate should be approved or not. 

3. The vote shall take place within two months of the 
receipt of the proposal unless Parliament, at the request 
of the committee responsible, a political group or 
twenty-three Members, decides otherwise. 

i:. If the opinioo adopted by Parliament is negative. 
the President shaD request the Council to withdraw its 
proposal and submit a new proposal to Parliament. 

5. The same procedure shaD apply for proposed 
candidates for Vice-President and Executive Board 
Members of the European Central Bank and for 
President of the European Monetary Institute. 

6. The President of the European Central Bank shall 
present the Amual Report of the Bank to Parliament. 

L Parliament may decide to hold a debate following 
this presentation. 
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~ The Plesident of 1he E!Jopean Cen1!'lll iU • 
other Exeguive Board Membet:s m!Y be inVited to 
attegd a meeting cl the commiqee resp:onsibJe to !!!!S a 
statemenf anc1 answer gyestioas. 1lte presidept of the 
B11!k Sballatte!ld susb meetigg twice a YW· He may 
be ipvited to @!ad ftdditicm' meeJ!us if cirpumstpces 
iustifv it in the ooinion cl tbe C9!!!!l1it!! remonsib! 
confirmed by the Conferepce of Cbairmeft. 

~ The ses procedure !hall Pdx· 19 the Presisteo• 
of the EurOPean Mcgetarv lgs!i1ute fqr Jbe period of its 

existence· 

(Amendment No. 20) 
Rule 30 

Motion of censure on the Comndalilan 

1. A motion of censure on the Commission may 
be~ to the President of Parliament by one tenth of 
the 9!!J!!!! Members of Parliament. 

2. The motion shall be presented in writing. 
labelled 'motion of censure' and supported by reasons. !!. 
sball be l!rinted and distributed in the official lagguases 
as soon as it is reoeiyed. and J!ouaht to the notice of the 
Cgnmissioo. 

3. The President shall announce to Mnbers that 
a motion of censure has been tabled immediately he 
receives it, and wbere the mo!im of oenm is recejyed 
dwin& an acljoumment of !he sessioo. he shall.repeat that 
anpouncement a! !he bginning of !he first part-session 
foUowigs receipt of the motion. The debate on the 
motion shaD not be opeaed until at least twenty-four 
hours after its reCeipt is IIUlOUDCed. The vote shall not 
be taken oo the motion uatil a1 least forty-ei&f:d hours 
after the beginning of tbe debate. Voting shall be by 
open vote by way of roll call. 

4. The motioo of ceOsure shall be adopted 5!!!I if 
it secures a two-tbirds ~jority of tbe votes cast, 
representing a majority of the 9!!.!S!!1 Members of 
Parliament. 1be result cl the vote shall be notified to the 
Presideot of the Commission and 1he President of the 
CounciL 
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1. A motion of censure on the Cocnmissioo may~ 
submitted to the President by one tenth of the 
compooent Members of Parliament. . 

2. The motion sbal1 be labelled 'motion of censure' 
aod supported by reuons. It shall be f9!'W8£ded to ihe 
Commissioo. 

3. The President shalllmDOUDOe to Members that ·a 
motion of censure has been tabled immediately he 
receives it. 

1!:, The debate m the motioo shall not take place until 
at least 24 hours after its receipt is announced !2 
Members. 

~ The Vote m the motion shall be by roll call and 
shall not be taken until at least 48 boyp tfter the 
beginning of 1he debate. 

,& The debate and the Vote sball take place. at the 
latest· during 1he part-smioo following su!Pission of 
the motioo. 

4. 1be motion of censure shall be ~ if it 
secures a two-fbirds majority of the votes cast, 
repesenting a majority of 1he SJ!l!PO!l!Dt Members of 
Partiameot. The result a 1he vote shall be notified to 
the President of the Council end the President of the 
Commission. 
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(Amendment No. 21) 
Rule 32 

INTERNATIONAL TREATIES AND 
AGREEMENTS 

Rule 32 
Aceesslon Treaties 

1. Any application by a European State to become a 
member of the Community shall be referred to the 
app-opriate committee for consideration. 

2. Parliament may decide, on a proposal from the 
committee responsible, a political group oc at least 
twenty-three Members, to request the Commission and 
the Council to take part in a debate before negotiations 
with the applicant State commence. 

3. The Commission and the Council shall keep 
Parliament informed. drough the appropriate committees, 
of progress in the negotiation of a treaty for the 
accession of an applicant State to the Community. 

4. When the negotiations are completed, but before any 
agreement is signed, Parliament mav decide. on a 
proposal from the committee responsible, a political 
group or at least twenty-three Members. to hold a further 
debate on the proposed tenns. 

5. If Parliament gives its assent to an application by m 
European State to become a member of the Community, 
it shall do so by a majmty of the votes of its £!:!!m!! 
Members on the basis of a report by the committee 
respoosible. 

1. Any application by a European State to become a 
member of the .Y!:!iQn shall be referred to the appropriate 
committee for consideration. 

2. Parliament may decide, on a proposal from the 
committee responsible, a political group or at least 
twenty-three Members, to request the Commission and 
the Council to take part in a debate before negotiations 
with the applicant State commence. 

3. Throughout the negotiations the Commission and the 
Council shall inf<X"m the committee responsible regularly. 
and thoroughly of the progress in the negotiations, if 
necessary on a confidential basis. 

3a. At any stage of the negotiations Parliament may. on 
the basis of a report from the committee responsible, 
adoot recommendations and require these to be taken 
into account before the conclusion of a Treaty for the 
accession of an applicant State to the Union. Such 
recommendations shall require the same majority as the 
final assent 

4. When the negotiations are completed, but before any 
agreement is signed, the draft agreement shall be 
submitted to Parliament for assent. 

5. Parliament shall give its assent to an application by .! 
European State to become a member of the Union, by a 
majority of the votes of its component Members on the 
basis of a report by the committee responsible. 

(Amendment No. 22) 
Rule 33 

Assodadon amements 

1. Parliament may, on a proposal from the committee 
responsible, a political group or at least twenty-three 
Members, ask the Council to be consulted on the 
negotiating mandate which the Council intends to give 
the Commission before the negotiations on the 
conclusion, renewal or amendment of an association 
agreement or financial protocol commence. 

EPAOES\PV\A3-0240\EN 
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International agreements 

1. When it is intended to open negotiations on the 
conclusion, renewal or amendment of an international 
agreement, including agreements in specific areas such 
as monetary affairs or trade, the committee responsible 
shall ensure that Parliament is fully informed by the 
Commission about its recommendations for a negotiating 
mandate. if necessary on a confidential basis. 
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2. Parliament may ES. on a proposal from the 
conunittee respoosible, a political group ex at least 
twenty~three Members, to requelt the Commission to take 

· part in a debate on its negotiading mandate befare 
negotiations commence. 

3. The Commission and the Council sl!all keep 
Parliament infonnec1. tiJoush !he appropiate committees· 
of progress in such negsztiations. 

4. When the negotiations are completed, but before any 
agreement is signed, the draft agreement shall be 
submitted to Parliament for assent. 

5. If Parliament gives its assent to the conclusion, 
renewal or amendment of an association a~ent or a 
financial p-otoco1 concluded by the Cmununity, iUb!!! 
.!I2J2 by a majmty of the vote§ of its cumnt Memi:Mn. 
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2. Parliament may. on a proposal fr001 the committee 
responsible or a political group or at least twenty-three 
Members, !!'JIUes! !be Council not to aythorize the 
opening of ne&O!ialions until PEiiament has stated its 
position on the proposed negotiating mandate oo the 
basis of a report from the committee respmsible, 

3. The conunittee responsible shall yerify the chosen 
m1 base for intematimal agreements pursuant to Rule 
1& 

4. 'I'Ivougbout the negotiations the Commission and Jbe 
Council shaD infonn the committee responsible rewlarly 
and thoroughly of tbe progress in lhe nes()!iations. if 
necessary on a confidential basis. 

5. At any stage of the negotiations Parliament may. on 
the basis q a report from the contmigee responsible. 
adopt !!CODUReodatioos and require th@! these be taken 
into account before the cmclusion of the it!temationaJ 
agreement under oonsideratim. 

6. When the negotiations are completed, but before 
any agreement is signed. the draft agreement shall be 
submitted to Parliament for opinion ex for assent. For 
the assent p!'99;dure Rule 520 shall apply. 

7. Parliament siJall give its opinioo or its assent to lhe! 
conclusion, renewal or amendment of an international 
agreement or a fmancial protocol concluded by the 
Community, by a majority of the votes cast. 

8. If the opinion adopted by Parliament is negative, the 
President shall request the Council not to conclude the 
agreement in question. 

9. If Parliament by a inajority of the votes cast 
pronounces itself against giving its assent to an 
internatiOnal agreement, the President shall refer the 
agreement in question back to the Council for 
reconsideration. 

(Rules 34 and 35 fa/0 
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(Amendment No. 23) 
Rule 36A (new) 

Annual legislative programme 

Rule 29a 

l. After the p-esentation of the Annual 
Programme by the Commission and the debate thereon in 
Parliament, the Enlarged Bureau and the Commission 
shaD yree on • armuallegislative programme and a 
timetable for the submission by the Commission and the 
examination by Parliament of proposals which the 
Conu!lission intends to remit to the Council. The same 
procedure sball apply to pe-legislative consultation 
d9curnents sum as Green Papers. 

The competent committee may give its opinion on we
legislative documents. 
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Rule 36A 

l. Before the end of eam year and following a debate 
and vote in Parliament on the Annual Programme of the 
Commission, the Presidents of the Parliament, the 
Council and the Commission shaD agree on behalf of 
their institutions an Annual Legislative Programme for 
the following year covering the legislative activity in all 
three institutions. 

.!!:. The Annual Legis~::~:..-e Programme shall establish 
the priorities in the legislative field and fix a timetable 
for the submission by the Commission of aU the 
proposa1a and documents contained in the programme 
and for their examination by Parliament and Council. 

lb. The Annual Legislative Programme shall refer to: 
(a) all new legislative proposals. 
(b) all m-legislative documents. 
(c) any other document of a legislative nature. 
(d) agreements with third countries, 
whim are to be submitted during the following vear bv 
the Commission to Parliament and the Council. 

The Programme shall also refer to any legislative 
proposals and documents requested by Parliament or 
Council whim the Commission has agreed to submit. 

le. The President of Parliament shall. in the discussions 
about the Annual Legislative Programme, act on the 
basis of the conclusions of the Conference of Chairmen. 
Before formulating their conclusions, the Conference of 
Chairmen shall consult the Conference of Committee 
Chairmen. 

ld. In the case of urgent and unforeseeable 
circumstances. an institution may propose a legislative 
measure on its own initiative, in the manner permitted 
by the Treatv. to be added to the measures proposed in 
the Legislative Programme. 

le. For each proposal or document in the Annual 
Legislative Programme. Parliament shall indicate which 
committee may be designated as the committee 
responsible when the proposals or documents are 
submitted. 
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2. The amuallesiJlatiyt P!9JiliDPlt· t!t.Yft Feed 
shaD be. au!fhed to tbg miftutis of proceeding 2f tJw 
sitting following its adoptioq. 

2. The Annual Legislative Programme as agree<J between 
the three institutions shall be attached to the minutes Of 
!he proceedings of the sitting follOwing its adoption. The 
President pll forwMd the Annual 4Jislative 
Programme to the govenunents and parliaments of the 
Member States as weD as to the ~c and Social 
Committee and the Committee of the Regions. 

3. In the case where an institution is not able to comply 
with the fixed timetable. it shall notify the other 
institutiC!lS as to the Nasms for the delay and propose a 
new timetlble. · 

4. The Armual Legislative Programme may be revised at 
the beginning of the second half of the Year. 

(Amendment No. 24) 
Rule 368 (new) 
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LecisJative Initiative 

1. P.-Hament mav request the Commission to submit to 
it any appooriate legislative proposal pursuant to Article 
1J8b. second paragraph. of the Treaty by &dopting a 
resolution Oil the basis of an own-initiative report from 
the conunittee responsible and authorized muant to 
Rule 121. The resolutioa shall be adooied by a majority 
of the component Members of Parliament. Parliament 
may at the same time fix a deadline for the submission 
of such a proposal. 

2. Before initiating the procedure under Rule 121, the 
conunittee responsible shaD establish that no such 
proposal is upder preparatioo, if: 

(a) such a proposal is not included in the Annual 
Legislative Programme; or 

(b) the preparations of such a proposal have not started 
or are ·unduly delayed; or 

(c) the Commission has not responded positively to 
earlier requests either from the committee responsible or 
contained in resolutions adopted by Parliament with 
simple majority. 

3. Parliament's resolution sball indicate the apprppriate 
legal base and be accompanied by detailed 
recommendatioos as to the content of the required 
proposals. which shaD respect the principle of 
subsicljarity and the fundamental rights of citizens. 

4. In the case of a proposal with financial implications. 
Parliament shall indicate how sufficient financial 
resoun:es cap be provided. 

5. The conunittee respoosibJe shaD monitor the progress 
of preparation of any legislative proposal followigg a 
particular reauest by Parliament. 
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6. The PYvisions of this Rule shall apply by analogy in 
cases where the Treaty attributes the right of initiative to 
Parliament. 

7. The majority required for the adoption shall be the 
majority indicated by the relevant article in the Treaty. 

(Amendment No. 25) 
Rule 36C (new) 

Rule 36 

Consultation of Parliament 

1. Requests from the Council for an opinion or from the 
Commission for advice shaD be printed and distnbuted. 
The President shaD refer such requests to the appropriate 
committee for considera!ioo. 

2. A list d these requests for an opinion or for advice 
shaD be published in the minutes d Parliament's sittings. 
together with the name of the committee responsible and 
a description of the chosen legal base for the draft 
measure. 

Rule 44 

First and second reading 

l.For acts requiring two readings in accordance with the 
cooperation procedure laid down in Article 149(2) of the 
EEC Treaty. the procedure for the first reading shaD be 
identical to the procedure set out in Rules 36 to 43. 

2. For the second reading. the pyvisions in Rules 44 to 
52 shall apply. 

1:, Rules 36(5) and (7), 37, 39, 40, 71, 103, 116, 117 and 
120 shall not apply during the second reading. 
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Rule 36C 

Consideration of legislative documents 

1. Proposals from the Commission and other documents 
d a legislative nature shall be referred by the President 
to the appropriate committee for consideration. 

Where a proposal is listed in the Annual Legislative 
Progranune the committee responsible may decide to 
appoint a rapporteur to follow the preparatory phase of 
the proposal, 

ReQuests from Council for an opinion or from the 
Commission for advice shall be forwarded by the 
President to the committee responsible for consideration 
of the proposal concerned.· 

The provisions for the first reading as set out in Rules 
36A to 43 shaD apply to legislative prooosals whether 
they require one. two or three readings. 

2. Common positions from the Council shaD be referred 
for consideration to the committee responsible at the 
first reading. 

The provisions for the second reading as set out in Rules 
45 to 52 shaD apply to common positions. 

3. During the conciliation procedure between Parliament 
and Council following the second reading. no refemd 
back to committee shaD take place. 

The provisions for the third reading as set out in Rules 
52A to 52E shall apply to the conciliation procedure. 

4. Rules 361(1) and (3). 37, 39, 40, 71, 103, 116, 117 
and 120 shall not apply during the second and third 
readiJl&!. 
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4. In the event of a oonflict between a provision cl the 
Rules of Procedure relating to the seccnd reading and 
any other provision of the Rules, the provisions relatiag 
to the second reading shall take precedence. 

