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COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE CO~NCIL 

Subject: Agreement between the European Economic Community and 

Switzerland on a concerted project relating to the detection 

of the tendency to thrombosis 

A second research programme in the field of medical and public health 

research consisting of four multiannual concerted action projects, one of 

which concerns the detection of the tendency to thrombosis, was adopted by 

the Council on 18 March 19801• . 

Article 6 of the aforesaid Decision provides for the conclusion of inter

national agreements between the Community and non-member States partici

pating in COST (European Co-operation in the field of Scientific and Tech

nical Research) with a view to associating them with the said projects. 

Under the terms of the same provision, the Commission was authorized to 

enter into negotiations to that end. 

On 16 July 1981 Switzerland expressed its willingness to participate in the 

concerted action project relating to the detection of the tendency to 

thrombosis. The negotiations with Switzerland resulted in the draft agree

ment appended to the attached draft Council decision. 

This agreement provides that: 

- the person responsible fdr coordinating the Swiss national contribution 

to the concerted project shall be a member of the Concerted Action 

Committee on the Detection of the Tendency to Thrombosis. 

the Swiss financial contribution to the co-ordination costs shall be 

38 000 ECU for the period referred to in Article 1 of the agreement. 

The Commission requests the Council to adopt the draft decision concluding 

the aforesaid agreement. 

1oJ No L 78 of 25 March 1980, p. 24. 
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DRAFT COUNCIL DECISION 

on the conclusion of the Agreement between the European Economic Community· 

and Switzerland.on a concerted action project in the field of the detection 

.. of the tendency to thrombosis 

THE. COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 

.Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, 

'·Having regard to council Decision 80/344/EEC of 18 March 1980 adopting a second 

research programme in the field of medical and public health research, 

consisting of four multiannual concerted action projects1, and in part-

icular Article 6(1) thereof, 

Having regard to the draft Decision submitted by the Commissiqn, 

Whereas, pursuant to Article 6(2) of Decision 80/344/EEC, the Commission 

has negotiated an Agreement with Sw tzerland with a view to associating it 

with the concerted action project in the fjeld of the detection of the 

tendency to thrombosis; 

Whereas that Agreement should be approved, 

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: 

Article 1 

The Agreement between the European Economic Community on a concerted 

action project in the field of the detection of the tendency to thrombosis 

is hereby approved on behalf of the Community. 

The text of the Agreement is annexed to this Decisi~n. 

1 OJ No L 78, 25.3.1980, p.25 



,., ... , ·t '-

• 

ArticLe 2 

The President of the Council is hereby authorized to designate the 

persons empowered to sign the Agreement in order to bind the Community. 

Done at Brussels, •••• 

For the COUJ1Cil 

The President 
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DRAFT AGREEMENT 

between the European Economic Community and Switzerland on a concerted 

act;on project in the field o~ the detection of th~ tendency to thrombosis 

THE EUROPEAN E~ONOMIC COMMUNITY 

and 

SWI12ERLAND, 

Whereas a European concerted research action project in the field of the 

detection of the tendency to thrombosis is Likely to contribute eff ctively 

to ensuring an optimum Level of health in individuals and in so~iety; 

Whereas, by its Decision of 18 March 1980, the Council of the European 

Communities adopted a second research programme in the field of medical and 

public health research consisting of four multiannual concerted projects, 

one of which relates to the detection of the tendency to thrombosis; 

Whereas, the Member States of the Community and Switzerland, hereinafter 

referred to as ~'the States", intend, subject to the rules and procedures 

applicable to their national programmes, to carry out the research described 

in Annex A and are prepared to integrate such research into a process of 

co-ordination which they consider will be of mutual benefit; 

Whereas the implementation of the research covered by the concerted action 

project will require a financial contribution of approximately 10 million 

·ecu from the States, 

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 
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Article 1 

The community and Switzerland, hereinafter re-ferred to as "the con.ract

ing parties", shall participate for a period extending untH 31 .May 1984 

in a concerted action project in the field of the detection of the tend

ency to thrombosis. 

This project shall consist in co-ordinating the Community concerted action 

programme with the corresponding programme of Switzerlandm The programmes 

covered by this Agreement are Listed in Annex A. 

The States shall remain entirely responsible for the research executed by 

their national institutions or bodies. 

Article 2 

The Commission of the European Communities shall be responsible for the 

co-ordination. 

It shall be assisted in this task by a project Leader. 

