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I 

173rd PLENARY SESSION 

The 173rd Plenary Session of the Economic and 

Social Committee of the European Communities was held in 
Brussels on 21 November 1979 under the chairmanship of 

Mr Raffaele VANNI, the Committee's Chairman. 

EXTRACTS FROM CHAIRMAN'S SPEECH 

The ESC and Lome II 

"31 October 1979 was a milestone in the history 
of the Community. It marked the signature in Lome of the 
second ACP-EEC Convention, a courageous and resolute step 
towards new relations between the industrialized and 
developing countries. 

I accepted with great pleasure an invitation to 
attend the signing ceremony; this invitation showed the 
general appreciation of the work done by the Committee in 
the implementation of the first Convention. I also wish 
to thank the Togo authorities for their warm welcome. 

The Commit tee has realized the importance and 
originality of the "Lome policy", which is based on but 
transcends the Conventions. The Committee has repeatedly 
taken a stand on the most significant components of this 
policy. 



In this connection I would refer to the general 

Opinions of 16 June 1974, 28 November 1975 and 18 July 
1978. And also to the Opinions drawn up this year on 
specific aspects. 

Generally speaking, the Committee has been con­
stantly concerned to draw attention to the importance of 
a dialogue between the economic interests and social 
groups of the industrialized countries. The Committee is 
convinced that "sensi tization" of these circles is con­
sistent with our general belief in participation, but is 
also of fUndamental practical importance, in that it will 
help turn the "Lome policy" to full account. 

A number of major steps have been taken in this 
connection. Acting under Article 80(5) of the first Lome 
Convention, which authorizes it to set up consultative 
committees for specific fields, the Consultative ACP-EEC 
Assembly instructed the Joint Committee to make recommen­
dations for consultation of organizations representing 
economic interests and social groups. 

The first consul tat ion was held in Luxembourg 
in June 1977, there was another consultation in 1978. 

The consul tat ions were useful, and it was de­
cided to hold a broader discussion in Geneva last June. 
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In close collaboration with the Community-level 

organizations representing various interests, and under 

the aegis of the Joint Committee, the Economic and Social 

Committee worked hard on the preparation of the above-

mentioned meetings. 

the Geneva meeting 

In anticipation of a follow-up to 

a follow-up which was finally 

decided in October by the Consultative Assembly, whose 

proceedings I had the privilege of attending - a Commit­

tee delegation held two meetings in Brussels with Commis­

sion delegates in the ACP countries, who said they would 

provide the Committee with all the assistance needed to 

inform the economic interests and soc'ial groups of the 

ACP countries, and to further meetings with their Commu­

nity opposite numbers. 

The store which we set by reinforcing the role 

of the Community - with full respect for the powers of 

the Community Institutions - is obvious to you all. Our 

role must be reconfirmed in all fields of policy which 

would benefit by consul tat ion with employers and labour 

and exchange of information between them. 

In the months ahead we shall have to devote 

much energy to this preparation, get into direct touch 

with ACP countries and look carefully at the subjects on 

the agenda of the meeting scheduled for next year. 

As regards these subjects, some general poin­

ters have emerged from the discussions I have had to 

date. In particular the parties concerned attach impor­

tance to industrial cooperation and economic complementa­

rity. 
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The continuing, excellent relations established 
with the eo-Chairmen of the Joint Committee, Mr BERSANI 
and Mr OUEDRAOGO - who I thank sincerely; continuing col­
laboration with the Community-level organizations repre­
senting individual interests; the scope for using pre­
vious experience, especially that of the members who have 
followed the matter closely and who I would like to 
associate closely with action; the efficiency and zeal of 
our secretariat. All these elements should be used to 
confirm once again the function of the Economic and 
Social Committee in this sensitive and fascinating area, 
and in other areas". 

Adoption of Opinions 

1. 4th ERDF ANNUAL REPORT 

The European Regional Development Fund - 4th 
Annual Report (1978) 

Gist of the Proposal 

The Fourth Annual Report is concerned with the 
ERDFs activities in 1978, i.e. before the new rules on 
the quota free Section were introduced in February 1979. 

