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'141s% PIENARY SESSION

‘The 141st Plenary Session of the Economic and Soecial
, Committee of the European Communities was held in Brussels on 29
and 30 September 1976, I Henri CANONGE, Chairmen of the Committee,
presided. ’ '

4, Speech by Ik CANONGE to mar’z the end of his verm~of-office

Lr CANPNGE, outgoing Cheirman, made o statement reviewing
the work donc by the Committec over the previous two years.

1k CANIONGE referred to the closer links established with
the Comrnmity isntitutions, in narticular the Buronean Parliament,

The first prectical result of cooperation with the )
arliament wes an invitation for one of our Rapporteurs to address /
e Parlionentary Committee. There was acqordingly every reason Go-
think that o new step has been taken in the cdirection the Coumittee
wented, The aim was to assist the Parliament, but without inter-
fering with its fundamenial prerogatives.

Although democrecy was essentially a wmatter for politicians,

it nceded (and today more thon ever) to find an echo on the economic
and gocinl leovel,
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7“ o " Turning to the" deVelopmqnt of  the. Oomnunlty and its xnter—
national environment, iy CANONGE. said 1t had been, avreed at the- Summlt

Conferance of December 1974 +o hold dlrect electlons to the Euronemn. :

Parllament. oome progress "had been-made towarao Qexlnlﬁg a . Buropecan
Unlon and a numoer of economic, financial, cnergy and regionalk measures
had been agreed on (ereation of the European Regioncl Development Pupd
" stc, ). But “the gener"l lmpr3931on £6 emerge was that the nine coun-
trles were unable to take a goxnt political stend on 1nternatlona1
o economlc, soc1al and nolltlcal developments, The mqgor economic and
8001al 1osues nad ‘been id“ntlfled -~ they were 1nflat19n, the chiergy
CrlSip, unemploymen% and the new world econpmic order,

The Communhity had o remarkasble influcnce on the rest of the |
“wbrld. This influence had seemed to be an important asset vhich would
’allow the EEC, which is the biggest trading pariner in the world, to
play a najor role in the development of world trade, In the period of
.erisis that 1nfluence had, however, virtually become a source of weak-
‘' ness for the Community. The efforts to strengthen the Commurlty had
" run into 1ncreas:.ng diffiowlties., This had undermined the previous
N progress towards integration and revealed a Zurope which had no
creutlve, joint responoe to intermational developments or the economic
g'crlslsu

‘The Commnnlty could be proud of having preparcd ond signed
the Lomé Convention but thet wes only a start. The way in which the
- Convention was applied would debermine whether the other industrialized
countries, inéluding the super powers, would follow a similar policy.
Underlyxng all this wa,s the need to work out a new economic and social
development model,

see/ 00
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By way of conclusion, Mr CANONGE made some comments on the
functioning and future of the Committee. '

“The B BSC prov1s1ons of the TreatJ reilected g compromise.

The ESC was a hybrid body - neither a panel of experts set up to
' mssist the executive, nor an economlc and socizal assembly., Honce

the inconsistent developments of the recent past, namely the grant
of the "right of initiative" followed by the organization of Iully-
fledged tripartite conference outside the Commnity.

The Committee had not fully lived up %o expectations, but
the tripartite conferences had not produced very concrete recults
either. The conferenced had entrusted the implementation of proposed
action to the Commission, and instructed it 4o consult the two sides ]
of industry directly. Did this not signify a disturbing wealkening of
the ESC ? K

The Summit Conference of 1972 had clearly and unequivocably
marked the transition of the BSC from a consultative committee to an -

. econonic and social assenbly capable of dealing with the major econo-

mic and social issues. If the policy of by-pacsing the ESC continued,
a body set up by the Trcaties would simply tick over without being
fully used, and further ‘important work would be dealt with elsewhere.
What the two sides of industry needed most was a vehicle for nezo-
tiation and decision-making. The ESC, thanks to the'flexibility of
its machinery, could help the two sides of 1ndustry o develop another
method of’ counting and reasoning, so that once the options were clar1-
fied - and only then -~ they would be submitteld to those who weTa.
empowered to take decisions,

coc/o'oo
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o - Pwo years remalnea in whlch to adapt the Commlttee to the ,
qhanges 1n the Communlty,\ social and economlc life, and in the -
polltlcal oackground to thnt ll*e.' It was essentlal to ensure that
the Committee became a’ nre—emlnent meeting-place thre ‘economic Qnd
sodial groupings would wish to come together to commare 1deas,' ' B
exchange information and defend their legitimate 1mterests - and. thus
ensure ‘that the Institutions -could take informed ueC¢sidns. A% the
same tine these groupings haé to shoulder their regpon51b111tlev and
make ‘elear-cut proposals to “the Communlty decision-making bodies.

e ‘¥r SCARASCIA mcmozzix_, Vice-President of the Commission,
was present ot the discussions on items 1 and 2 and Mr LARDINOIS,
Member of the Commission, at those on items 3 and 4. | ‘

Be. Adoption of Opinions

il

1. Common Rules — Road Haulage
— :

Proposal for = Council Directive on the Establishment of
Common Rules for Certain Types of Carriage of Goods by
Road between llember States

*@ist of the Commission Document

A -The Commission has forwarded to the Council a series of
j elght draft Regulations and Directives concernlng the operation of
the markets in surface goods transport within the Community. These
fprbydsals form part of the Commission's programme for establishing
.. 'a Common Transport Policy.

!
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_ The Proposal for a.Directive on the Establishment of Common
Rules for Certain Typcs of Carriage of Goods by Road, is the first of
the eight proposals, The proposal is intended as a step towards

‘liberalizing intermational road transport by gradually relaxing

restrictions imposed to regulate capacity.

The proposed areas for liberalization are as follows :

a) Types 6f-oarfiage t0 be edempted from any‘quota or aunthorization
system '

~ troffic in areas which straddle frontiers;
~ occasional carriage of goods to and from airports;

- carriage of accompanied luggage and carriage of luggage to and
from airports;

- carriage of mailj

- carriage of damaged vehicles;

~ carriage of refusc cond sewages

~ carriage of énimal carcases for disposal;

- carriage of bees ond fish fry;

- funeral transport;

on'u/ooo
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'~ carriage of goods in motor ‘vehicles with a maxiﬁum‘permissibie‘ v

" laden Welght (xncluding trailer) of 6 metric tons, or in motor , '
4, vehicles with a max1mum.perm1é31b1e payload (traller includea)
of 3.5 metric tons;- C

f\\

~ carriage of emergency médiqal supplies; = I

- carriage of vhluéblé'gbdds’(accompaﬁied‘by security guardsy;?

{ . s . 4 - “y

' ' carriage of perishable goods in temperaturewcontrolied vehicles;
- own-account trensport,

‘p) Tyﬁes of carriage to be exempted from any guota systemn but which
may remain subjcet to authorization

\

- carriage of goods from one Member State into the frontier zone of
. an’adjacent Member State and vice-versa;

" = carriage of objets d'art and works of art;

= occasional ‘carriage of articles and material intended solely for
. publicity or information purposes; i

‘,é carriage of equipment, props and animals to and from theatrical
and musical performances, sporting events, etces

- carriage of spare parts and supplies for sea-going vessels;

. X .
‘ OOO/OQ.\
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e carriage of live animalé in special vehicles;

!

*

- removals carried out by specialist firms;

carriagé of goods in transit in certain types of motor vehicles
(vehicles with & meximum permissible laden weight, including
trailer, of 10 metric tons, or vehicles with a maximum'permissibie
payload, trailer included, of 6 metric tonus),

Gist of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee adopted, by 60 votes in
favour, 29 against and 8 abstentions its Opinion on this proposal.

The Committee is unable to endorse the Commission's pro-

posal for the reasons set out below \

- Until further progress has been made towards aligning terms of -
competition and introducing relevant Commnity arrangements, fur--
ther liberalization of cross-frontier haulage will create imbalan~
ces on transport markets and put some regions and Member States .at
a disadvantage, This also applies to competition between (a) car-
riers operating for hire and reward and (b) carriers operating on
own account. The incorporation of own-account carriers into the
market arrangements is a particular problem for transport policy. -

- The common transport market should not be arbitrarily sﬁlit up
into sub-markets which are not only separate but which may also be
reguiated by differcnt unilateral instruments, Thig‘is nevertheless.
the approach adopted by the Commission, which is proposing the ‘
abolition of specified restrictions in certain markets (quotas and.
authorization prooe&ures;for the carriage of perishables in -

ooo/ooo
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température—controlled vehicles, quotas for the carriage of live -
anlmals in speéial vehicles), ' It must be remembeéred that these
. \
. markets are of considerable importance $o carriers 1n varlous
- Member States. ~ R o \ N P
‘- The Commlttee fears that "frqnt;er areas" will be' aetermined I
dlfferently by the inddvidual Member States. ‘This cold create :
. new ‘distortions, " : ‘
~ Tn the Committee's view, the abolition of quotas and suthorization
requirements for certain hauls within enlarged. frontier arcas will
release an indeterminate number of authorizations, and transport
capacity may increasc as a result. This may generate distortions
. - in regional economies and the transport industry,

-

~.Finally, the Committee notes that the abolition of quota and
awthorization requirements will maeke it more difficult to keep a

~

" 'check -on capacity.

The Economic and Social Committee based its Opinion on
materiaj prepared by its Section for Transport and Commmnications
- under the dhalrmanshlp of Mr HOFFMANN - Germany - Workers. The
Q‘ Rapporteur was Mr HEIMES - Germany - Employers,

~ ‘2.‘Markets.in,3prface Gtoods Transport

Proposal for a Council Regulatlon (EEC) Concerning a

System for Observing the Markets for the Carriage of

Goods by Rail, Road and Inland Waterway between the
R ’rMember States

occ/-o,‘o
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Proposal for a Council Regulation for a System of
‘Reference Tariffs for the Carriage of Goods by Ro
between Member States

Proposal for a Council Regulation (EEC) on a System of
Reference Tariffs for the Carriage of Goods by Inland
Waterway between Member States

Proposal for a Council Regulation Concerning the Fixing,
of Rates for Imternaiionszl Goods Trensport by Rail.

