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COMIUNTCATTON FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL

»

on certain special measures to support the

market in fishery products

I. INTRODUCTION

The Community markets in fishery products have for some time shown serious signs
of weskness. Marketing has been increasingly hit by the adverse economic
gsituation in the Community and is also feeling the influenée of the unfavourable

trends in world market prices.

This influence, accompanied by a substantial rise in the imports of white fish
over the last three years onto the Community market, such imports benefiting
from tariff concessions negotiated &t multinational and bilateral level, hes had

seriam consequences for the formation of market prices in the Community.

In these circumstances special measures must therefore be taken to support the

Pommunity market.

In view of this, and in line with the above, the Commission :

1. proposes that the Council decide upon an additional increase of 10 % for the guide

price for cod, haddock, and hake for the 1981 campaign;

2. reserves the right to propose this price increase for other species which can
be substituted for the above-mentioned species, after evaluating the consequences
which suth increases would have on the budget, on the markets for other species

consumed in the Community, and on the external side;

3. intends, within the framework of the management of the common market organisation
for fisheries products, to take the measures following from adoption by the Council
of its proposal regarding guide prices (i.e , increase of the withdrawal and

reference prices);
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4. intends to adopt a Regulation allowing the export, under special conditions( of
5,000 tons of whitefish to a state-trading country;

5. - gshall make use of the possibilities under Article 19 of Regulation (EEC) n°® 100/76"
if, having regard to the level of abnormally low import prices, difficulties

occur on the market of a Member State;

- shatl immediately suspend imports of frozen cod and haddock into the United

_Kingdom;

- shall implement a Community surveillance system for jmports;

6. suggests to the Council that it amend the distribution of Community tariff quotas
for imports of fish (lowering of the United Kingdom quota in line with an increase
in the quota for Germany), with fhe result that the United Kingdom quota shall not
excéed 1,500 tons for 1981. '

1. - MEASURES TO BE TAKEN

1. Price increases

The guide prices for cod, haddock and hake for the 19871 marketing year were
fixed with effect from 2 February 1981 at a level 10 %,14 % and 10 % higher
respectively than the price for the previous marketing year.

To provide additional support for the market in those products, it is .
proposed that there should be a total increase in the guide prices'compared
with the 1980 marketing year of 21% for cod, 25,4 % for haddock and 21 % for
hake. This implies a further 10 % increése in their guide prices with effect

from 1 April (see proposal in Annex I).

The Commission, for its part, will, in due course,adopt a number of
regulations regarding the withdrawal prices and the reference prices,
taking account of these increases in the guide prices. It intends, when
fixing the withdrawal prices, to adjust the relationships between prices
for the various sizes and qualities of products in qhestion so that there
will be an average increase of 10%.

The increase in prices will certaihly have some budgetary consequences and
these are difficdlt to estimate accurately, although the other measures to
support the market which are planned should help to mitigate these
consequences. |
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As a precaution, budget appropriations sbould, however, b2 increased
at ‘this stage by 2.5 million ECU.

v

The Commission may propose an increase in the pﬂ:%e af ot L ecies
which can be substituted for the above-mentione species, avier esvalua=-

ting the consequence that these +¥sex wWould na. o th> © 7_ ., cn the

markets for other species consumed in the fommun ry. &35 weil as externly.
2. Taking the strain_off_the market '

- s Gty )y e St A S Y 30 RS S e dut e €

Trends in market prices for white fish are a3t present unfavourably in-
fluenced by Large stocks of frozen products, in particular ¢! cod and
haddock. To relieve the market and help prices to recover sales under
special conditions of certain quantities of frozen produ-:s i1 ztock

will have to bé envisaged. The Cummission ..herevore intei' . aiter having
received the opinion of Member States in the rlenagement  cro: ctee for
Fishery Products, to adopi a regulation fixing those specia: conditions.
(Annex 1D,

To prevent these exceptional sales affecting normal trade .- 5. it is
planned fhat thex~$boutd‘be‘timited to exports tc ~» state wroding country.
The Regulation to be adopted will apply for aa initiail eciod of three
months and mighgzbe’protonged if necessary. ‘iowever, as soun as exports

have reached abput 5.000 tonnes, the regulation will be repealed.

%
LS

The budgetary consequences ' these measures ma, o estimcced st about
1 million ECU.

3. Suspension_of imports’

\

In the current market: situation, measurss must be taken to prevent disturbances
due to supplies from non-member countries at abnormal prices or under condit%ons
which are such that‘they compromise the measures taken 35y producer organizations
to stabilize the ma;két.

]
-As a further measure of assistance to the market, the Commission intends to

suspend for the time being imports of frozen cod and haddock to the United Kingdom,
the market on which the risk of disturbance due to iaports at abnormally low prices

is particularly serious.

In addition, the Commission will subject these {imports o Community surveillance,
under the conditions laid down in Regulations (EEC) nos. $25/79 and 9256/79.

The regulation suspending imports of the prod “s in question (see Annex III)

will be submitted to the Management Committee .or its c¢pinion at its next meeting.
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rurbar. other Memba~ 5uates, the Commission

(0]

IT a sbould occur on the markets oo
will makde

to this «

" the nrovisicns of Article 19 of Pegulation (EEC) n® 100/76;

t, chs commission will carefully follow the development of prices on

the markets.

