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Proposal for a Council Decision on tbé Memorandum of Understanding of

2 March 1978 betveen certain maritime authorities on the maintenaice of

standards on merchant shigs.

ggnlanatorx Memorandum

Within the framewérk of the improvement'of safety at sea and of the
prevention and fight against maritime pollution, the European Council of
7 - 8 April 1978 invited the Council, on the proposal of the Commission, to
adopt without delay, within the Community, appropriate measures for the rapid
application of existing international rules, particula:ly on minimum standards
relating to the conditions of operatign of ships.

In itso Communic#tion to the Council of 28 April 1978 on marine -
pollution arising from the carriage of o0il("Amoco Cadiz") (doc. COM(78) 184
final), the Commission expressed the intention of forwarding to the Council a
proposal for adopting at Community levef the agreement concluded in The Hague
on 2 March 1978 between the marltlme nuthorltxes of eight North, Sea countries
(six Member States and two third coun1r1es) on the maintenance of standards on
merchant ships. This agreement provides for uniform and concerted enforcement
procedures in the ports of the countries concerned, applicable to all ships
of whatever flag, and also exchanges of informatipn between maritime authorities,
designed to ensurs, by appropriatelﬁction in case of any shortcomings, that on
ships visiting these ports no circumstance is present which is clearly dangerous
for the safety of the ship or the healfh of the crew.

In this draft Council Decision +the Commission proposes ‘that ﬁember States
not already participafing in this agrpement take the necessary steps to ensure -
that their maritime authorities request to participate in it. Such an extension
of tho agreement would have the effect that in the Community as ‘a whole, the
shipping and .port authorities of both present and future Member States could
exercise more uniform and concerted, and thus more effective, surveillance of
substandard ships using Community waters and ports.

This proposed Dxrective only constitutes one stage in achieving the aims
of preventing accidents and polluticn and working against substandard ShlpB by
a firmer and more effective enforcement of international standards. In this connec-
tion, the Commission intends to present to the Council before i October 1978 proposal
on an appropriate legal basis, aimed at harmonising, at Comm ity level, natzonal
legislation on the control of ships in Community ports.
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Finally, the Commission would mention that it is
requasting, by letter to the Dutch Goverrment for the attention of the
permanent secretarial referred to in Section 9 of the Memorandum of

Understanding, to partiocipate in the work of {the authoritiss party to
the agreement,
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Lo ‘ ' Proposal for a

"~ cOUNCIL DECISION ON TIF: MIFORANTAM_OF UMDFRSTAN DING OF 2 MARCH 1978
| e CERTAIN MARITTME AUTHORITIES ON THE MAINTENANCE OF STANDARDS

_ Mmmxm'-' SHIPS

The counoil of the E\u'opean COmmu.nities, .

‘Having regard to the ‘l‘re&.ty eata'blishing the Europesn Economio Commnlty,
and in particular Article 84(2) '%hereof.

Baving regard to the proposal from tfw ,cqmiseion,

Having rogard to the opinion of the'm.\ropoan Parliame;ﬁt, ’
Having regard to tho Opinion of the Ecpnomic and Sm_ial CQmmi-atee ’

Hherea,s the !m"opean Council of 7 and 8 April 1978 declared 'tha‘c the prevention of

and fight againat marine pollution, parhc\ﬂ.arly by eil, must be made- & major objective
of Community action, and invited the Counci:],, ecting on proposals from the Commigsion,
and the Member States to take appropriate action mthin the Couununl‘t:y without delay
end to adopt within the competent international orga.nisations common positions on the ‘
.mpid application of exis lting internationhl rules in this field, pa.rticu.larly as regardu
minimum sta.ndax'da i‘o? th opcrating conditions of ohipsj

Hhereag a memorandum of understanding was adopted on 2 March 1978 between the maritime

' author:l.ties of eight North Sea countmes (Be;lgiump Denmark, F‘ra.nce, the Netherlands.
‘tho Federal Republic of Germa.ny, the United Kingdom, Norway and Sweden), whereas this

administrative agreement “is designed to achieve the following main aims: to coordinate
tha pcfinn ot thage aufhm--lf-loa ag naﬂardc the gantenl af and tha nvchpmm nf jafapmatien™
reqarding substandard shios usina their oorts, to oermit the effective aopolication of

harmon'lzed orocedures of surveillance and control of- sh‘los as reaards certain minimum

standards of safety and health laid down in a number of international aqrecments; to
permit remedial action to be taken where these standards are not met; anmd to ensure

that on shins calling at their ports or using their inland waters there is nothing which
is clearly dangeraus for health or safety;

Whereas the application of this memora.ndum of understand‘lng, as extended to the CQmmun'ity

en-a uhola, will have the effect of -capsing the ma.ritz.me authorities of the C’ommmwy to
exercise more unifora surveillance of ‘substanderd ships weing their ports, so as '!so

engure, on all coasts of the Oommun%yg the uai'fectiwmem ul this supervigion and

L]

contrel ond 4thus the saloly of nhipm S ) A . >

HAS ADOPTED THIS DCCISIGN“

A, . -

.
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Artinsle 1 -

1, MHanbor 3tates ehall +toke all necesmary stepn to ensure that their maritime

avthorition, to the extent that they do not already participate, make application to
participate in the memorandum of understanding signed in The Hague on 2 March 1978 -

on the maintenance of standards on merchant shibs.

2. These applications to participate shall be made b; . 1978.

-

3. ‘The maritime euthorities ghall inform the permanent secretariat referred t0 in
Section 9 -of tho memgrandum that their apgltcation {3 being made in accordance with this
Decision.

Article 2
il M2 L3N

Yember States whose maritime authorities already participate in the meao-

rendum of understanding shall use their qood offices tn mhtain the acceptance‘by
non-fenber States par.icépating in the agreement of the . appt1cat1ons to participate

referred to in Article 1.

Article 3

The Vember States shall give theit full support to the memorandum of understanding
and in particula, shall reguire their maritime authorities to make full use of all
the posnibiiities which it offers, &9 as to ensure , for ships

using Community pgfts, the most effective control which is possible within the
framework of the agreement. .

This Decision 48 addressed to the Member States.

Por the Council,
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