Appropriations were thus distributed according 
to the arrangements adopted in 1~75. The Fund's endow­
ment for 1978 amounted to 581 million EUA. Appropria­
tions committed for approved schemes totalled 556 million 
EUA and a total of 225 million EUA had been paid out by 
the end of 1978. 
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The Commission firstly refers to the economic 
situation in 1978 and outlines the prospects for 1979. It 

then lists the various types of Fund aid by sector and 

region, emphasizing the five priority areas. It gives 
details of payments and checks on the implementation of 

projects and their compatibility with the ERDF Regula­

tion. 10% of assisted schemes are checked out. 

The Commission stresses that the ERDF is only 
one of several regional development instruments and that 
coordination of all Community policies is essential. In 
an effort to strengthen action to this end, the Commis­
sion introduces "the assessment of regional impact con­

cept" which will in future have to go hand-in-hand with 
the implementation of any Community policy. (Specific 
attention will be devoted to transport, energy and 

environment policies). 

Stating that regional policy must be seen as a 
vigorous growth policy instrumental in reducing unemploy­
ment and that, in future, national regional policy pro­
grammes will provide the framework for ERDF activity, the 
Commission concludes that it is absolutely essential to 
expand and improve information on Fund aid. 

The conclusions reiterate the above points, 
underscoring that ERDF funds must be used in conjunction 
with national aid and stressing the need to maintain the 
Fund's appropriations at an appropriate level. 
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Gist of the Opinion 

The Economic and Social Committee adopted its 

Opinion unanimously. 

Commenting on the European Regional Development 

Fund (ERDF) 1978 Report, the Committee stresses that in 

future regional policy must provide a real means of coun­

teracting regional imbalances in the Community. 

The Committee considers the Fund too small and 

the low percentage (5%) given over to the "quota-free" 

section quite inadequate. In view of these shortcomings 

the Committee considers the Fund incapable either of 

overcoming existing regional imbalances in the Community 

or of dealing with the new regional disparities which 

would result from the enlargement of the Community. 

The Committee urges that : 

- coordination of all national and Community policies 

having a bearing on regional development should at last 

become a reality, as advocated by the Commision; 

- decision on "integrated operations" in the regions be 

taken quickly. These operations are intended as a 

means of coordinating the Community financial instru­

ments in specific geographical areas so as to make an 

effective contribution to regional development. 

6 



On the Fund operations themselves, the Commit­

tee regrets that few applications were put forward to aid 

service industries, since such projects were very impor­

tant especially for tourism. 

It also deplores the delay in submitting sta­

tistics to the Commission for assessing the economic 

impact of the Fund. 

This Opinion was based on material prepared by 
the Section for Regional Development under the chairman­

ship of Mr MILNE - United Kingdom -Workers. The Rappor­

teur was Mr PEARSON - Ireland - Employers. 

2. ENERGY POLICY CONVERGENCE 

Energy Objectives of the Community for 1990 and 
Convergence of Policies of Member States 

Gist of the Communication 

The Commission's document follows up its Com­

munication on Energy Objectives for 1990 (Doe. COM( 78) 

613 final). It answers a specific request by the Council 

on 27 March 1979 for a comparative study of national po­

licies. The Community priorities, some of which are re­

stated more closely in the light of recent events, are 
designed to keep energy imports in 1990 at the same level 

as that set for 1985 (i.e. 470 MTOE). They include 
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- more intensive energy saving; 

- more use of coal and nuclear energy so that these two 

primary energy sources together cover at least 70 to 

75% of electricity production, which presupposes 

the restoration of the nuclear programmes; 

creating new coal-fixed capacities at least large 

enough to cover the shortfall in nuclear energy; 

regaining coal production at the 1973 level; 

a substantial increase in coal imports from non-Com­

munity countries; 

- increasing hydrocarbon production to as high a level as 

possible; 

- intensifying public information on energy problems. 

Gist of the Opinion 

The Economic and Social Committee adopted this 
Opinion by a large majority (4 votes against and 1 

abstention). 

Deeply concerned by the continuing instability 

of the oil market and the Community's dependence on 

imported energy, has expressed fears about Member States' 
failures to coordinate their energy policies. 
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To ensure acceptance of necessary sacrifices 

the public should be better informed about the implica­

tions of the energy crisis for living standards. The 

Committee feels that the Community should pursue the 

objectives proposed by the Commission, and in particular 

limit its energy imports to half its total consumption. 

More especially, the Committee deplores the 

absence of a Council decision on incentives for coal pro­

duction and sales and reiterates its call for Community 

action to protect workers and the public from nuclear 

hazards. This presupposes an effort to resolve the prob­

lem of radioactive waste and its storage. The public 

should be given objective information on these issues. 