~ In the event of a conflict between a provision of the 
Rules of Procedure relating to the second and third 
reading and any Olher provision of the Rules, the 
provisions relating to the second and third readinB! shall 
take precedence. 

(Amendment No. 26) 
Rule 36D (oew) 

Rule 36(3) 

3. The committee responsible shall examine the yalidity 
and appropriateness of the d!osen legal baSe for any draft 
measure on which r.tiament is coosulted. Where it 
disputes the validity or the appropriatE!leSS of the legal 
p it may. before dealing with the substance of the 
proposal and after consultation with the committee 
responsible for legal affairs. refer the matter to 
Parliament. reporting orallv or in writing. 

If amendments are tabled in Parliament to change the 
legal base of a Commission proposal without the 
committee responsible having disputed the validity and 
appropriateness of the legal base. the committee 
responsible for legal affairs must deliver t1111 opinion on 
the amendments tabled before they are put to the vote. 

l'1rst readine • committee stage 

Rule 36D 

Verlfteatlon «# legal base 

1. F« all Commission proposals and other documents of 
a legislative nature. the committee respOnsible shall first 
verify the validity and appopr'iaJeness of the chosen 
legal base. 

2. If the committee responsible disputes the validity « 
the appropriateness of the legal base. it shall request the 
opinion cl the committee responsible for legal affairs. 

3. The committee responsible f« legal affairs may also 
on its own initiative take up questions concerning the 
legal base in relation to specific prooosals submitted by 
the Commission. In such cases it shall duly inf«m the 
committee respoosible. 

4. If the committee respoosible for legal affairs decides 
to dispute the validity or the !!pi!Opri~ of the legal 
base. it shall report its cooclusions to r.tiament. 

5. If amendments are tabled in Parliament to change the 
legal base of a Commission poposal without the 
committee responsible having disputed the validity and 
lpp'Opriateness of the legal base, the committee 
responsible for legal affairs must deliver an opinion on 
the amendments tabled before they are put to the vote. 

(Amendment No. 27) 
Rule 36E (new) 
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Rule 36E 

Subsidiarlty. fundamental rights, financial resources 

1. During the examination of a legislative proposal. 
Parliament shall pay particular attentioo to whether the 
proposal respects the principle of subsidiarity and the 
fundarneotal ri&hts of the citizens. In the case of a 
proposal with financial implicatiops. Parliament shall 
establish whether sufficient f'mancial resources are 
provided. 
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2. If Parliament concludes that the principle of 
subsidiarity is not dulv respected. or that the 
fundamental rights of the citizens are not sufficiently 
respected. or that the financial resources provided are 
not sufficient. Parliament shall request the Commission 
to make the necessary modifications to its proposal. 

(Amendment No. 28) 
Rule 36F (new) 

Rule 36F 

Transpareney in the legislative process 

1. Throughout the whole legislative procedure 
Parliament and its committees shall request access to all 
documents relating to Commission proposals under the 
same conditions as the Council and its working parties. 

2. During the examination of a specific Commission 
proposal. the committee responsible shall request the 
Commission and the Council to keep it informed about 
the progress of this proposal in the Council and its 
working parties, in particular about any emerging 
compromises which will substantially amend the original 
Commission proposal. 

(Amendment No. 29) 
Rule 360 (new) 
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Rule 36G 

Modification of a proposal by the Commission 

1. If the committee responsible, during its examination 
of a specific Commission proposal, becomes aware that 
the Council intends to amend significantly this Proposal, 
it shall formally ask the Commission whether it intends 
to modify its proposal. 

2. If the Commission declares that it intends to modify 
its pyposal. the committee responsible shall postpone its 
examination of this proposal until it has been infonned 
about the new proposal or amendments by the 
Commission. 

3. During the examination of a specific Commission 
proposal in the committee responsible, the Commission 
may also on its own initiative table amendments to its 
proposal directly in the committee. 

4. If the Commission.declares. following a request under " 
paragraph 1, that it does not intend to modify its 
proposal. the committee responsible shall proceed with 
its examination of the proposal. The declaration of the 
Commission shall be annexed to the report and shall be 
considered by Parliament as binding on the Commission 
even after the completion of the first reading. 
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5. Following a Commission c1eclaq!ion Jl!!Sler ~ 
4, and if the Councll· notw1ihstarpdjng the poSition Of the 
Commipion. proceeds to a decisiqt whim §Ubstantially 
modifies the origiftal Commissjon pr:or:gal the Presicp!t 
of Parliament shall remind tbe Council of Us obligati(l! 
to consult Parliament gain. 

(Amendment No. 30) 
Rule 36H (new) 

Rule 36H 

Commlplon pasition on amendments 

1. Befqe the committee '!§R09sible proceeds to the fipal 
vote on a Conunissiop 1!91J0!!!1, it $all ft!CJ!!est the 
Co!!unission to state its P9§ition on all the amendments 
to this proposal ad<Mgd by the CO!!UQi!ee. · 

2. If the Cornntipion is not in a position tq make sua a 
statement or if the Commission ~ Jbat it is not 
prepared to accept all the amegdments adopted by the 
conunittee then the oommiuee may postpone the final 

~ 

3. The position of the Commission shall be jncluded in 
the report. 

(AmendmentNo.31) 
Rule 361 (new) 

Rule 36(4) to (6) 

4. Without prejudice to Rules 37, 38 and 116(1), 
Parliament shall discuss the proposal on which its 
opinion has been sought on the basis of the report drawn 
up by the committee responsible pursuant to Rule 117. 

.2:, Parliament shall first vote on the amendments to the 
proposal with which the report of the committee 
re$p00Sible is concerned, then on the proposal, amended 
or otherwise, then on the amendments to the draft 
leJislative resolution. then on the draft leplative 
resolution as a whole, which shall only contain a 
statement as to whether Parliament approves, rejects or 
proposes amendments to the Commission's proposal and 
aay procedural requests. 

. The consultation procedure is concluded if the draft 
legislative resolution is adopted. 

Rule 361 

Conclusion ~ ftrst readinc 

.L. Without prejudice to Rules 37, 38 and 116(1), 
Parliament shall discuss the legislative proposal on the 
basis of the report drawn up by the committee 
responsible pursuant to Rule 117 • 

~ Parliament shall first vote on the amendments to the 
proposal with which the report of the Committee 
responsible is ooncemed, then on the proposal, amended 
or otherwise, then on the amendments to the draft 
leJislative resolution, then on the draft legislative 
resolution as a whole, which shall only contain a 
statement as to whether Parliament approves, rejects or 
p-oposes amendments to the Commission's proposal and 
any procedural requests. 

The consultatioo procedure is concluded if the draft 
legislaaive resolution is adopted. 

{/n18rpretation unchanged) 

.§:. The text of the proposal as approved by Parliament 
and its accompanying resolution shall be forwarded to the 
Council and Commission by the President as 
Parliament's opinion. 
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~ The text of the proposal as approved by Parliament 
and its accompanying resolution shall be forwarded to 

· the Council and Commission by the Presi• as 
Parliament's opinion. 
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(Amendment No. 32) 
Rule 37 

Delegation fl the power fl dedslon to eornmittees 

1. The President, a minimum of twenty-three 
Members or a committee may propose to Parliament that 
a reauest for an opinion or for advice submiged pursuant 
to Rule 36 be referred to the lOP! opriate committee with 
the power to taJse a decision. 

Under the same conditions. the power to take a decision 
may also be delegated to the committee responsible in 
the case of reports to be drawn up on the basis of Rules 
63 or 121. 

~ A decision shall be taken on this proposal at 
the begiMing of the sitting following that during which 
Parliament was informed thereof. Parliament shall. if 
necessary aftei hearing one speaker in favour and one 
against. vote on the proposal. If at least one-tenth of the 
current Members of Parliament are opposed to the 
refeJTal to committee for a decision. this referral shall not 
take oiace. 

3. If, after refemal to committee pursuant to 
paragraph ~ one third of the current members of the 
committee request that the power to take a dedsion be 
referred back to Parliament, the procedures for debate 
and amendment of committee reports in plenary shall 
apply. 

4. Where paramphs 1 and 2 are applied, the 
Usual rules goyeming discussions in committee shall 
apply. However, the committee meeting at which a 
decision is to be taken shall be open to the public; ~ 
agenda for this meetins and any deadline for tabling 
amenclments shall be published in the EP Bulletin. 

5. As soon as the committee has adopted its 
report, and subject to Rules 79(1) and 80, the President 
shall place it on the agenda for the next part-session. 
The committee's resolution and amendments, if any, shall 
be deemed adopted and shall be recorded in the minutes 
unless, before the start of the sitting, one tenth of the 
.£!!!!m! Members of Parliament belonging to at least three 
political groups have tabled their opposition in writing, in 
which case the committee's report shall be considered in 
Parliament at the same sitting in accordance with the 
normal procedure. 

1. The Conference of Chairmen may refer a 
consultation, a request for advice or for an opinion, an 
own-initiative report (Rule 121) or a report based on a 
motion for a resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 63A to 
the appppriate committee for a decision. 

2. Deleted 

3. If, after refemal to committee pursuant to 
paragraph J., one third of the current members of the 
committee request that the power to take a decision be 
referred back to Parliament, the procedures for debate 
and ameodment of committee reports in plenary shall 
apply. 

,& The meeting at which the committee takes its 
decision shall be open to the public. 

4. The deadline for tabling amendments shall be 
published in Parliament's Bulletin. 

5. As soon as the committee has adopted its report, 
and subject to Rules 79(1) and 80, the President shall 
place it on the agenda for the next part-session. The 
committee's resolution and amendments, if any, shall be 
deemed adopted and shall be recorded in the minutes 
unless, before the start of the sitting, one tenth of the 
component Members of Parliament belonging to at least 
three political groups have tabled their opposition in 
writing, in which case the committee's report shall be 
considered in Parliament at the same sitting in 
acconfanoe with the nonnal procedure. 

(/nterpretations unchanged) 
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(Amendment No. ~3) 
Rule 43(3) 

ConclUatlon procedure 

3. The delegation which consults with the Council shall 
consist of a number of Members oorresponding to the 
number of Members of the Council; it shall reflect the 
political composition of Parliament. care being taken to 
enm balf!!Ced representation of political t!!!denciesj in 
principle it shall include the Chairmen and the 
rapporteurs of the committees concerned. The delegation 
shaD be led by the President of Parliament or bv one of 
the Vice-Presidents. 

3. Foc the composition and procedyre of the delegation 
to the conciliation conunittee Rule 52B(l) to (7) 5baU. 
!PP!L . 

i 
"i 

(Amendment No. 34) 
Rule 45(1) 

Sesond readinc • eommlttee stye 

Rule 45(1) 
Communleadon of the eommon position ~the Council 

1. Communication of the common position of the 
Council pursuant to the Single Act takes place when it is 
announced by the President in Parliament. On the day of 
the announcement, the President must have received the 
documents containing the common position itself, the 
reasons which led the Council to adopt its common 
position and the Commission's position, duly translated 
into the official languages of the Community. The. 
President's announcement shall be made during the part
session lollowing the receipt of such documeOts. 

1. Communication of the common position of the 
Council pursuant to Article! 189b and 189c of the 
.!!D!I takes place when it is announced by the Pre$id~t 
in Parliament On the day of the announcement, the 
President must have received the documents containin$ 
the common position itself, the reasons which led the; 
Council to adopt its common position and the ' 
Commission's position, duly translated into the offici~ 
languages of the Community. The President's 1 

aonounoemeot shaD be made during the part-session 
following the receipt of such documents. 

. Unterpretation IIIICiu.mged) 

(Amendment No. 35) 
Rule 47(4) to (6) 

Referral to and proeedure in the eommittee responsible 

4. The povisions for Parliament's second reading in 
Rules 50(1) and 51(2) shall apply to the proceedings in 
the coounittee responsible; only members or ~anent 
substitutes of that committee may table amendments. The 
committee shall decide by a majority of the votes cast. 

5. The coounittee responsible may request a 
dialogue with the Council in order to reach a 
compromise. 

6. The coounittee responsible shall submit a 
Recommendation for the Second Reading as to the 
decision which Parliament should take with respect to the 
common position adopted by the Council. The 
Recommendation shall include a short justification for the 
decision proposed. 
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4. The povisions for Parliament's second reading in 
Rules 49A(l), 50(1), 51(2) and 51(4) shaD apply to ~ 
proceedings in the committee responsible; only members 
or substitutes of that committee may table proposals fqr 
rejection e amendments. The committee shall dec~ 
by a majority of the votes cast. 1 

5. The carnmittee responsible may request a dialop 
with the Council in mler to reach a compromise. ; 

I 
! 

6. The carnmittee responsible shall submit a 
Recommendation for the Second Reading as to the 
decision which Parliament should take with respect to , 
the common positioo adopted by the Council. The 
Recommendation shall include a short justification f~ ; 
the decision proposed. ' 

6a. If the common position is approyed withgyt 
amendment, the recommendation mav lfb: tbct form o![ a 
~ . 
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(Amendment No. 36) 
Rule 48, title 

Second reading • plenary stage 

Conclusion fl the coopendon procedure Conclusion fl the second reading 

(Amendment No. 37) 
Rule 48(2) 

2. The coooera!ion procedure is concluded by Parliament 
approving. rejecting or amending the common position 
within the time limits and in accordance with the 
conditions laid down by the Single Act. 

2. The secmd reading is concluded by Parliament 
approving, rejecting or amending the common position 
within the time limits and in accordance with the 
conditions laid down by Articles 189b and 189c of the 
I!!!!L 

(Amendment No. 38) 
Rule 49 

Approval without amendment fl the eommon position of&~ CouncD 

· Where DO motion to reject the commQn position, and no 
amendments to the common position, are adopted under 
Rules 50 and 51 within the time limits specified by the 
Single Act, the President shall declare the common 
position approved without a vote, unless Parliament bas 
mlliced its appoval of the common position by a 
majority of the votes cast. 

Where DO motion to reject the common position, and no 
amendments to the common position, are adopted under 
Rules 50 and 51 within the time limits specified by 
Articles 189b and 189c of the Treatv. the President shall 
declare the common position approved without a vote, 
unless Parliament has marked its approval of the 
common position by a nuVority of the votes cast. 

(Amendment No. 39) 
Rule 49A (new) 

EPADES\PV\A3-0240\EN 
-25-

Rule 49A 

Jntendon to reieet the common p~idon fl the 
Council 

1. For legislative proposals falling under Article 189b a 
committee. a political group or at least twenty-three 
Members may, in writing and before a deadline fixed by 
the Presiderit, table a proposal to declare the intention to 
reject the common position of the Council. Such a 
proposal shall require for its adoption the votes of a . 
majority of the component Members of Parliament. A 
proposal to declare the intention to reject the common 
position shall be voted on before voting on any 
amendments. 

2. If the proposal to declare the intention to reject the 
common position is approved. the President shall ask the 
Council whether it intends to convene the Conciliation 
Committee. If the Council does not intend to convene 
the Conciliation Committee, the President shall announce 
in Parliament that the gocedure is terminated and the 
proposed act shall be deemed not to have been adopted. 

3. For the composition and gocedure of the delegation 
to the Conciliation Committee Rule 528 shall apply. 
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(Amendment No. 40) 
Rule 498 (new) 

Rule 49B 

ConeDiation during second reading 

1. In view of the conclusions of the Conciliation 
Committee convened pursuant to Rule 49A(2), 
Parliament's clelegatioo may recommend that Parliament 
confinn its reiection of the common position by a . 
separate vote with a mai(!ity of its CO!!)Q9!!e!lt Membeg. 
In this case the President shall cleclare the legislative · 
ppoedure closed. 

