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(A) Australian Opinion About the European Comrwiities

(1) General

It mrst be said that, in so far as it can be estimated by

the diplomatic missions, thc level of interest and knowledge

of the Buropean Communities in Australia is still well below
what is desirable, Thais is especially true of the general
public, whoge concept of the Communities is based on rare
statementc by political leaacrs and the sketchy and iLncompiete
coverage given by press, radio and television. The few public
statcuents by the present Australian government about the
Communitizs are not as negative as those of the previous
govermacnt (pre-Deceuber, 1972). The Prine Minister, who is
very interasted in and knowvledgeable about foreign affairs,

and who has travelled widely - including his Duropean trip in
Decemter, 1974 -~ and the Minister for Foreign Affairs

certainty underctand the Communities, Althcough they are
concerned over the restricted measures toaken at tizes by the
Commuitities, especially tie ban on beef imports in 1974,

they both appeair to consider favourably the very fact of
Buropcen econnmic unificetion, lire Whitlam has repeatedly talen
such a ¢land in puotlic, during his ftrip to Burore at the end

of 1974 and early 1975, and when he had to give his views on the
matter of British membership to the Communities.

Othcre memhers of the government are not as interested since
Australia is aifectcd =go litvle by the duy-to--day activities

of the Comwmuniities. ilocwever the Mirnisters fo:rr Overseas Trade
and Agriculture ax: crceptions, As far as they are concermed,
the E.B.C, means tho CoAlP, which, to Australia, is entircly
negative since the beel import ban was imnosed, Members of
Parliament from ruresl arcaes also wre of thils opinion, as is
shown by the ruesticis avhed in the Pariianent resarding the
beef han, ilost menterss of tha IMatisral Couwiry Decsty are in
this catniory. The nev leader of the Liberal Party has also
shovir ignorance of it F.L.,Ce in a speech on 12 April, 1975
when e said : "IT 1 vorth noting that the A.S.EsA.Ne countrics
have estziplicied on As3.EB.A.Ne Brussels Cowdttee to argue
their commnon points ¢f vicw with the Buropean Lconomic Comunity.
That is cite of vhe largest and most selrifish treding groups ever
to he eotebliched ,.." Thile this view is pryobably ot as
strongly fels by oviters in his Party, the feco that it was
expressed - albeit 1:. Tmecnsland, which o politicolly conser-
vative, and woore mogt of fustrelia’s export bLoef is produced -
dewongtrates the preoblcw that existu,
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0fficials in the Departments of Foreign Affairs and Overseas
Trade are well-informed, At the time of the Prime' Minister's
visit to Burope there wds®some evidence that he was not well-
briefed on the extent of the interest in Australian uranium
in LeE.Cs member~3tates, The subject of resources has created
disagrecements between OfflClalS in Departments in. Canberra
whsch may account for thise.
As can easily be imagined, farmers in Australla have a very
unfavourable attitude towards the E,E.C» This feeling is
certaLnLy not so widespread among other economic groups,
viiere the attitude is one of ignorsnce or indifference,
This is true also in the universities and nhe press.

(ii) Since 1 January, 1975

The pessinistic impression conveyed by the press during 1974 =
exemplified by an article in the "Australian" of 28 December,
1974, of which copies are attached (Annex 1\ ~ has not per31sted‘
The Dubllﬂ "oumi Y meeting and the UeKs referendum were seen, .
as positive develcopments, The referendun received more attenticn
from the press, radio eaud television than any other topic:
re’ated to the FyR.Ce Imporlant factors, ¢f course, are
Australia's interest in all news from Britain and the fact
that so mary news agoncy stories are despatched from. Londons
There has been no suggestion in the Aasoral*ar press “that
the result of the referendum was other than good, The attentlon
given to other "E;E.C.," matters in recent months has been very
slight ~ about 20 articles dealing with economic items, almost
entl *ely reprinis taken feom the Financial Times, New York ‘
Times oxr Wnll St. Journnle A ricent article in the Anstralian
Financial Raview about the disecussions in brussels between.