The Member States are urged to make maximum use of 

their oil and gas resources, and to eliminate con­

straints on oil and gas prospecting. The Community 

must step up its drive to develop new energy sources. 

- Further, the Committee welcomes the proposal for an 

overall coordinated approach of relations with the oil­

producing countries, and calls for a genuine dialogue 

which will help restore the equilibrium of the world 

market. 
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This Opinion was based on material prepared by 
the Section for Energy and Nuclear Questions under the 
chairmanship of Mr HATRY - Belgium - Employers. The 

Rapporteur was Mr MARGOT - Belgium - Various Interests. 

3. AVIATION POLICY - CONSULTATION DECISION 

Proposal for a Council Decision initiating a 
Consultation Procedure concerning International 
Action in the Field of Air Transport 

Gist of the Commission's Proposal 

In anticipation of world-wide developments in 
air transport and their consequences for the Community, 
the Commission considers it desirable to define problems 
of common concern in this area and the action to be taken 
by Community bodies within international organizations. 

It is therefore important to facilitate exchan­
ges of information and mutual consultations with a view 
to promoting a coherent approach by Member States in in­
ternational organizations and vis-a-vis non-member coun­
tries. 

Gist of the Opinion 

In its Opinion, adopted unanimously, the Com­
mittee supports the Commission's proposal, since it 
thinks that a consultation procedure concerning interna­
tional air transport would be·advantageous to the Commu­
nity. However, it considers it unnecessary to set up an 
advisory committee for this purpose. The exchange of 
views could take place within the framework of Council 
working parties. 
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The Commission should, as a matter of priority, 

give consideration to measures to promote air transport 

within the Community and free it of unnecessary con­

straints and burdens. To this end the Commission is 

asked to continue its activity on the basis of the memo­

randum on the development of air transport services, 

which the Committee intends to examine in detail in the 

near future. 

This Opinion was based on work prepared by the 

Section for Transport and Communications under the chair­

manship of Mrs WEBER - Germany - Workers. The Rapporteur 

was liJr ZUNKLER - Germany - Employers. 

4. AID TO SMALL BUSINESSES IN PORTUGAL 

Proposal for a Council Decision introducing 
Special Aid for Small- and Medium-Sized Enter­
prises in Portugal 

Gist of the Commission's proposal 

In response to a programme submitted by the 

Portuguese Government, the Commission is proposing to 

allocate 47 million UA to the modernization and restruc­

turing of Portuguese small- and medium-sized businesses. 

The programme covers training and restructuring activi­

ties and seeks to facilitate Portugal's entry into the 

Common Market by improving the competitiveness of Portu­

guese small businesses - currently their productivity and 

development is well below the Community average. 
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Gist of the Opinion 

The Committee adopted its Opinion by a large 
majority (4 votes against). It approves the Commission's 
initiative in that it considers that the proposed aid can 
prepare a large number of Portuguese small and medium­
sized businesses to face the competition which will 
result from accession to the Community. Among its de­
tailed comments, the Committee draws the Commission's 
attention particularly to the need to publicize the 
Community action sufficiently and in good time so as to 
avoid discrimination when implementing the Community-fi­
nanced programme of training and restructuring for small 
and medium-sized businesses in Portugal. 

This Opinion was based on work prepared by the 
Section for External Relations under the chairmanship ot 

Mr de PRECIGOUT - France - Employers. The Rapporteur was 
Mr HEMMER - Luxembourg - Employers. 

5. REFLIEF FROM CUSTOMS DUTY 

Proposal for a Council Regulation Setting up a 
Community System of Reliefs from Customs Duty 

Gist of the Proposal 

The proposal sets out Community rules on relief 
from customs duty. 
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The effect of such relief is to waive applica­

tion of import duties (Common Customs Tariff duties, ag­

ricultural levies, etc.) on goods consumed in the Commu­

nity. 

There is a need to define a) the various 

instances where, in view of the circumstances of a given 

import operation, no protection of the Community economy 

is necessary and b) the circumstances in which it is not 

necessary to apply export duties (agricultural levies, 

monetary compensatory amounts). 

The proposal sets out the conditions under 

which relief from customs duty may be granted in each 

case and the scope of such relief. The adoption of the 

proposal will make it possible for everyone living in the 

Community to have the same facilities in this respect. 