If Parliament does not confum the rejection with the 
required maimty then Parliament 5hall mvceest with the 
CO!!Sis!atioo of the common position and anY 
amenclglen!§ tabled to it 

2. In view of the conclusions of the Conciliation 
Committee. Parliament's delegation may recommend the 
resumption of the consideration of me cgmrnon positi~ 
and any amend!nents tabled to it or. irl consultation with 
the committee respoosible. propose new amendments for 
consideration by Parliament in accorslanoe with Rule 51. 

The clelegation may recommend the aoolication of Rule 
92(5) for the vote on the amendments. 

(Amendment No. 41) 
Rule 50(1) 

Rejection ~ the common posldon ~ the Coundl 

1. Any Member may, in writing and before a deadline 
fuced by the President, table a proposal to reject the 
common position of the Council. Such a poposal shall 
require for its adoption the votes of a majmty of the 
current Members of Parliament. A proposal to reject the 
common position shall be voted on before voting on any 
amendments. 

1. A committee, a political group or at l£8st twenty
three Members may, in writing and before a deadline 
fixed by the President, table a proposal to reject the 
common position of the Council. Such a proposal shall 
require fpr its adoption the votes of a majmty of the 
component Members of Parliament. A proposal to reject 
the common positioo shall be voted on before voting on 
any amendments. · 

(Amendment No. 42) 
Rule 51(1) 

Amendments to the common posldon fl the CouneD 

1. A cgmrnittee. a political group or at least twenty-three 
Members may table amendments to the Council· s 
common position for consideration in Parliament. 

1. The ccmmittee respoosible, a political group or at 
least twenty-three Members may table amendments to 
the Council's common position for consideration in 
Parliament. 

(Amendment No. 43) 
Rule 51(4) 

Amendments to the common posidon fl the Cou~ 

4. If one or more of the ~ents are adopted, the 
rapporteur of the committee responsible or, failing birn, 
the Chainnan Of that committee shall ask the 
Commission whether it proposes to include such 
amendments in its re-examined proposal. 
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4. If one more of the amendments are adopted, the 
rapporteur of the committee responsible or, failing birn, 
the Chainnan of that committee sh .. l ask tt~ 
Commission to state its position. 

PE 205.944/fin./1 
Or.FR/DE/EN 



(Amendment No. 44) 
Rule 52(1) 

The consequences of the Commission falllng to accept ParUament's 
amendments In Its re-uamlned proposal 

1. The Enlarged Bureau shall place the Commission's re
examined proposal m the draft agenda for the part
session following its adoption and the President shall 
request the Commission to inform Parliament cl the 
reasons whicb led the Commission not to accept 
Parliament's amendments. 

1. For legislative proposals falling under Article 189c of 
the Treaty, the Conference of Chainnen shall place the 
Commission's re-examined proposal on the draft agenda 
for the p..a-session following its adoption and the 
President shall request the Commission to inform 
Parliament of the reasons whicb led the Commission not 
to accept Parliament's amendments. 

(Amendment No. 45) 
Rule 52A (new) 

EPADES\PV\A3-0240\EN 

Third Readfna • Condllation 

Rule 52A 

Convenina of Conciliation Committee 

Where the Council is unable to approve all Parliament's ' 
amendments to the common position, the President may, 
after consulting the chainnen of the political groups and 
the chainnan and rapporteur of the committee 
responsible, agree to the convening of a meeting of the 
Conciliation Committee. 

(Amendment No. 46) 
Rule 528 (new) 
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Rule 528 

Delegation to Conciliation Committee 

1. Parliament's delegation to the Conciliation Committee 
shall consist of a number of Members equal to the 
number of members of the Council delegation. 

2. The political composition of the delegation shall 
correspond to the composition of Parliament by political 
groups. The Conference of O.ainnen shall fix the exact 
number of Members from eacb political group. 

3. The members of the delegation shall be nominated by -· 
the political groups for eacb particular conciliation case, 
preferably from among the members of the committees 
concerned. except for three members who shall be 
appointed as permanent members of successive 
delegations for a period of twelve months. The three 
permanent members shall be appointed by the political 
groups from among the Vice-Presidents and shall 
represent at least two different political groups. The 
chainnan and the rapporteur of the committee 
responsible in each particular case shall be members of 
the delegation. 
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4. The wtitical groups rep"eSented on the delegatiO* 
may appoint substitu!es who may only participate in the 
work of the Conciliadm Committee if the fuU membet 
is abse!lt for the whole meeting. 

5. Political groups not teqresented on the delegatiO!! may 
each send one representatiye to anY internal peparat<rt 
meeting d the deleption. 

6. The delegation shall be led by the President or by one 
of the penn~ment members. 

7. The delegation shall decide by a majority of its 
members. ItS deliberations shall be held in camera. 

The Conference of Chairmen may lay dowp further 
procedural guidelines for the work of delegations to the 
Conciliaticm Committee. 

8. The results of the conciliation including any proppsed 
amendments or compromises shall be reported by the 
delegation to Parliament in due time to allow Parliament 
to complete any further procedural steps pursuant to the 
provisions of the Treaty. 

<Amendment No. 47) 
Rule 52C (new) 

Rule 52C 

nme Umits 

1. The President shall. at the request of the delegation, 
ask the Council to agree to an extension, by a maximum 
of two week§. of the six week periods allowed for the 
work of the Conciliation Committee and for the approval 
of a ioint text or the reiection of a Council text. 

2. The President may. after consultation with the 
delegation. agree on behalf of Parliament to a reauest 
from the Council for an extension, by a maximum of 
two weeks. of the six week periods mentioned in 
paragraph 1. 

(Amendment No. 48) 
Rule 520 (new) 
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Third reading • plenary stge 

Rule 52D 

Joint text 

1. Where agreement on a joint text is reac;bed within the 
Conciliatioo Comrninee. this matter shall automaticallv 
be placed on the agenda of the last part-session to fall 
within six weeks, or eight weeks if extended· of the date 
of approval by the Conciliation Committee unless the 
matter has been dealt with earlier. 
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2. Parliament shall discuss the joint text on the basis of 
a report by its delegation to the Conciliation Committee. 

3. No amendments may be tabled to the joint text. 

4. The joint text as a whole shall be the subject of a 
single vote. The joint text shall be approved only if it 
secures an absolute maimty of the votes cast. 

(Amendment No. 49) 
Rule 52E (new) 

Rule 52E 

Counen tes 
1. Where no agreement is reached on a joint text within 
the Conciliation Committee, the President of Parliament 
shall invite the ~~s::.ion to withdraw its proposal, 
and invite the Council. in any case. not to adopt a 
position pursuant to Article 189b(6) of the Treaty. 
Should the Council nonetheless confum its common 
position, the President-in-Office shall be invited to 
justify it to the plenary sitting. The matter shall 
automaticallv be placed on the agenda. 

2. Parliament shall discuss the Council text on the basis 
of a report from its delegation to the Conciliation 
Committee. 

3. No amendments may be tabled to the Council text. 

4. The Council text as a whole shall be the subject of a 
single vote. Parliament shall vote on a motion to reject 
the Council text. If this motion receives an absolute 
maiority of the component Members of Parliament. the 
President shall declare the proposed act as not adopted. 

(Amendment No. 50) 
Rule 52F (new) 
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Rule 52F 

Signing ~ adopted acts 

For legislative acts adopted under the procedure in 
Article 189b of the Treaty, the President shall, after 
having verified that all procedures have been properly 
completed. sign the act together with the President of the 
Council and arrange its publication in the Official 
Journal of the European Communities. 
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(Amendment No. 51) 
Rule 52G (new) 

Rule 5ZG 

Conclusion of assent procedure 

1. Where Parliament is requested to give its assent to an 
international agreement er a legislative proposal. it shall 
do so on the basis of a report from the committee 
responsible cmtainjng a draft legislative resolution only 
recommending the adoption or rejection of the proposal 
as a whole. No amendments may be tabled. The 
majority required for the adoption d the assent shaD be 
the majority indicated in Article 189b d the Treaty. 

2. Fer accession treaties and international agreements. 
Rules 32 llld 33 shall apply respeetivelv. 

3. Fer legislative proposals the committee respoosible 
may decide· in <X'der to facilitate a positive outcome of 
the procedure. to J!!sent an interim report to Parliament 
'fiith a motion for a resolution containing 
recommendations for modifiCation er implementation of 
the proposal. 
If Parliament approves at least one recommendation with 
the same majority as required for the final assent. the 
President shall request the opening of a ooncilietion 
proced!!e with the CouncU. 

The oommittee responsible shall make its final 
recommendation for the assent d Parliament in the light . 
of the outcome of the conciliation with the Council. 

(Amendment No. 52) 
Rule 56 

Statements by the Commission. the Council and the 
Foreign Ministers meeting In European PoUtieal 
Cooperation 

1. Members of the Commission and the Council ~ 
Foreign Ministers meeting in European Political 
Cooperation may at any time ask the President for 
pennission to make a statement. The President shall 
decide when the statement may be made. · 

2. Unless Parliament decides otherwise. such a statement 
shaD not be followed bv a debate. Members may. 
however, avail themselves of a period of thirty minutes 
in which to put brief and cmcise questions 'fiith a view 
to clarifving specific points in such Statements. 

3. P•liameni may decide, on a proposal from the 
Presic:lent. a committee. a political sroup or at least 
twenty-three Members. that a statement made pursuant to 
paramph 1 above shall be followed by a debate. 
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Statements by the Commission and the CouncD 

1. Members of the Commission and the Council may at 
any time ask the President for pennission to make a 
statement. The President shall decide when the 
statement may be made. Such a statement may be 
followed bV a debate. 

2. A committee, a oolitical group. <r at least twenty
three Members may table a motion f<r a resolution. 

3. Motions for resolutions sl!all be put to the vote on the 
same day. The President shaD decide on any exceptions. 
Explanations of vote shall be admissible. 
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In order to wind up the debate, any committee or 
political group. or twentv-three or more Members. may 
place before the President a motion for a resolution with 
a request that an early vote be talcen on it. 

As soon as the motion for a resolution has been 
distributed, Parliament shall farst decide, if necessary 
after hearing one of the authors, whether an early vote is 
to be talcen. 

Should an early vote be decided upon. the motion for a 
resolution shall be put to the vote not later than at voting 
time of the next sitting without referral to committee. 
Only explanations of vote shall be permitted. 

The Rllles of Procedure, mav not be interpreted or 
changed in such a way as to enable Rllle 56{3) to be 
applied to meetings of the Enlarged Bureau open to all 
Members. 

It at the end of the statement bv the Commission, the 
Council or the Foreign Ministers meeting in European 
Political Cooperatio'L there is no proposal from the 
President, a committee. a political group or at least 
twenty-three Members, pursuant to Rule 56(3), that the 
statement be followed bv a debate, the application of 
Rule 56(2) rules out the possibility of holding a debate 
on the statement. 

The questions procedure shall applv if the President. up 
to the moment he reminds Members of this possibility. 
has not received a request for a debate pursuant to 
paragraph 3. 

4. If two or more motions for resolutions are tabled. the 
committees, political groups or Members tabling the 
motions may agree among themselves on a ioint motion 
for a resolution. With the fonnal agreement of the 
authors. other committees, political groups or individual 
Members may also sign such a ioint motioo before the 
expiry of the deadline for tabling ioint motions for 
resolutions set in the agenda. 

A joint motion for a resolution shall replace the previous 
motions for resolutions tabled by its signatories, but not 
those tabled by other committees, political groups or 
Members. 

Where a resolution is adopted winding up a debate. no 
further motions for resolutions to wind up the same 
'subject shall be put to the vote, save where the President 
exceptionally decides otherwise. The decisioo of the 
President cannot be contested. 
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4. A joint motion for a resolution shall replace the 
previous motions for resolutioos tabled by its signatories, 
but not those tabled by other committees, political 
groups or Members. 

5. After a resolution has been adopted, no further 
motions mav be put to the vote except where the 
President. by way of exceptioo, decides otherwise. 

6. If no debate is held, Members will be allowed a 
maximum of 30 minutes in which to put brief and 
concise questions. 
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.~tNo.53) 
.Rule 56A (new) 

Rule56A 

1 .. In the £9Ptext OfJhe di!sharseJI!"OO!dUte or 
P!rljppt's IC!iyities in !he spltegtof•budae!atv sontml. 
tJle f!esideot of !Is Qgt oL\uditgpD!fY,be inyited to 
take 1he floor in.qgler to f!!WRlJbe comments 
gpaigecJ ip Jbe An!! Bgort. wcial reppr!S \'Jr 
opinions ef 1he Court, or in •·Jo·gplJjn Jbe Cspt's 
worJc 1!'9JPJPB· 

I 

2. PwliaJnent mu desaHg·bokf a a!9!e deba&e·on 
anv guespogs raip in Nib Mements ~ the 
~ of ·!be 9muni!!lim pH;gyncjl. 

(Amendment No. 54) 
Rule 57 

European PoUdcal Cooperation 

Rule 57 

ObUcations of the Presldenev of European PoUdcal 
Cooperadon and the Commlplon to Parlament 

.L. The Presidency of European Political 
Cooperation sl!all report regularly to Parliament on the 
foreign policy matters examined in the framework of 
European politiCal cooperation and also on the extent to 
which the views of Parliament on these matters h§ve 
been taken into account. Parliament may hold a debate 
on this ·matter during which the Commission will also be 

!lY!!b 

~ The Commission and the Presidency of 
European Political Cooperation shall ensure that the 
external policy of the European Community and the 
policies agreed in European Political Cooperation are 
consistent. They shall infonn Parliament of all 
contradictions which arise. 

~ The Presidency of EurOpean Political 
Cooperation shall report once a vear to Parliament on 
progress in European oolitical cooperation. Parliament 
shall discuss this report. 

~ Four colloquies shall also be held each vev at 
which the Foreisn Ministers meeting in European 
Political Cooperalia! will meet members of the 
appypriate committee of Parliament 
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(Amendment No. 55) ' 
Cllapter VI, Section 2 

Ouesdons to the Commission. the Councll and the 
Forelcn Mlnlsten meetlnaln European Polltieal 
Cooperadon 

Questions to the Councll and Commiuion 

Rule 58 
Questions for onJ answer with debate 

1. Questions may be put to the Commissjoo. to 
!he Council or to the Foreip Ministers meedgg in 
European Political Cooperation by a committee, a 
political group or twenty-tbree or more Members in order 
tha! they may be placed on the agenda of Parliament and 
dealt with by the procedure ppyided for under this Rule. 

Such questions. whicb may also relate to problems of a 
general nature. shall be submitted in writing tg the 
president. who shall place them before the Enlarged 
Bureau at !he next meeting held for the pwpose of 
drawing up the draft agenda. 

Subiect to the J!'()visions below. during each pan-session 
e!Ch oolitical group shall have the right to have not more 
than one question dealt with by the procedure with 
~ 

These questions shall not be included in the agenda of a 
pan-session if that agenda already provide! for the 
subject to be discussed with the participation of the 
institutioos concerned; they wiU. howeyer. be included in 
the debater 

If a question relates to a report tabled by a committee but 
not yet considered by Parliament. Parliament shall vote 
on whether it shall be placed on the agencla. 

The Enlarged Bureau shall. taking account d the above 
requirements, exercise its discretion in cleciding the order 
on the agenda of these questions. 

~ The Enlarged Bureau shall decide whether the 
Commission or the Council is to be consulted. It shall 
deci<fe whether the question is to be convened into a 
question for written answer. for oral answer at Question 
Time. or is to be dealt with by oral procedure without 
debate under Rule 59 or by the pycedure provided for 
under this Rule. 