Gist of the Commission's nroposels .

As part of its aim %o set up a common transport policy,
the Commission has Iorwara d to the Council four draft reﬂu_wﬁlons
concerning the operation of thie markets in surface gcods tranSport
within fthe Communitye

The four propossls are concerned with ¢

the system for obscrving the markets;
-~ rail transport rates;

-~ road haulage rcfercnce tariffs;

reforence tariffs in inland waterway transport.

In its acconpenying Commumnication, the Commission defines
the market economy principles upon which future, definitive rules
~for the transport merket are to be based. These principlces may be
sumnarized as follows '

v.o/ooo \
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-~ transport undertakings mﬁst be free to manage their own affairs,

This implies the right to decide their own investments and fix
their own prides;
- cost must be covered by earnings;
~ public authbrities may intervene only in the event of persistent
market disturbance or wheré action is necessary in the public
intekest to meet requirements not oetered for by the private
sector~ '

~ a permanent Community market monitoring system will have to be' set
up to guide private firms and public authorities in their decision~
meking, Commission advisory bodies comprising representatives of
all the business interests concerned, the'trade unions and the
governments should form part of this system,

In the Commission's view, these proposals are an integral
part of an overall plan to establish a competitive transport market,

4 ) The Commission thinks that if these markets are to function
smoothly, they must be permanently monitored. The purpose of this

‘monitoring is to collect and pTOCéSS all the data available on the
- markets and to forecast the shorj- and nedimmicrn trends in trans—

port supply and demand,

’ b ..I(..‘
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The system is to be managed by the Commission with the
assistance of two advisory committees, One of these committees
will be composed of representatives of transport undettakings, users,
providers of services ancillary to transport and transport workers'
unions; the other will be composed of representatlves of the Member
‘States. '
| The Commission believes that the functions which transport
rates must ultimately perform in road, rail and inland waterway
transport camnot be fulfilled by tariffs imposed on transport under-
takings, The relevant decisions must be taken by the undertakings
themselves, |

In order to avoid too sudden a break with existing schemes
insofar as the railways are concerned, the Commission proposes that
the new system for the fixing of rates be introduced in several
stages. For the time being, the abolition of the existing eonstrainte
on the freedom to fix rates is to be confined to international
transport, ‘

The national markets are not to be brought into this
systen until a later stage in the development of the common trans-
port policy. One of the aims of the proposal is to adapt national
laws and administrative provisions, which still allow governments to.
interfere in railway undertakings’ rate~fixing policies,

The regulation on road haulage reference tarlffs deals with ’
the fixing of rates for the international carrlage of goods by road
within the Community. It applies to all road haulage Operatlone,

ces/vee



| 1ncluding the transpor; of goods covered by the Treaty establlshing
'uthe EuroPean Coal and Steel Communlty.

The regulatlon also embraces 1nternationa1 road tran9port
operations in which vehicles are carried by sea. ‘ L

‘ The regulation on reference tariffs in inland waterway
transport deels with the carriage of goods between the Member States,
. The same basic concepts that are to be found in the bropasals an
road and rail transport apply here too, namely that decisions on
-~ transport rates must be taken by transporters® associations after

consulting the economic and social interest groups concerned, The
‘application of reference tariffs is a recommendation to individual
" firms,

The Commission believes that the publication of non-

" compulsory reference tariffs may have a stabilizing effect on free
‘Amarkets, inasmuch as they would give an idea of market conditions
and costs which contracting parties could accept as a reasonable

- basis on which to negotiate transport prices,

Gist of the Proposal

) The Economic and Social Committee adopted by 70 votes in
-favour, 28 against and 11 abstentions, its Opinion on these proposals,

The Committee regrets that it is unable to emdorse the
Comm1551on s proposals in their present form, It thinks that these /
proposals rmust be reviewed to see whether account camnot be taken
of the Section's reservations,

oo'/ooo.
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The Committee 1ndeed doubts whether a liberalized trens-
port market as env1uaned by the Commlsolon can be sel -adjusting'
without @ regulatlve framework, This is a view whlch the Committee
has expressed on many occasions in the past to both the Council and
the Commission, Its view has been based on consideration of overall
economic aims, |

! .

In the eyes of the Committeec the Commission's concept is
not in °ccordarce with the real facts and requirements, Various
.points in the proposals need to be supplemented and .emended 1n order
t0 bring them into line with the actual situation in the transport
industry and in order to ensure that the high requlrements inherent
in workable competition in the Community’s transport industry can
be met,

Above all, the Committee thinks that the system plamned
. by the Commission for observing the goods transport markets is no
substitute for effective crisis management,

It objects to this system because practical experieﬁce has
invariably shown that in a time of crisis a complicated information
and communications network generally procduces decisions too late;
such decisions are only able to mitigate undesiralble developments
at disproportionately great expense - they cannot eradiacte them
completely,

In the same context, the Committee is generally very
critical of the setting-up of new advisory or standing commitees,
It holds the view that the powers of existing committees and advisory
bodies (Economnic end Social Committee, ESC’s Section for Transport
and Communications, Committee set up under Article 83 of the EEC
Treaty) will be restricted more and more by such moves and that
disputes will arise about who is responsible for what,

coiSaen
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‘The Committee approves — subject to a number of amendments ~ & -

~*.'the ,principle that railway undértakingS'thémsélves should have,

‘ greater powers to determine rates, It would, however, point out x
' that, if a reference tariff system is to be introduced for inteérna- . |
’ tioral goods transport by rail, then\in times of crisis the Member

States involved. should be able - after consulting the Commission -
to;temporarily fix'compulgory minimumytariffs,with a view to over- /

coming the crisis, ‘

With regard to the question of reference tariffs for road
haulage, the Committee believes that the systems of compulsory
bracket tariffs currently in force has not lived up to,expectatidns‘f
because it has not been applied consistently.

\

However, the new system proposed by the Commission is
going %o create a vast bureaucratic machine that will not have any
positive effect on the actucl determination of rates or the attainment
of the stated objectives, It will merely serve to establish non-
compulsory tariffs without supervising their application or correct-
ness, In other words this is simply legislation for its own saké,
something that will merely generate costs without being of any benefit,

When assessing the Commission's proposal, the Committee
thinks for reference tariffs in inla.nd'waterway transport, account
mst be taken of the fact that, in Member States where inland shipping
'is of major importance, there are compulsory tariff systems for
domestic goods transport: :

.../..;
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Between 80 and 90% of internatiohal goods traffic on the
Fhine consists of bulk cargo- end most of this is covered by long--
term contracts with indexed freight rates,

In view of this situation, there must be doubts as to
whether 1ntroduC1ng reference tarlffs for such transport would have
any 1ppre01able 1nfluence on the tariffs applied in practice,

The Committee based its Opinion on material prepared by
its & ect:on for Tranqnort and Communications under the chalrmanﬂhlp
of Kr HOFFMANN -~ Germany - Workers, The Rapporteurs were
My HETVES - Germany - Puployers, MNr HENNIG - Germany = Various
Interests and Mr de VRIES REILINGH ~ the Netherlands -~ Workers,

Statement by Mr SCARASCIA MUGNOZZL, Vice-~President of the Commission

Replying to the introductory statements from the Section
Chairmen and the Rapporteur, Commission Vice~President
SCARASCIA MUGNOZZA, presented the broad outlines of the Common
Transport Policy., He said that :

"In October 1975, the Commission had submitted to the Council
a paper oun the markets in goods transport by land together with eight
proposals, These made up the first phase of the Commission's action
in this field., The five proposals before the EEC were part of this
package,

oac/cto



In its proposals, the Comm1351on had tried to encourage

‘change 1n the way the market was organlved at present. The markgt
‘-‘should be adapted to current social needs g, provide efficient cervic‘es ’

at an economic price, comply with the requirements of EEC 1ntegratlon
and make maxinum use of avallable resources. ’ ‘

The Comm1551on had implemented only a part of the sgcheme set

out in its paper of October 1973, Other measures were still .being

taken,

Three years previously,‘the Cormission had ffied'td get the
transport policy moving again, after it had got bogged down in the

wrangling between supporters of "liberalization® and those of

"harmonization",

The need for progress towards a common transport policy
induced us to attempt to broaden discussion by proposing frameworks
for Community-level action in regard %o infrastructurss and hauliers®
opefating conditions, The economic agents who were operating within

.systems which were inevitably rigid, should enjoy maximum libertye.
In short, instead of wrangling about possible compromises between
- "liberalization" and "harmonlzatlon", the Commission sought to con=-

dense the main issues by introducing Community-level rules for
transport operations within a Community system of networks,

aoo/ooo
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This was the spirit in which the Commission submitted
proposals on the coordination of.investments, roughing out the scope
for (partial) Community finencing. This was the spirit in which it
tried to speed up work on "weights and dimensions" and "tax struce
tures" with reasonable confidence that the Council would take a
stand on these matters, This was the reason for the Comnmissionts

-succeés in obtaining the decision of 20 May 1975 on railwsys.