The only re~iefs not falling within its field of applica­

tion are those based on agreements already concluded by 

Member States which, given their very specific aims, do 

not justify Community provisions) diplomatic or consular 

privileges, frontier agreements, etc.). At the same time 

the proposal represents a further significant step to­

wards a truly uniform application, both of the Common 

Customs Tariff and of the various charges levied under 

the Common Agricultural Policy and the specific arrange­

ments derived therefrom. 

The proposal is based largely on the autonomous 

or conventional measures currently in force in the Member 

States. 
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To ensure that the provisions of this proposal 

for a regulation are applied with the greatest possible 

uniformity throughout the Community, provision has been 

made for the drawing up, where necessary, of implementing 

measures by a Committee on Duty Free Arrangements. 

Gist of the Opinion 

In an Opinion, adopted unanimously, the Commit­

tee welcomes the Commission's proposal to set up a single 

Community system for relief from customs duties and to 

consolidate the provisions relating to such relief in one 
single text. This proposal is in line with the views 

expressed in revious Committee Opinions. 

The Committee notes, however, that the proposal 

is still a complicated document and thinks that the pre­

amble ought to have set out more clearly some of the ge­
neral principles behind the Community's policy towards 

relief from customs duties. After all, the subject 

matter being dealt with affects the lives of private 
individuals and families and, furthermore, the conditions 
under which the goods granted relief are imported are 

such that these goods cannot really compete with similar 

goods of Community origin or have an adverse effect on 

States' tax revenue. 

Above all, the Committee would have liked the 

provisions in various fields, to have gone further, if 
necessary by departing from the international provisions 
in force, which only constitute a bare minimum. 
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While supporting the proposal, the Committee 

also requests that the provisions by which it is applied 

should under no circumstances oblige r.tember States to 

grant less relief than at present. 

It would, moreover, like tax relief to automa­

tically accompany relief from customs duties and notes 

the Commission's statements to the effect that a text on 

this subject is in the pipeline. 

Finally, the Committee points out that the lay­

out of the text under review has forced it to make a good 

many detailed comments. 

This Opinion was based on work prepared by the 

Section for Industry, Commerce, Crafts and Services under 

the chairmanship of Mr van CAMPEN - Netherlands - Emplo­

yers. The Rapporteur was Hr MARVIER - France - Various 

Interests. 

6. CHLOROFLUOROCARDONS 

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning 
Chlorofluorocarbons in the Environment 

Gist of the Cornmission' s Proposal 

This proposal is a follow-up to the Council 

Resolution of 30 Hay 1978 aimed at ensuring that Commu­
nity industry does not increase its chlorofluorocarbon 

production capacity and at intensifying research into 

alternative products. 
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It calls for a 30% reduction (in relation to 

1976) in the use of chlorofluorocarbons in aerosols by 31 

December 1981. 

Gist of the Opinion 

In an Opinion, adopted by a large majority (4 

votes against and 9 abstentions) the Committee approves 

the Commission's proposed 30% reduction in the use of 

chlorofluorocarbons in aerosols for a transitional two­

year period. 

The proposal is justified because there is 

still a good deal of uncertainty in research circles 

about the theory that chlorofluorocarbons deplete the 

ozone layer around the earth. 

The proposed action, which is essentially pre­

ventive in nature, is designed to protect the whole of 

mankind against certain grave, albeit conjectural risks. 

With this in mind, the Committee would like the 

whole subject to be carefully studied during the tran­

sitional period covered by the Decision so that the Com­

mission can thereafter, in full knowledge of the facts, 

propose new measures for either regulating or - if neces­

sary - banning CFC's. 

In addition, the Committee thinks that, on an 

industrial front, the Commission's proposal should induce 

firms to intensify their research into substitute pro­

ducts that are satisfactory in terms of both quality and 

price. 
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In this respect, it hopes that the appraisal of 

the situation in 1982 will include an analysis of the 

economic and social effects of substitute products which 

covers the question of employment in the various sectors 

affected as well as the problem of plants' locations. 

This Opinion was based on work prepared by the 

Section for the Environment, Public Health and Consumer 

Affairs under the chairmanship of Miss ROBERTS - United 

Kingdom - Various Interests. The Rapporteur was 1>1r HA TRY 

- Belgium - Employers. 