The clecision of the Enlarged Bureau shall be notified 
immesliately to the questioner and to the institutions 
concerned. 

A question tabled under this Rule shall be placed oo the 
asencla of the next part-session on the expiry of a three 
months' period from its date of tabling if within that time 
no clecision has been taken by the Enlarged Bureau as to 
the mper in whicb it is to be answered. 
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1. Questions may be put to the Council or the 
Commission by a cammittee, a political group or 
twenty-tbree or more Members with a request that they 

be placed oo the geoda of Pwliament. 

-33-

Such questions shall h~ submitted in writing to the 
President who shaD immediately refer them to the 
Conference of Cllainnen. 

The Conference of Chairmen shall decide whether and 
in what order questions shall be pla92Cf on the agenda. 

~ Questions to the Commission must be referred to 
that institution at least one week before the sitting on 
whose agenda !hey are to appear and questions to the 
Council at least three weeks before that date. 
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The procedure for questions under this Rule may be 
proposed only where notice of the· question can l!t given 
within the following time limits: if the question i§ . 
addressed to the Comrnissioo. at least one week and if to 
the Couns:il. at least five week5 before the openins of !be 
sitting on whose yenda it is tp appear. 

In urgent cases. the President may propose directly to 
Parliament !hat a auestion wbich could not be plpd 
before the Enlarged Bureau uncler the fqegoing 
conditions be placed on the agenda. Such questions. 
together with any that could not be notified within the 
time limit specifiecl ab9ve. may be placed on the agendf 
only with the agreement of the institutioo to wbisb 1bev 

"' addressed. 
3. Questions may be put to the F9!!ign MiQisters 
meeting in European Political Cooperation under the 
same conditions as laid down in this RuJe for cgstioos 
to Jhe Council. 

4. One of the questioners may speak to the 
question for not more than.!!!! minutes. One member of 
the institutioo concerned shall answer. Other Member's of 
Parliament may speak for not more than five minutes. 
and may do so only once. 

One of Jhe questioners may. at his request. oommeot for 
not more than five minutes oo !be answer given. 

5. The Enlarged Bureau may ask the JU!thors of 
questions to rewqd them • 

.§.:. At the reauest of the author of a question for 
oral answer with debate. acting in agreement with any 
co-auth9rs. the QUeStion may be withdrawn. but may be 
immediately taken over by any other Member. under the 
conditions set out in parasraph 1 ab9ve. with the 
agreement of Parliament deciding by vote without debate. 

Z. In order to wind uo the deb&te oo a guestioo 
under this Rule. any committee or oolitical group. or 
twe!!ty-three or more Members. may place before the 
Presiclent a motion for a resolution with a request that an 
e~;ly vote be taken on it. 

As soon as the motion for a resolution has been 
distributed. Parliament shall first cfecjde. if necessary 
after hearing one of Jhe authors, whe!her an early Vote is 

. to be taken. 
§hould an early vote be decided upon. the motion for a 
resolution shall be put to the vote at voting time of the 
opt sitting without referral to committee. Only 
explanations of vote shall be permitted. 

If two or more motions for resolutions are tablecf. the 
procedure set out in Rule 56(4) shall apply. 
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4. A qpestioner may .- to the quesaiop for not 
more tbaa m .miautes. One member of the institution 
coocemed sball answer. 

5. Rule 56(2).(3) • (4) gu apply nwtatis 
nwfgis. · 

.§.:. Deleted 

7. Deletecl 

PE 205.944/fin./1 
Or.FRJDiJEN 



Paragraph 7 does not aoplv to oral questions with deiJals. 
to be tiealt with in a debate piU'Suant to the fourth 
subparagraph of paragraph 1. 

The vote on a reouest for an earlv vote on a motion for a 
resolution to wind fill the debate on an oral question 
must take p/ace, pursuant to the second subparagraph of 
pamgrqph 7, as soon as the motion for a resoludon 11118 
been d(§trlbuled. if IJOfSibll a1 the end of the debqlf. ~ 
Vote on the I!!Oifon for a resoludon Itself l!!llfl tqke Place 
a1 the next silting. qt a dme set by the President. 

(Amendment No. 56) 
Rule 59 

Rule 59 

Ougdons for Oral answer without debate 

.L. Any Member may out questions to the 
Co!runission, to the Council <X' to the Foreisn Ministers 
meeting in European Political Cooperation and ask that 
they be placed on the yenda d Parliament and dealt 
with by the procedwe ppyided for under this Rule. 

Such aue§tions shall be submitted in writing to the 
President. who shall place them before the E'nlarged 
Bureau at the next meeting IJeld for the pwpose of 
drawing up the draft agenda. 
The Fnlwged Bureau shall decide whe!her the question is 
to be C90VJ!!ed into a question for written 'answer• <X' for 
oral answer at Question Time. or whether it is to be clealt 
with by the procedure JlOyided for under this RuJe. 

The decision of the Fnlarged Bureau shall be notified 
immecliateJy to the questioner and to the institutions 
concerned. If the question is addressed to the 
Commission such notification shall be made at lgast one 
week. and if to the Council at least five weekS before 
the opening of the sitting on whose agenda it is to 
~ 

2. Questions may be put to the Foreisn Ministers 
meeting in European Political Cooperation under the 
same conditions as laid down in this Rule for auestions 
to the Council. 

~ Questions shall be clewly wordecl and relate to 
specific points. not to problems of a general nature. 
Parliament 5hall set aside not more than half a day 
during e8Ch Pari-session for CX'a1 answers to these 
questions. Questions that remain unmswerecl during that 
period 5hall be carried forwani to the next part-session <X' 

conVerted into questions for written apswer. IS the 

auest.imer mav choose· 
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~ The Q!!SiiOQF !ball read out ~is-~· He . 
may pals to it for not more than ten nunuta. A 
member of the institution copcemed shall giu ! ~At 
answer· Whe the question is addressed to the 
Conuni§!ion. !be questioner may ask one or !WO 
supplementary questions. to wbich lbe rneml* of !his 
ipsd!Jdion shall W a brief !!S!'er. 

~ The Enlged BH!ftU may ask tbt audps gf 
questions to !'!Wcrd ..... 

~ If the author of an oral guestiog without 
debate so requests. !he quMiop s11a11 er witl!clraw!L 

(Amendmept No. 57) 
Rule 59A (Qew) 

Rule S9A 

Rpmnendations to tbe Co~ 

1. Twenty-lbree Membe!;J or a poJiti£8lsqpup may tpble 
a (!IOPOS8l for 11 recommmda!im to • Council : 
cgncenUng subiects w n!la Y 5d VI of tbe Ttejltv 
OD EuroQean Unioo. . 

2. such~ $•" "'refe!Ie£1 to fle ~Ufe 
!'eSIJqfiSible for oonsideraijgn. • -

Wbere f!II!:OI!iate. the committee sJaU refer the """" 
to ParUamegt in ICSlO!'d4!!ce with tbJ JtC'9S!du!!s l!jd 
down in these Rules. 

3. Wbe!l wesenlinJ its '!000· the CO!I!!!YM$ 
responsible sball svbmit to Pyliameqt a 'prgposal for , 
~m to the Council. toatber with a brief 
explgtory statement and· vd!$R ajpppciJ!e. the 
opinions of !he committees cgnsulted. 

4. -In case of urgency. the IJ!'QvisiOO§ of gule 1258 !fall 
!JmlL 

<Amendment No. 58) 
Rule 60 

Question nme 

1. Question Tune sball be held at each 
part-session at such times as may be decided by 
Patliameot on a proposal from the Fn!prged Btgau. 

2. Questions sbal1 be submitted in writios to the 
President, wbo sball decidf wbe!her they u admissiJ?le; 
be shall determine the order in which they will be taken, 
and bow they will be ppuped. 

The questioner sball be DOlified immedialely of .tl!! 
;ertsideot's decisioo. 
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such times as may be decided by Partiament m a 
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3. During Question T'une any Member may PY! 
oral questions to the Commission or Council· in 
aocordance with the provisions of this Rule. 

~ Questions may be out to the Foreisn Ministers 
meetigg in European Political Cooperation under the 
same conditioos as laid doym in this Rule for guestiogs 
to !he Council. 

~ Questions out to the Council and the Foreign 
Ministers shall be taken first on the second day of 
Question Time. 

~ . At each part-segioo. any Member may put 

only one gyestion respectively to the Commissioo. the 
Council and the Foreisn Ministers. 

7. The procedure for the conduct of Questioo 
Time shaD be goyemed by-guidelines (1). 

(1) See Annex D 

3. Questions shall be submitted in writing to the 
President, who shall rule on their admissibility and on 
the order in which they are to be taken. The questioner 
shaD be notified immediately of !bi! decision. 

~ Deleted 

5. Deleted 

~ Deleted 

7. The detailed procedure shall be laid down in 
guidelines (1). 

(1) See Annex D 

(Amendment No. 59) 
Rule 61 

Rule 61 Deleted 

Debate following Ouestion 11me Deleted 

.L. Before the close of Question Time. any .L. Deleted 
political group or at Jeast seven Members may request 
that a debate be held immediately thereafter on the 
answer given by the Commission· the Council or the 
Foreign Ministen meeting in European Political 
Cooperatioo on a specific matter of general ~md topical 
intere§t. 

2. Such a debate may be requested only after the ~ Deleted 
Commission. the Council or the Foreign Ministers have 
replied to aU supplementary questions on the specific 
matter concerned. 

J:, The decision as to whether to bold the 3. Deleted 
requested debate shall be taken by the Presiclent only at 
the close of Ouestion Time a shaD not be subject to 
debate· If he receives more than one sudl request he 
shaD decide thereon. without debate. 

4. The debate shall be limited to ooe hour, 4. Deleted 
excluding speaking time set aside for the Commission, 
the Council or the Foreign Ministers. No Member may 
speak for more than five minutes. 

~ The order of speaking shall be governed by ~ Deleted 
Rule §4. the first speaker b!ing a sookesman for the 
oolitical sroup or the Member! who requested the deble. 
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(Amendment No. 60) 
Rule62 

QuesdoM for written answer 

1. Questions for written answer may be put by 
any Member to the Commission. to the Council or to tbe 
FOJ!iP Ministers meeting in European Polidsal 
Cooperation. 

lbw questions shall be brief and relate to specific 
points falling within the sd!ere of ll:tiyities of the 
Communities; they shall be submitted in writipg to the 
Pgsident. who shall communicate !hem to the insdlutiO!! 
concerned. 

2. Questions to whidl answers have been siven 
shall be published. together with the answers. in the 
Qfficial Journal d the E1!opean Communities· 

3. Questions to which no answer has beep giyep 
within one month by the Commission. or wilhin two 
mgnths by lhe Cowlcil or the Foreip Minil.-s meeting 
in Ewopean Political Cooperatiql. shall be recooled. 
pending an mswer. in the Official Journal of the 
European Communities with details of the DU!Ilber. 
au!hor. date and subiect· and of the clocumem in which 
they ure published in ruu. 

1. Questions for written answer may be put by any 
Member to the Council or the Commission. 

2. Ouestions shall be submitted m writing to the 
President who aball forws:l them to the Institution 
COI!CII'iled. 

3. Oues!ioos !lld anmp sbaU be wbJisbed in 1be 
Official J0!81111 st the Ewopean Communities. 

~ If a question cannot be answered within the time 
limit set. the author mn request thatd!e question be 
placed 0!! lhe agenda of !be next meeting of the 
committee responsible. Rule 60 shall apply mutatis 
mytpdis. 

~ Oueslions wbicb require • immediate answer but 
no detailed ll!fS?I!d! (piority guestioos) shall be 
answered wiJhin three web· Bad! Mtrnber may tabl! 
one priority guesrioo ead! month· 

6. Other questions (non-prigrity questiogs) shaU be 
answered within six weeks· 

7. Membeg shall indicate which type of question 
they are submittiOg. The f'mal decision sh!ll be Jalcen by 
the President. 

(Ameodment No. 61) 
Rule 63 A. 

MoCionl for resolutions 

1. Any Member may table a motion for a . 
resolution of not more than 200 words oo a mauer falling 
within the sphere of activities d the Comnu!!ities· Such 
motions shall be J!'inted and distributed in the official 
llnguues and referred to the api!OI!iate committee. 
moyided no request is made pursuant to Rule 64(1), 
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2. The committee shall decide by what procedure 
each motion for a resolution should be considered and 
inform the President and the author or authcn rJ its 
decision· The committee may c1ecide to COO§ider jointly 
simil!' motions on related subjects and to cmsider a 
mqtioo for a resolution in ooniunctioo with a Jext whidt 
bas already been referred to it. 

3. Where the committee decides to dr!w up a 
report it shall include the text of the motiop for a 
resolution in its report. 

4. Instead rJ drawing up a report. the committee 
may clecide to eXJ!!SS its views in an opinion for the 
attention of the Cqmmission. the Council or the Foreisn 
Ministers meeting in European Political Cooperation. The 
OPinion may take the form of a letter. Such ooinions 
shall. at the request of the committee. be forwarded by 

the President to the institutions concerned. 

~ The appropriate committee shall 
decide what prooedure is to be adopted. 

It may combine the motion for a resolution with other 
motions for resolutions or reports. 

It may adopt an opinion, whidt may take the form of a 

~ 

It maY decide to chw up a report. In that case it shall 
require the apppval of the Conference rJ Chainnen. 

3. The authors of a motion for a resolution shall be 
informed of the decisions of the committee and the 
Conference of Olainnen. 

4. The report shall contain the text of the motion for 
a resolution. 

2:, Opinions in the form of a letter addressed to other 
institutions of the E!!0pe81! Union shaD be forwarded by 
the President. 

(Amendment No. 62) 
Rule 64(1), (2) and (3) 

Debates on topical and urpnt subjeets of major importanee 

1. A political goup or at least twenty-three 
Members may ask the President in writing for a debate to 
be held on a topical and urgent subject of major 
im~. whidt shall be held as part of one of the 
slebates on toPical and urgent subjects of rnaior 
importance provided for in !he agenda mnuant to Rule 
~ Such a request must be linked with a motioo for a 
resolution tabled pwsuant to Rule 63. The President 
shaD notify Parliament immediately of any request !2r_! 
debate on a topical and urgent subject rJ major 
importance and the request shall be printed and 
dis!ributed in the official l!lguages. 

2. After a meeting with the oolitical group 
dtainneg and a representative of the Noo-attachecl 
Members. the President shall draw up a list of subjects to 
be included on the agenda of the next debate on topical 
and urgent subjects of major importance on the basis rJ 
the requests referred to in paragraph 1 and in actXll'dance 
with the provisions of Annex m. The total number of 
subjects included oo the agenda shall not exceed five. 
The President shall notify Parliament of this list not later 
than at the resumption rJ the sitting oo the afternoon of 
the same day. In drawing uo this list. the President shall 
. ensure that during a p!'t-session a balance is maintained 
bo!b between the requests from the oolitical groups and 
between these reauests and those from individual 
Members. 
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1. A political goup or at least twenty-three Members 
may ask the President in writing for a debate to be held 
on a topical and urgent subject rJ major importance 
<Rule 73(3)). Such a request must be linked with a 
motion for a resolution. The President shall notify 
Parliament immediately of any such request. 