The Commission adopted a global approach to the probleéems
of transport market overations and put forward new and original
proposals, The principal features were measures (i) to create a
modern market-monitoring system, (ii) to ensure that hauliers, users
and workers lived up to their responsibilities in operating the
system, (iii) to maintain healthy competition, (iv) to align the
conditions under which the various modes of transport operated,

With reference to the Economic and Social Committee's work,
Mr SCARASCIA MUGNOZZA did not consider that the debate had been =
re-run of the traditional controversy between protagonists of libe-
ralization and protagonists of alignment, '

Stands had become more entrenched, Sectoral and corporative
interests met head on, This impeded the cuest for balanced solutions,

The question on which everything hinged might be couched in

the following terms, namely, which were %o prevail in the day»to~day
running of surface goods transport,

oov/ioo
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‘= bureaucratic rules (1rrespect1ve of whether they orlginaﬁed 1n

_ Brussels or national capitals),

- freedom of decision for everybody directly 1nvolved in transport

whether as operators or as users?
&

!

- As far as the Cotmission was concerned, “the choice Was
clear-cut, But 11beralxzat10n had to go hand in hand with better
information on the markets and more ma%?et transparency.,

A "gafety net" was aiso needed in the shape of maehinery’
4o offset serious and persistent imbalance and to cope with extremeé
cases of cut~throat competition.

In conclusion, Ifr SCARASCIA MUGNOZZA stated that the Common
Transnort Policy should be got out of its present impasse and progress
made in every area., Opportunities for advance should be seized as
they arose,

Thé present proposals were only a beginning. To a large

~degree, the proposals were transitional (for instance, as far as

rates and capacity were concerned) and did not put a lien on the
future, Accordingly, for the present at any rate, there was no

need to get locked in doctrinal controversies about final objectivese.
The main justification for the Commission's proposals was their
pragmatisn, Even if later on a choice would have to be made between
divergent solutions, no such choice had to be made at present, It

0.0/0.‘
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‘was perfectly possible to follow the measures proposed by the
Commission and yet, at the same time, leave onefs options open
for the future, In sum, divergencies that might only erystallize
in the 1980's ought not to stand in .the way of progress that was
capable of.being achieved by all sides acting together now,."

3¢ Action Programme for the Dairy Sector

Action programme (1977-1980) for.the Progressive
Achievement of Balance in the IMilk larket,

Gist of the Commission'sg proposal

The Commission is proposing the Action Programme because
of the serious imbalance on the milk market,

y Openings for direct action by manipulating prices are
limited, and the Commission therefore proposes other ways whereby
a global approach might be adapted to the supply and demand of
dairy products,

The Commission announces its intention of proposing at an
appropriate time : ‘

~ the reduction of the dairy herd by dint of a Community system
for the non-marketing of milk and for encouraging a shift away

fronm dairy farmings:

-~ the suspension of national and EEC aids to the dairy sector for
three years; |

-~ the introduction of a co~responsibility levy:

oov/coo
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© = fhe énlargement of the Community’s morkets;

- measurcs to reduce imbalance,

. "Gist of the Opinion

4

The Economic and Social Committee adopted, by a large ) .
majority, with 43 votes in favour,.12 against and 16 abstentions N
its Opinion on this progremme., . T

The Committee notes that this Action Programme, which
is to cover the years 1977-1980, has been submitted at a tine when
the initial effects - varying from region to region -~ of an excep-
tional period of drought, are being felt.

The Committee feels that the Action Programme’s implemen=—
ting date should take account of this situation and of the way it
develops.'

The Committee points out fhat the Action Prograrmme con-
stitutes a praiseworthy endeavour to zdopt an overall approach to
livestock farming and to the fats sector,

With regard to the Commission's forecasts, the Committee
points out that the Commissionfs figures, and consequently the
implementing proposals which would normally stem therefrom, vill
- have to be brought up-to-date as soon as the effects of the drought
are properly known.,.

The Committec olso notes that certain aspects of the situa-
tion in the milk sector could have been included in the amalysis of
current data taken into account in the Commission document o This
‘concerns in particular : .

ooo/-oc b
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~ Community undertakings with regard to the policy on agricultursl
trade with non-member countries;

- .= the adaptation of Community management methods to market con-

ditions,

The Suspension of National and‘Community‘Aids

The Committee stresses that the Commission proposal, by

failing to differentiate in any way whatsoever between (a) invest-

ment in new dairy herds or in new dairies and (b) investment to

» wmodernize or rationalize existing units so as to improve their conm-

petitiveness, is liable to perpetuate situations which should be
changed, '

The indiscriminate suspension of all aids will reduce
the competitiveness of the milk sector and, in particular, will
hamper attoempts to raise standards, The Committee also is fear-
ful that such a suspension of aids will have an adverse effect on
employment.

The Committee considers that farms, and particulerly
those in grassland areas, should not be deprived of benefit from
Directive 72/159/EEC. 1In any event, it is doubtful about the
figure of 80% that the Commission is proposing as the minimum level
of fodder production which must obtain on completion of the moder-
nization plan in order to gualify for the relevant aids.

VATY
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Intro&uctlan of a Scheme to make Daigz_Farmers Share in the Cost
of the Milk Surplus ‘

The Committee draws the attentlon of the Comm1391on to
the incxpediency of such a measure in present c1rcumstances. '
Apart from any other con51derat10n, it was proposed before the
Commlleon could maeke &n accurate anpralsal of the impact of the

¢

‘ drough‘b .

- The Committee points out that in earlier Opinions on
farm price proposals, it has always declared its support for thé
use of objective criteria based on trends in production costs and
in non~agricultural earnings.

Consequently, the Committee considers that farmers could
only accept introduction of a co-responeibility levy if they were
given an essurance that the prices fixed for milk products would
enable their incomes to keep up.

As regards the proposal not to apply the levy in hill
and mountain areas (Directive 75/268/EZC), the Committee draws
.the Cormission's attentlon to the matters of principle this raises.

The Committee thinks that proceeds from the co-responsibility
,1evy should be administered on a basis of genuine co-responsibility

and with a view to obtaining additional markets or, possibly, cutting
back production. '

' The Committee disagreed with the Commission's position
that there should be an overall policy for the fats sector and that

) .
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introduction of a co-responsibility levy should be linked to intro-
duction of a tax on imported and home-produced fat and oils.

Enlargement of Qommunity lMarkets

The Committee agreées with the Commission®s view that new
narkets must be found and won for the milk sector., But, it regrets
that the Commission has failed explicitly to stress improvement of

quality,

As regerds the exclusive uszc of dairy products in the
manufacture of certain food products, the Comnittee points oulb
that the name "millk products™ should be resérved for products made

entirely out of nmillk,

Wnilst food 2id programmes should not be undertaken solely
with a view to exranding marlets, the Comnittee considers that if a
tructural surplue of dairy rroducts exists, the Commwmity is justi-

S
ficd in gmiving avey larger tonmazge of deiry products as food aid,

unGer an amended proguvaime,

Measures to reduce Imbalances

The Committece rejected by a small majority (40 votes %o
36, with 4 abstentionsz) the Commission®s proposal that a tax should

be levied on vegetavle fats and oils,

The Economic and Social Committee based its Cpinion on

material prepared by its Section for Agriculture under the phairman~

ship of I'r INMO CAPODILISTA - Italy ~ Various Interesis. The
Rapporteur vas lMr de CATTARELLT - Frence - Verious Interests.

NV



’

|

|

.= 24 -
R ¥ ‘; N . N | I N 'q‘

{

~ | o

Stetement by Mr LARDINOIS, Member of the Commission

i

Mr LARDINOIS, Member of the Cpmmission'rgsponsible”for ‘
agriculture, spoie in the.debate on the action‘prograﬁme'for the
progressive achievement of balance in the milk market. He .said
there were no major differences of view between the Commission and
the Economic and Social Committee on the subject. It was afreed
that there was a structural surplus cf the order of 10% but the
Comnission did not think that to reduce production by that amount

as the oanly remedy. If such a step were to be taken, it would
lead to a long crisis in this sensitive sector. He proposed two
measures, namely, to reduce overall production ty 5% snd at the

same time, establish a brograrme for the disposal of the remaining

5% over a three-year period. Referring to the effect of drought
on ‘the production potential, Mr LARDINOIS said it was too early to ,
say whether drought had cnded or not. . Even if it were so, its
effects would be felt at the end of the winter, The overall deamage
could only be decided by spring. He agreed that on certain points
where the Commission had proposed co-~responsibility, difficulties
night arise. He pointed out that it would be diffiecult, in res-
pect of aid measures, for some {o inagine the end of modernization,
even without subsidy schemes. The Committee’s Opinion stresses
the quality aspect in the modernization of dairy industries, It
emphasizes that both the cénsumer aspect and the market outlet would
be favoured if the guality of the product were improved. These are
points which the Commission will exemine very seriously. It was
clear, however, that it could not fér ever finence to this extent a . -
sector which was in surplus. ' Vaat had to be examined were the possi-
bilities of ailowing derogations for improving the quality of the
product without increasing the quantity.

1
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Turning to the problem of dairy farming in hill and moun-
taln arcas, Mr LARDINOIS Sald that it would be polltlcally incon~-
ceivable Tor farmers suffering at present from hard conditions to
have to pay tax on milk, These levies would not be applied before
the syring of 1977, In any case, it was expected that milk-
broductian in the winter would be lower %than average. Co~

,\responsibility would not be implemented before next crop year,
Referring to the question of food-aid, IMr LARDINOIS said its aim
was mot to create further outlets, but to help developing coun-
tries, both through the Lomé Convention and by providing aid through
international organizations., -Food-aid should not be an obstacle
to the development of agriculture in the developing countries, nor
should it be given in a haphazard fashion, simply because we in
Europe have too much, A specific aid programme for the medium
term ~ a three-year period -~ is proposed.