the liinister for Overseas Trade and E.E.C. Comulsgioners

copies attached -~ Ammex II) illustiates the present attltude

erc btowards the F.EsCe
When the Prime Minister returned from his overseas: tzlp in
Jaluin he rade a television "Penovt to +the Nation" in which
he nace the point that the E.E«Co vas Australials second
greatest trading paritner, that it buys - or refuses to buy -
agricultural products as a unit and that never before his visit
had there becn contact with the Community by the head of an
Australian governments "The overall result of my mission
has hoeon that we have been able to present Australia's view
thorougaly, comnrehensively and authobitatively on issues

that matter in nations that matter", Exanples of the :
Australian press coverage of his Brussels visit are attached
(Amexes IIT and Iv)e Mr, Whitlam made a statenent about
his European trlp in the House of Representatlves on-

11 February, 975, the mext of which is attached (ﬁnnex Vi),

5/1059 e/75 (RCI 13) ag cos/oos.
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At a press conference in Jamaica during the Commonwhealth Prime
Ministers' Conference in early May, 1975 Mr, Whitlam expressed

‘1

support for Britain's continued membership of the E.EsCs ¥

(B) What Has Been Done By The Diplomatic Missions

At the beglnnnng of 1974 a composite llst of persons to whom .
information material could be sent was compiled., It includes
politicjans, civil servants, acadenics and press representatives,
They have received the tcx+s of important statements e.g,‘\‘*
those)lsSueq after meetlngs of the European Council fheads of:
State). - A

(C) Purther lieasures That Can Be Taken

(i) By the Diplomatic Missions .

Influcential Circles : The Communities? image in Australia at the
polifical, administrative and media levels “will rcmain unsatis-
factory as long as the orly occasion wheun the E.B.C. is talked
or written about is when Australian agricultural producarq
encounter difficuliies in selling to Eirope. s
This situation will only be overcome if the Australian publlc .
-.gets a regular ¢n£10w of information aboutv the Coumunities?.
.achievements and gets acquainted with the process of polltlcal
unity. In this rbspecr the many positive aspects of the Communities,
the progress in political co-—operation between Member States

and common foreign policy initiatives Sdodld be emphasized more
strongly in the dealings of the approprla te. Buropean authorities
with their Australian’ ounttrna“t such as visiting journalists
and other vigitors (like visitors from other major countrles, '
which nc doubt shars with Australia some of the misunderstandings -
.stated above about the E«E.C.)e Particular attention should be
dravn to regular consultations between E.B.Ce and Austraiian
offi01als, which were agreed upon during Six Christopher:Soames
visit to Canberra, in September, 1974. Such mcetingzs may give an
opportunity to balance the positive and ncgative aspec»u of the
policies of both the H.E.Ce and fustralis and to give. tnc1r '

Jbrue perspective to the relations betweeu the two. - - >

‘The Australian National University, Carberra, at least, iphould be
.given the status of European Documentation Centre, Otner unlver-
sities could also be included,

The diplomatic missions in Canberra have nc coatrol cver media
reports of day-lo~day happenings in the Communities and 1itt1e
influence over the way the E:E.C. matters are presented to the
public-in general' terms, Apart from what they ' can achieve through-
"the personal contacts.of their officers with meagd“repfesentau1Vﬁs
in fustralia, the way they can best help-is.to keep the ‘Directorates
:General” of Informationtadvised regularly about personswwho«snould ;i
rece1VL information mat erlal. . S S SRR

.

R
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- Schools, Libraries Btce: ALl the missions are anxious to ‘distribute
- baslc 1nformation material.to schbols etcs in a co-ordinated way. ...
They request that a supply of basic brochures in English be made‘j#
available for their perusal so that they can decide which is the
most suitable for Australia. The Information Offlces 1n Lordon,
. Dublin and Washingion wmay have this material, 4
Important vis 1tors to Brusseis : The diplomatic missions’ keep one ..
ernother Jufaimed abcut Australian qur“allsts visiting EcE.Ce -
couniries who could be encouraged to viegit the Commlsslon cy other.
EsEa2C» countries. They have agreed to cow~opcrate also in sharing
information about other visitors, ec.Zs unlverolty professors whi
are interested in visiting the Commlas1on. et