2. The Conference of Chainnen shall draw up a list 
of subjects to be included on the agenda of the next 
debate on topical and urgent subjects of major 
importance on the basis of the requests refeaed to in 
pmagrapb 1 and in accordance with the provisions of 
Annex m. The total number rJ subjects included on the 
agenda shall not exceed five. The President shall notify 
Parliament of tbis list not later than at the resumptioo of 
the sitting oo the afternoon rJ the same day. 
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Up to the end of the sitting on the same day, a political 
JfOUP or at least twenty-three Members may oppose this 
decision in writing, stating ttleir reasons, and move that 
Parliament abandon a topic due to be debated and/or 
include am unacheduled topic in the debate without, 
however, exceeding the maximum number of topics laid 
down by this Rule. The vote on their, objections sball 
take place without debate at the beginoiag of the next 
day's sitting. 

3. The total speaking time for the political groups 
and Non-attached Members shall be aUocated in 
accordance with the pocedure laid down in Rule 83(2) !2 
(4) within the maximum time for debates oo topical pi 
wsent subjects of major imponece of three hours pet 
part-session. 

Airy time remaining after taking account of the time 
required for the introduction of and vote oo the motions 
for resolutions and the time agreed on for statements, if 
any, by the Commission and Council, shall be broken 
down between the political groups and the Noo-attacbed 
Members. 

Up to the eod of the sitting on the same day, a poli~ 
group or at least twenty-three MemberS may oppose this 
decisioo in writing, stating their· reasons, and move that 
Parliament abandon a topic due to be debated and/ot 
include am unacheduled topic in the debate without, 
however, exceeding the maximum number of topics laid 
down by this Rule. The vote on their objections sball 
take place without debate at the beginning of the next 
day's sitting. 

3. The total speaking time for the political groups and 
Noo-attacbed Members sbaU be allocated in accotdance . 
with the procechn laid down in Rule 83(2) J!!!! (4) 
within the IIIIXimum time for debates of three hours per 
part-session. 

Airy time remaining after taking account of the time 
required for the introductioo of and vote on the motions 
for resolutions amd the time agreed oo for statements, if 
any, by the Commission and Council, sball be broken 
down between the political groups amd the Non-attached 
Members. 

(Amendment No. 63) 
Rule 67 

Conlultatlon on appointment of Membel] ot the 
Court c( AucUtog 

Before the appointment of Members of the Court of 
Auditors by the Council pursuant to Article 2Q6(4) of the 
EEC Treatt. Parliament sl!all adop! 11 opinioo m this 
matter on the basis of a motioo for a resolution tabled by 
the appropriaJe committee· 

Appointment of the membep of the Court of 
Audlton 

.L. Candidates proposed as Member's of. the Court of' 
Auditors shall be invited to make a statement before the 
committee responsible and answer auestions put by 
member!. 

~ The committee responsible sball malce a 
reoommendatim to Parliament as to whether !he 
proposed candidate should be approved. 

3. The vote shall take Place wi!hin two months of the 
receipt et the proposal unless Parliament. at the request 
of the committee responsible. a political group or 
twentt-tbree Members. decides otherwise. 

~ If the ooinim adopted by Parliament is negative, 
the President shall request the Council to withdr!w its 
proposal amd submit a new propgsal to Parliament. 

(Amendment No. 64) 
Rule 68A (new) 
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.L. Parliament shall monitor the implemeotation of !be 
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other committees coocemed. 
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~ Each vear it shall however consider the problems 
involved in the implementation of the curTent budget. 
where apprup iate on the basis of a motion for a 
resolution tabled bv its committee responsible and before 
the first reading of the draft budget for the following 
finlllCial year. 

<Ameoclment No. 65) 
Rule 69(1) 

TabUna and mmna amendments 

1. Any Member may ~le amendments for coasideratioo 
in committee. 

Ameodments for coosideration in Parliament may be 
tabled by a political group, a committee or at least 
twenty-three Members. · 

Amendments shall be tabled in writing and siped by 
their authors. 

1. Any Member may table amendments for 
consideratioo in committee. 

Amendments for coosideratioo in Parliament may be 
tabled by the committee responstble, a political group or 
at least twenty-tine Members. 

Amendments shall Le tabled in writing and signed by 
1beir autlxn. 

<Amendment No. 66) 
Rule 71 

Referral c( amendments to the committee responsible 

L In cases !'here the oonunittee responSible 
submits a report to Parliament. the President jlall set a 
time limit within whicb Members may table amegdments 
to 1bis report and wbidl allows the committee responst'ble 
sufficient time for it to giye its yiews OD lhe amendrnen!i 
·before lhe deba!e in Pldiament. Members shall be 
informed of this time limit when the report is distributed; 
alterpatively. it will be indicated on the draft yenda for 
the PJ!1·sessioo at which the report is to be considered. 

~ If. when the time limit has expired. more than 
ty<entv amendments have been tabled other than lhe 
amendments already tabled bv the committee responsible. 
the President shall refer them to this committee. Wlless 
Parliament decides otherwise on a proposal from the 
President. lhe chainnan of the committee responsible or 
the rapporteur. In the event of referral. lhe committee 
shall examine the amendment§ and put them to the vote, 
with a yiew to submitting a supplementary written report 
at the next J)J!1-session. to which the debate shall be held 
over accordinglv. This report shall contain the full text 
of each amendment. including any compromise 
amendments tabled by 1he committee. !ld !be result of 
tbe yote • 

Deleted 

L Deleted 

~ Deleted 

.t The committee's oonsicleration of the ~ Deleted 
amendmegts shall take place in oublic. Authors of 
amenclments who are not members of the cqnmittee shall 
be entitled to attend to moye their amendments. Rule 
1 0(3) shall not aPPly to such committee mpp. 
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4 Amf!!dmeD!S which gording to !la Doolement¥y repon baye beep rejected in ·~ 
!!haU oply be put to tbe vote in Parliament if ... 
been ~ in writipg by a committee or at ltgst 
tweoty;dm Members bef<n !be expiry of !be gegera1 
""dU"' set fw tlblin& amenclments ip MJment. 

~ ExeP in !he cases !!ferred to in Rule 92(4), 
no amendment mav be put to tbe vOfe iQ Parliament 
Olber Jban those whicb have been tabled withip !he time 
limit referred to in par8ll'81lb 1. 

tAmendmeat No. 67) 
Rule 73 

Dnftapnda 

1. Before each part-session, the draft agenda sball 
be awn up by the Enlarged Bweau taking ioto I!CCOUQ! 
the greed annvaiiegisJative J!'()8I'8!!U!le referrecl !0 io 
Rule 29a and after oonsulting the po1itical sroups and the 

committees· 

8efm the opening of each part-sessiog. the final cQft 
agenda to be submitted to Mamept shall be esaablisbed 
at a meeting between tbe President and 1be poli1ica1 
ppup cbainneo. A representative of !be Non-altlched 
Memberl shall be invi!ed to attend !be !!'!'!!inS· 

1be Commission and the Couocil may atteod the 
deliberations on the draft aaeada at the invitation of the 
President. 

2. The draft aaeoda may indicate voting times fw 
certain items down for consideration. 

3. One or two periods, together totalling a 
maximwn of tbree hours, sball be set aside io the draft 
agenda for debates on topical and urgent subjects of 
major importance pursuant to Rule 64. 
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1. Before each part-session the draft apnda sball ~ 
drawn up by 1be Coof"'!P of 9lfimtn gp tb! basis of 
!'e90!!U!legda!igns by the petigg of C<fJ!!Dittee clyjmleo 
and taking Jpto l5lCClU!! tF fJZI!&d IQl!lllltsisJetiye · 
ppgnme refsm!d to in Rule 3§&. . 

The Commission and Couoci1 may aateDd the 
deb,_..oos et tbe Cmfegpce of Q!1innsn on the draft 
lpDda at 1be iDvitadoo of 1be President. 

2. The draft aaeoda may indicate wtins times fw certain 
ilems ... for coosideratioo. 

3. One or two periods, to,gedler totJIJigg a maximum of 
tbree ..,...., shall be set aside ip the draft aaencJa for 
debates on topical 8Dd uraent subjeds of majQr 
impor1anoe pnuant to Rule 64. 

4. The final versigp of !be draft Menda sball be 
di!!!n'bufed to Memlzers at leut !hr!e hgyg befp the 
beginning of tbe a:t-sepioo. 
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CAmeodment No. 68) 
Rule 74(1) and (2) 

Adopting and amending the agenda 

1. At the beginning of each part-session, 
Parliament shall decide m the draft agenda submitted to 
it by the President without amendment o1her than such as 
mav be proposed by the laiter, or to him in writing by at 
leas! twenty-three Members. on the !!!derstanding that a 
political group or at 1east thirteen Member! shall bave the 
ri!dn to propose. at eacb part-session, me amendment to 
!he draft agenda. Any such proposals must be ~iwd 
by the President at least one bour befCI'e the opening of 
the part-sessim. On such a proposal only the mover. one 
speaker in favOJI' !!Cl one speaker against may be beard. 
in each M for a maximum of three mipules. 

2. Once adapted, the aaencta sball not be 
amended, except in applicatim of Rules ZL 75 aDd 102 
to 106 or m a proposal from the President. 

Whe~ the President proposes 1111 amendment to the 
agendq. the onlv speakers who mar be hearrl be(o~ the 
vote shall be one speaker in favour, one speqker against 
and the chairman or the rapporteur of the committee 
IMJOMible. in eacl! case (or a maximum of three 
mfnutes. 

If a procedural motion to amend the agenda is rejected, it 
shall not be tabled again during the same part-sessioo. 

1. At the beginning of each part-session, Parliament 
shall decide m the final versim of the draft agenda. 
Amendments may be goposed by a committee. a 
political group or at least twenty-three Members. Any 
such pvposals must be received by the President at least 
one hour befCI'e the opening of the part-session. I!!! 
President may give the floor to the mover, one speaker 
in favour and one speaker again5t. The maximum 
speaking time shall be one minute. 

2. Once adopted, the aaenda sball not be amended, 
except in applicatim d IWles 75 and 103 to 106 or m a 
p-oposal from the President. 

If a procedural motion to amend the agenda is rejected, 
it sball not be tabled aaain during the same part-sessioo. 

(Amendment No. 69) 
Rule 83 

Alloeatlon ~speaking time 

1. The President may. after consulting the 
chainnen of the political sroups. propose to Pwliament 
that speaking time be allocated fcr a particulw debate. 
Parliament shall decide on this proposal without debate. 

2. . The President shall allocate speaking time in 
accordance with the following criteria: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

a first fractim of speaking time shall be 
divided equally among all the political groups; 

a f1l1hea' fraction shall be divided among the 
political groups in proportion to the total 
number of their members; 

the Non-attached Members sball be allocated 
an overall speaking time based on the fractions 
allocated to each political group under 
sub-paragrapbs (a) and (b). 

1. The Conference of Chainnen may propose to 
Parliament that speaking time be allocated for a 
particular debate. Parliament shall decide on the 
p-oposal without debate. 

2. Speaking time shall be allocated in accordance 
with the following criteria: 

(a) a fii'St fractim of speaking time shall be divided 
equally among all the political groups; 

(b) a further fraction shall be divided among the 
political groups in proportion to the total number 
of their members; 

(c) the Non-attached Members shall be allocated an 
overall speaking time based on the fractioos 
allocated to each political group under 
sub-pngnpbs (a) and (b). 

J:, The speaking time of Non-attacbed Members, ~ Deleted 
calculated in acoordanoe with paragnph 2. shall be 
doubled so as to talce account of the great diversity of 
political vim among them and enable. as fw as 
possible. eacb sud! yiew to be expressed. 
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Each Nm·attachec! Member shaD be accorded !be gme 
spea1siftg time. V be c1ca not wish to use bis speaking 
time he may aaip it to lllSJ!ber Noo-ettm1wl Member. 

1be ru1es spyemigg lbe lliliptiqn ot 'P""'Rns time •"1 
be ciMmine!l by !he Enlarcesl Bweau. 

4. Where a total speaking time is allocated for 
several items oo the apada. the political groups sball 
iafann the President of the fractioo of their speakiog 
time to be uaed for each individual item. The Pnlsideot 
sbaD easure that tbele spea1ciDg times are respected. . 

5. No Member may spelk for more than .!!!:!! 
minutes op any of the followiag: the minutes of 
proceedinp, points of mler RI )I'008dural motions, 
amendments to the draft ageoda or to the aaeoda. m 
,., ParliarnM decides oktyise. penonal statements. 

4. ~ a total speakiDs time is aUocaaed for several 
items m the agenda. the political groups sbal1 infonn the 
President of the frac1ioa of their spealcins time to be 
uaed for eacb individual item. Tbe President shall 
ensure that these spealdog times are respected. 

5. No Member may speak for more tban qne minute oo 
any of the followio&: 1be minutes of proceedings, 
procedural motions, IIReDdmeats to the draft aaenda or 
to 1be aaeoc~a. 

(Amendmeot No. 70) 
Rule 84(5) 

Ust (#speakers 

5. Members of the Cammissioo al Council sbaD 5. Members c:J the Commission and Council shall be 
be beard at their request. 
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beard in the debate oo a report as t rule immediately 
after its pgsentatioo by !be qppgrteur. lbereafter 
Members of the Co!!unissioQ and Council shall be bwd 
lt their request. 

«•rpretation UIICIIanged) 

(Amendment No. 71) 
Rule 90A (new) 
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Rule MA 

,L Votiag oo a repqt !ball take pl!q on the basis of 
a ~tion from !he committee respopsible. The 
committee may delegate 1bis tJsk"tO its ftinnap agd 
ragpteur. 

~ The C(!!U!!ittee may recmunend !bat all or §fV!ll!l' 
amepdments be put to the vote colleclively. that they be 
!9Cep!ed or reiectecl or .declared void. 

It may al!JO pppose compromise amendments· 

,! Where the committee respoosible !JC9I!U!H!I!ds !bJt 
amenclmeats be put to 1he V9!e colleeti!ely. the vote og 
these amendments shall be taken first. 
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~ Where the conunittee respoosible proposes a 
compomise amendment it shall be given priority in 
votinJ. 

i:, Amendments for which a roll call vote has been 
requested shall be out to the vote indiyidually. 

~ A split vote shall not be admissible in the case of 
a collective vote or on a compromise amendment. 

(Amendment No. 72) 
Rule 91 

(Rule 91 is~ Rule 92) 

Rule 91 

Seoaratewtea 

1. Where the text to be put to the vote cootaias 
two or more provisions or references to two or more 
points or lends itself to division into two or more parts 
each with a distinct logical meaning and normative value, 
a separate vote on each p111 may be requested. 

2. Before the President declares the vote opeg. any 
Member mav make such a request for separate YdeS· 

Rule 92 

SpUtyotlnc 

1. Where the text tc be put to the vote contains two 
or more povisions or references to two or more points 
or lends itself to division into two or more parts eacb 
with a distinct logical meaning and nonnatiw value, a 
separate vote oo each part may be requested. 

2. The request may be macle no later than one hour 
before the time at which voting begins. wless the 
President fixes a different deadline. The President shall 
decide 00 the request. 

(Amendment No. 73) 
Rule 92 

(Rule 92 is renumbefed Rule 91) 

Order ~ vodn& on amendments 

Rule 92(7) 

7. The rapporteur or the chainnan of the 7. Deleted 
committee respoosible shall advise the President as to 
wbere paruraphs 3. 4. 5 or 6 may be used. 

(Amendment No. 74) 
Rule 93 

Right to vote 

Rule91(7) 

The right to vote is a persooal right. Voting by ppxy is 
probibitecl. 

The right to vote is a personal right. 

Members shall cast their votes individually and in 
m!!S!!!:. 

(Jnt4rpretation 1111clumged} 

(Amendment No. 75) 
Rule 94 
Vodna 

1. Nannally Parliament shall vote by show of hands. 1. Namally Parliament shall vote by show of hands. 
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2. If the President decides that 1he result of !he !iboW 9! 
.blmll is doubtful, a fresh wte shall be taken by sitting 
and standing. 