On the question of vegetable-oils and their taxation,
he pointed out that Member States should apply!these,taxes equally
to imported and to home~-produced vegetable~oils and fats, This
would render competition between butter and margarine more fair
and avoid further distortion. Such a tax was not intended for
Cormunity funds but for national treasuries, The principle of
imposing taxes in the fats sector was a very fundamental one,

- If one considered policies pursued in relation to olive-oil in
Mediterranean countries, including those of Greece and other coun-
tries not yet in the Community, the implications of the principle
would be more fully realized. The problem had to be considered .
as a north/south problem, even within theICommunity. If the
Commission’s proposal on the subject were rejected - and it has
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been*bloched in the councll of mlnlstcrs - the problem will not -
go away, but it will contlnue to grow. The proposals do not sug-
gest that more butter should be sold as against ollve—01l but
mpercly intend to neutralize the present dlcadvantages faced by
'butter.. - Thile certain products like vheat are protected, nargarine
. 'raw material comes in quite freely and causes imbalance. hat the
. Commission proposes is 0 correct something that has gone wrong;‘

44 Premiums for the Non-Marketing of IMilk

Proposal for a Council Regulation (EEC) Introdu01ng a
Preniium System for the Non-lMarketing of Milk and Milk
, Products and for the Conversion of Dairy Cow Herds.,

Gist of the Commission document

This is the first of the proposdls announced in the Action
Programme,

The Commission ic proposing a premium for the non-marketing
of milk which is to be granted to producers who undertake not to
deliver milk to dairies for five years. This undertaking would also
cover, for instance, the hire and salc of dairy cattle for any pur-

,} " pose other than slaughter, .

The premium is to amount to 90% of the guide price in the
. case of the first 50,000 kg of milk and 75% in the case of additional
quantities, up to a maximum of 150,000 kg. The premium is t0 be
‘paild. by tranches : 350% in the first year, 25% in the third year and
25% in the fifth. '
The Commission is also proposing a premium to encoursge
farmers to switch to meat production. The basic conditions on
which the grant of this premium is contingent are similar to those

v
. - w! N

..O/".



- 27 -

for the grant of the non-marketing nremium, viz, milk deliveries
t0 cease and milking equipment to be sold off, Producers would
also have %o ‘undertake to arrange for 80% nf their herd to be com-
prised of beef cattle within three years,

The premium is also to amount to 90% of the guide price
for quentities of milk not exceeding 150,000 kg, The first tranche
of 60% would be payable immediately, with two further tranches of
20% being payable in the third and fourth years.

- Gist of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Comnittee adopted unanimously its

Opinion on +this proposal.

The Commission has lost no time in submitting the scheme,
and has gone to considerable lengths to make it attractive. It
may have beneficial results. However, the Committee points out
that small producers will be penalized since they will not produce
the nminimunm amount (50,000 litres per year) needed to qualify for
the preniunm,

The Committee broadly endorses the proposal. In view
of the unusual conditions created by the drought, the number of
applications for premiums may be higher than anticipated. This
could create difficulties for dairies and the Committee therefore
urges that additional arrangements be made to include dairies in
the Cormunity's general schene,
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The Committee based its Opinion‘on,materiai prepaged by
its Section for Agriculture, under the chairmenship of Mr ENO
CAPODILISTA - Italy - Various Interests., The Rapporteur was ~

de CAFFARELLI -~ Prance ~ Various Interests. b

5. Convention on the Protection of Mediterranean
\ v

Commission Cormunication to the Council on the Results of
the Negotiations for the Conclusion of the Convention on,
the Protection of the llediterranean Sea =sgeinst Pollution - o
and of a Protocol on the Prevention of the Pollution of the "
lle@iterranean Sea by Dumping from Ships and Aircraft .

‘Proposal for a Council Decision on the Conclusion of a
Convention on the Protection of the lediterranean Sea ‘
against Pollution and a Protocol on the Prevention of the
Pollution of the lMediterranean Sea by Dumping from Ships
and Aircraft

igt of the Proposal

The Qommission took part in the negotiationg of the Barcelona
Convention and the Protocol thereto, It is now recormending that the
Council endorses the two instruments forthwith and appoint pleni-
.. potentiaries to sign them on the Community's behalf,

Twelve Mediterranean notions, including Fronce and Italy,
have zlready signed and the Cormunity should follow suit in view of
its commitment to combat merine pollution, (Cf. the Environmental
Action Programme and the Directive or the Dumping of Wastes at Sec),

oot/ooo .
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" Gist of the Opinion
_ The Econbmic and Sdocial Committee unanimously édepted xhie.
nroposal, ' | '

o " The Committee broadly endOrses the proposal.. It urges the .
4 Commi991on to examine ways of arning the Community with additional .
insbruments which will ‘enable it to combat marine pollution more
effectively. '

The Comuittee based its Oplnloﬁ on materl l 3repared by its -
Section for Protection of the,Env1ronment,‘Publlc Health and Consuner
Affairs under the chairmenship of MNr ROSEEN@RAVE - Ireland -
Various Interests. Th. noppertour was i DB GVE - Belgiwm
~ Various Interests.

, 6, Surface Freshwater

Proposal for g Coumcil Decision establlshlng‘e Uniform
Procedure for the wu\change of Information on the Quality
of Surface Fresh Welter in the Community,.

Gist of the Provosal ‘ | o R L
In imnlementation of the Action Programme on the Envmronnent
the Commission wishes to esteollsh a svstem for centquizing and re~2
circulating information from the survelllance and monltorlnn networks
for surface fresh‘waﬁer n6llution. The information will be used Go
establish and enalyse pollution levels, and Zssess the impact of water
.nollﬁtion control regulations, The system could eventuslly form part
of a worldwide monitoring system provided for in the Uhlted Nations
environment »rogramme., ‘

4
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" "'A central agency in eadh Member State is to collect the’

fwater purity deta from the mecsuring. stations snd send #hem to tne

f ,C@mm1531on, The Commission will analyze the date received from thei
network,’ aﬁd dravf up an annual. odnsolidated report on the 81tuation.

Gist of the O»ninion

. b . " f

. ThejEponogic‘and Social Committee adopted unaniﬁouél&:fhis ﬁ?
proposal. v | L

"The Committee annroves‘the proposal'for o Decision, but
wouwld like to see new sampllng and measurlng stations set up as qumckl
. as possible, so as to increase our knowledge of water quality. If- .
necessary, Communyty help should be provided, ,J

liore épecifically, the Committee considers that adaptations.
of the Decision to technical »progress should also cover standar-: |
dization of methods. PFurtherucre, the Committee set up for this
purpose should meet regularly - at all events, at least once o year, '
thile being aware of the difficulties involved, the’Com—
'_mitfee suggests that hexsvalent chromium and sulphates be included
ariong the chemical parameters on which data must be exchanged (see

‘Annexes to the Decision).
‘ /

' N

The, Cormittee based its Opinion on material prepared by
. its Section for Protection 'of the Environment, Public Health and
- Consumer Affeirs under the chairmenship of Mr ROSEINGRAVE - Ireland
- Various Interests. The Rapporteur was Mr EBOLI - Italy - Various
’Interests{
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{,'7.‘COMpany taxation | .

o

of " systems of Compqny Taxation and of withholdlng Taxes on

L Dividends,
o

gjstlof the Proposal .

\

The backgrourd to thie proposal is the Coumcil Resolution
of 22 Maxrch 1971 establishlng the bases on which economic and monetary:

i . Proposal for a Council Directive concernlng the hermonization,

union w111 be achieved, The union cannot be attained without 8 certﬁinvf'”

amount of fiscal harmonization., The Council gave o prominent place at ',
that time to fiscal harmonization, reaffirming the immortance of the
measures to be adopted in its Resolution of 21 Merch 1972. Since that
time, the Council has adopted several Directives on the harmonizationm -
of leglslatlon of Member States concerning turnover texes, and a s
Dlrective concerning excise duties on manufactured tobacoo. Aqslxtﬁ
Dlrectlve on the establishment of a uniform basis of qssessmenb for -
VAT was submitted to the Council 1n June 1973, and the Commission put
forward in 1975 an actlon nrogr4Mme for taxation in general-

&

4

“»" THe need to harmonize systems of company taxatlon end w1th-

o holdlng of taxes on dividends are said to be considerable in so far
o8 the differences between existing national legislétion in this field
repregent a constraint on the free movement of cepital and, further,
fepresent an impediment +to competitioﬁ throughout the Commﬁnity ag a’
whole, In stressing the'neeﬂ, however, the Commission is well aware
of the difficulties involved duve to Governments using the fiscal )

7 system as an important instrument for achieving economic and social

) objectives, ‘ |

!
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'+ ' The Commission, heving looked ax|¢he three major typés of
.company taxation currently Operatlng withln the Member States hag" come
.out in favour of a common imputation system, whlch largely removes :
. the double taxation of,comgany vrofits and dlstrlbut;ye Q1vi§ends¢ ;‘ZE
0 Ly
The proposal clearly lays out the dlsadvanuages of the 1VM5¢
alternatlve systems and lists among the advantages of the ;mputation K
.System greater freedom to distribute profits and the nlaclng ‘of 1oan ;f
nand equity financing on a more equal ‘footing. The proposal deals with
the tax situation of one-man businesses in the Mémber States,,believ1ng
that the imputetion system will treat such businesses. more famrly.
A further advantage of the system is that tax avoidance by persons K
- with large tax liabilities should be greatly reduced. o

The new gsystem, however, involves the granting to compdﬁ&’s '
shareholders of tax credits in relation to their companies’ dividends.
The transference of tax credit across frontiers will olmost certainly
provoke technical difficulties, but the advantages are thought to
outweigh the disadvantages.

‘Finally, the tax credit granted to the recipient of divi-
dends under the imputation K system has the effect of a withholding tax..
In the Commission's view, a withholding tax is essential to discourage
tax evasion, The proposals are illustrated by seversl numerical

‘exémples. ’

" Gist of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee adopted by 64 votes to
'+ 25 with 12 abstentions its Opinion on this proposal.