(ii) By cr Through the DlrectorateuGenoral of Informatlon of .
the Commission

Influentipl Circles : The diplomatic misgcions feel that'the L
establisnment of an E,E.C. Information 0ffice in Australla‘should“‘
be congidered, but tnau timing is important. In the meantime L
information material should be made available direct from Brussels:
(or from London, Tmblin or Washington if preferred) to people in- S
o influential circlas, eoge gove*nment and adminisiration, .parliamente
- arians, trade unions, universities, farming O?g&hlS&th"&e ‘Thig
should include bagic 1nformatlon about the Communities:as .well as

‘a periodical such as "European Community". Cther publications,

€sgs "Furopcan Report", "Industry and Society" and "Information.
(ubOhomy and Finance)" could be sent to sclected people-on the liste
"Priority" subjects as far as Australia is concerned includec

trade questions and GATT negociations,

the ccmmen eo"lculturnW policy and the reed for 1t

energy, :

gocial policy and enviromment policy

the Commuwnity institutions,

progress towards political unity, including direcw

clecticinc to Duropean Farliament, ‘

i

(I Ll H

The total number of people Lo get this material would be about
200, The list will be supplied by the diplomatic missions when
" the Directorate~General of Information indicates that this

procedure is acceptable and sends specimens of the publlcatlons
which would be used, o y

" Schools*g Libraries Ftce, ¢ Basic information naterial in English
about ine establishuent and enlargement of the Commmity and N
the working of the institutions is required for wide distribution .
through uOhOOlS, libraries etc, The "Uniting Europe" booklet is

. considered to be too Britain-~orienteds Up to 20,000 coples

per year for the eight m1331ons mlgh* be rcqulred.

8/1099 ¢/75 (RCI 13) ag ceo/oieiin
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The missions would appreciate it if specimens of the brochures

or booklets that could be used could be sent to them so that they
.can decide which to use, The brochures or booklets would be sent
‘unsolicited to persons looking for information about the individual
.EoEeCa countries. They would be accompanied by a short information
‘note about relations between the E.E.C. and fustralia whlch would
‘be prepared by the diplomatic missions in Canberras

.lems : The National Library of ﬁustralla, Canberra has a large
T1Tm collection which is available to agencies of the Australlab
-government, universities and other tertiary cducational -
,1nst1tvtlons, industry and organisations in the two Terrltorleqy
PFilms from the collection are available to borrowers in the States
through the six State Film Centres. (a) The National Library has,
at presnnt five films on the E.E.C. which arc out~of-datec. .

(b) Perhaps the Dircctorate=General of Information would indicate
which more recent films are available, It would be preferablc‘
“that morc than one copy be made available so that one or more:
.8tate Libraries could get a copy in addition to the Natlonal
~Library. :

’Contact with News Agencies and Journalists in the EoE.Ce 3 The'~
‘Directorate~General of Information is in a better position, than the’
‘dlplomaulc missions to judge whether it is possible to influence
the wey in which press agencies and individual journalists report
gbout the E.E.C. The ANP/Reuter agency in London is used by most
‘Ausgtralian Ncwspapers. There is a noticeable lack of analytical

or "in depth" storics about the workings of the E.E¢C., the problems
that are being overcome, the objectives that have been set etc,
Particular attention might be given to arranging suitable and..
regular visits for Australian correspondents based in London
to familiarise them with the workings of the Communltles and their
achlevements.

(a) Anmex VI (b) Anmex VII

'8/1099 /75 (RCI 13) ag
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From our WORLD CABLE SERVICE

%ECONOMIC crisis swept
5 down - upon the Euro-
¥ pean  Economic Com-
E-,{‘;munity in 1974 and
, caught it unprepared.
E‘?TM year's end, the economic
« furies of Inflation. oil and un-
©employment were Jolhed Dby
_ political problems lke strikes
« and the threat of communist
{_galns.

.1 The EEC, formcd 16 years
~ ag0 to give Europeans joint
., econoinic power, proved to be
fno shelter from the storm
and, for the most part, was
Mignored by its nine member
4 pations.

©* Transatlanlic quarrels were
“spatched up as Europeais
..sought US. help and co-
_» Operation.

3

The oil crisis bit deeply mto -

' European reserves. Enrope, al-
. most  totally depeudent on
. Arab Oll, ran up n $US. 40
L billion deficit in 1974 because
of higher oil prices.