7. SWINE FEVER 

Proposal for a Council Regulation laying down 
conditions designed to render and keep the ter­
ritory of the Community free from classical 
swine fever 

Gist of the Commission's proposal 

Further to the proposal for a Council Regula­

tion (EEC) Laying Down Community Measures to Combat 

Classical Swine Fever, submitted to the Council on 30 

December 1978, the present Regulation seeks to organize 

the prevention of this disease by creating and maintai­

ning throughout the Community a satisfactory and uniform 

situation with a view to freeing trade in the products 

concerned, without running the risk of spreading the 

disease. 
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This situation is to be reached by the gradual 

establishment, taking account of the differences among 
Member States in the incidence of the disease, of areas 
or parts of areas free of classical swine fever, by alig­
ning inspections of farms and checks on movement of pigs. 
Maintaining areas or parts of areas which offer the same 
guarantees as to the absence of the disease will make it 
possible to abolish all health obstacles to trade, since 
such obstacles will have become unnecessary. 

Gist of the Opinion 

In a unanimous Opinion, the Committee supports 
the aim of the Commission's proposal namely to lay down 
the conditions for freeing the Community from swine fever 
and keeping it free from this disease. 

The Committee regards the proposal as a further 
step towards improving intra-Community trade. 

It does, however, point out that the Regulation 
would abolish protective laws covering swine fever in 
some Hember States. 

This Opinion was based on work prepared by the 
Section for Agriculture under the chairmanship of Mr EMO 
CAPODILISTA - Italy - Various Interests. The Rapporteur 
was nr WICK - Germany - Employers. 
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8. BRUCELLOSIS 

Proposal for a Council Directive Amending Di­
rective 64/432/EEC as Regards Tuberculosis and 
Brucellosis 

Gist of the Commission document 

The proposals allow for a reduction in the 

amount of routine tuberculosis testing in those regions 

of the Community where the disease has virtually dis­

appeared, thus reducing the cost and easing trade in 

bovine animals. 

Derogations concerning bovine animals intended 

for meat production and which are under 30 months of age 

that were allowed for in the original Council Directive 

(64/432/EEC Art. 7.1.c), are prolonged for a further two 

years, that is until the completion of the Community ac­

celerated anti-brucellosis campaign. 

It is additionally proposed to suppress the 

requirement to test for brucellosis animals intended for 

meat production and which are under 30 days of age 

because the test below this age is unsufficiently 

precise. 

Gist of the Opinion 

In its Opinion, adopted by a large majority (1 

abstention) the Committee approves the general thrust of 

the proposal since its aim is to harmonize and simplify 

veterinary procedures within the Community. 
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It would nevertheless point out that the lan­
guage used in the proposal should also fUrther this prin­
ciple of simplification insofar as the subject-matter 
allows. 

This Opinion was based on work prepared by the 
Section for Agriculture under the chairmanship of Mr EMO 
CAPODILISTA - Italy - Various Interests. The Rapporteur­
General was Mr WICK - Germany - Employers. 

9. TECHNICAL BARRIERS (own-initiative Opinion) 

The Problems of Trat1e Barriers and the Align­
ment of Laws in this Area 

Gist of the Opinion 

The Economic and Social Committee adopted its 
Opinion unanimously. 

It expressed its regret that after 20 years the 
Community had still not abolished all the obstacles to 
trade between the nine Member States. It called for 
faster and more efficient decision-making machinery. 

The Commit tee feels that the elimination of 
barriers to trade will benefit everybody: 

- From the consumer standpoint, it should help to broaden 
the range of products available and make products chea­
per by stepping up competition; 
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- From the standpoint of business, the introduction of 

common standards would make it easier to export. 

The alignment of standards to promote trade 

among the f.lember States must take into account the pro­

tection of workers and the environment. Trade-barrier 

alignment must be seen in conjunction with Community 

industrial, social, environmental, consumer affairs and 

commercial policies. 

The Committee stresses the disadvantages of the 

present procedure. Because of the numerous meetings of 

experts and the requirement of Council unanimity, the 

average period between the start of the preparatory work 

and the final adoption of a proposal is about five years. 

The Council should give the Commission the authority to 

issue outline Directives for the alignment of standards. 

But it is essential to keep up the process of 

consultation between the Commission and the various 

economic and social interest groups. The Committee it­

self should be consulted when the implementing Directives 

are being drafted. 

