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Report by the Commission to the Council
on the subject of certain fresh meat of

pigs

INTRODUCTION

In 1976, when the draft directive on health problems affecting intra-Community
trade in meat products was being discussed, the matter of admititing boar meat to
intra—Community trade was raised., This led to the question whether the interdiction

on bringing fresh meat from male pigs into that trade, as laid down in Article 3,

foﬁrth paragraph wnder "a", should he limited to pigs used for breeding.

" Pursuant to the present language versions of the text in ¢ertain Member States,

this interdiction covers also non-castrated pigs which are not used for breeding
purposes. This was in conformity with the practice of castrating pigs destined

for fattening soon after their birth., The meat of male pigs not used for

- breeding purposes has, in general, no sexual odour, however, and objections are

presented to castration in view of modern trends.

\

Research in the Member States, viz. Belgium (Bekaert a.o., 1974), Denmark (Staun,
1971), Germeny (Witt and Schrdder, 1969), Englsnd (Pay and Davies, 1973; Prescobt
and Lamming, 1964 and 1967; Rhodes and Patterson, 1971), France (Desmoulin,.1973;
Perez and Desmoulin, 1975; Texier é.o., 1970), Ireland (Carroll a.o., 1963),

Italy (Mordenti a.o., 1968), the Netherlands (Walstra, 1974), has shown that the
feed conversion (i.e. the number of kilogrammes of feed necessary for one kilogfamme

growth) and the meat/fat ratio in case of male non-castrated slaughter pigs is

7 considerably more favourable than in the case of castrated animals,

In addition, modern breeding techniques produce pigs which grow more rapidly and
which are slaughtered before they reach a étage of develofment liable to result
in ﬁersistent sexual odour, The only uncastrated animals normally retained ’
beyond this stage of development by the farmer are those specifically kept for

breeding purposes,

There have also been important changes in consumer preference, which is increasingly
demanding less fat on meal and cuts and joints of meat of a smaller size, both of

which are best supplied by the uncastrated pig produced by présent modern techniques.
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a)

-

Research as to the presence of abnormal and sexual odour

The intensity of boar odour depends primarily on the quantity of certain steroids
{in particular of 5 x — androst - 16 - en 3 - one) in fatty tissues. In the

case of sensory perception the demonstration of its presence is dependent on the

persons who carry out the tests,

It must also ve taken into account that meat from female pigs may also show an

abnormal oiour,

Consumer p:els

Experiments in Britain (Rhodes, 1971/1972) and in the Netherlands (Walstra and
Maarse, 1970) with large consumer panels indicate that éonsumers in their family

situztion are not very sensitive to sexual odour in pig meat,

In the case of pork from pigs of 100 kg live weight, no complaints about boar pork

were made. In the case of bacon less than 1% of the consumers proved to be accurate

in differentiating odour from boars and females in cooking and the judgements

"less than normal" for taste were up %o 5.5% higher in cooked bacon from boars.

The view of the British research workers, supported by a more recent marketing trial,

in which 4 000 kg of boar pork was sold through a normal retail outlet over a period
of 10 weeks without consumer complaint of any sort (Rhodes and Krylow, 1975), is
that no evidence indicates that adverse consumer reaction is to be expected from

the cessation of the castration of pork or bacon pigs reared for meat,

In the consumer trial reported by Walstra (1974),.720 families received. meat from
boar carcases graded as having "strong" sexual odour, and meat from gilts, Cutlets
and belly cuts from boars were considered to have a "less pleasant" odour in

15 and 29% of the cases respectively., In similar cuts from gilts a percentage of
about 4 was found., (It is observed that there were consumers, both in England

and the Netherlands, who preferred boar meat),

Male pigs used for breeding purposes

It is generally accepted that within this category of pigs a high percentage possess
sexual odour; however, few concrete data have been published on this matter.
Experience 7.om veterinary inspections shows that in the case of old boars the

occurrence . I sexual odour diminishes but the kidneys of such animals show a

pronounced Jnormal odour, .

Simularly, experience from veterinary inspections shows that hermaphrodite and

cryptorchide pigs also have pronowiced odours,

It is therefore advisable to exclude the meat of such animals from intra-Community
trade,

L 4


collsvs
Text Box


[N

breeding ,ere su‘bsequently casbre‘bed 6 weeks or more 'bemre glaughter gsexuel
" odoyr is. no lcnger de’tec‘bed ' In consequence, it :Ls nc ‘necessa.ry to erc‘u.de

'l-‘ah"e mée’c of svcch anlme.ls from mtrepcommuni’by 'l;rade.

