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EXPLANATORY MEMGRANDUM

1o Article 7{2)(8) of Council Dirwzotive 75/726/FEC af 17 Fovewber 1575
on the apprasimation of the laws of the Membsr States oconcerning
freit juices and certaln similer produci;s}'., authorlzes the zddition
of oltrio acid or lemon juice %0 pulpy necters obbaired from pears or
pesohes or g mixbture of the twe.

Tais authorization needs to e extended 'tb pulpy nectars obtainsd froa
eweet cherries and appise, as the (natural) acid comtent of scme of
these fruite harvested in the Community is toc lowe

2e The Amnex to the Directive fixes the minimum (naturel) acid comtent of
fruit nectarse

The Commission has been informed that the éci&ity figures adopted for
apples; pears, peaches and citrus fruits did not permit the use of a
large proportion of Community production because of the low natural
acld contents The figures need therefore to be reduced so that these
fruits oan be useds ' )

A'l; the same time, it is advisable not o apply the criterion of minimum
(natural) aoid content to pulpy nectars which can be acidified, as

* _ this oriterion has no purpcse in the case of products whose gold ocontent
can be corrected by the addition of acide ‘

3¢ The second indemt of the second subparagraph of Article 18(1) of
Directive 75/726/EEC obliges Member States to prohibit trade in those
products which do not comply with the Directive three 'yea.rs af,’ce‘r

. 2 '
notification e

The Commission proposes that this time limit be extended to four years
for the Member States who desire ite The market in fruit juices and
nectars is at present going through a difficult period as a result of the
very poor weather in the summer of 1977 which affected salese The faoh

T(; No L 311, lel261975, pe 4C
Tne Directive was notified to the Hm‘ber Biates on 19 November 19’75
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that consumpilion was’luwer then forecast led in seversl ¥ember States

40 the formation of siocks which caonnot be dispoged of within the time
fixed by Directive 75,/!726_,”131520@ The Member States should tharefore be

allowed $0 extend this deadlins in order to gvoid losss

The Commission tekes the opportunity of this amendment to propose the
correction of an errvor in Article 16(1)(e) of Directive 75/726/FEC.

This subparagraph allows Member States to authorize the substitution

of lactic scid for citric acid in nectars obtained from apples or

pears or from a mixture of these fruitse However, Article 7(2)(d)

of Directive 75/726/EEC restricts the addition of acid to pulpy nectars,
and this restriction must therefore be included in Article 16(1)(e)e

When preparing this propossl, the Commission obtained the opinion of
the Member States and of the Advisory Committee on Foodstuffae

This proposal is based on Article 43 and 100 of the Treaty since it
ooncerns both agricultural and nom=agricultural productse

Consultation of the European Parliament is required by Article 43e In
e.ﬁldi'tion, the peoond_ paragraph of Artiocle 100 stipulates hat the
Buropean Parliament and the Economic and Social Committee must be
consulted as implementation of the proposed Directive will involve the
smendment of legislation in saome Member Statese
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Proposal for a Council Directive amending
Directive 75/726/EEC on the approximation of the laws of the
Member States concerning fruit juices and ocertain similar

| products

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economioc Oamuhity,
and in partioular Articles 43 and 100 therecf,

Kavixig regard to the proposal from the Commimsion,
Having regard to the Opinion of the European Parliament,
Having regard to the Opinion of the Economic and Social Committee,

Whereas Article 7(2)(d) of Council Directive 75/726/EEC of 17 November 1975
on the approxima:tion of the laws of the Member States concerning fruit
julces and certain similar products', aunthorizes the addition of oitric
acid or lemon juice to pulpy nectars obtained from pears or peaches or a
mixture of the twog

Hhere;as this practice should be extended to pulpy nectars obtained from
sweet cherries and apples, in view of the low natural aocid oon’cent of
-oertpin of these fruits harvested in the Communitys

Whereas the Annex to Directive 75/726/EEC fixes the minimum natural
acid content for fruit nectars;

Whereas the figures for nectars obtained from apples, pears, peaches and
citrus fruits are in certain ocases too high in view of the inmtrinsio )
analytic characteristics of some of the fruit produced in the Communityj
whereas these figures should theroft;re be lowereds '

.
» o

105 Wo L 311, 14121975, pe 40
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Whoreas the minimum natucal scid combent hes no significance in the oase
‘of products wiose snoid coutermt can be corrscted by the addition of an aecidi
whereas, therafore, this critsrion ghoald not spply ko these productas

Whereas the second indent of ths meocnd subparagraph of Article 18(1)
.of Dirsciive ?5/726/EEC obliges Mewber States to prohibit trade in those
products which do not comply with the:Directive three years after notificationy

Whereas, because of poor sales in 1977, 1t will not.alwaye e possible to
dispose of existing stocks before this deadlinej whereas the Menmber Siates
should therefore be authorized to extend the time limit to four years;

Whereas Article 16(1)(e) allows Member States to authorize the substitution
of lactic acid for ciiric acid for the acidification of certain nectarsj whereas
this possibility shopld be resiricted to pulpy nectars,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:

y o

'i ’ - Q:Eicle L

Amrectivé 75/726/EEO is hereby amended as followss

1
5

1.Article 7(2)(d) shall read:

"(d) in the cape of the production of the fruit neotars referred to in
Article 3(2)(0) which are obtained from apples, pears, peaches, sweet
cherries or a mixture of these fruits, the addition of citric acid
in a quantity not exceeding 5 érgms per litre of finished productj
the citric acid may, however, be replaced 'bota.ily or partially by an
equivalent quantity of lemon juices"

i

2.,Article 16(1)(e) shall read:;

"(®) up 4o 5 grams per litre of lactic acid may be added to the fruit
nectars referred to in Article 3(2)(c), where these are obtained -
from apples or pears or from a mixture of these fruits"s
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The second indent of the second subparagraph of Article 18(1) shall read:

¥ ~ prokibit trede in those products which do not comply’ with this _
 Directive three years after notification. This time limit may be
-extended to four years by the Member States". v

The Annex shall be replaced by the Annex hereto.

1
i

Article 2

Member States ghall take all neceésar‘y steps to comply with this
Directive with effect from 1 July 1979, and shall forthwith inform the
Commission thereof. ’

Article 3

This Direotive is addressed to ‘?he Member States.

Al

Dopq at Brussels For the Gounoil

. The Px;eaident
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