3. If !be President decides that 1he result ot !his last vote 
is doub!ful. the vote shall be taken by roll call iD 
accordance with Rule! 95t2> or 96. 

2. If the President decides dHit the ._.lt is doubtfdt, a 
lre$b vore sbaD be tlkeft !!Sing !be e1ectt9tDc tpti8B 
system M!d. if the lader .is not wcxkips. by sitting and 
standing. 

3. The mult of !he • lbaU be f!CQ!'decL 

(Amendment No. 76) 
Rule 98 

Explanatt0111 tl vote 

1. Once the general debate and consideration of 1he texts 
have been ooncluded. explanations of vote may be given 
before 1he final vote. proyided that a request to do so has 
been submitted to the President before the !wrinning gt 
tbat vote. 

1k qbsence of a final vote during the second reading on . 
the Council's common positions rneruant to Rule 98 
qc/udfs the eossfbllity ofglving qDigngtiorls of vote. 

No further requests to give explanations of vote shall be 
accepted once 1he first explanation of vote has begun. 

2. A Member who does not choose !0 give an 
oral explanation of vote may request that a written 
explmation of vote. noc exceeding 200 words· be 
included in the verb!dm report of proceedinss. 

~ Explanations of ypte shall last npt more than 
one and a half minutes. but each political croup may give 
an explanation of yote lasting up to three minutes. 

~ Explanations of vote shall not be admisSI'ble in 
cases of votes on ppcedural matters. 

~ Where a final vote has been postponed under 
Rule 89(3) or (5) or for any other reason, ,and 

explanations of vote have already been given. no further 
explmations of vote shall be admissible before the final 
vote is eyentually taken. 

Once a Commission eroposal or a report hqs been put to 
the yote wilhou£ debate pursuant to Rule 38. Members 
art deemed to have waiVf4 the right to an oral 
explgnation of yote. In this case Rule 98(2) applfq. 

1. Once the general debate has beep concluded. anr 
Membe£ may gi"Ve • on1MPIMaliop oa &he final +oce 
for not 1opcer !lW! one mip.ut! er: giy! • m• . 
explanatiog of 1!9 !!!!!'! !hm a 1V9!'ds. whicfl shall be 
included in 1he vtdPatipll!pOit of l!lW!idings. 

Apy polifical sroup may aiye • g>Jagatiop of yott 

lasdpg not 1110!! - two Dtigutes. 

No further requests to give explanations of vote shall be 
accepted once the first explanation of vote has begufl. 

2. Explaaadqls of yote shaD not be admissible ig 
cases of yo!eS on pocechnl matters. 

~ Deleted 

~ Deleted 

6. Whsg a Commission l!l'OpOSal or a "'19(! is on fae. 
Menda of ParJiwnt pul'9l!tnt tp Rules 37<$ er 38. 
Member! mav submit writteo ppJ!9!fimt ot yqe 
J!I!'IW!!t !p p!I'88I'!IJh 1 I 

(Amendment No. 71) 
Rule 100 

Points tl order and procedural motions 

1. A Member who asks to raise a point of order 1. Deleted 
shall have a prior risbt to do so (Rule 101). 
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2. A Member who asks to move a procedural 
motioo. namelYi 

(!) the inadmissibility of a matter (Rule 102); 

(b) referral back to committee (Rule 103); 

(c) the closure cl a debale (Rule 1 04); 

(d) the adjoununent of a debate (Rule 105): 

(e) the suspension or closure of the sitting (Rule 106); 

shaD have a prior right to do so· 

Only the following shall be beard oo motions (a) to (e): 
!he mover rJ the motion, ooe speaker in favour and one 
against, and the chairman or rappmeur of !1!9!. 
committee concerned. each for not more dull three 
minutes. 

3. The matten referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 sball 
take precedence over the main question. the discussion of 
which shall be suspended while they are being 

cmside!!d· 

2. Reauests to move a procedural motion. namely: 

(!) Deleted 

(b) refeml back to committee (Rule 103); 

(c) the closure rJ a debate (Rule 1 04); 

(d) the adjournment of a debate (Rule 105); 

(e) the suspension or closure of the sitting (Rule 
106); 

shall take precedence over other requests to speak. 

Only tbe following shall be beard on these motions in 
addition to the mover: one speaker in favour and one 
against llld tbe cbair.rdlll or rapporteur of the committee 
responsible. 

3. Speaking time shall not exceed one minute. 

(Amendment No. 78) 
Rule 101 

Points ~order 

1. A Member may raise a point of order. i.e. draw the 
attention of the President to any failure to respect 
Parliament's Rules of Proceciure. He or she shall specify 
which Rule or Rules are not being respected and shall 
not speak for more than one minute. A point of order 
shaD take precedence over requests to speak on the 
subject of the debate. 

2. The President shall take an immediate decision on 
points of order in accordance with the Rules of 
Procedure and shaD amounce his ruling immediately 
after the point of order has been raised. 

3. Exceptiooally, be may state that be will announce 
his ruling later, but not more than twenty-four hours after 
the point of order was raised. The postponement of the 
ruling shall not entail the adjournment of the debate. The 
President may refer the matter to the appropriate 
committee. 
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1. A Member may be allowed to speak to draw the 
attention of the President to any failure to respect 
Parliament's Rules of Procedure. The Member shall 
first specify to which rule he/she is referring. 

1 a A reauest to raise a point of order shall take 
precedence over all other requests to speak. · 

.Th Speaking time shall not exceed one minute. 

2. The President shall take an immediate decision on 
points of order in accordance with the Rules of 
Procedure and shaD announce his ruling immediately 
after tbe point of order has been raised. No vote shall 
be taken on the point of order. 

3. ExceptiooaUy, he may state that he will announce 
his ruling later, but not more than twenty-four hours 
after tbe point of order was raised. The postponement of 
the ruling shall not entail the adjournment of the debate. 
The President may refer the matter to the appropriate 
committee. 
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(Amendment No. 79) · 
Rule 103 

Refemd, baek to~ 

1. Referral back to committee may be requested by 
anv Member at any time during the deba!e before the 
final vote begins. subject to Rule 99(2), 

A request for referral back to committee may also be 
made at the beginning of each part-session. during the 
discussion of the draft agenda. subject to the same 
conditions as for an amendment to the draft ageocla 
pwsumt to Rule 74(1). 

Aop/Jcadon of Rule 41){2) does not preclude a request for 
referml back to committee pursuant to Rule 103. . 

17te VOle shall be taken lmmediatelv on the request (or 
referml back to committee. ar a check 01! the quorum 
hqs bee" requested and the quorum is not present. the 
provisions of Rule 89(3) final sentence and Rule 103(2) 
sl!qll not applv and Parliament shall proceed with the 
debate,) 

2. The matter shall be referred back to the committee 
responsible where. pursuant to Rule 89(3). two yotes 
haye been taken following a request for a s:heck on the 
aUO!lUD· without the quorwn being present. 

Paragraph 2 shall not applv to votes on proceduml 
motions but onlv to voiQ on lhe subiect matter ltselt 

3. Referral back to committee sbal1 entaD suspension 
of the discussion md vote in Parliament on the item 
under consideration. If the request for referral back to 
committee is accepted after a Member has already 
spoken on behalf of a political group. only one Member 
may speak from each political group which has not vet 
provided a speaker in that debate. 

4. When referring a matter back to committee, 
Parliament may set a time limit within which the 
committee shall report its oooclusioos. 

5. If a motion requesting referral blck to committee is 
reJected. it shall not be t!bled again during that debate. 

If a request is made for a report to be referred back to 
committee pursuant to Rule 103, the committee 
responsible is obliged to submit a new report to 
Parliament 171is obligation derives (rpm the fact that. 
once a report hqs been tabled. Parliament has sole 
disqretlon to decide on how the report submitted fpr it£ 
consf4emtign is to be treated. 

Under Rule 103. a reguest tor referral back to commigee 
mav also be mgde during the mrtial vote 011 a tqt up to 
the point at which !he final Vote 011 the text as a whole is 
911fned bv the President pursuant to Rule 90{1)(d), 
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1. Referral back to ccmnli._ lllllY be ~~ by A 
political 8I'9I!R or at s• tunt¥·!lat Mpnbers !1!m · 
the yeocta is fia4 or Wcn !be aiot 1!\e .. or 
!befipalyqte. ' 

2. A lJ9!!S! mav be aa gnty CJR • s ot 
these dge 1!'09edural$P!· 

3. Referral back to CQIDJJiittee shall ~tan ~ 
of tbe discussion et !be item. 

4. Parliament may set a time lUnit wilhin wbich the 
conunittee sball repgrt its conclusions. 
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17ae tabling ofa request for referral back to committee 
during the discussion of the draft agenda at the 
beginning of each part-session shall not preclude such a 
requqt being retabled during the debate before the Rnal 
vote begins. 

(Amendment No. 80) 
Rule 104(1) 

ClcJsure ~ a debate 

1. A debate may be closed before tbe list of speakers 
has been exhausted on a proposal from the President or 
11 the request of the chairman of a political gaup or at 
leasa thirteen Members. 

Such a proposal or motion shall be pHI to the vote 
· immfdialelv. 

1. A debate may be closed before the list of 
speakers has been exhausted on a proposal from the 
President or at the request of a political group or at least 
twen!v-!bree Members. Such a proposal or reauest shall 
be put to the vote immediatelv. 

(Amendment No. 81) 
Rule 105 

AcQournment ~a debate 

1. Before or during a debate on an item on the agenda, 
any Member may move that the debate be adjourned to a 
specific date and time. 

Sucl! a motion mav onlv be made immediatelv before or 
during the debate. 

Such a motion shaU be put to lhe vo(e immfdialflv. 

1. At the start of a debate on an item on the agenda, ! 
political group or at least twenty-three Members may 
move that the debate be adjourned to a specific date and 
time. Such a motion shall be put to the vote 
immediately. 

(Amendment No. 82) 
Rule 106 

Suspension or dosure ~the sitting 

The sitting may be suspended or closed during a debate 
or a vote if Parliament so decides on a proposal fn:m the 
President or at the request of tbe chairman of a political 
group or at least thirteen Members. 

Such a proposal or motion shall be put to the vote 
lmme4fate/v. 

The sitting may be suspended or closed during a debate 
or a vote if Parliament so decides on a proposal fn:m 
the President or at the request of a political group or at 
least twentv-tlwee Members. 

Such a proposal or motion shall be put to the vote 
immediately. 

(Amendment No. 83) 
Rule 107(3) 

Minutes 

3. If any objections are raised to the minutes of 
proceedings, Parliament shall, if necessary, decide 
whether the changes requested should be considered. No 
Member may speak OD the minutes for more than three 

minutes· 
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3. If any objections are raised to the minutes of 
proceedings, Parliament shall, if necessary, decide 
whether the changes requested should be considered. 
No Member may speak OD the minutes for more than 
one minute. 
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<Amendment No. 84) 
Rule 109(3) 

Rule 109(3) 

1. Parliament JbiU, at the request of one quarter of its 
S11!D1 Members, let up committees of inquiry to 
investiaate alleged contraventions of Conununity law or 
ioatances of maladminislrati with respect to 
Conununity respopsibiJities. The request shall !gdicatf 
the m@ to be investiPW llld contain a hptifqtioa in 
sufficient detail for the President· without referegce to 
Parliament. to decide wile$« the conctitians are met. 

1be provisions of these Rules of Procedure relatina to 
committees sblll apply to the ppceedinp to the 
committee of inquiry and to the power! of its cbainnan· 

A committee of inquiry shall consist of DO more than 
fifteen members. It shall 90DCiude its work within a 
period not exceedjpg nine months bv submitting a report 
to Parliament on the outcome of its inquiry; it shall not 
be entitled to submit any modC!l for a rp)lution to 
Parliament. Only full members and permanent substitutes 
may vote in committees of iaquiry. 
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Rule 109A 

Temporary committees of lnqulrv 

.L. Parliament may, at the request of one quarter of its 
Members, let up temporary committee~~ of inquiry to 
investigate alleged CCIIltraVentions of Conununity law or 
instanoea of maladministrati in the imolementatkln of 
Ccmmunity law· indicating d1eir CSJDpgsiliog and 1he 
time limit wiJbin whicb 1hev mMI! eompltte their M. 
wbidl may pot exceed nine mgodts. 

~ A committee of iDquiry sbaD consist of no more 1ban 
fifteen members. 

3. The moc1us operapdi of temPO!•v committees of 
inquiry sball be goyemed bv the provisions of these 
Rules of Prooechn relating to committees, !!!!.!! 
Olherwise specifically pmyided for in this Rule. 

Only full members and pennanent substitutes may vote 
in tempon1 v committees of inquiry. 

~ TemiX!'!I!'f committees d inQuiry may not submit 
motisg for resolutiogs to Parliament. When they 
complete their work 1hev sball submit to Parliament a 
repon on the results ot their m. a<!CO!I!P!!!ied bv 
minority opinions if app! opriate. 

~ Tanpor!l v committees d inquiry may inStruct their 
cbainnan. yice-chajrrnen or Ey o1her member to carrv' 
out perticulF tasks and to report tbereon. 

Z. The bur!au of a tempsgv oomrni!!ee of inquiry may 
make ppyision for handling certain infonytioo 
confidentially. 

~ The President of Parliament shall !ake all !he 
necessary steps to enSlft 1bat !be cgnclusions of the 
inquiry n actec1 upon in practice. 
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(Amendment No. 85) 
Rule 110 

Composition ~ eonunitteel 

1. Committee membe£s shall be elected after 
nominations have been subnitted to the Bgu by the · 
political groups, the Non-attached Members or at least 
thirteen Members. The Bl!!:!m! shall submit to ParHameot 
proposals designed to ensure fair represeotation ol 
Member States and of poHtical views. 

When a Member changes polllical groups he shall retain. 
for the remainder of his two alld a half~ term of 
ojftce, the seats he holds in parllamelllal'y cowuniltees. 
However, if a Member's change of political group has 
the effect of disturbing the fair representalioll of political 
views In a committee, new proposals for the composition 
of that committee shall be made by the ~in 
accordance with the procedure laid down In paragraph 
1, second sentence, whereby the individual rights of the 
Member concerned shaU be guaranteed. 

2. Amendments to the proposals of the Bureau shall be 
admissible only if they .-e tabled by at least !birteen 
Members. Parliament shall vote on such amendments by 
secret ballot. 

3. Members shall be deemed to be elected on the basis 
of the Bureau's proposals, as and where amended 
pw"SUant to paragraph 2. 

4. In circumstances of failure by a political group to 
submit nominations for membership of a committee of 
inquiry pursuant to paragaph 1 within a time limit set by 
the Bureau, the Bureau shall submit to Parliament ooly 
the nominations communicated to it within that time 
limit. 

5. The Bureau of ParHament may provisionally decide 
to fill any vacancy oo a committee with the agreement of 
the persons to be appointed llld having regard to 
paragraph 1. 

6. Any such changes shall be placed before Parliament 
for ratificatioo at 1he next sitting. 

1. Members of committees and committees of inauiry 
shall be elected after nominations have been submitted 
by the poHtical groups and the Non-attached Members. 
The Conference of cbainnen shall submit to Parliament 
proposals designed to ensure fair representation of 
Member States D1 of poHtical views. 

