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In order to perform certain %asks assigred to it under the Treaty, the Com-
migsion must have informatior on the current status and trends of earnings
in the Community countries. It ‘herefore requires comparable statistics on

these matters for all sectors of economic activity. ;

.As a result of~thé activities of the Working Party for Statistics on Ea  ‘ngs
in Agriculture, which is composed of representatives of the national adm..i-
istrations, employers and iabouf, Community surveys of the earnings @
permanént workers emplojed in agriculture were conducted from 1974 to 1980
‘(1). These surveys provided compérable'data on the level and distribution of
‘earﬁinga, the number of hours paid and the existence or absence of benefits
in kind, taking into account certain personal data on wége earners such as ’
age, sex and occupational qualificatioﬂs (2). The results of these surveys
have been published (3). '

As regards the organization of future Community surveyé of the earnings of
' - 14
workers employed in agriculture, the Council and the Commission have agreed

to set up a permanent system on the basis of a Difective.

Moreover,‘thé Joiht Committee on the social problems of agricultural wage
earners expressed an opinion in this connection on 6 May 1981, in which it
called for the setting up of a definitive Cqmmunity'instrument to ensure the )
regn}nr publication of comparahle -data on thg’earninga of permanent full-time

and part-time workers and of seasonal workers (at maximum intervals of 27years).

(1) Council Regulations (EEC) No 677/74 of 21 March 1974 (0J No L 83 of 28
March 1974, pp 4-5), No 1103/75 of 28 April 1975 (0J No L 110 of 30 April
1975, pp 2-3), -No 1035/76 of 30 April 1976 (0J No L 118 of 5 May 1976, .
pp 3-4), No 847/77 of 25 April 1977 (0OJ No L 104 of 28 April 1977, p. 5)
and)No 3112/80 of 27 Noveémber 1980 (0J No L 326 of 2 December 1980, pp .
6-7).

.
(2) The surveys for 1977 to 1979, which were carried out with a reduced sample
and confined to male workers, were concerned only with trends in- income
during this period. :

(3) EUROSTAT, Earnings in agriculture
~ - 1974 (Social Statistics No 5/1975
- 1975 ) ,
"« 1976 ) Separate publication
- 1977 )
‘= 1978 ) Hourly earnings - Hours of work, vol., 1~1979 (1977) N
1979 ) 2-1979 (1978) and 2-1980 (1979)
~ 1980 The results will be included in a separate publicationa
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Conseruently, the procedures for organizihg future surveys were decided on

by the Working Party for Statistics on Earnings in Agriculture at its meet-

ing on 17 March 1981.

Thds the survey yill be coinducted every two years from 1982 onwards. It
will relute to workers of both sexes belonging ﬁo the following categbriés:
perman~nt full-time workers, permanent pért—time workers and seasonal work-
ers. The inclusion of the two last-mentioned categories, which were not
taken into considepation in the earlier surveys, will be decided on by the
Commission in éollaborationvwith the relevant, national.statistical sbrvicéa
and will apply only to the Member States in which there is a large or sub=-
stantial number of Such workers., The Statistical Office has prepared a

Community definition of these three categories of agricultural workers,

- largely on the basis of information supplied by the Member States. on this

gubject.
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. Draft -
OOUROIL bIRﬂOTIVI (ﬁﬁb)

L relating to the o?panization by the Member States of surveys on the
‘»earnings of permanent and seasonal workere employed in sgrioulture

«/‘

- THE COUNCIL OF Tgp EUROPEAN GQMMUNITIES

' Bhwing regard to ?he Treaty esteblishing the European Ecanomio Cemmunity,\rj
_and in perticularrlrticle 213,thereo£. :

5

Having regard to the draft Directive submitted by the Commission,

ﬁhereas, in order to éarr& out the tasks assigned to it under the Treaty,
in partiouler those set out in Artioles 2, 39, 117, 118, 119 and 122 . ‘
thereof, the Commission needs to know the earnings\situatien‘and trend;/-
in the Nemeer States; ) “ : .

Whereas such statistical data as‘do exist within the Member States en
the earnings of agiioultural workers do not at present permit vaiid
_oomperieona to be made,and .whereas it ‘is, consequently, necessary to
donduct a specifio community survey based on uniform definitions and

‘ ehareoteristioe;.

Whereas the Gommiseion needs regular, oomprehensive data on earningq,
and whereas it is therefore necessary ito include all categories of
agricultural workers of both sexes in the Burveyss

Whereas, however, since the number of agricdlturel werkere in certain
categories is very low in several Member States, it is desirable to

adopt a selective approachj

" Whereas it is possible and also more economical $o0 carry out such
usurveya by random sampling,and whereas, in order to obtain results of

Vuniform acouraoy, it is neoeesary to keep within a fixed margin of error
of dheentetien, uhioh eheuld he aealov as: peeaible;

v

s
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S0 gurvey in each country.

