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*% ABOUT FIFTY SCIENCE JOURNALISTS from various countries of

Burope were recently invited, under the auspices of the

Buropean Union of Associstions of Scicence Journmalists, to
visit the plants of the Centre national frangais pour
1'exploration des océans (CNEXO) in Marseilles and Toulon,
and the Marcoule plant of the Commissariat frangais &

1'énergie atomique (CEA).

ANNEX 2 contains extracts from a recent address given by
Mr G. Masini, then president of the European Union of
Associations of Science Journalists, on the role of the

scientific press in Buropean cooperation.

»* THE QUALITATIVE AINS OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH and the choices

they entail are still a subject of passionate debate. In

this connection a grodp of BEuropean officials not directly

concerned in the problems of research recently attempted
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an experiment of considerable originality. The group - which
naturally is not permanent -~ was composed of men and women of
different nationalities, ages, occupations and opinions; its
purpose was to reflect freely about the possible aims and
options of scientific research in Europe., ANNEX 2 summarizes
some of the results of this "think-in"., The views are of course

those of the authors concerned, not of the European Commission.

The Economic and Social Committee rendered a favourable opinion
on the proposal for a Council Regulation on COMMUNITY CONTRACTS
presented by the Buropean Commission in July 1972 (IRT No. 154).
In view of the hitherto limited results achieved Yy international

technological cooperation, the Committee considers that, for the
proposed regulation to be fully effective, the Community author—
ities should map out a Puropean scientific and technological
policy stating the guidelines to be followed and the means to

be employed.

The Economic and Social Committee also approved the proposed
dircctive, presented by the Buropean Commission, for a revision
of the basic standards of HEALTH PROTECTION applying to workers
or members of the general public exposed to HAZARDS RESULTING
FROM TONIZING RADIATIONS (IRT Nos 134). The Committee emphasized

the timeliness of this proposal, as ionizing radiations are now

used increasingly in all fields of research, medicine and
technology, and the second forward programme for miclear energy
published by the Commission envisages rapid and extensive recourse
to mclear energy for the Community's energy requiremcnts

(IRT No. 161)+ The Committee even recommended stronger protective

measures in certain cases, eofas



3t

X/298/73-E

Finally, the Economic and Social Committee approved the proposed
directive on the approximation of Member States' laws on COSMETIC
RPODUCTS, recently presented hy the European Commission (IRT No. 162).

PRIMARY ENERGY PRODUCTION reached 169,59 million tee in Britain,
20280 million tce in Ireland and 8,000 tce in Demmark in 1971.
Total production in the Communiiy of the Six amounted to

335,856 million tce in the same year.

These figures are taken from a special report on energy production
and requirements in Britain, Ireland and Demmark in 1969, 1970

and 1971. The report has just been published, in several languages,
by the Statistical Office of the European Communities and is
available at the price of 150 Bfrs. from the Official Publications
Office of the European Communities (Case Postale 1003, Luxembourg)e

The European Commission is sponsoring a comparative critical
study of Menber States' laws on INDUSTRIAL DEEP-SEA DEVELOPMENT,

The Commission has already expressed the wish that appropriate
measures be taken, especially at international level, to protect
seawater from pollution (IRT No. 185), There is a serious risk
that industrial development of the sea, whether off-shore oil
extraction or the mining of other resources from the sea~bed,
will both increase and diversify sea pollution, As the situation
evolves, thc present laws of the Member States will probably
have to be revised or replaced, The Commission therefore thought
the time ripe for a thorough study of the legislation now in
force in the Community, in order to detect the loopholes in it
and assemble the necessary material for an international
comvention defining ruleg for the protection of deep—sea

regions against pollution due to sea~floor development and

e/ s
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laying down basic provisions to ensure the rules are respected,
The natorial could then be transmitted to the Council of
Ministers with a view to a Community initiative at the appropriate

international level,

This study has just been launched, No results are available yct.