When a Member changes political groups he shall 
retain. for the remainder of his two and a half year term 
of office, the seats he holds In parliamenlaly commillees. 
However, if a Member's change of polilkal group has 
the effect of disturbing the fair representalion of political 
views In a commiltee, new proposals for the composition 
of drat commiltee shaU be made by the Conference of 
Chairmen in accord:..~~ce with the procedure laid down 
in paragraph 1, second sentence, whereby the individual 
rights of the Member concemed shall be guaranteed. 

2. Amendments to the proposals of the Conference of 
Chainnen shall be admissible only if they are tabled by 
at least Iwenty-three Members. Parliament shall vote on 
such amendments by secret ballot. 

3. Members shall be deemed to be elected on the basis 
of the Conference of Chainnen 's proposals, as and 
where amended pursuant to paragraph 2. 

4. In circumstances of failure by a political group to 
submit nominations for membership of a committee of 
inquiry pursuant to paragraph 1 within a time limit set 
by the Conference of Chainnen. the Conference of 
Chainneo shall submit to Parliament only the 
nominations communicated to it within that time limit. 

5. The Conference of Chainnen may provisionally 
decide to fill any vacancy on a committee with the 
agreement of the persons to be appointed and having 
regard to paragraph 1. 

6. Any such chmges shall be placed bef«re Parliament 
for ratification at the next sitting. 

(Amendment No. 86) 
Rule 111(1) 

Substitutes 

1. The poUtical groups may appoint a nwnber d 
permanent substitutes for each committee equal to the 
number d full members representing them oo the 
committee. The President shall be informed accordingly. 
These permanent substitutes shall be entitled to attend 
and speak at committee meetings and, in the event of the 
absence of the full member, to take part in 1he vote. 
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1. The political groups and the Non-attached Members 
may appoint a number of pennanent substitutes for each 
committee equal to the number of full members 
representing them on the committee. The President shall 
be informed accordingly. These permanent substitutes 
shall be entitled to attend and spe8k at committee 
meetings IKld, in the event of the abseoce of the full 
member, to take part in the vote. 
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(Ameodmeot No. 87) 
Rule 117(1) 

Committee reports on c:oruP~ 

1. Where Parliament is asked for its opigioo on a 
Commission proposal, the cbainnan of the committee to 
which the ~ bas been referred sball propose to the 
committee the procedure to be followed. A clecision to 
qpceed by a simplified procecbre. or by !be ppcedure 
without IJ!P0!1. shall be aoyemed by Jbe tmvWme of 
Rule 116. 

1. The chairman of. tbe ~ee to~ a 
Commission ~ bas f;leeo ref_. sball propqse to 
the committee the procedure to be foJloV(ed. 

(Amendmeot No. 88) 
Rule 120(7) 

Opinions ~ eannlttees 

7. The chairman and clraftsnum of dle conunittee asked 
for an opinioo may take part in m advisory capacity in 
meetinp of the committee responsible, insof .. as these 
relate to the matter of common concern. In special cases. 
the cqnmiuee asked for 1!1 opinioo may appoint up to 
five other members wbo. with dle yreement of dle 
cl!ainnan of the committee responsible. maY take part in 
an advisory caoacitv in the meetings of that committee· 
insot .. as these deal with Jbe matter of commop c?oncem. 

7. 1be c:bainniP and ........ of .d}e committee l.llfd 
for.m opiaioa may take part in an ~ Qp~Cityiin 
meetinp of 1tle COIIllllittee ~ible, insof .. as ~ 
relate to the miUer of.~ cmcem. 

'• 

(Amendment No. 89) 
Rule 121 

Own·lnldadve reports 

A committee intending to draw up a report and to submit 
a motion for a resolutioo to Parliament oo a subject 
within its competence oo wbicb neither a request for an 
opinion nor a motioo for a resolutioo bas been referred to 
it may do so only with tbe authorization of the Enlarged 
!b!!DJ!. Where sucb autborizalioo is witbbeld the reuoo 
must always be stated. 

At !he request of the committee respogsibJe. the Enlargecl 
.lh!!m! may, wben giving autborizatiOD; stipulate that the 
power to take a decision is to be delegated pursuant to 
Rule 37. 

Decisions of the Enlarged IJureau proyiding for 
9Uiborizalion to draw up a report and. whely tlae 
committee concerned has so '!«uested, delegation of t1ae 
power of decision. must be pul to the V91e in Parligment 
1JIII'M1II to ~le 37(2). 
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A committee intending to draw up a repart and to 
submit a motion for a resolution to P~ on a 
subject within its ~ on wbiob nei._ a .request 
for m opinion nor a motioo for a resolutioa has been 
referred to it may· do so ooly :with the.~ c:l , 
tbe Confmgce of Q!gmep. Where ~ autborizat~ 
is witbbeld the reason nut lllways ·be stated. 

The Coofengce of Qajnnep may, .when ~ving 
authorization, stipulate that the po~ to .take .a decisi4ln 
is to be deleptecl pursuant to R~ 37. 
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(Amendment No. 90) 
CHAPI'ER XIIA (new) 

COMMON FOREIGN AND SECURITY POLICY 

(The expression 'European Political Cooperation' shall 
be deleted from all the provisions of Parliament's Rules 
of Procedure. Where it is referred to as an area of 
Community activity, it shaU be replaced by the 
expression 'common foreign and security policy'. Where 
it is referred to as an institutional process, it shall be 
replaced by 'the Council'. This shall also apply to 
references to the Foreign Ministers.) 

(Amendment No. 91) 
Rule 125A (new) 

Rule 125A 

Consultation and provlslon of lnfonnadon to 
Parliament within the framework of the eommon 
forelll! and security poUey 

.L. The conmittee responsible fer the common foreign 
and security policy shall ensure that Parliament is 
consulted on such ooHcies and that its opinions are duly 
taken into account. particularly in connection with the 
ioint action referred to in Article J .3 of the Treaty on 
Europe111 Union and the activities referred to in Article 
228a of the Treaty. 

~ Where appropriate. the committee shall inform 
Parliament in accordance with these Rules. 

3. The Council and the Commission shall provide the 
committee respoosible with full and timely information 
on the development of the Union's common foreign and 
security policy • 

~ At the request of the Commission er the Council. a 
committee may decide to hold its JX'OCeedings in camera. 

(Amendment No. 92) 
Rule 1258 (new) 
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Rule 1258 

Recommendations within the framework of the 
eommon foreign and security ooUey 

.L. The conmittee responsible fer the common foreign 
and security policy may draw up recommendations to 
the Council in its areas of respoosibility after obtaining 
authorization from the Conference of Chainnen er on a 
proposal within the meaning of Rule 59A. 

In case of urgency, the authorization referred to in the 
f'ust subparagraph may be sranted by the President of 
Parliament. wbo may likewise authorize an emergency 
meeting of the conmittee concerned. 
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~Owing the process for adopting theSe ~ 
recommendatioos. which must be put to !he vote1tflie 
fonn of a Written text. Rule 79 shall not aPoty 'and ·&\1 
amendments shall be admissible. 

1:. Recommendations drawn up in this way shall be 
included on the agenda for the next pan-&ession. 
Recommendations shall be considered as adopted unless· 
before the l!eginning of the part-SeSSion. a minimum of 
one tenth of the component Members of Plrlbunelit 
submit a written objection. in whiCh else the 
committee's reoonunendations shall be coc!sidered Jtt 
each recommendation shall be out to the vote as 'I whole 
in plenary during the same J)81t-session. 

~ The debates provided for under t,r:ticle J .7 of t\ ' 
Treaty on European Union shall be held in 8COOf'dln!! 
with the arrangements laid down in RUle 56(3) and f4t. 

(Ameodmeot No. 93) 
Rule 125C (new) 

Rule 125C 

Joint parliamentary committees 

.L. Parliament may set up joint parliamentary commidees 
with the parliaments of States associated with the 
Conununitv or States with which accessioo negotiatidns 
have been initiated. 

-54-

Such committees may submit recommenclatioos to the 
parliaments involved. In the case of the E!ropean 
Parliament. these recommendatiOns shall be referred tb 
the committee respoosible, which shall out forward 
proposals on the action to be taken. 

~ The general respogsibilities of the various iQint 
parliamentary committees shall be defined by the 
European Parliament and by the agreements with ttie 
third countries. 

I 

1:. Joint parliamentary committees shall be govemecl J!Y · 
the procedures laid down in the agreement in ouestiorr1 
Such procedures shall be based on the prir!clple of parity 
between the delegation of the European Parliament an4 
the delegation of the parliament involved. 

The European Parliament shall appoint its 
representatives in accordance with Rule 126. 

~ Joint parliament-v committees shall cfr!_. Up !hW 
own rules of procedure and subrtiit them fw iiporiJ tb 
the Bureaux of the European Parliament aiid of the 
parliament involved. 

2:, The conposition of European Parliameftt cteldfl; 
to ioint parliamentarY committees shall bt estat>Ji!bt!li 
the same time and under the same conclitfbbS ij l« . 
standing committees. 
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(Amendment No. 94) 
Rule 126(2) to (5) 

Setting up and duties ~ lnterparllamentary delegations 

2. Members of the delegations shall be elected after 
nominaaions have been submitted to the !!I!:!!J! by the 
political groups, the Non-attached Members or at least 
thirteen Members. The l!!!!:!!!!! sball submit to Parliament 
proposals designed to ensure - u fw u possaDie - fair 
repesentllion of Member States llld of political views. 
Rule 110(2), (3), (5) and (6) sball apply. 

3. The Bureaux of the delegations shall be set up in 
accordance with the pocecbn used for coounittee 
Bureaux. 

4. Parliament shall determine the general powers of the 
individual delegllions. It may 81 any time decide to 
inc:reue or RStrict theae powers. 

5. The implementing povisions needed to enable the 
delegations to carry out their wodc shall be adopted by 
the Enlar&ed Bureau upon a poposal by the Committee 
of Chairmen of Interparlianaeotwy Delegations. · 

2. Members of the delegations shall be elected after 
nominations have been submitted to the Conference of 
Chainnen by the political groups and the Non-attached 
Members. The Conference of Otainnen sbaU submit to 
Parliament poposals desitpled to ensure - u fw u 
possible - fair representation of Member States and of 
political views. Rule 110(2), (3), (5) and (6) shall apply. 

3. The Bureaux of the delegations shall be set up in 
accordanoe with the pooedure used for committee 
Bureaux. 

4. Parliament shall determine the general powers of the 
individual delegations. It may at any time decide to 
increase or restrict t!....se powers. 

5. The implementing povisions needed to enable the 
delegations to carry out their work shall be adopted by 
the Conference of Otairmen upon a poposal by the 
Committee of Olainnen d Interparliamentary 
Delegations. 

(Amendment No. 95) 
Rule 126(6) (new) 

Settln& up and dutt. ~ lnterparliamentar delegadons 

EPAOE~P~~N 

6. The chairman of the delegation shall submit to the 
committee respoosible for foreign affairs and security a 
report on the activities of the delegation. 

(Amendment No. 96) 
CHAPTER XIUA (new) 

CHAPI'ERXIIIA 

Cooperadon the ftelds ~ Justice and home affairs 

Rule 127 A (new) 

-55-

Rule 127A 

Provision of information to Parliament in the fields of 
justice and home affairs 

.L. The committees responstole for the various aspects of 
cooperation in the fields of iustice and home affairs shall 
each ensure that Parliament is fuUy informed and 
consulted on the activities covered by such cooperation 
and that its opinions are duly taken into consideration, 
particulwly in connection with the joint actions referred 
to in Article K.3 of the Treaty on European Union. 

~ Where appwriate. the committees shall inform 
Plrliament in aocordanoe with these Rules. 
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J:. The Council and Commtpion sbaU mqyide, tb! ' 
committees responsible With tun and tift!!ly inlomaadj:!! 
on the development of cooperation in Jbe fields of 
justice and home affaits. 

~ The detailed rvles for consultation and iDfSlr!!l8tisa 
including procedUres and fjeguegcy. Hl be include!l m 
the IDI!eX to these RuJes. 

(Amendment No. 97) 
Rule 1278 (new) 

Rule 1278 

Reeommendatlons in the fields ~ h&!dee; and homl 
.!!m 

.!:. The cqnmiuees respoasible for ogoperati9P in 1h! 
field! of justice anct borne affairs mar m ue 
resommendatioos to the Council in their areas of 
respoasibillty after obtaigiu authgri.zaliort &ea' the 
Conference of Q!ainpen or on a.propqt!ll·within the 
meaning of Rule 59A. 

Recommendations drawn up in this way &ball be 
included oo the agenda for the next part-session. 

~ The debate provided for Wider Article K.6 of the 
Treaty on~ Union shall be held~ 
with the .mn;;nents laid down in Rule )i. 

(Ameodmeot No. 98) 
Rule 128 

SuhmJe'on and rsternl ~ petitions 

1. Any citizen of the Union, and any natural or legal 
person residing or having its registered office in a 
Member State, shall have the right to address, 
individually or in associatioo with other citizens or 
persans, a petition to the European Parliament oo a 
matter wbich comes within the Unioo's fields of activity 
and wbich affects him, ber or it directly. 

2. Petitions to Parliament shall show the name, 
occupation, nationality and permanent address of each 
signatory. 

,J& Petitions shall be entfnd in a register in the order in 
which they are received if they comply with the 
conditions laid down in paraarapb 2; those that do not 
&hall be filed without f!!1her actkln· and tbe petitioner 
shall be infa:med of the reaoas therefor. 

~ Petitions entered in the register sbaU be forwarded 
by 1be President to 1be ccmmittee respoosibte, which 
shall.fim ascertain whether 1be petitions registered fall 
within 1be sphere of acdvi1iel of the Uaion. 
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Rll!ht ~ petition 

1. Any citizen of the Union, and any natural or legal 
person residing or having its registered off'~ in a 
Member State, shall have the right to address, 
individually or in association with other citizens or 
persons, a petition to the European Parliament oo a 
matter wbicb comes within the Union's fields of activity 
and wbich affects him, her or it directly. 

2. Petitions to Parliament shall show the name, 
occupation, nationality and permanent addresS Of each 
signatory. 

~ Petitions must be written in one of the official 
languages of the Union. 

,J.. Petitions shall be entered in a register in tbe order id 
wbich they are received if they comply wi1fi the 
coixlitions laid down in paragraph 2; those that do not 
shall be f'ded, and the petitioner shall be informed of the 
reasons tberefor. 

~ Petitions entered in the register shall be forwiRfed ti)r 
the President to the committee responsible, vmieb' stil1l · 
ascertain whether the petitions regisrered fall wiH' tri'6 
sphere of activities of the Union. 
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~ Petitions declared inadmissible by the committee 
shall be filed without further IC!ioo; the petitioner shall 
be informed of the decision and the reuons lberefor. 

6. Petitions addressed to the European Parliament by 
natural or legal persons wbo are neither citizens d the 
Union nor reside iD 1 Member State nor have their 
registered office in 1 Member State shaD be registered 
and filed separately. 1be President shaD send 1 mon1bly 
record of such petitions received during the previous 
mooth, indicating their subject matter, to the conunittee 
respmsible for considering petitions, wbich may NqUeSt 
those which it wishes to coosider. 

~ Petitions declared inadmissible by the committee shall 
be filed; the petitioner shall be informed of the decision 
and the reasons therefor. 

.21:, In such cases the committee may suggest to the 
petitioner that he contact the competent authority of the 
Member State ooncemed or of the Union. 

& Where the committee deems it appropiate, it may 
refer the matter to the Ombudsman. 

6. Petitions addressed to the European Parliament by 
natural or legal persons who are neither citizens of the 
Union nor reside in a Member State nor have their 
registered ctfice in a Member State sball be registered 
and filed separately. 1be President sball send a monthly 
record of such petitions received during the previous 
month, indicating their subject matter, to the committee 
responsible for con...lt!Jing petitions, which may request 
those which it wishes to consider. 