‘.'/..f
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The Committee's Oninion says that the proposed Directive
does ihdeed'represent one more step towards the free movement of
capital in the Community, but that its contribution will be insigé
nificant without a common approach in tackling the monetary insta-
bility, and in the liberalization of movements of capitale

The Cgmmittee generally supports the Commissibn's proyosal
for a Directive subject to the following specific reservations :

~ the main objectives of the proposed Directive must be more clearly
exposed, These are the alignment of structures and rates of :

a) taxes on the profits of joint-stock companies and

b) withholding taxes on dividends ~ as well as the encouragement
to invest in shares by relaxing the double economic taxation of
distributed profitss

- because of the highly technical.nature of the provisions of the
draft Directive; very clear instructions must be made available to
sharehclders and to tax authorities alike, The nmultiplicity of
possible circumstances and the fact that the transactions take place
between States give plenty of scope for distortions:

- gince the draft Directive swmecifically excludes investment com~
panies, the Committee urges the Council to adopt two further direc-

tives covering respectively unit trusts and investment companies;

- the alignment of corporation taxes should be completed by aligned
definitions of the taxable element of company profits.

ooc/oao
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The Bconomlc and 5001al Cormittee based its Opinion on
material prepared by its Section for Economlc and F1nanc1al Questions
under the chairmanship of Nr CHARBO - Netherlsnds - Various Interests,
The Rapporteur was Mr PEYROMAURE-DEBORD-BROCA - France - Employers.

‘ 8+ Manufactured tobacco - sixth Directive

Proposal for a Council Directive amendlng Directive
72/264/EE on taxes other than turnover taxes which affeot
the consumption of manufactured tobacco,

Gist of the Commission's Proposal

, The " Commission proposal for zo direcetive is the lotosst
in = series concerning the harmonization of indirect taxes on tobacco
nroducts,.

The effect of this "sixth" directive would be to postpone
for a further six months the introduction of the second stage of a
3~stage tox harmonization programme which began in July 1973.

i

‘ The Council has already twice postponed the introduction
., of the second stage for 12 months,

Gist of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee adopted unanimously its
’Opin;on on this proposal.

In this Opinion it is stated unequiﬁocally that unless
the Council reaches a definite decision before 31 December 1976 re~
garding the criteria proposed for the second stage of the harmoni-
zation of these tobacco taxes (on cigarettes), the gquestion must

ooo/aoo
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finally be assked whether the nolitical will really exists within the
Coﬁmunity for this or other lik? tox harmonization »nrogrammes,

The Committee has repeatedly expréssed the importance it
attaches to this tobacco tax hormonization prograrme, It has given
Oglnlons on a propocal for a tobacco product "gefinitions™ Counci“
D*rnctlve es well as on the proposals for the second stege of the

;oxX harmonigzation. '

The Oninion insists a Council Decision be taken before
31 December this year, on the proposals covering the second stage.

The Cormittee based itg Opinion on meterial nrepared by
its Section for Beconomic snd FPinencial Questions under the chairman-
ship of Mr CHARBO -~ Netherlands - Various Interesis. Tie
"Renporteur wes Lir O'CEALLAIGH - Ireland - Employers.

9. International Corriags of Perishable Foodstufls (ATD)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Entry into
Torrce of the Agreocment on the International Carriage of
Perighable Pootstulls and on the Special Equipment %o .be
Used for such Carriage (4T72).

s+ of the Commission's Cdocument

-

On 1 September 1970, the United Eaticns' Eeonomic Com-~-
rnission for Furoje pubiished the Agreement on the International
Carriage of Perishable Foodstuffs and on the Special Tiguipment to be
used for such Carriage (ATP).

,
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The Agreement was opened for 31gnature on 31 May 1971 and,'
31nce enough couatries have now signed. the Agroement it will entbr
into force on 21 November 1976 ‘ R

t

The nine Member States of the Ccmmunlty contributed to the '
drafting of the ATP Agreement and at the present tlme France end the
Federal Republic of Germany have already ratified it - .

2

he LTP Agree nents lays down: that the corrfiage of chilled
or deep—fvozep Toodstuffe ond milk »roducts, mest, fish and geme = -
between signchory States by roil znd road or a combination of the

“twoy must be carried out using as appropriate 1nsulaued or refri-

gerated equipment which compiiles with specific standards and con- I

The Commission attoches great importance to the entry into
force of the ATP Agreement, which it regards as an essential pre-
reduisite for the establishment of uniform regulations for the
carriage of perishable foodstuffs applicable to an area larger thon
the territory of the nine llember States. Implementation of this

- ‘Agreément will unquestionebly be conducive to better areservation of
" . the quality of perishable foodstuffs during transport, esnecially
- between the ELC and non~-EEC countries; improving the c:nditions

under which perishable foodstuffls are kept during transport is likely
to lead to an increase in trade in such foodstuffs between the EEC
and non-EEC countries.

‘Within the Community the public health requirements gover-

- ning shipments of certain perishable foodstuffg between Member Stotes

are laid down in Community regulstions.

oo./ooo
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There are no contradictions between these Community pro-
visions znd the standards loid dovm in the ATP.

The rules prescribed by the ATP for the carriage of peri-
shable foodstuffs are also of major significance for the Common
Transport Policye

Indeed, it would severely prejudice the alignmeht of the
conditions of competition and the smooth functioning of the transpors
moarket if the carriers specieslizing in these categories of foodgtulfs
were subject to different rules, as would be the case if all the
lember Stetes did not apply the ATP provisions,

The Commission pronoses that the kember States, acting
together in the interest of the Community and on its behalf, should
jointly deposit their instruments of ratification or accession to the
Agreement on a date as closce as possible to 21 November 5976.

This joint acfion is to be given an official Community
character by hoving the Member States'! instruments deposited by a
single authorized representative from the Member Stote holding the
nresidency of the Council,

The French and Germon Governments, which have already de-
posited their instruments of accession to the Agreement, are to
associate themselves with the Cormunity action by informing the
Secretariat of the United Nations  in writing that they acceded as
members of the Community.

Gist of the Oninion

' The Economic and Social Committee adopted unanimously its
Opinion on this proposal.
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o The Commlttee based its Oplnlon on material prepared
by its Section for Transport and Commmications under the ehalrmanShip !
of Mr HOFFHANN - Germany - Workers?! Group. 'The Rapporteur was '

"Mr RENAUD - France - Employers! Group.

. 10. Generalized Tariff Prgferencés
Ce:: e~ﬁ11 ed Prrifs Profcerences Schemc for 1977,

Gist of the Commission's GSP Proposals

The new proposals are almost identical to those for 1976.
The main changes are : (i) the number of processed agricultural
products covered by the GSP is to be increased by 463 (ii) ceilings
"and quotas for industrial products are to be raised by some 50% under
a new method for calculating ceilings; (iii) textile quotas are up
*gome 50% and (iv) the distribution of these quotas is to be adapted to
the needs of beneficiary countries, The Community has been applying
the GSP to imports from certain devéloping countries and territories
since 1971, and proposals are submitted every year by the Commission
to the Council.

Gist of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee adopted unanimously
(with 7 abstentions) its Opinion on this scheme,
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Pollowing the EEC}S unilateral offer to UNCTAD pf 1969,
. the Commission, since 1971, has submitted proposals every year %o
the Council on generalized tariff preferences to be applied to
inports from developing counbries.

The proposed scheme for 1977 is to cover far more processed
agricultural preducts than hitherto, Quotas and ceilings are to be’
raised even more, by an average of %0%, for industrial products
other than textiles, where the increases are less.

In its Opinion, the Committee reaffirms its support for
the idsa of a generalized teriff oreferences scheme (GSP) but
severely criticises the Commission's new proposals,

~ The statistics used by the Commission, says the Committee, are
inadequate since they date from 1974; |

-~ The Jormission seems to have ignored completely the employment
situation in the Community in drawing up its proposals;

- The FEC!'s increesingly open external policy contrasts sharply

with its complete failure to set its own house in order and
organize iys internal policies;

tqo/oo.
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|~ The Committee also notes the lack of any link between Community
medlummterm forecasts for industrial development and agrlculture f '
and the acts of external pollcy. o

The Committee suspects that the Commission was prompted
‘above all by nolltlcal motives when draftinu its proposals, and »
merely wanted to demonstrate as clearly as possible the Commqnlty's T
Opennhandedness towards the developing countries.

The Committee feels that the Commission has done hardly
anything to see that the GSP benefits the most needy developing
countries, The Commission should not hesitate to exclude from
the schene developing countries that have attained a certain
degree of competitiveness,

The Committee prepared its Opinion on the basis of
naterial supplied by its Section for Extermal Relations under the
chairmanship of Mr CARSTENS « Denmark -~ Employers. The Rapporteur
was Mr EVAIN - France - Employers.

11. Multiannual JRC Programme

Proposal for a Multiannual Research Programme of the
' Joint Research Centre 1977 - 1980,

Gist of the Proposal

The new programme will run for four years (1 January 1977 -
31 December 1980)., It represents the detvailed formulation of the

oco/ooc
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Overall Concept which was presented by the Commission in October 1975
and discussed in the Committee's Study of 25 May 1976 on R & D
Policy.