According to a short-~term survey conducted at the beginning of
1973 in France, Germany, Italy, Belgiun and the Netherlands,

the next few monmths should witness an appreciable rise in

SALES OF CONSUMER DURABLES in all the original Community countries
except Italye

As in the past, most of the consumers questioned thought it was
reasonable to save some of their earnings. On the basis of their
expressed intentions, we may expect SAVINGS to be proportionally
higher than the Community average in Germany and the Netherlands
in the coming months, The forms of saving prefcrred ‘by consumers
ere still the savings book and bank account, Building society
investment seems to be increasingly popular in Germany, and
fairly popular in Francc, Govermment loans and private company
bonds enjoy the widest estecm as o preferential form of saving
for houscholds in Belgium and Italy. Company shares are the
least popular form of savings in all the countries this type

of investment is confined almost exclusively to households in

the upper income brackets,

The European Commission has published a comprehensive report on
the CHANGING FINANCTIAL SITUATION OF SOCIAL SECURITY in the
Comtmnity Member States (1965 - 1970 - 1975). The rcport

forccasts the future trend of social security expenditurc and

receipts, both globally and specifically, assuming that ee/ee
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legislation in this field remains unchanged and present trends
are maintained, and using each country's economic hypotheses

for variations in prices, wages and employment during the period
1971 to 1975+ The report may be obtained in French, German,
Italian or Dutch, from the Official Publications Office of the
European Commmnitiess.

An intermational colloquium on the IDENTIFICATION OF TRRADIATED
FOODSTUFFS is to be organized by the Commission of the Buropean
Commnities and the Bundesforschungsanstalt fiir Lebensmittel—

frischhaltung in Karlsruhe (Germany) on 24 and 25 October 1973.

The collocuium will discuss current research and recent findings

on the physical, chemical and biological changes that are
detectable in foodstuffs irradiated for preservation purposes.
On the basis of such changes it should be possidle to develop
suitable and practical control techniques to determine whether
foodstuffs have been irradiated.

The anmal report on Community research in BIOLOGY AND HEALTH
PROTECTION has just been published by the Duropean Commission.
It gives a brief picture of the work accomplished in 1972 by
the research team at the Ispra Establishment of the Joint

Research Centre and other wori: carried out under contract (37

contracts concluded in 1972 with some 70 institutes, universities
and national or international agencies). Research was concerned
with radiation protection (measurements of rays, interpretation
of measurements, dosimetry, radioactive contamination of the
enviroment, short-term and long~term hereditary effects of
ionizing radiations), and the application of knowledge acquired
in radiation protection, radiation biology and miclear techniques
to medical and agronomic research (IRT Nos. 104 and 175).

This report, published under the mumber EUR 4864 (759 pages,

900 Bfrs., several languages), may be obbtained from the Official
Publication Office of the Europeen Communities, Case Postale
1003, Luxembourg 1.
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THT ROLE OF THE SCIENTIFIC PRESS IN RUROPEAN COOPERATION

(extracts fronm an address given at a recent meeting of the European
Union of Associations of Science Journalists, by Mr G, Masini,
President of the Union)

The Zuronean Union of Associations of Science Journalists was created
and developed by the thrust of European awareness: the peoples of
Burope are realizing their present and future responsibilities and
feeling the need to meet, to get to know, appreciate and help each
other in a single community effectively embracing the full richness
of their diversity. ' |

Obviously this coming-together cannot be confincd to governmental and
political matters; it must be given cultural support, substance and
roots by the erchange of our respective experiences, for it is
imperative that henceforward we pool our ideas in an effort to find

a joint solution to the problems which confront mankind today.

One of the most practical and effective ways of informing and guiding
people is through journalism,

Thus journalists have a vital and very specific role to play. Tirst
they must inform the public of the problems, achievenents and prospects
of science znd tecimology (which - for better or for worse — determine
the pattern of modern life). This requires a constant effort to keep
abreast of new knowledge and close collaboration with the people
directly involved in leéding scientific fields, since journalists must
naturally be able to understand the processes znd problems associated
with the various devglopments before they can hope td put them into a
language accessible to the laymen. In short, science journalists
represent a vital link between the scientific world and a gencral

public which has the right to know about scientific progress.
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Science fortunately uses a language that trenscends the historical or
cultural differences between countries - the laﬁéuage of mothematics,
common to all men, Whereas history, philosophy and literature cen dbe
conceived and understood in various ways, depending on the slant imposed
by different traditions and national interests, science is not limited
-by such constraints. - To-taire .an ordinary and streightforward example,
Pythagoras! theorem in mathematics or the Carnot cycle in physics are
expressed in a language which has a universal and identical meaning

for Frenchmen, Englishmen, Italians and Chinese, This featurc of the
science journalists! field of activity constitutes yet another reason

for their union and mutually profitable collaboration.