(Amendment No. 99) 
Rule 130A (new) 
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CHAPTER XIV A 
OMBUDSMAN 

Rule 130A 

Appointment ot the Ombudsman 

.L At the start of each parliamentary term the President 
sball, irnrnediatelv after his election. call for nominations 
for the office of Ombudsman and set a time limit for 
submitting nominations. 

2. Nominations must have the support of at least twenty
three Members of the European Parliament and must 
demonstrate that the candidate fulfils the conditions 
required for the performance of the duties of 
Ombudsman. 

They sball also include a solemn undertaking by the 
Cllldidate not to engage in any other occupation, whether 
gainful or not, during his term of office in the event of ~ 

his being appointed. 

1. Thev shall be forwarded for consideration to the 
committee responsible, which may ask to hear the 
candidates. 

4. The committee responsible shall put its choice of 
Cf!lCiidate to Parliament's vote. 

~ Parliament shall place the vote on the agenda for the 
part-sessioo following the forwarding of the proposal by 

the committee respoosible. 

6. The vote shall be held by seaet ballot on the basis of 
a majority of the votes cast. 
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Z. NO!! opening the vote, the President shall enSUre 
that half <X ParUament's component Members are 
R(!!!ePt, 

L Should the vote be negative. the President may ask 
!he committee responsible to make a new proposal or 
issue a fUI1her call for nominations, 

~ The candidate appointed shall immediately be called 
UIJClP to take an oa!h before Pwliarnent, 

~ The Ombudsman shall exercise his duties until his 
suocessar takes office. except in the case of his death, 
relisnalion or dismissal, 

(Ameodmeot No, 100) 
Rule 1308 (new) 

Rule 1308 

Dismissal ot the Ombudsman 

.L One tenth of Parliament's Members may request the 
Ombuclsman 's dismissal if he no longer fulfils the 
coqditions required for the performance of his duties or 
if be js guiltY of serious misconduct, 

~ The request shall be forwarded to the Ombudsman 
gd to 1he committee responsible. which, if it decides by 
a maiority of its members that the reasons are well
founded. shall submit a report to Parliament, If he so 
gquests. the Ombudsman shall be heard before the 
report is put to the vote, Parliament shall, following a 
debate· take a decisioo bv secret ballot, 

~ Before opening the vote, the President shall ensure 
!hat half of Parliament's component Members are 
present, 

~If the vote is in favour <X the Ombudsman's dismissal 
and he does not resign accordingly the President shall. at 
the latest by 1he part-session following that at which the 
Vote was held, apply to the Court of Justice to have the 
Ombudsman dismissed with a request for a ruling to be 
siveo wi1hout delay, 

Resipatioo by the Ombudsman shall terminate the 
wocecbn. 

~58-

.2:. Where the Ombudsman resigns or is removed from 
office. !he procedure under Rule BOA shall apply, 
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(Amendment No. 101) 
Rule 130C (new) 

Rule UOC 

Role of the Ombudsman 

.L. The cooditions governing referrals to the 
Ombuc:lsman. together with the prooedwes and the rules 
goveming the latter's powers, shall be laid down in a 
special annex to the Rules of Procedure. The 
Ombudsman may draw up a proposal to this end which 
sball be forwa'ded to the commiuee responsible for the 
Rules of Procedure· which shall report to Parliament 

~ The Ombudsman shall infonn the commiuee 
.responsible of his activities on a regulw basis or when 
the committee requests bim to do so. 

,L The Ombudsman and the chainnan of the commiuee 
responsible shall each safeguard the confidentiality of 
the infonnation made known to them in connection with 
the Ombudsman's activities. Such information shall tie 
made available mly to the judicial authorities and only 
wbere it is needed for aiminal proceedings. 

(Amendment No. 102) 
Rule 131(4) 

Applleadon ot the Rules of Procedure 

4. Should a political group or at least thirteen Members 
cootest the committee's interpretation, the matter shall be 
put to the vote in Parliament. Adoptim of tbe text shall 
be by simple majority. In tbe event of rejectim, the 
matter shall be referred back to the committee. 

4. Should a political group or at least twenty-three 
Members contest the commiuee's interpretation, the 
matter shall be put to the vote in Parliament. Adoption 
of tbe text shall be by simple majority J!Ovided that at 
least one third of Parliament's Members are present In 
tbe event of rejection, the matter shall be refetred back 
to tbe commiuee. 

(Amendment No. 103) 
Rule 132(3) 

Amtndment of the Rules ot Procedure 

3. Amendments to these Rules shall enter into force on 
tbe tint day of the pm-session following their adoption. 

3. Unless otherwise specified when the vote is taken, 
amendments to these Rules shall enter into f«ee on the 
first day of the pm-session following their adoption. 

(Amendment 104) 
Rule 134(1) and (2) 

Estimates ot Parliament 

1. The Bureau shall draw up a first peliminary draft of 
the estimates of Parliament oo the basis of a report 
prepared by the Secretary-General, and shall consult tbe 
committee responsible on the subiect· 

2. After receiving the opinim of that comrniUee. the 
F.nlged Bureau shan adopt the prelimiparv draft 
estimates. 
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1. The Bureau shall draw up the preliminary draft 
estimates oo the basis of a report prepared by the 
Secretary-General. 

2. Deleted 
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(Amendment No. 105) 
Annex U • Conduct of Question 11me under Rule 60 

A (1) to (11) 

1. Questions shall be admissible only wbele1bey 

are concise and are drafted so as to permit a lxief 
answer to be given; 

fall within the competence and spbere of 
respoosibility of the Coounissioo. the Council..J!!..!b£ 
Fcgim Ministers mee!igg in Ewopean Political 
Cooperation. ll1d are of poeral interest: 

• do not require extensive pior study or resean:b by the 
institution concemed; 

• are clearly worded and relate to specific matters; 

• do not contain assertioos or opinions; 

• do not relate to llricdy penonal matters: 

• are not aimed at prOcuring documents or stati8tical 
infannatiao; 

• are interrogatory in form. 

2. Questions shall not be accepted for Ouesdon nme 
at anY m-session if the aaenda already povides for the 
subject to be discussed with the pamcipalioD of the 
institution coacemed. 

3. Should the Presiclent decide that the question is 
inadmissible. the questioner inay challenge the decision, 
in which case it shall be for the Enlarged Bureau to rule 
on the matter. This ruling shall be notified immediately 
10 the questioner. 

4. Each Member may put only one supplementary 
question to each question at Question Time. 

1. Questions shall be admissible only where they 

- are concise and are drafted so as to permit a trief 
answer to be &Wen: 

- fall within the campetence and sphere of 
responsibility of the Ccxnmission J!!S! the Council and 
are of general interest 

- do not require extensive pior study or research by the 
iostitutioo coocemed; 

- are cleldy worded and relate to specific matters; 

• do not contain assertions or opinions; 

- do not relate to strictly personal matters; 

• are not aimed at procuring documents or statistical 
infmnatioo; 

• lie interrogatory in form. 

2. A aeon shall be inadmisSible if the agenda already 
provides for the subject to be discussed with the 
panicipation of the institution concerned. 

2a. A question shall be inadmissible if an identical or 
simil .. question has been put down and answered during 
1he preceding three months. 

3. Deleted 

4. Each Member may put A., SUpplementary question !Q. ; 
any question. He or she may out in all only one 
supp1emegtary question to the Council and two 
supplementary questions to the Commission. 

(P~ 5 to 91111Changed) 

10. If neither the questioner nor his substitute is present. 
the question shall be answered in writing by 1he 
institution concerned· llld published toge!ber with the 
answer in the Report of Proceedings. 

11. The same procedure pll be amlied to questions !bat 
mnain unanswered fw lack of time unless the authar 
wi1bdraws his questioo. 
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10. If neither the questioner nor his substitute is present, 
the quesdol! shall lapse. 

11. Questions that remain ooanswered for lack oi time 
sbal1 be a9swered in writing ooless the author withdraws 
his question. 
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(Amendment No. 106) 
Annex IV 

Implementing procedures for examination of the General Budget of the European Communities and 
supplementary budgets 

Article 5(3) 

Consideration fl the Coundls deliberations • seeond stage 

3. Such draft amendments shall be admissible only if 
they n presented in writing. bear the sipature of at 
least twenty-three Members « are tabled on behalf of a 
committee and ensure the maintenance of a balance 
between revenue and expendihn. 

Draft amendments shall be admissible only if they refer 
to the texas modified by the Council. 

3. Such draft amendments shall be admissible only if 
they are pesented in writing. bear the signature of at 
least twenty-tine members « are tabled on behalf of a 
conunittee and ensure the maintenance of a balance 
between revenue llld expenditure. Rule 120(6) shall not 

!IZ2IL 

Draft amendments shall be admissible only if they refer 
to 1be texts modified by the Council. 

(Amendment No. 107) 
Annex IV 

Implementing proeedures for eumination of the General Budget of the European Communities and 
supplementary budgets 

Article 6(1) 
Total ~eetion 

1. Twenty-three Members or a committee may, for 
important reasons, table a proposal to reject 1be draft 
budget as a wbole. Such a proposal shall be admissible 
only if it is accompanied by a written justification llld 
tabled within the time limit set by the President. 1be 
reason for rejection may not be contradictcry. 

1. At least twenty-three Members or a committee may, 
f« impornmt reasons, table a proposal to reject the draft 
budget as a whole. Such a proposal shall be admissible 
ooly if it is accompanied by a written justification and 
tabled within the time limit set by the President The 
reasons f« rejection may not be oontrad.ict<X')'. 

(Amendment No. 108) 
Annex V, 

Procedure for the consideration and adoption of 
cledslons on the wandna of a diseharge 

ArticW.l(l) 
Documents 

1. The following documents shall be pinted and 
dis1ributed: 

(a) the revenue and expenditure account, the financial 
analysis and 1be balance sheet forwarded by the 
Conunission; 

(b) the report of the Court of Auditors, llOCCllllpanied by 
the Institutions' answers: .!!!d 

(c) the CouncU recommendation. 
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1. The following documents shall be pinted and 
distributed: 

(a) 

(b) 

the revenue and expenditure account, the 
financial analysis and the balance sheet 
forwarded by 1be Conunission; 

the &!!!!!.!! Report and special reports of the 
Court of Auditors, aocooapanied by the 
Institutions' answers; 

.!l!!l, the statement of assurance as to 1be reliability of 
the accounts and the legality and regularity of the 
underlying transactions provided by the Court of 
Auditors pursuant to Article 188c of the Treaty; 

(c) the Council recommendation. 
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(Amendment No. 109) 
Annex V 

Pl-ocedure for the consideration and adoption m 
dedslons on the granting ~ a discharge 

Article 7(2) 
lmplementadon ~ discharge dedslons 

2. The committee respoosible shaD repcxt to Pwliarnent 
at least annually on 1he action taken by 1be institutions in 
respcll&e to the conunents accompanying 1be discbqe 
decisions. 

2. The committee responsible shaD report to Parliament 
at least annually on the action taken by the institutions 
in response to 1be comments accompanying the 
discharge decisions and the other comments cootained in 
Parliament's resolutions concerning the implementation 
of expenditure. 
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~ On tbe basis of a report by the Conunittee on 
Budgetary Control. the President. acting on behalf of 
Parliament. may bring an action before the Court of 
Justice against 1be institution concerned. pursuant to 
Article 175 of the Treatv. for failure to comply with the 
obligations deriving from the comments accompanying 
tbe discbarge decision or the other resolutions 
cooceming implementation of expenditure. 

(Amendment No. 110) 

(The new Rules of Procedure should be numbered 
con.seclllivety, e.g. 29, 30, 31, etc. rather than 29, 29a, 
29b, etc. This should be done throughout the text. 
Rules should be designated by numbers, not by numbers 
foUowed by letters.) 

(Amendment No. 111) 

• 
(The terms 'European Communities', 'Communities', 
'Community' and 'European Communi()!' should be 
replaced with 'European Union' throughout the text in 
Rules 2, 32, 63, 64, 65, 128 and 131 and with 
'European Communi()!' in Rules 7, 24, 28, 29, 29b, 33, 
66, ,67, 107, 108 and 129.) 

(Amendment No. 112) 

(The words 'Enlarged Bureau' should be replaced with 
'Conference of Chairmen' throughout the text.) 

(Amendment No. 113) 
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(The expressions 'European Political Cooperation' and 
'the Foreign Ministers meeting in European Political 
Cooperation ' should be deleted throughout the text.) 
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PROPOSAL FOR A DECISION A3·240193 

amending the Rules of Procedure of the European Parliament subsequent to the Treaty on European Union 

The European Parliament. 

having regard to the President's letter of 12 February 1992, 

having regard to the proposed amendments to the Rules of Procedure 
(83-0449192 and 83-1662192), 

having regard to Rules 131 and 132 of its Rules of Procedure. 

having regard to the rep<x1 of the Committee on the Rules of Procedure, the Verification of Credentials and 
Immunities and the opinions of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and Security, the Conunittee on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs and Industrial Policy, the Committee on Legal Affairs and Citizens' Rights, the Committee on 
Civil Uberties and Internal Affairs, the Canmittee on Budgetary Coo1rol and the Canmiuee on Institutional 
Affairs (A3.0240193), 

1. Amends its Rules of Procedure as indicated above; 

2. Instructs its President to forward this decision for information to the Council and Conunissioo. 
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ANNEX I 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT (83-0449/92), pursuant to Rule 132 of the Rules of Procedure, by Mr GALLE, and Mr 
MELANGRE concemin& Rule 131 (4) of the Rules of Procedure 

Rule 131(4) 

4. Should a poli~cal group <I' at least thirteen Members contest the committee's interpretation, Parliament shall be 
calleci upon to decide by a simple majority, subject tg Cl!! third of its Mpbers being J!!Sellt. whether the 
inlel'pletatian should be referred back to cqnmittee. 

Justification 

It should not be pennissible for the interp-etatioos proposed by the Conunittee oo tbe Rules of Procedure to be referred 
back to committee when only wry few Members are peseot to cast their vote. 

The proposed amendment set out above is designed to ensure lhat tbe quonan is present when interpretatioos are put to 
the vote. 
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.. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT (83-1662192), pursuant to Rule 132 ~ lbe Rules of Procedure, by Mr GAU.E CClllCeming 
Rule 75(1) of lbe Rules of Pnx:edure 

A 

Rules of Procedln ~ 1be European Plrliameot 

(Ameaclmeaa No. 1) 

Rule 75(1) 

1. A request 1bll I debate on I JII'OPOIIII on which 
Parlilmeal has beeD CCIIIIUhed pnulllt to Rule 36(1) be 
lrelted • urpalllll)' be made to Plltiameal by 1be 
Preaideot, by I COIIUJliaee, by at Jeaa twenty-line 
Members, by 1be ('.ommissjon Cl' by 1be CouaciL 1bis 
request sbaU be made iD writia& llld supported by 
reiiOliS. 
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1. A request 1bll I debate on I proposal on wbicb 
PlrlilmeDt has beeD CCIIIIUhed pnuaot to Rule 36(1) be 
ftlded • urgent 1111)' be made to Parliament by 1he 
President, by I committee, by at least tweaty-1bree 
Members, by 1he Commission Cl' by 1he Council. This 
request sbaU be made iD writing md supported by 
reasons. 

Wben tbe Council requests tbal I le&i!Jatiye proposal be 
dealt witb bv ursent pocedure. it sbaiL in addition to 
sMns reaons· present a timetable far adoption wbicb it 
lball undertake to observe. 
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