Francc became ihe first na-
-, tlon — but probably not the
©Jast — to linut ol importis.
. The crisis worsened an al-
¥ ready glocmy situation. Infla-
o ton _reached 25 per cent In

. Italy and Britain and hit
i, double figures in all olher
i+ EEC nations except West Ger-
“ many.
i° But govermments appeared
. even more worried about un-
@ employment, which EEC ex-
perts predicted would leave 4.1
4 million persons jobless in the
Iinine nations this winter.
. ' Strikes swept France and
: bombings frightened Britain,
: Italians joked thal kidnapping
f;.was their only growth indus-
. try. The fear of hijackings
Kept airports under siege --
even tanks appeaved al. Lon-
don’s Heathrow airport. And &
.demented man tried to kidnap
Princess Anne.

L. Communism bencfited from
{funrest. Fears that communist
i parties may take power in
¢ Italy, France and other south-
et European nations were
wgreater in Washington than m
‘ Burope itself.

¥ But a  soclalist-communist
,jfront won 49 per cent of the
Yvote In a PFrench presidential
€lection and Itallans talked
.sbout a “historic compromise”
i to bring thelr powerful Com-
=munist Party into a coalition
,cabinet,

y" Arrayed
, threats  were
. generajlly inexper
¥ governments.” g

g

agalnst these
unstable and
ienced

tal of new governmeats across
. the Continent. Only three of
,the nine EEC nations — Ire-
tland, Holland and Denmark —
‘began and ended the year
fwith the same leaders, In the
y EEC's "big three” — West

o the baton was passed.
. West
XMr Brand}, resigned after a

communist spy was found

~among his top aides, Helmut °

gSchmidL, a tough and sardonic
¢ politician with a strong belief
"in the Atlanti- ulliance, took
W

' The year 1974 saw the arrlv- -

. Germany, France and Britain

German  Chanecellor, |

— e~

French President, Mr Pom-
pidou, acolyte of Gen Charles
de QGaulle, died a llngering
death. Mr Giscard d'Estaing
narrowly beat a sociallst-com-
]munlst candidate {o become
“'the new president. A gaullist
- candidate was badly beaten
-and gaullism appeared to Le

finished as France's guiding

philosophy.

' Britain, choked by a coal

strike, went on a three-day

work week, Resentful voters
turaned out Prime Minister, Mr

Heath in  February and
ibrought  back  the  Labor
Party’s Mr Harold Wilson.

For eight months the leader

of a minority government, Mf

Wilson won a three-seat par-
liamentary majority in an-
other election in October —
enough o make him the head
of the only single-party ma-
jority government in the EEC,

Interestingly, all three lead-
ers -— Schmidt, Giscard and
Wilson — made their ecarly
reputations as econoinics and
finance experts.

.

France, after heavy poli-,

" ticking, won the right o host -
'a European summit meeting
"in December, The meeting

decided litfle beyond forma-
i lising the growing belief that
i unemployment is more dan-
' gerous than Inflation.

As the leaders met, members
1of the European movement,
| which favors more unity,
demonstrated across the street,
their protest symbolising the
distance Europe still
travel to reach union.
Mr Schmidt, Brandt's suc-
cessor, led proposals for re-
form, especially in farming.
Germany has been Europe's
strongest nation ~economically
" for years but, traumatised by,
war memorles, has never used

»

must ’

‘ that power to pgain political ‘
‘. supremacy.. .
German officials sald Mr;

{ Schmidt is less shy than his
. predecessors of taking this
‘leadersmp. He may, in fact,
have it thrust upon him !fi
. Germany becomes the only
< 'major European nation 10,

‘Dreams of pro

economic, monetary union died

gress toward

. year ago,

East war.

Arab oll money Js ‘expected
to go increasingly to the US. .
and hence must be recycled -

through American : hands
get back to Europe. - ;
As Europe approached new
economic disaster, Washington .
might be gaining a voice in
Buropean affairs perhaps un-
matched since Marshall Plan -
days, ' T,
It was a drastic chaiige in |
transatlantic relations front a
when the alllance
was just recovering from hard
feelings caused by the Middle

ptos’ -

s

In that war, the Europeans
— except for Portugal — re-
fused landing rights to U.S.
planes ferrying supplies to
Istael and President Nixon
responded with a threat  to

pull US. soldiers out of

Europe. . .
The allles quickly papered *

over the dispute with a -

“declaration on Atlantic rela-
tions.” Meant to revive the al-
liance, it amounted to litle
more than platitudes. .
Mr Nixon, barely one month
before his resignation, came to
Brusels to sign it, but that ,
visit and the declaration had
much less impact than tie

|new sense of common purpose

!
{

which the oil crisis brought, .-

" The
onc defeat to another. Agree-

ments by prime ministers of :

the nine nations to {rame a
- Buropean energy policy fell
© apart only three weeks later.