The draft programme has been reworded in line with the
policy of orientving research work towards the most urgent needs of
ne Comrmnity. It concentrates heavily on the two sectors of energy
and the enviroannent., These alone will account for 70% of the JRC's
future activity. The remaining 30% will be mainly devoted to what
are broadly termed "publie service activities™. Ealf of the energy
research will deal with nuclear safety. The programme has also been
severely pruned. Of the 22 former research objechives, oanly ten now

remain,

There are a number of new features in the administration
of the programme. New staff regulations are intended to ensure
greater staff mobility, reduce the average age of research fteams and
solve the problem of social disparities. Revision of the programme
after three years will lead to a “rolling programma¥ system designed
to ensure greater continuity of the ressorch., Finally, by expressing.
the financial resources in constant valucs as at 1 Janwwary 1977, it
is hoped to streamline budgetary approval procedures.
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- BREAYDOWIN OF FUNDS AND 'STARE

$

STATT (2) (3)

i | COLLG T

i PROGRAMIES AL :
¥ i EXPPHNTTURE ‘ ‘1 of vhich
: ((in Lillion TOTAL |research |
: usae) (1) ‘ stalff
; j |

'+ I, - REACTOR SAFETY {92,130 440 239,
| 1T, DPIUTONIUM FUELS AKD | 41,480 209 121
| ACTIGIDE RESEARCH |
f i
| III. KNUCTEAR MATPRIALS AND L 34,380 161 97
; RANTOAGPI TR WASTE |
g AL GIIENT , J
{ IV,  SNLAR ENERCY % 17,270 57 35
' V.  HYDROGIN | 16,460 78 1 50
1 1 +
! VI,  COWCEDTUAL STUDIES GN I 2,550 14 8
g TUM ONTCTFAR FUSTON ; ;
i LB ACTORS § ]
i | s 5
[ VII. HIGH-TEMPERATURE MATERIALS, 9,190 51 36
P | '
| VITI, ENVIRCNIENT AND RESOURCES | 41,330 188 | 115
| IX, - IBASURBIEATS, STANDARDS 59,690 285 | 161
? A Pl ERRICE TRCHNLATES ;

,§ (ETLT) !
| %
! X,  OERVICE AND SUPPORT 59,910 221 . 116
;‘ ACTIVITIES ; !
{. |
g :
i TOTAL 374,390 1,705 , 820

(1) Expressed in constant values as at 1 Janunry 1977
" (2) Excluding 183 officials made available under Article 6(c)

(ESSOR project)

- (3) BExecluiing 471 locol stofT.
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Gist of the Proposal
The Fconomic ond Socizl Committee adopted unanimouély its
Opinion on this proposal.

The Committee anproves the new programme which will run
for four years from 1 Januwsry 1977 with a total budget for the period
of 3744 million u.a.

I+ believes the JRC's work must take on a focal charsmcier.
But, so long as only 0.5% o total public expenditure on R & D in
the Community is devoted to direct Cémmunity research, it considers
that the JRC can merely plsy o complementary role. The Committes
therefore believes that the Ilember States should increasingly trons-—
fer their responsibilities and appropriate funds to the Commumity
particularly in the case o7 lorpge, expensive projects.

The JRC nmust also play o greater - if not central role ~
in coordinating research projects involving inter-Member-State
ccllaboration.

The Committee endorses each of the ten individual resezrch
programmes contained in the multiannual programrme, These cover :

1) recctor safety;

2) plutonium fuels and cctinide research;

3) nuclecr materials and racdioactive waste nonagement;
4) solar enerzy;

5) hycrogen;

6) conceptunl studies on thermonuclear fusion reactors;

coc/u_o.



7) high temperature materials;
8) ' environment and resources; | .
. 9) meésurements, stendarcs and reference techniques (METRE)
. 10) service and support activities. '

/

‘ Spedifibally, it would like to see further intensification
of effort in the field of plutonium fuels and actinide resenrch., It
believes the funds committed to research on nuclear materials and '
radioactive waste management to be still inadequotes. The solar,
gﬁergy programme shbuld be subject to future re-examination with =2

. view to achieving greater selectivity.

The Committee welcomes the degree of streamlining achieved
by replacing the 22 actions of “the previous nultiannual progrorime by
these ten programmes, /Lt the same time, it believes thet future
multiannual programmes must move in the direction of further concen~
tration.

Finally, the Committee also colls for closer linlin between
.those responsible for the programmes and the potential users of the
results obtained., It sees the new budgeting and "rolling programme”
arrangenents as features designed to improve the'continuity of the
JRC*s worke. It believes that the Council's decision-making procedures
must allow it to make acdjustments for inflation in a clear and
straightforward manner,.

The Economic and S¢cial Committee based its Opinion on
material prepared by ites Section for Energy and Nuclear Questions
-under the chairmanship of I MILLER - United Kingdom -~ Employers,
The'Rapporteur was lxr SCHLITT ~ Germany - Various Interests.
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12, Safety informetion at the workplsce

Proposal for a Council Iiirective on the Harmorization
-of the Legal and Acdministrative Regulations of the
Member States on the Provision of Safety Information
at *tkhe VWoraplare,

’

Gist of the Commission's proposal

L

The proposal is part of the Social Action Programme and
is intended %o improve ssfety at work by setting up a Community
systen of warwing signs., It is also designed to remove barriers
to the free movement of persons and services which result from ithe
different languages ond warning signe used in the llember States,

To accomplish these goals, the Commission is invoking
Article 100 of the EEC Treaty to propose a complete alignment of
rules on the mandatory introduction of warning signs at work,

As regards the field of applicotion, the Section notes
that the purpose of the proposal is to indicate the type of sign
to be used (or how safety information is to be provided) in cases
where llember States’ national provisions make signs compulsory,
On the other hand, cuestions regarding the location and edviscbility
of signs are not covered by the proposal and are the responsibility
of the Lkember States,

A committee made up of representatives from the Member
States and chaired by a representative of the Commission is to see
that signs are adapted rapidly to technical progress and to inter-
national methods of indicating information; It is to do this accor-
ding to a procedure set out in Article 6 of the proposal,

cerlone
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The appendix to the proposed directive contains s list of

basic signs and describes the principles to be. follwed, i,e, simple,

striking symbols with the use of written text limited to a minimume

Gist. of the Opinion

The Economic and Social Committee adopted unanimously
its Opinion on this pr0posa1.

. The Committee approves the proposed directive but points -
out that the measures proposed represent only one aspect of the
comprehensive action that should be taken to improve safety and
health at work,

fter stressing the importance of warning signs. and
information designed to prevent accidents, the Committee makes
various remarks on the specific task and composition of the
Committee provided for in Article 5 of the proposal and on the
procedures for implementing the measures proposed,

The Committec based its Opinion on material prepared
by its Section for Social Questions under the chairmanship of
Mr HOUTHUYS - Belgium - Workers, The Repporteur was lir KIRSCHEN ~
Italy -~ Workers,

13, Wine

Proposal for z Council Regulation (EEC) amending Regulation
(EEC) No., 817/70 Laying Down Special Provisions relating
to Quality Wines Produced in Specified Regions,

.C./.IQ'



- @ist of the Commission's proposal
Articie 10 of the basic Regulation (o, 817/7C) innludes
provisgions %S¢ <¢eal with the rrotlem bf cxzess yields per hochore,
As this Article has been internreted in vorious ways, the Comrission
’propdses thet. the Article be amended. The new version of Article 10
’sets ouis three altexrnative ways of using gropes or winc procuced over
and abowve the fimed yield per hectare,
The Cormission considers that the terms of the proposeal
are such that, in the event of excess yield, the producticn of table
wine vwould be less profitable than the productiosn of quality wincs
and thus produvcers will toke care not to exceed the yiold. The new
propozal is Tthzrelfere unlikely *o leoud Lo an iacrzose ian the guantit
of feble wine cligible Tor imtzrwvantlca,

-~
t
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the Opirion

The Economic ané Socizl Committce alopted by a large majority,
with 6 votes against and 7 abstentions, itc Opinion on this vroposal,

The Cormittee gonoerally approvad the Commissiont!s proposcl,
which ig intend:s@ 4o irtroluce o miriwm degree of strndarlisation in
Cormumity rules regordineg exsess yields mer hectare of grapes used for

making GUOLLTY WinesS,

Put the Cormittee also thoucht that certain specific »oints

in the propocal ghcdld e cheougnd £o a3 to take more account of natural
prciuciion zenditions and traditions in producer countirics in the

Commaditiy,

--o/occ



The Committee prepared its Opinlon on the ba81s of materlal’
supnl*cd by ite Section for Agriculiure under the chairranshiv of
Mr FMO CAPORILTSTA - Italy - Voricus Imterests, The Rapportcur was
Mr GUILLAUME - Frence - Verious Irterests, K

14+ Second Environmentel Programnc

’ . 1
Contiruation and Implomentation of & Duropean Commumity
Pellicy and Action Tiogiramase on the Environment (Irafs
kesolution of fﬁe Cotmeil prosented by $he Commission)e

-Gist of the Draft Programme

The p*esenistion of this draft sets the seal on the first
proararme adopted by the Ccuneil in November 1973,

At its meeting on 16 October 1975, the Council of liinisters.

set ccrtain guidelires on the baszia of the initial iceas of the

Comrission on the second programne, These guridelines were

- the work started by the Commmnity in the first action prosranme
‘was to ve continued:

-~ measures 1o upgradce the environment and combat pollution were to
be stepned vp, with the accent being placed more on prevention;

v
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- = Steps should be tzken to stop waste of energy and raw materials; .

~ Environmental aspects were to be taken into consideration in the
policy of co--overation with developing countries,

There are five chapters in the new progremme, The first
is & re~gtatement of the cobjectives and principles adopted by the
Council at its November 1973 meeting, particularly the "polluter
pays" principle, the need for preventive action and the principle
that for each category of pollution there chould be an attempt o
find the solution best adapted to that category and to the geog-
raphical area to be protecwed. |

The second chaplter deals with reducing pollution. Priority
has been given here to reducing water pollution in the various sectors
of use, due regard being given to (i) the already serious deteriora-~
tion in the quality of water in many regions, {(ii) the long-tsra
effects of water pollution, (iii) the rroblems of marine pollution,
and (iv) vital biological and ecological balances.