 Mes t Prolucts

-3~

'_'Ejimsrever ,'” is. well es%a"ollehed that glf bmrs Whlch ha,ve been used for

” - S

As indlca"bed under the heading "Conswner panels" a study of 'hhe 1i tere:ture

.(I.Toemen T amd dalstra 1977) demons'l:ra’bed uhat boe.r mee:‘!: mey be suitzble for -

- usein er'ce.m neat ﬂrodquS. ‘The meef of annale u.sec mr ::»*"eeu:x.n\_'r asy oul

'be used in these mea’c products, however, when they are strongly splced to
' -‘the ex‘bent 'l:hefs the odou:c' is. hldden. 'I‘lns fact 1n'kroduces pa.r'hmular 11mi‘f:at:|,onsi ‘
,Vln the use of ‘bhls’ mee.t o 1ncorpore,te this ‘Lype cf mee:t :m‘to :Cree trede would ‘
-prod,uce pro'blems of‘ con‘l;rol to- de'hermme its. use, wh:.ch wculd mpede the c:'enere,l A
ev'prmclple of free 'l:rede a.t presen'i: incorpore;bed :Ln the direc'k:we._ “In. addl’c:_on,f.
“the que.ntity of p‘rcduc'b 11kely %o be involved. is ver:y‘ limlte&, pa.r'bicul arly

when 'the possi'b:.li‘by of- 1n'l;roducmg m’bo 'brade mea‘b of animals ecastra:bed a'bj 'A
least: 6 weeks ‘befere slaughter is considered In consequence, it would not -
be Just:.fled 'bo mclude spe01al provisions rela:bed 'bo mea:h produc‘ts in the - ‘

: presen'l: text.

—;Conclusion

o

" As the mea.t of a la.rge proporblon pf me.le plgs used for breeding and of

hermaphrodrhe and. cryp'torchld p:l.gs has strong sexua.l odour, intra-Comnnm:.ty

o trade of such mea.t shoul& con‘hihue ‘bo be prohibi’bed However, meat of p:.gs

. The Comm:.ss:.on therefore proposes modiﬁcat:.on ‘bo 'l;he Council dlrectlve :

;;used fOr breedmg which are oa.s‘l:ra‘l‘.ed a‘t 1eest 6 weeks 'before slaughter ‘may

'

Vbe a,llowed. in'bo intra,-Commmnty 'trade. oo e ’ { - o

Ta.klng :m'l'.o e.ccoun'b 'bhe provis:.ons of Artlcle 3(2)6. of ‘bhe dlrective, the
norma.l ec'burlty of inspec'l;mn will continue to protect 'l:he consumer end

ensure for all 'bypes of fresh mea:l: 'l:ha:t meat wi'!:h e.bncrmal odours dces not
enter mtre—Communlty trede. ‘ PR T
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of 26 June. 1964 on heal'bh problems affecting in‘bra.—Communzty 'brade :Ln fresh

: f,me&'b (64/ 433/EEC), in accordance w;th -I:he annexed document

“
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Proposal for a
ANNEX

Council Direotive
of

smending Directive 64/433/BEC on health problems affecting
intra~Community trade in fresh meat

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community,and in -

particular Articles 43 and 100 thereof}

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission;

Having reg rd to the opinion of the European Parliament;

Haviﬁg regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social Committee;

Whereos, pursuant to the present language versions in some Member States of the
Council Directive 64/433/EEC of 26 June 1964 on health problems affecting intra-
Community trade in fresh meat1, as last amended by Directive ?5/3?9/EEC2, the

prohibition on intra-Community trade of boar meat includes non-castrated pigs which
are not used for breeding;
Whereas the meat of male pigs used for breeding, and of cryptorchid and hermaphrodite

pigs, ig shown by inspection experience tc have a pronounced unpleasant odour,
which puts particular limitations on the use of such meat; whereas to incorporate
this type of meat into intra~Community trade at the present time would produce
problems of control to determine its use, which would impede the general principle
of free trade at present incorporated in the Directive; whereas in conseguence

intra~Commmity trade in fresh meat from these animals should continue to be limited;

Whereas, however, it i3 established that, when boars which are used for breeding
are castrated at least six weeks before slaughter, the unpleasant odour is no
longer detected; whereas in consequence it is not necessary to exclude the meat

of such animals from intra~Community trade;

Whereaé modern bréeding techniques produce pigs which grow more rapidly and which
are slaughtered before they reach a stage of development liable to result in
persistent odour; whereas in consequence it is not necessary to limit intra-
Community trade in fresh meat from these male animals which have not been used

for breeding;

Wherezs the provisions of the pirective ensure that the normal activity of
““3pection w111 continue to protect the consumer and ensure, for ali types of fresh

meat, that . -at with abnormal odour does not enter intra-Community trade;

Tor 121, 29.7.64, p.2012
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' HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE: .

Article 1 °

Article 3(a) of Directive 64/433/EEC is amended to read as follows:

L 4 . .
"3) - fresh meat from cryptorchid and hermaphrodite pigs
- fresh meat of male pigs which have beeh used for breeding, with the
" exception of fresh meat from these animals when they have been castrated

at least six weeks prior to slaughter,”

. o . . Article 2 T

This Directive is addressed to the Member States,
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