-g -

f , mmrcu it is mmeea,,y t» define the srrengewends for ya.ntt.ns Communi ty

finanoial ¢omtributions to Member States for the purpose of conduoting the
survuys referred to in this Directives

 HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE

‘Article 1 nn |
‘As  from 1982, Member States shall undertake a survey in alternate years
of the actual earhings of male and female workers employed in agriculture;‘ |
the survey shall cover permanent full-time and part-time workers and
seasonal workers. ‘

The Commission, after consulting the statistical authorities of the
Member States, shall determine the categories of agricultural workers

. who, on the basis of their relative importance, are to be included in the

1

The Commiss8ion, after consulting the eppropriate Working party, shall

‘,’dnfinn‘the aforementioned categories of agricultural workers.

Article 2 .
. The survey provided for in Article 1 shall be oonducted on the basis of
staxistioal data relating to the months of September, October ar November
in the case of permanent workera, and to months aeleoted by the COmmission,
in oooperation with the national statlstloal authorities of the Hember .

Statea, in the case of seasonal workers..

Article 3
The survey provided for in Article 1 shall cover all holdings which employ S
'pefmanent and/br\ seasonal wofkers and which engage in agtivities as :
specified and defined under Class Ol of the General Nomenclature of , .
' Boonomic Activities in the European Communities (NACE), with the F T
“ ‘exception of holdings the activities of which are mainly or exclusively '
- direoted to coreating and maintaining gardens and parks, to hunting or
lﬂtd activities anoillary to agricultiure.

. Article 4 ) A
The survey provided for in Article 1 shall be carried out by ,random
sampling., Member States shall take all appropriate measures, in particular
with regard to the sample base, to maintain or, if necessary, to improve

' the quality of the survey results.

’ ) ' , : . " f"'
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’ 5522333-2 ‘ respect pof )
The survey ahall oonslst of the oollaotion.In/each permanent or aeasonal
‘uorken,cf all data relating to grosa cash earnings for the month or months\’
_referred to in Artiole 2, the existence of benefits in kind,
the nature of thé'work performed, the basis on which earnings are
calculated and ihﬂ ‘hunber of houra paid, as wsll as sex, age and jdb

'oaxagorioa.‘
CArtigle 6 . R
T ——————
Thc-Comm1ssiqn shall after consuLt1ng the statistical authorities of
the Hember‘Statei! determine tha technioal details of the survny

and the arrangemests for transmitting the resulte to the Commxsaion.

o \ Aiticle 7 q
The Member Stateglshalt receive, in respect of the first three surveys,
a flat-rate sum- for ‘each holding surveyed. This sum shall be. charged
against appropriat1ons allocated for this purpose in the budget of the

European Commun1ties.

Article 8
This Directive is addreséed to the Member States.
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1.

" FINANCTAL RECCRD

Relevant budget heading: Art. 264

‘Title of budget heading: Draft Council Direqfive (EEC) on the organiz-

-
+

ation of a survey on the earnings of workers employed in agriculture.
Legal basis: Council Directive (EEC)

Objective and justification of the project:‘to set up, after a series

of 'complete' and 'light' annual surveys, a permanent system of sur-
veys which will allow more detailed comparisons of the level and the

distribution of the earnings of workers in agriculture, at two-yearly

* - intervals, and to follow developments in this respect. The information

' 5.

5.0

5.1

“tical Sefvices of the Member States.

must be collected directly at the agricultural holdings by the statis-

Financial implications of the project {in ECU)

.

In respect of4expenditure: As stated in Article 7 of the draft Direct-

ive, the Member States will receive a lump sum in respect of each hold-"
ing covefed for carrying out the three in;tial surveys. These costs
will be charged against the appropriations provided for this purpose

in the budgets of the European Cqmmuhities for 1982, 1984 and 1986
(Article 264, 'Statistical surveys and studies').

The Community contribution covers only part of the total cost of the
surveys carried out by Phe national statistical offices. '

1

Method of calculation: It is proposed to_calculate the flat rate con- -

tribution to Member States on the basis of an -amount of 12 ECU per unit
covered.Taking account of the number of hoidings to be covered (+ 56000);.
the sum chargeéble to the budget of the European Communities can be es- .
timafed. for each of the three surveys,covering‘the‘ten Memlcs States,

at 672 000 ECU, This estimate is based on the following breakdown of b

the sample by countries (figures for the 1980 survey in brackets):

-/0.
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Units - ECU
Germany . 9000 (8823)a) 108000 = (105876)
France - K - 12000 (10000) 144000  (120000)
. Italy , 15000 (10000) 180000  (120000)
" Netherlands = - : 2450~ (2450) . 29400 - (29400)
Belgium , 1750 . (1750) - 21000 > (21000)
Luxemboufg— _ - '-1250 o (250) . 3000 (5600)}
United Kingdom 2000 (1820) 24000 . (21840)
Ireland | 2530 (2530) 30360  (30360)-
Denmark- - 6000 (6000) . 72000 (72000) "
Greece 5000 (-) 60000 (=)

TOTAL 55980 - (43623) 671760  (523476)"

..

1

‘a) Actual number that took part in the last complete survey in which this '
country participated (1976). CL ] ‘
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