Noise and atmospheric pollution ere also covered, I
proposed that quality standards be drawn up Tor residentiel aress,
industrial estates, and means of traasport, and that noise messure-
ment methods, etc.,, be standardized,

The third chapter covers an importent field, namely the
non—destructive use and rational management of space, the envivon—,
ment and natural resources. Particular abttention has been given to
protecting the countryside and certain particularly wvulnerable

O.l/'.l
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regions, In the next few years, the Community\éhould develop a
'system of maps on which data on the natural environment are indi~.\

. cated, The aim of this system is to help optimize environmental

blanning. In rural areas work will be concerned mainly with pesti-

‘¢ides, intensive farming, mineral fertilizers and modern methods -

of cultivatione

An interntional conference on urban areas, in which the
Council of Furopean IMunicipalities and the International Union of B
TLocal Authorities are to participate, is planned for 1977. The
main topic will be the envirommental problems caused by urban growth

"and decline, Other measures in this section concern the preser—

vation of historical buildings and coastal regions, the protection
of land and marine wildlife, the coordination of national laws on
hunting, the protection of flora and the conservation of genetic
resources (animal and plant gene banks), Particular attention is
given to protecting wabter resources,

The fourth chapter deals with more general issues relating

- to the economic aspects of the planned environmental measures, the

dissemination of information, research and education of the public, .
Stress is laid on the need for preventive action, not only in the
fight against pollution but also in planning and developing the
rational use of natural resources,

0.0/0‘0‘
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The last chapter deals with Communi%ty action at inter-
national level, especially its policy towards developing countries.

t
1}

The second environmental action programme will cover a
" period of five years, It will follow om from the first programme
at the begimning of 1977 and run until the end of 1981.

Gist of the Opinion

' The Economic and Social Committece adopted unanimously
its Opinion on this draft programme.

The Committee considers that the Member States! and the
Commission's environmental need to be coordinated and urges the
Commission to adopt an increasingly forceful approach in its ad-
ministration of the information agreement, with a view to developing
& comprehensive policy.

The Commission emphasizes that nowadays industrial develop=
ment is hampered by the shortage of natural resources and the re-
jection of the consumer society ethie by growing sections of the
population. But the answers the Commission suggests -~ harmonious
development of the economy and linking the Community's environment
policy to economic and social development - are not sufficient.

The Committee also deplores the slow start that has been

made in implementing the first action programme. To date, the
Council has adopted twenty-two directives, decisions, recommendations

ces/ons
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‘and resoluﬁlons, but stlll has to discuss an even greater number
of proposals, It will probably be 1977 before the Member' States have
passed any leglslatlan to implement the first programme.» ‘
The results of past measures are important when déciding
what the future priorities should be, because their study shows
how effective particular methods have been and indicates the best
ways of matching availdble resources to the ends in view, A table
of priorities, with a timetable, needs to be drawn up in order to
enable more control to be exercised over the use of the limited
resources available and ensure that the programme is carried out
" realistically.

The Committee deals with the following questions one=~by-
one ¢

' gggt analysis of environmental protection, where the problem is
to introduce qualitative elements into the calculation of economic
growth (i.e. the traditional method of ealculation must be supple-
mented with new qualitative indicators, especially in the social
field)., Obviously, there are many snags to be overcome before
common criteria can be established for such qualitative elements.
However, it is necessary to work out a method of calculating
national economic performance in which qualitative objectives are

~ included, and the notions of cost and benefit are modified to take

_aécount of such qualitative objectives;

- @he prevention and reduction of pollution and nuisances, a sector
“where environmental action must be spelt out clearly if the pro-
grammes are to receive public support and if the public is %o

-00/-00
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ﬁ'undexétand and accept ‘the resultant changes in income structures;

- E@ucatlon of the_publlc. The Committee calls for a programme
,1nvolv1ng (a) the traditional centres of education, the home and

. .schools (in deve}qplng an awareness of environmental problems among

_ the members of the younger generation), (b) all the mass media
\(whefé suitable methods must be found for diffusing information’
in.an easily digestible form end arousing the active interest

" of oax drivers, farmers, tourists and other members -of the
~public) and . (c) the addition to higher education syllabuses of -

- general environment courses and special courses for. env1ronmental
technicians and for other jobs comnected with the env1ronment'

- Community action against water pollution. The Cormittee wages
that international conventions on marine pollution be applied
uniformly throughout the Community and become incorporated inio,“
Community law where the Community has concluded such conventions as
a single party under international law; '

~ Ay and soil_poilutigg, with special reference to pollution at
the workplace, which gradually spreads to the outside environment
in most cases;

- Community action in relation to energy production. The Committee
stresses the public fears and concern aroused by the bgilding~of,all
types of power stations, but especially nuclear installations,

oov/.oo
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. Onie of the major problems is the sitzng of power statlons, anﬁ |
more particularly the clustering cf"power stations in emall’ '?
areas., There should be close contacts between Member States’ over

the piting of power stations, particularly in border argas. Theee

- contacts should centwre on the exchange of information (on. cen- %g

struction projects and on the criteria used to determine whether
and where to bulld power stations) with a view to protecting ﬁhe
env1ronment. :

W w

&,

A Commumity directive es%ablishing common criteria, for ‘the; , .~ ;
sitihg of future power stations would be highly desirable. Wifhﬁj5
such criteria and a classification of land according to ecological
features, power stations, could be sited better and the concentrati
of power stations, particularly in border areas, could be avoided.:

Corrunity cetion on particular products and the drive asainst
waste, In this connection, the Committee urges that moves to set
up scrap markets and coordinate the activities of these markets at
EEC level be encouraged, '

Environmental impact assessment. The Committee approves the Com— -
mission's proposal that the Community develop a procedure for ‘
assessing environmental impact. Since some lMember States have
elready introduced such’assessmehts, or are studying the question,
the Committee considers it extremely important that the Community's
work should include an aligmment of existing procedures and should
build on the experience gained so far,

vee/oun’
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Initially, the purpose of such a procedure should be to 'predict

. and possibly measure the effects of proposcd decisions or measures
which are thought lilely %o have an influence on the enviromment.
This will make it possilile to »nrevent or minimize pollution or other
damage to the eénvironment caused by the proposed measures,

The Committee based its Opinion on material prepared by
its Section for Protection of the Enviromment, Public Health and
Consumer Affairs under the chairmemship of IMr ROSEINGRAVE -~ Ireland
- Various Interests, The Rapporteur was Mr MERLI BRANDINI - Italy
- Workers.

15. Liabelling of Foodstuffs

Proposal for a Council Directive on the Approximation
of the Laws of the Member States relating to the
Labelling, Presentation and Advertizing of Foodstuffs
for Sale to the Ultimate Consumer.

Gist of the Proposal for a Directive

This proposal covers the labelling of foodstuffs which are
to be sold to the final consumer without being Ffurther processed, as
well as certain aspects of presentation and advertizing. It seeks to
protect the consumer by nrohibiting fraud and fraudulent claims.

Under the proposal producers will have to indicate certain items of
information on food labels, viz. the neme under which the product is
sold, the ingredients, the net quantity (in the case of pre~packed
products), the "date of minimum durability’, the conditions of storage
and use, the name/business name and address of the manufacturer, the
packer or a seller established within the EEC, the place of origin or

ugc/o-u



provenonce, end the tnstructlons for use. Oertain terms have been

- defined 1n order to make them as clear as p0351ble. However, the
- propooea glrectlve is ru“atlveLy lexible, Thus, in the case of

ertain foodstuffs, it will be possible under EEC or - in their
abSence -~ national rules to require that information in addition to
that: 1aid down in Article 3 be indicated or to waive the obligation
$o indicats certain items of informetion. , .

Gist of the Coinion

!

The Economic and Social Committee adopted unanimously, :
less 1 abstention, its Oninion on this proposal.

The Committee noted that the food labelling requirements '

which the proposed Directive sought to introduce into Community law
and therefore into national legislation constituted an important step
forward in cousumer inTormation and bowards more Lransparent compet-
tion between producers and between distributors.

Consumers necded to be given a better basis on which %o

choose between the enormous number of products on scle nowadays and

to withstand the increased pressure of advertizing and sales-
promotion techniquss. Better product labelling would help.

The proposed Directive was to apply to pre-packed products
and products sold loose to the final consumer, but not to inter-
wediate products (supplied to manufacturers and processors),

1
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The Comﬁittee approved tuis approach, but wanted measures
%o be talen at either Commmity or national level so that
food manufacturers and processors, too, had o be given information
"about the composition of the intermediate products they bought, so
that they could comply with the Directive,

The Committee observed that there could be difficulties in
applying the Directive in the case of small packages. It favoured a
.more flexible approach whexre the specific requirements of Article (10)3
could not be applied correctly, subject, however, to a uniform Com-
munity procedure and without affecting the obligation to supply con-
sumers with the information specified in the Directive.

The success of the Directive on food labelling could be
greatly enhanced by new specific Directives under the Programme for
Eliminating Technical Barriers to Trade, The Community should there-
fore press chead with the adoption of these Directives as fast as
possible, '

In its comments on specific aspects of the Directive, the
Committee deplored the failure to define the term *ultimate consumer",
which had different meanings in different Member States, This could -
cause difficulties regarding big pre-packages which are generally
sold to groups of consumers such as echools, hospitals, prisons, etc.

The Commission has proposed a list of terms expressing
claims for the product whose use should be banned or restricted, The
Committee called for safeguards to prevent terms very similar to
those on the list being used, '
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] The Commission's represenﬁatlve at meetlngs the Committee

has had on this propbsal has indicated that the use of the .name, . or
part of the name, of a foodstuff (e.gs butter, milk, chocolate,
fruit)‘in the designation or brand name of another foodstuff, which
right mislead the consumer into believing that the latter was
present as an ingredient, should be prohibited.