The Committee feels that, in view of the 

present state of the Community and the prospect of its 

enlargement, the time has come to reassess the process of 

alignment and set up a body of truly Community legisla­

tion in this area. 
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This Opinion was based on work prepared by the 
Section for Industry, Comerce, Crafts and Services under 
the chairmanship of Mr van CAMPEN Netherlands 
Employers. The Rapporteur was Mr EVAIN France 
Employers. 

10. LONG-RANGE TRANSBOUNDARY AIR POLLUTION 

Proposal for a Council Decision on the Conclu­
sion of the Convention on Long-Range Transboun­
dary Air Pollution 

Gist of the Draft Decision 

The Decision approves the Convention on Long­
range Transboundary Air Pollution which was drawn up at 
the UN Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm 
in 1972. 

The Commission considers that it is necessary 
for the Community to be a party to this Convention in 
order to achieve one of the Community's aims with regard 
to the protection of the environment and the quality of 
life. 

Gist of the Opinion 

The Economic and Social Committee adopted its 
Opinion unanimously. It welcomes the Council decision to 
sign the Convention at the high-level meeting of the- UN 
Economic Commission for Europe on 13 to 16 November 1979. 
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The decision is desirable on political and en­

vironmental grounds. 

The Committee notes that although the Conven­
tion is not a key part of the Community's domestic 

policy, it can provide a useful incentive for domestic 
environmental measures. 

This Opinion was based on work prepared by the 
Rapporteur-General, Mr HATRY - Belgium - Employers. 
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II 

EXTE&~AL RELATIONS 

CHAIRl·IAN' S STATEMENT ON COUMITTEE ACTIVITIES 

Since the last Plenary Session, the Committee's 
Chairman, !>lr Raffaele VANNI, has attended the following 
meetings. 

- f·leeting with Chairman of European People's Party 

?-1r VANNI continued his contacts with the Chairman of 
European Parliament Groups by meeting Mr KLEPSCH, 
Chairman of the European People's Party Group. 

As in the previous contacts, Mr VANNI stressed the im­
portance which the Committee attaches to improving its 
links with the European Parliament. 

- Talks with Commissioner DAVIGNON 

Jllr VANNI had talks with Commissioner DAVIGNON about the 
general issue of the common industrial policy. Special 
referance was made to the contribution which the Com­
mittee can make to a greater awareness of the problems 
of individual sectors, by following up and extending 
action taken in the past. 
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- Attendance at Lome signing ceremony 

Mr VANNI was invited to attend the ceremony in Lome to 

mark the signature of the second ACP-EEC Convention. 
This invitation is a tribute to the Committee's work on 
the Lome Convention. In the course of various talks in 
Lome the Chairman reiterated the Committee's concern to 
familiarise economic and social interests in the signa­
tory countries with openings provided by the Con­
vention, so as to ensure that they are used to the 
full. 

- Meeting with Ambassadors of applicant countries 

Under the brief he had received from the Bureau, Mr 
VANNI had talks wi~h the heads of the Greek, Portuguese 
and Spanish missions to the Communities. The main 
topic was the scope for arranging a meeting with 
representatives of economic and social interests of the 
applicant countries in connection with the Committee's 
Opinion on enlargement. 

The three Ambassadors expressed great interest and pro­
mised to inform the Chairman promptly of their Govern­
ment's reaction. 

When attending the ICFTU Congress in Madrid, the Com­
mittee Chairman will raise the matter with Spanish 
Ministers and representatives of employers' associa­
tions, unions and chambers of commerce. 

2.S 



III 

NEW REQUESTS FOR OPINIONS 

During the month of November, the Council asked 

the Committee to deliver Opinions on the following sub­

jects : 

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Annex 
II(2) to Directive 72/276/EEC on the approxi­
mation of the laws of the Member States rela­
ting to certain methods for the quantitative 
analysis of binary textile fibre mixtures 

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Di­
rective 79/113/EEC on the approximation of the 
laws of the Member States relating to the de­
termination of the noise emission of construc­
tion plant and equipment 

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Di­
rective 77/97/EEC on protective measures 
against the introduction into the Member States 
of harmful organisms of plants or plant pro­
ducts 

The Council will shortly request the Commit­

tee's Opinion on the 

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Di­
rective 77 /62/EEC coordinating Procedures for 
the Award of Public Supply Contracts 