Article 3 

In order to facilitate the execution of the project, the Concerted Action 

Committee on the Detection of the Tendency to Thrombosis, hereinafter 

referred to as "the Committee", set up by the Decision of the Council of 

the European Communities of· 18 March 1980, shall be enlarged to include · 

Switzerland. 

The secretariat of the Committee shall be provided by the Commission. 

The terms of reference and the composition of the Committee shall be as 

:set out in Annex B. 



ArticLe 4 

The ma>:imum f.inancial contrib~tion by the contracting parties to the co

ordindtion costs sh~ll b~: 

- 616 000 ECU from the Community for a four-year period beginning on 

1 June 1980, 

38 000 ECU from Switzerland for the period referred to in the first 

paragraph of Article 1. 

The ECU is defi~ed in the Financial Regulation applicable to the general 

budget of tH~ European Communities and in the fiQancial provisions adopted 

pursuant to that Regulation. 

The rules governing the fina~cing of the Agreement are sef out in Annex c. 

Article· 5 

In accordance with the procedure Laid down by the Commission after consult

ing the Committee, the States shall exchange regularly all relevant 

information concerning the execution of the research covered by the con

certed action project and shall forward to the Commission all information 

which will assist co-ordination. They shall atso endeavour to provide the 

Commission with information on research in the field in question planned 

or carried out by bodies not subject to their authority. Any information 

shall be treated as confidential if the State which provides it so requests. 

_ The Commission shall prepare yearly progress reports on the basis of the 

information supplied and shall forward them to the States. 

At the end of the period of the concerted action project, the Commission, 

after consulting the Committee, shall forward to the States a general 

report on its execution and on the results obtained, in particular so that 
I 

these results are made accessible as quickly and as fully as possible to 
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undertakings, institutions and other parties concerned, in particular in~ 

the social field. This report shalL be pubLish@d by the CGmmission six 

months after it is 'forwarded to the States, unless a State objectso In the 

latter case, the report shall be forwarded, on request, solely to the 

institutions and undertakings the research or production activities of 

which justify access to the results of the research covered by the con

certed action project. 

Article 6 

1. As soon as possible after signing this Agreement, each of the coptract

ing parties shall notify the Secretary-General of the Council of the 

European Communities of the completion of the procedures necessary under 

its internal provis1ons for the implementation of this Agreemento 

2. This Agreement shall enter into force on the day on which the second 

of the contracting parties forwards this notification.-

Prior to entry into force of this Agreement and for a maximum period of 

nine months after it is. signed, Switzerland may take part without voting 

rights in th.:e work of the Committee. . .. .. 
3~ For a period of six months following its entry into force, this·Agree

ment shall be open for accession by other European States which took part 

in the Ministerial Conference held in Brussels on 22 and 23 November 1971. 

The instruments of accession shall be deposited with the General 

Secretariat of the Council of the European Communities. 

A State which accedes to this Agreement shall become a contracting party 

within the meaning of Article 1 on the date on which the instrument of 

accession is deposited~ It shall contribute to the co-ordination costs 

under the conditions laid down in Article 4 concerning Switzerland. 

• 
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4. Th~ Secretary-General of the Council of the European Communities shall 

notify ~ach of the contracting parties of thP. Lodging of the rotific&tions 

referred to in paragra~h 1, cf the-datP of entry into fore~ of this Agree

ment and of the deposition of the instruments of accession ref2rred to in 

paragraph 3. 

Article 7 

This Agreement, drawn up in a single original in the Danish, German, Gr~~ 

English, French, Italian and Dutch languages, each text being 

equally authentic, .shall be deposited in the archives of the General 

Secretariat of the Council of the European Communities, which shall trans

mit a certified copy to each of the contracting parties • 

• ......... .-,~.. • •• ..., -.b.,... >t. i" 
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ANNEX A 

PROGRAMMES COVERED BY THE AGREEMENT 

I. Implementation ~nd co-ordination pf the national contributions to the 

project 

The following authorities carrying out medical research in the States 

will ensure the implementation of the national contributions to the 

project and their co-ordina~ion at national level: 

Belgium: 

Denmark: 

Germany: 

Greece: 

France: 

Ireland: 

Italy: 

Netherlands: 

United Kingdom: 

S..itzerland: 

FRSM, Fonds de la recherche scientifique medicale, 
Bruxelles/Fonds voor Geneeskundig Wetenschappelijk 
Onderzoek, Brussel 