Dreams of progress toward
cconomic and monetary union
dled when France cut its
franc loose from an EEC
monetary aligament and let it
float.

Buffeted by economic prob-
lems, the EEC abandoned new
projects and tried to protect
what it already had — a cus-

policy.

But balance of payments
problems forced Italy at one
polnt to block imports from :
"Its allles and currency fluc-
tlons destroyed any ptetence
of EEC farm prices.

M Wilson’s Lahor Parly
‘has a strong anti-EREC wing -
and he demanded that the
,other eight members of the .

«~EEC give Britaln belter tetms | T
Heath Government entered the 3.,
bloc in 1973, Otherwise Britain =" In_ )
At - pean’ front splintevred, Eight -
+.year's end,- the slssue was. § EEC natlons joined America -

"1 n calling for wide-ranging co- -

than those under which the

‘might quit he warned..
- undecided.

-Britain’s defection could rip
- . the

EEC apart.- But Mr
' Brandt, in his most tmportant
post-resignation

%

. labilities anyway and suggest-

. without them,

EEC staggered from

" escape a depression.

&% Forelglt Minister, Mr Jobert
speech, a $U.B.26 billlon ' arrangement

_ - Implk aly were ;& -8, . x

- apiied Brilain and Ml e {‘*’ to help natlons with severe .

“ed the others.seek.new unity - payments problems caused by ™

. Mr Schmidt and Mr Giscard -
are frlends from the days
when Dboth were finance
ministers. Chatting frequently
“ by telephone in English, they
vevived the old German-
"French alliance that
flourished under de Gaulle
‘and Mr Adenauer. s
+ But by the end of the year,
iMr Giscard was under attack
in Fratice for indecisive lead- .:
ership and inspired articles in
the German press repocted
that Mr Schmidt was disillu- .

toms union and a single farm .. stoned with is old friend.

Perhaps the key event of |
1974 - both for Turope and
for European-American rela-
“tjons — was the Washington
energy conference in Iebru-
ary, called by Secretary of
State, Mr Kissinger, to work
out & common response Lo the
oll crists by the fndustrial na-
tious, The EEC arrived with a
"mandate dictated by
France — that permitted only "
narrowece kind. of co-

hod

Washington, the Buro-

. operatioh but the then French

pulled France out of the deal.
" Mr Kissinger also proposed °,

1

"the oll crists, The U.S. pro- .

actual role will

larger.

be mueh °

operatlon, 4.0 " .4z 2

N

‘ s+ i mised {o put up a third, but
L % most - observers predicted its 2
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ANNEX VI

<+ State Film Centres

The;Secretaryi - R

N.S.W. Film Council, .
"1 Francis Street, . .

EAST SYDNEY, N.S.W. . 2000

The Secretary, .

State Film Centre,A%;

"1 Macarthur Street,

EAST MELBOURNE, VIC. 3002

The Film‘Centre,
Nantham Avenue,
ASHGROVE, QLD. 4000 .

South Australian Film Corporation,
164 O0'Connell Street, '
NORTH ADELAIDE, S.A. 5006

State Film Library,
91 Murray Street,
HOBART, TAS. 7000

State Film Centre, .
296 Vincent Street,
LEEDERVILLE, W.A. 6007
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ANNEX VII

Films now in National Library, Canberra

"History 1917- - 1967: 'The New Europe"
' 25 minutes black and white B.B.C. 1969

"History 1917 - 1967: Britain and Europe"
22 minutes black and white B.B.C. 1969

"Partners or Satellites“
(Contrasting E.E.C. and COMECOM) _ o
35 minutes N.D.R. 1901

"Commonwealth Crisis"
(Australia's, New Zealand's and Canada's views on
British entry to Common Market)
64 minutes P.B.C.,
Unites States 1962

"Mr. Europe and the Common Market"
National Film Board of Canada
52 minutes | CBS 1962
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