IV 

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME OF FUTURE WORK 

December 1979 Plenary Session 

Opinions requested by the Institutions 

- Cosmetics 
- Simple pressure vessels 

- Harmonization of export procedures 
- Community transit 
- Binary textile fibre mixtures 
- Swine fever derogations 
- Mercury in aquatic environment 
- Dieldrin in aquatic environment 

- Organisms harmful to plants 
- 2nd Consumer Action Programme 

- Processing of agricultural products 
- Basic products 
- Liqueur wines 
- Quota-free projects (Article 13 ERDF) 
- Own-account haulage 

- Alcohol 

-_Yugoslavia 
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January 1980 Plenary Session 

Opinions requested by the Institutions 

- Consumer credit 
- Colouring matters in food 
- Colouring matters for medicinal products 
- Right of residence 
- Energy saving 

Own-initiative Opinions 

- Intake of medicines 

- R & D Management 

Later Plenary Sessions 

Opinions reguested by the Institutions 

- Powered industrial trucks 
- Insurance contracts 
- Legal protection 
- Pursuit of direct insurance 
- Noise emission of construction plant and equipment 
- Major accident hazards in certain industrial activities 
- Changes in working hours 
- Weight of road vehicles 
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Own-initiative Opinions 

- Competition policy 

- Regional development programme 
- International standards for working conditions 
- Investment guarantees in LDCs 

Studies 

- Regional policy - Lorraine Integrated Operation 
- Conjectural risks DNA 
- Consistency in external policy 

29 



V 

fi.EMBERS I NEWS 

Resignation 

Mr GUILLAUME and Mr MacGOUGAN have handed in 

their resignations as members of the Economic and Social 

Committee. 

Speech made by Mr ROSEINGRAVE before the American and -

Common Market Club 

In a speech mad~ at the American and Common 

Market Club in Brussels on 22 November 1979, the Vice­

Chairman of the Economic and Social Committee, 1\tr Tomas 

ROSEINGRAVE, described the Irish attitude to the European 

Community. He said that membership of the EEC was not 

seen ln Ireland as a surrender of national sovereignty; 

it was rather looked on "as a desirable and effective 

sharing of sovereignty within the European Communities to 

achieve economic and social objectives within the limits 

set by the Treaty of Rome, which as individual States the 

countries of the EEC could not achieve". 
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VI 

PRESS EXTRACTS 

THE GUARDIAN S.U .. 1S Les Echos 2..H.1~ 

British plan 
to allow 
bigger lorries 

EUROPE: ....... la poll!i9u! ,......,... 

communautair• 

Inquiet da eo 41'~ oppolo <loo inoufliloncel do la polit-~ 
communautoire •· le Comit6 6conomiquo ~ .aoc:iaL l~Sl doo 
Communaut6s eu-op&ii*' Pi6llil'ni une ph• (J"andl participatiOn 
ilea autorit6a r6gioMM ot - dons 1'-otion ot la mleo on 
attMe de cette politique. 

11 lui parah: primordial que en 8Utoritft r~ exprlment 
etlol·m- le,. volont6 da porticoper 6 la rllaliaation da la politiquo 
r6gior\M communautalte. C... 6!Mit, ._ Etata membrea ~ent 
._ intertocuteura officietl dl la CommUMUtt, et. .t c:e btrl, JOnt 
ma- doo domandn d'in..,._,tion !lites oupr6a du Fondl 
europ6en dl t* alcpp v..lt rtgianel. Le CES .... .,._. dl 
proc6dlr IYII*'t- l-It • .t UM llfoa ~ ......... die By Davld Hencke 

Plaanina CortKpondent 
A British initiati,·e- to per· 

suade the EEC to set up a 
Jo~uropean l'Oiild repair fund in 
return for allowin& 4()..tonne 
lorries into Bntaln has been 
put forward 1n a study to the 
EI-.:C Commission. 

The irrit:..;;.tive. taken by two 
British representati,·es on the 
Economk and Soct.al Commit· 
tee, comes before the Depart­
ment of Transport's 
indf'pendent inquiry into _lorry 
weights has even finu.hed 
Laking f'\idence. 