FPurthermore; because of the present structure of the world it is
inconceivable thet scientific and technological (or any other) problams
can be solved by a single country, especially one with the dimensions

10 be found in Lurope.

Pinally; but not least important, their is the fact that Durope can and
must continue to meke a major contribution to the progress of human
civilizations This is illustrated by the activities of the Duropean
Union of Associations of Science Journalists as well as the other
nanifestations of the awckening of a Buropean consiousness. It is
unthinkable that Europesn culture and Furopean valuces, which have
developed over 20 centuries of history, should have nothing morc to
offer the modern world. IEven in science and technology, Furope has

not exhausted its resourcess On no account should it let itself be

overwhelmed by the giants of America and Asia.

The difficulty lies, once again,:in the task of maintaining unity,
in leerning to work together and to forgive our respective failings.
In accomplishing this task,science journalists have z dominant role
to play. The Iuropean Union, originally composed of the national
associations of Community countries,'is therefore trying to expand
its ranks to include all European countries. It has alrcady had

sone success in this endeavour.
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AN ORIGINAL METHOD FOR TRYING TO DEFINE THE OBJECTIVES OF A SCIENTIFIC
RESEARCH POLICY CORRESPONDING TO REAL NEEDS

THE QUALITATIVE ATMS OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH and the choices they entail

are still a subject of passionate debate.

In this connection, a group of Buropean officials not directly c¢oncerned
with research problems recently carried out an original experiment in
Brussels. The Group, which naturally has nothing permanent about it,
was composed of men and women of different nationalities, ages,
gpecialities and opinions. Its purpose was to think freely about the
possible aims and options of scientific research in Burope. It

intentibnally avoided the question of military research.
We thought it would be interesting to swmarize some of the results
of this think-in. The views are of course those of the authors

themselves and not of the European Commission.

1¢ A few questions

The governments of the western industrialized countries, especially
the Community countries, have so far based their scientific and
technical policies mainly on considerations of international power

(or prestige) and economic growth; the objectives are ofiten confined
to a few privileged sectors (military research, atomic powar; space,
aeronautics, data»processing). ire these priorities, estai’ished over
10 years ago, still justifiable today? If not, what new objectives
should we strive for? What priorities should we adopt?
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Competition through constant innovation is a trend forstered by the
industrialized States -and has directly engendered - if not actively
provoked -~ a similar trend in private life. The rapid renewal of
products, the constant encouragement {to consume and to change, the
unbridled economic expansion - despite the occasional expression of
scruples or taking of precautions -~ are all established characteristics
of modern industrialized societies. Should the public authorities
continue to foster this trend? Doez the pace of change allow surficient

control over scientific and technical progress?

2. L few simple $ruths

In refleccting about these questions, the "free~thinking" group thought
it useful to restate what it considered to be confirmed truths:

-~ Most Official working parties responsible for preparing highelevel

decisions arc composed of men only.

-~ Whatever their respective fields, the members of these groups have
almost all been through the mill of higher education. Their thought
:prooosees -and criteria are comparable.and they ustially reach similar
conclusions, The similarity of R & D policies based on their work,
and the fact that the same policies have been followed unswervingly

for more than ten years, are a striking illustration of this fact.
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~ Glimmers of originélity or immovation are generally confined to the
work of independent or marginel groups. Isolated original sﬁggestions
that occur in the debates or documents of official groups almost always
disappear in the final documcnts or at best when the decisions are

mede.

- Official working parties seecm to find it difficult to appreciate
the real needs of the mem-inetho-street, and especially their
relative importance or urgency. In preparing for decisions, official
groups tend to discuss matters betﬁeen themselves,; on the bagis of
their own knowledge or impression of the facts, rather than on the
the basis of the facts themselves,

3s A fow general remarks

The following gencral reflections emerged from the group's discussions:

- The external trappings of modern life are too often confused with
progresss The products or services lavished upon the consuner, and
the systematic pursuit of innovation; distroct or prevent him from

expressing his real needs.