The Committee also recommended that labels should also

give the name and address of an accountable party (manmufacturer,

packer, seller) based in the Commnity.

. The Commission had included safeguards regarding carry-over
(accidental presence of nesticide residues). The term “carry-overh
should be defined more precisely in the proposal, and the names of
substances with which the surface of fruit and vegetables had been
treated after being picked or harvested should be given on the label, -
-The Committee also called for a Commuwnity list of products for
treating fruit and vegetables : not all these substances were already
on the Comrmunity lists of food additives.

Regarding shelf-life dates, bearing in mind the diferent
situations existing, the Committee ¢

- endorsed the vprinciple of date-marking:
- considered that the proposed Directive should stipulate that
foodstuffs must be marked with a date of “minimum durability", and

that

- in many cases it might be necessary to apply other procedures in
line with Article 4, viz @

t
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» the indication of a different date;

« the indication of two dates (&.gs date' of manufacture and dura-
bilisy date);

[

« Gispensing with date-markings;

~ called upon the Cormission to gather opinions and recommendatioﬂé
on this matter and draw up, for submission to the Advisory Committee
“on TFoodstuffs and subscquently to the Economic and Social Committee,
propoéals for making all the relevant facts concerning prepacked
foodstuffs clear, so that consumers are better informed.

'The Committee considered that dctailcd rules should zlso
be laid down on non-prepacked foodstuffs in an LEC Directive,; so that:
2ll the Member States had wniform provisions,

Finally, the Committec commented on the annexes regarding
indication of ingredients, notably on fats, thc neced to distinguish
between natural and synthetic colouring matters (now under the same
name, Csg. caramel) and the inclusion of propellant gas.

The Committee based its Opinion on material prepared by
its Section for Protection of the Environment, Public Health apd
Consumer Affairs under the chairmanship of lir ROSEINGRAVE - Ireland -,
Various Interests. The Rapporteur was Mr DE GRAVE - Belgium ~ Workers,

16. Amendment to Regulation concerning Furopean Foundation

Proposal for a2 Council Regulation amending Reguletion (EEG)
No. 1365/75 on the Creation of a Furopean Foundation for the
Improvement of Living and Working Conditions,
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"\@ist of the Commission proposal
.o, \

Co The Commission proposes creating a second post of Députy
. Director, to maintain o balance between the two aspects of the
" Poundation's work,

L . i

t

- Gist of the Opinion ! S

{

_ The Economic -and Social Committee udopted unanimously, with |
© 7 abstentions, its Opinion on this proposal, ‘

The Committce prepared its Opinion on the basis of material
supplied by its Section for Protection of the Environment, Publie
Health and Consumer Alfcirs under the chairmenship of Mr ROSEINGRAVE -

 Ircland - Various Intcrests. The Rapporteur was lMrs. EVANS - United
Kingdom -~ Variocus Intercsts,

I\
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EXTERNAL RELNATTONS

s

Section for Proteehion of the Enwironment, Public Health ond Consumer

Affairs Mo ©r 4n Yreieh

5 its meeting in lunich cn 16 and 17 Sentember 1976, chaired
by IMr ROSTINGHIVE, Slre Zecticn prepared its Opinion on the Second
Environment Progromac (Reapportsur ¢ Mr MERLI BRANDINT) and the
Labelling of Foodoiuffs (Rapportenr : Mr DE GRAVE),

!
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NEW REQUESTS

For Opinions during August and September, the Council &

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directives
64/432 of 26 June 1964, 72/461 of 12 December 1972 and
72/462 of 12 December 1972 on health and veterinary
problems,

Proposal for a Council Regulation (EEC) supplementing
Regulation (EEC) No, 100/76 with regard to arrangements
for importing prepered and preserved sardines,

Proposal for a four~-year period programme 1977/1980 in the
field of scientific and techniczl education,

Proposal for a Council Decision adopting a technological
research progremme for the footwear gcecucr,

Proposel for a Council Directive on the approximation of
the taxes of the liember States relating to the ranges of
nominal quantities permitted for certain prepackaged
products,

Proposal for z Directive on the approximation of the laws
of the Member States relating to boats and their fittings,

- o ‘ >
Proposal for a Council Directive relating to the approxi-
mation of the laws, regulations and administrative pro-

vicions of the ilember Stetes concerning liability for
defective products,

o-o/ooo
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10,

11,
12,
13,

14,

15,

- 63 -
\ *
Proposal for a Council Directive on the scrubihg, by
Member States of transactions forming part of the system
of finencing by the Guarantee Secticn of the Burdgpean
Agricultural Guidance and Guarsntee Fund,

' »

Communication from the Cormission to the Council on action
in the field of trensport infrastructure

Propossl for a Council Decision instltvtlng a consultation v
procedure and creating a Committee in the field of tranSport
infrastructure

Proposql for a Council Revulatlon concerning aid to progects
of Community interest in the field of transport 1nfra~ ,
struocture, | r

Proposal for a Council Directive prohibiting the placing
on the market and the use of plant protection products
containing certain active substances

Proposal for a Council Directive concerning the placing
of EEC-accepted plant protection products on the market,

Proposal for a Council Directive on the quality require-
ments for waters capable of supporting freshwater fish,

Proposed Council Directive on toxic and dangerous waste

Proposal for a Council Directive supplementing, with
regard to the chilling process, amended Directive 71/118/EEC
on health problems alfectlnp trade in fresh poultrymeat

Proposal for a Regulation (EEC) of the Council concluding
the Agreement establishing a European laying-up fund for
inland waterway vessels, and adopting the provisions for

- its implementation,
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,142nd Plenary Session - October 1976

Veterinary Medicines

Veterinary Regulations affecting leat Trade (New Member'States)

- The CAP in the "orld Context (own initiative)

Sardines

Scientific and Technical Education Programme
Nuclear Safety (Study)

JAEA Tuclear Inspections

Working Conditions Rond Tramsport (2nd Opinion)

Agreement on Laying-Up Fund for Inland Vaterway Vessels
Articles of Precious lletals

Custons Debt

Taxation of Security Transactions

International Cooperation against Tax Lvasion

Apnual Report on Economic Situation in the Community
Specific Measures to Relieve Unemployment

Airqraft Noise

i43rd Plenary Session - November 1976

= EAGGI Checlks
= Review of Energy R & D Programme

" ¢ = Pransport Infrastructure

Ve

" ‘

,1’ 5
'+ * ='Accounts of Public Companies (Seventh Company Law Directive)

t

~'Pransport between EEC end Eastern Bloc (own initiative)

.= Investment Companies and Unit Trust
- Research in Shoe Industry

—l’ | I-of/o’on
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Working Conditions in Inland Viaterweay Goods Transport
Fourth Medium-Term Economic Policy Programme

Operation of the Regional Fund (own initiative)

Consumcr Action Programme

Toxic and Dangerous astes

Quality Standards for TFresh Water able to Support Fish
Amendnent European Foundation for Improvement of Living and
orking Conditions

Green Paper on Employee Participation

I

i

A4th Plenary Session - December 1976

Illegal Immigration
Bxtension of Social Security Cover of Particular Groums
Job Preparation for Uanemplicyed Young Peéple
Prepacked Products
Incdustrial Thangs and IEmployment
Pleasure Craft Tyre »proval
s

Comnunity Relations with Portusal (Study)

145th Plensry Session - January 1977

Snall~ and Medium-Sized Tusinesses {(ovm initiative)
Regi-mal Policy, Unernrinyaont and Inflaotion (ova initiative)
Employment in Agriculiure {own initiative)

GAT? Negotiations (additional Opinion)

146th Plenary Session - February 1977

LAgreements between the Community and Countries of the East and
South Mediterranean

Relations between Industrialized and Developing Countries
Alignment of Taxes (study)

coc/ooo
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~ 14Tth Plenary Session - March 1977 o - ’ .

. = PFresh Poultry Meat

Defective Products

Plant Protection Products

Prohibition of Certain Plant Protection Products

eoe/oas
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1. Regignetions

On 1 October 1976, ir_ dJ.Jd.A. CHARBO, former Chairmen of the
Centrale der Nederlandse VerbruiksccSoperasics, and My Alfons LAPPAS,
menber of the Feleral Goverming DBoard of the Deutscher Gewerkscasf Sem
‘bund, resignad as memberes of the Commrittee, Iir CHAERD and Mr LATPAS
2d heen cn the Cormittee since 20 June 1969 and 23 August 1970
respectively,

Mr Arnc BYSKOV, member of the Danish Industrirfdet and
Committee mewber since 1 Janvary 1973, has annovnced thaot he will be
resigning from the Committce as of 1 Jaruary 1977.

2, Appointments

The Council of the European Communities has appointcé the
following new Committee members :

Mr Michael T, WALSH to replace Lord BRIGINSHAW
Mr Augusto BARTONI to replace Mr Mario TRANCUILLI LEALI
Mr Dietmar CRENMER to replace lr Alfons LAPPAS,










PUBLICATIONS OBTAINABLE FROM THE ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Periodical

— Bulletin (monthly publication)

General Documentation

— The Economic and Sociai Committee (leaflet) (January 1975)

— The Economic and Social Committee (April 1975)
(A descriptive brochure) 16 p.

— Annual Report (1975) 62 p. (1974) 60 p. (1973) 64 p.

— Directory (November 1975)
(List of members) 32 p.

Opinions and Studies
— Systems of education and vocational training
(August 1976) (Study) 114 p.

— Regional Policy (March 1976)
(Opinion) 11 p.

— European Union (July 1975)
(Opinion) 33 p.

— Progress Report on the Common Agricultural Policy
(February 1975) (Study) 52 p.

— The Situation of Small and Medium-sized Undertakings in the
European Community (March 1975) (Study) 69 p.
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