Details are published in 
ludar'• tdition of Municipal 
Ertjineerina:. the p.eper for ,-o­
f ... ioaal .,..;neors ID 10011 
~eralftt'Dt aDd wwter autbor­

_&tiea.. __ 

.. In Europto ... ~lr Dt,ble- ~aid, 
"the Commission is ger~~?rally 
in favour of cno,n h1~htr· 
weights. The ltaharUI Co not 
understand why th~ British arc 
opposed to an)' W!'ight lmut 01t 
all, and the Frt'nch w:mt 
heavi~r weights. 

•• In Britain the public is !110 
hostile to h:!.a\·ier Jornf's ti:at 
we Cell that a compromise pro­
posal, whit'h already has the 
support of oth~r Europt'an 
countries, would be the most 
suitable." 

Both members want their 
proposals d~bated by the Asso­
clation of County Councils and 
the Association of M-etropolitan 
Authorities before lhc middle 
of January. 

The proposal then goes to 
the EEC Transport Committee 
011 Jaa....,. 11, and to the full 

. -IDle and Social Commit-

~~:-h~.!~~::~~~~.;t, JH IOlt·tlt:,, t·, l'l 

- - .. .....-. - - dal ....,.._.. aa• tc::.!OiftiquM,........_.IIe.._..,.. .. ,.....,. 

'JIIl..U•& 116££.& · 6U/4 
lo.H.19 

l'lllliitr ·aE-carcaao 
.,.. n.tegla ulitlria 

RO]I(A - L'Obiiti!VO del DODO COI!Il'tiiO iolemazionale 

re=J~nl~ ... ~~ue~r:ao...: 
una atralell& unltlrta clle COIIeonll, a liveDo eun>peo t 
iDternaziDDale, Sl1 111#Qtl contrattulli eel ill pne1e le IUtole 

llnclacall, --· lllilleDzilli e dlllcureaa IOdolt: 11> · ba detto 1ert n p~Nc~eate del Clda. 1a eontederaziooe 
ltallana del d1rlpJlU d1 ~ l'auato D'EIIa. -Dt&D<Io 
alia atampa u..,......, IIDdacale doll'~- c:heoi 
svolprl a Rcma Del prolllmllllomi. n Wn& centrale del 
CODif80IO - hllpiep.ID D'Blla ·- - IUl NOlo e aul1a 
fwlzione - della clili&easa europea decll aani 80. liel 
COriO dol CODTIIJIO oar&IIIIQ eliminate &I>Chele IIIUazioni 
doll& collocaAone della dlricenza nel conteato socio· 
OCODOJnieo tei ~ pull, dei rapporu con le altre forze 
aoeial1. DOD.tlt U peD&iero dol dlri&enti IUllo IYiluppo del 
YUIIOttoriPfOCIUttlvl. 

n eonc-o aftronttrl UICbi olcunl proble1Di111c.trattere 
intemo, ,. cui l'elezione dol DUOVO ~doate ola IWilione 
dollo sttlllo dell& Cic. Ill propallto -ha detto D'Z1ia - vi 
IODO J»''''le i.alaaoe deUa CIDA pertht la .-tedorazione 

lll1e oi va aUile steue liDee direttl'icl del 
ale ilallano, d1 ampia apertura veno 

piQ splecata pn!aenza llodacale nei . 
Cl DUDelat6 .:la crave dilcrtm1Dazlone 

ope&la da1 cove ilaliaao a1 danni della cmA con u 
, to I doll& eontederazione Del ~ 

I' . Lanoatra PI'ONDI&Iiin:ll!!!" 
.,. • l'QI'PIIi&ID<> lllliolllle eorrllpoDdeate a qUallo della 
.JD-ba-D'Da- cl ell pieDo lltolo a vec1en, tlaudlla la- ........... __ _,. 
........ toporle~-clal~diollll 
pull. 
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Co'rk 
Examiner 
,1'(.1L 19 

Aabeatoa'{ 
limits 

proposed 
By Val Doraaa. 

Restrictions on the 
marketing and use oC certain 
substances, including 

·~:::~~~ '!~~~:(,. b~' tt:: 
~mro an Commission to the 
E;.E 's Council of Ministers. 

e Commission will also 
examine measurett to be 
taken on problems raised by 
asbestos m relation to the 
environment in eeneral. 

Labour .T.D .. Dr. John 
O'Connell, asked the 
Commission if it intended to 
propose Community-wide 
restrictions+-----.. re..c:om­
mendod in tbe report OD tile 
danaeu of asbestot 

=~41a~t:l-m!~,,~ 
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