-~ Living in an industrialized and increasingly complex world, which he
bareiy understands and iﬁ which he finds it more and ﬁore difficult
to situate or justify his existence, the man-in-the-street is
surrounded by a growing abundence of sophisticated appliances and
products which he can ncither understand nor control., He is their

victim as much as their master.
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- The constant stimulation of the production~consumption cycle by
government and industry contrasts sirangely with the slow pace
of socicl reorganization, the adeptation of tcaching methods and
the provision of mass education facilities, All too often, when
trying to control these adjusiments, the euthorities end up by not
naking then at all,

- The informetion given to the man-in-the-street (by the politicions,
the employers, the trade unions or the commercial world) is mainly
designed to mobilize or to seduce him, almost never to encourage

him to make an objecctive or reasonable choices

- A higher standard of 1iving must not be confused with a better
quality of life.s In the industrialized countries the satisfaction
of basic nceds -~ the goal of a "petter life" - appéars no more ‘
urgent than tht quest for a "fuller life"; It is becoming vital
for individuals or the collcctivity to creete an acceptable
quelity of life and to understond their particular plece, legitimacy,

role and power (not purchosing power). )

- The many forms of dialogue, consultation, participation and co-management
that arc genérously proposed to today's nanmin~the-street (usually fér
the purpose of better agsessing his needs) too often prove factitious.
The concept of dialoguc implies that the two partiecs oadmit that thoy
may be wrong: this rarely happense.

-~ Pinally, if it now appcars that national interest and public interest
arc nc longer always one and the ¥eme, pcrheps we can find the way

to promoting the general intes- #: «3 Community level.
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4. L few objectives for scientific research in the European Commmity

The group considered that the following priorities should be reflected
in the allocation of funds for scientific rescarch and technological

development:

" (a) Social sciences

In the share-out of funds for research there is a %endency to overlook
the sciences of man - the social soiences; economice and the sciences‘
of decisionemalring, organization and operational researchs. These
embrace a wide range of subjects which should be given systematic
supports They include:

— Information (in the broad sense): General research into methods of
collecting information: new types of opinion polls, consultation
procedures and ways of asscssing resl needs (in industry, administrative
departments, towns and citics, regions, countrics, etce)s Rosearck

into methods of disseminating information (distribution techniques and

woys of presenting the information, especially commercial informotion).

- Education and training: Teaching undoubtedly represents a key factor

in the developmnent of a more maturc society -in which all people benefit
from social progréss. But this is a particularly difficult task.

To continue to impart a static culture, 2 passive lmowledge, cannot
produce the "men of dialogue™ thet modern society needs. Here too,
research can help considerably. Psychologists, psycho-sociologists,

sociologists,' educationalists can propose new approachess
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~ The organization of society: Under this general heading a quantity

of research could well be undertaken on the various existing or planned
forms of social organization, with the aim of working out possible ways
of improving them. Results would be submitted to the micro- or

nacro-commmitics concerncd. This rescarch could often be coupled with

technical back-up research,; particularly on elecctronics or automatization.

-~ Control over progrcsse: It is desirable to slow down somewhat the

production~consumption cycles This would require research end experiment
to determine the economic and social repurcussions - especially on
labour - of a gradual switch from present broducts (made for quick
replacenent) to more reliable and durable products. At the same time

ve should stuly ways of chonnelling adyertizing towards more meaningful

informatione

(b) Protection and improvement of humen health and safety

Thesc fiélds include a number of R & D activities which should be given
greater priority., Unlike most other research objectives, physical
well-being is an end in itself (reduction and if possible climination
of pollution and nuisances, early detection of diseases, nervous

+

disorders, etcs)e.

(c) Planning of the human environment and agricultural research

(town planning, building, civil enginccring, transport, communications,

environment, agricultural productivity and technology, etc. )



5+ A few suggestions

Would it not be advisable to work out a new method of assessing which
R & D projects should be launched?

In view of the increasing effect of the "sccondary fall-out™ of scicnce
on society, would it not be advisable to develop a scientific theory on

the objectives of science and ways of attaining then?

Would it not be advisable to encourage research in order to find new
patterns of lifce morc consistent with pcople's aspirations than the

way of life offered at the prescnt time.

These, we repeat, are the idcas pf a freoly formed group of Buropean
officialss They commit no one but the authors themselves and arc not,
under any circumstances, to be considered as an indication of the opinion
of the Commission of the Europecn Communities. We thought it interesting
to print them in order to show the importance that such a wide veriety

of people attach to the choice of objectives for scientific research.