Statens laegevidenskabel i ge ForskningsrScj.. K0benhavn 

- Zentrum fur Innere Medizin der Universitat Giessen 

Department fur Innere Medizin der Universitat Ulm 

- Ipiresia Epistimonikis Erevnis ke Technologhias, 
Athens 

- Simvoulion Iatrikon Erevnon, Athens 

INSERM, Institut national de la sante et de la 
recherche medicate, Paris 

Medical Research Council of Ireland, Dublin 

CNR, Consiglio nazionale della ricerca, Roma, and 

Istituto superiore di sanita, Roma 

Gezondheidsorganisatie TNO and Stichting Medisch 
Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek FUNGO, Den Haag 

MCR, Medical Research Council,_London 

Theodor Kocher Institut, Universitat, Bern 

··-
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II. Project relating t.o the detect·ion -Jf the tendency tc thrombosis 

The res•!ln.h will. Le car1·ied out w~th th.~ purpose of acquiring 

scientific. and techrical knowledge in ,this field, selected for its 

iiilporta."lcE at Commw·ity level. 

The research is expected to cover the following topics: 

h ·Detection of activated clotting factors and their reaction 

·. :·products 

:··2. ··Quantitative analysis of the inhibitors of the clotting system 

3.· Studies of the active and inhibitory components of the 

.fibrinolytic system 

4. ·stu~ies of blood platelets 

5. Pilot studies in well-defined populations followi'ng standard

ilation of materials and methodology 

Belgiu~, Denmark, Germany, Greece, France, Ireland,.Italy; the 

Netherlands, the United Kingdom and Swjtzerland will contribute 

research under the topics mentioned above. 

• 



ANNEX B 

TERMS OF REFERENCE AND COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE 

1. The Committee shall: 

1.1 contribute to the optimum execution of the project by giving its 

opinion on all of its aspects; 

1.2 evaluate the results and draw conclusions as regards their 

application; 

1.3 be responsible for the exchange of information referred to in the 

first sub-paragraph of Article 5; 

1.4 keep abreast of national research being done in the fields 

covered by the project and more especially of scientific and 

technical developments Likely to affect the ~xecution of the 

project; 

1.5 suggest guidelines to the project Leader. 

2. The Committee's reports and opinions shall be forwarded to the 

Commission and to the States. The Commission shall forward these 

opinions to CREST. 

3. The Committee shall be composed of persons responsible for co-ordinat

ing the national contributions to the project and the project Leader. 

Each member may be accompanied by experts. 
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ANNEX C 

FlNANClNG a\:Llli 

. Art i cl£: 1 

These p~o~isions lay down the financing rules referred.to in Article 4 of 

the Agreement on a concerted action project in the field of the detection 
,. 

of the)·tendency to thrombosis. 
•, .. 
,·. 

J . > Article 2 

At the beginning of each financial year, the Commission shall send to 

Switzerland a call for funds corresponding to its share ?f the annual 

co-ordination costs under the Agreement, calculated {n proportion to the 

maximum amounts laid down .in Article 4 of the Agreement. 

This contribution shall be expressed both in ECU and in the currency of 

the State concerned, the value of the ECU being defined jn the Financial 
l 

Regulation applicable to the general budget of the Europtan Communities 
i 

and determined on the date of the call for funds. ; 

The total contributionsshall cover the travel and subsisten~e costs of the 

delegates to the Committe~, in addition to the co-ordination costs proper. 

Switzerland shall pay its annual contribution to the co-ordination costs 

under the Agreement at the beginning of eaGh year and by 31 March at the 

Latest. Any delay in the payment of the annual contribution ~hall give 

rise to the payment of interest by Switzerland at a rate equal to the 

highest discount rate ruling in the States on the due date. The rate 

shall be increasing by 0.25 of a percentage point for each month of delay. 

This increased rate shall be applied to the entire period of delay. 

However, this interest shall be recoverable only if payment is made more 

than three months after the Commission has sent a call for funds. 

-.......... 
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AN_NEX C 

Article 3 

The funds paid by Switzerland shall be credited to the concerted action 

project as budg~t receipts allocated to a heading in the statement of 
.'{ 

revenue of tne budget of the Commission. 

Article 4 

The provisional timetable for the co-ordination costs referred to in 

ArticLe 4 of the Agree.ment is annexed hereto. 

Article 5 

The Financial Regulation in jorce applicable to the general budget of the 

European Communities shall apply to the management of the appropriations. 

Article 6 

At the end of each financial year, a statement of appropriations for the 

concerted action project shall be prepared and transmitted to Switzerland 

for information • 

.. 
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