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EXPLAUATORY NOTE 

.As & :reault of exooptiona.l a.tmosphe:rio conditions oerta.in uinea produced 

in the south \'lest of the IIassif Central of Franco did not reach the mini­

mum required national alcoholic strength. 

On the basis of Article 38 of Regulation (EEC) N° 8I6/70 providin~ derogations 

in the case of an exceptional situation arising from natural di~astcrs, it 

is proposed to open up a voluntary distillation for the product~ in question 

coming from a specified zone affected by this disaster. 

l<'INANCIAL UOT.iE 

Thi3 Regulation provided for the .distillation of an estimated quantity 

of 1,5 million hl of wine which have not read:i:ecf the minimum alcoholic 

strength specified for the regions in question. 

On the basis of an average strength of 7 °7 and an average aid ~f 9,50 ~/0/hl 

the forecasted expense·will of the order of 5 million u.a. 

This expense will be set off in the I974 budget provided for the i-rine sector; 

a b1Jdget of 70.1 million u.a.. of :which 28 million u.a. is for "other interven-

tions". 
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Proposal for a 
REGULATION (EEC) OF THE COUNUlL 

layinG dovm general rules governing the distillation 

of wine of quality lower than table wine and originating 

in certain areas affected by adverse we::>.ther conditions 

THE COUNCITJ OF THE EUROPEAN COivJMuNITIES 7 

Havin2; re~..,.ard to the Treaty establishin{; the European 

Economic Community; 

Havin,-: rer:ard ~(') Council Regulation (EEC) No 816/70 of 

28 -~pril 1970 laying dm'm additional provisions for the 

common orsanization of the market in wine ( 1), as last 

ame:1d.ecl by Regulation (EEC) No· 1532/74 ( 2 ), and in 

particular Article 38 thereof; 

Favir.~ rc~ord to the pro~osal from the Commission; 

V'Tnc>re2s .1\rticle 38 of Regulation 816/70 ::::>rovides that 
;.: ·-- Sl 1 "Y'~8 of' a ero{'"ation may be decided upon to remedy an 

e: ·.::e:n·:--;_o1"'a1 situation resulting from natural disasters; 

Vl~erem~ o.dvra,rse weather conditions· have• caused natural 

disasters in certain areas of the Community; 
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Vmereas the wine harvested in these areas did not achiev~ the 
minimum natural alcoholic strength prescribed for the wi~e­
growing zone in which it wae produced; 

Whereas it appears desirable to withdraw these products from 
the mFlrket in the interests of maintaining the quality of 
products offered to consumers; 

rthereas distillation is the most appropriate method of wtth­
drawinc; this wine definitively from the market; 

\Vhere':l.S the detFJ.ils of the distillinc; ope:r-ation should be b11sed 
on the general rules rela.ting to distillation already decided 
upon in application of Article 7 of Regulation (EEC) 
No 816/70, 

flA:§.. . ...A'QQ.~~Bp_ THIS REGULATTON: 

Article 1 

Distillation shall be authorized u~der the conditiops 
laid clorm in this Rer;ulation in respect of wine not reacnini~~ 
the mi1".i:-:11JJTI natural alcoholic strength for the wine-growinG 
zo~e concerned as laid dovn1 in Article 18 (1) of Regulation 
(E~0) No 816/70 and originating in certain yet to be defined 
parts of the followinp: French Departments: 

- C-2rs 
- ".1-!-t:lute-Go.roYJ.ne 
- fltl'tr·-Pt-G•ronne 
- 'J~_t'J\ 

- ~ 11.1\ld (il~ 

- Al.ldc 

a.f'~ected. h3r natural disasters durintc: the 1974/1975 wine­
:gr4wi n.,. ~rea.r. 
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Article 2 

Wine offered for distillation may not have an alcohQlic 
strength exceeding the minimum natural.alcoholic strengt~ laid 
down for the wine-growing zone in question and should no~ be 
fortified. 

Article 3 

1. Producers in the administrative units referred to i~ 
Article 1 who wish to have all or part of their harvest of tabl~ 
wine distilled shall conclude delivery contracts, where appro­
priate through the intervention agency, with the distillers of 
their choice. 

2. Under such contracts: 

(a) the distiller shall purchase the quantity of table wine 
stated in the contract; 

(b) the distiller shall distill such wine and shall pay for 
it a price which shall not be less than the price reterred 
to in Article 4. 

3. The contracts shall specify: 

(a) the quantity, colour and actual alcoholic strength of the 
table wines to be distilled; 

(b) the name and address of the producer; 
(c) the place at which the wine is stored; 
(d) the Lmne of the distiller or the registerea business or 

comparl.y name of the distillery; 
(e) the address of the distillery. 

Article 4 

1. The minimum purchase price for table wines to be distilled 
is hereby fixed at: 
- ~.32 UA per aegree and hectolitre. 
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Article 5 

1. The delivery contracts referred to in Article 3 ~Y 
not be concluded before 1 December 1974 or after 
15 December 1974. 

2. Distillation may not take place before 1 December 1974 
or after 15 January 1975. 

Article 6 

Products of the distillation of table wines may hav~ an 
alcoholic strength: 

of 86° or more, 
- of 85° or less, 

with a tolerance of 0.4o above or below. 

Article 7 

1. Aid shall be paid by the intervention agency for each 
~ectolitre of wine distilled. 

2. The amount of the aid is hereby fixed ~t: 

0.53 unit of account per degree and hectolitre if the wine 
was processed into a product referred to in Article 6, first 
indent, 

- 0.4funit of account per degree and hectolitre if the wine 
was processed into a product referred to in Article 6, first 
indent 

3. The aid may be paid only upon production of a contract as 
~eferred to in Article 2 and upon proof being given that 

- su.ch contract was concludedl during the period referred to 
i~ Article 5(1), 

- distillation took place during the period referred to in 
A~ticle 5(2). 
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Article 8 

1. Member States shall designate an intervention 
agency to apply the provisions of this Regulation. 

2. The competent'intervention agency shall be the 
agency of the State on whose territory the distillation 
takes place. 

Article 9 

The detailed rules for the application of this 
Regulation and in particular the definition of the parts 
of Departments referred to in Article 7 shall be adopted 
according to the procedure laid down in Article 7 of 
Regulation No 24/ ' 

Article 10 

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day of 
its publication in the Official Journal of the Europe~ 
Communities. 

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and 
directly applicable in all Member States. 
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