Distribution 1 %ariff quotas

Having re-ﬁ>tmiQed the s1tuation, particularly wfth regard o [he‘-
absorptive ;acitiec of -Membor States’ markots, the Commivsion ,fé
prcposes, hv way. of mc 1farat1ﬁn to its proposal submitted to the

1980 ¢bOC. COM(80)905 final),
adequate di sm.1butﬂon of Community tariff quotas, on the lines . .

1nd109ted

Counch on 2 Oeuember a more.

sloew

Quota ‘ Quotas Quota
art 1.1 art 1.2 “rt 1.3
. 5,000 t at 3.74 | 7,000 t {9,000 t 3,000 ¢ at 10%
' RS at 4% at 6% : .
Bene lux 100 100 | 120 10,
Denmark 200 330 400 10
Germany 500 1,730 1,940 2,000
Greece 10 30 10 10
France 350 870 1,000 10
lreland 10 10 10 10
Italy 10 30 <0 10
United ¥ ingdom 500 400 500 © 100
Tota' = 1s% tpranche 1,680 3,500 4,000 2,160
RuLerve 3,320 3,500 5,600 840 -
£.79N0 7,000 9,000 3,000
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Moreover, as the Commission does not wish to expose the United
Kingdom market for fishery products (currently extremely sensi-

tive) to pressure from additional low—duty imports, it would not op-

pose, as an exceptional measure and for 1981 only, a decision
by the Council, within the scope of this Regulation, not to
subject the United Kingdom to the procedure of drawing an Com=

munity reserves.

s

To that end, the following amendments should be made to the

regulation -in question :

1) The following text should be added to the second recital
/on page 3, after the words '"as many times as the reserve
allows" :
"yhereas, taking account of the current extreme sentivity of the
United Kingdom market for fishery products, that market should
not be exposed to pressure from additional Low-duty imports from non-
'Member States; whereas, therefore, without prejudice to deci-
sions to be made on the regime to be aﬁptied in future, that
tne

Member State should be excluded from/possibility of drawing

additional shares from the reserve;"

2) The following new paragraph 5 shoul” be added to Article 3 :
"S. Moreover, the measures laid down in the preceding paragraphs

shall not apply to the United Kingdom."
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III. MEDIUM~TERM MEASURES .

The Commission takes this opportunity to emphasize once again the importance
| of a revision of the common organization of the market which has been in
- existence since 1970, so as to take account of the changés which have
occurred since then on Community markets and in the fishing conditions
following the introduction of 200-mile zones. It would point out that
+  the FEuropean Parliament, in its resolution adopted on 13 February, also
requested the Council tn take a decision by the end of March.

As a guideline for the considerable amount of work which still has to be

done in this sector, on the basis of the proposals already submitted by .

the Commission, the Council might at this stage adopt the draft resolution
in Annex IV~ and thus enable faster implementation of

the new common organization of the market which would more efficiently

meet the needs of the current situation
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ANNEX I

Proposal for-
COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC) No = /81

amending the guide prices for certain products
listed in Annex I(A) to Regulation (EEC) No 100/76,
for the 1981 fishing year

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN. COMMUNITIES,
Having regard to the Treaty esiablishing the European Economic Community;

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 10G/76 of 19 January 1976

on the common organization of the market in fishery products1, as last

amended by Regulation (EEC) No 3443/802,‘and in particular Article 9(4)
thereof, ’

Having regard {to the proposal from the Commission,

Whereas Article 9(1) of Regulation (EEC) No 100/76 provides that for
each of the products listed in Annex I(A) and (C) thereto a guide price
should be fixed at a level which contributes to the stabilization of
market prices without leading to the formation of structural surpluses
within the Community; ’

Whereas the guide prices applicable until 31 December 1531 for the
relevant products were fixed by Regulation (EEC) No 234/813;

Whereas the situation in the wthésgLe markgts or representative ports
of the Community has necessitated a review which has indécated a need for
) additional“suppocF for cod, haddock and hake whereas the guide prices

for these products for the remainder of 1981 should therefore be
revised, ‘ '

/

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

o7 L 20, 28.1.1976, p. 1.

§OJ L 359, 31.12.1980, p. 13.
OJ L 371 100201981, Pe Te
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Article 1
The guide prices for cod, haddock .and hake Llisted in Annex I (A) to Regulation
(EEC) No 100/76 are amended and fixed in the Annex. These prices shall
apply until 31 December 1981. r

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 1 April 1981.

This Regnlation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable
in all Member States.

Doneyat Brussels, ' For the Council
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ANNEX

Commercial‘characteristics1

’

Species Guide price
Freshness Size Presentation
.category Ecus/tonne
A 2 Gutted fish
Cod or 915
A 3 with head
A 2 Gutted fish
Haddock or 728
A 3 with head
(Gutted
Hake A 2 (
' (with head 2 044

1The freshness categories, sizes and presentation are defined pursuant
to Article 2 of Regulation (EEC) No 100/76.
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ANNEX

to Commission Regulation of

Annex

fixing the .export refunds for certain fishery products

CCT heading o ax Rate of
number Description refund
Ecus/100 kg .net
03.01 Fish, fresh (live or dead), chilled or

B, Saltwater fish:
I. Whole, headless or in pieces:
h) Cod:

2. Prozen:

for export to Poland

:'k) Haddock:

2. Frozen:
for export to Poland

Il. Fillets:

b) Frozen:
1, Of cod:
for export to Poland

3+ Of haddock:
for export to Poland

: 20

20

20

20
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

-t

DATE:

2.3.1981

s ROLUVANT BUDIET CODE: Art. 881

20 TITL® OF BUDGET HVADINGS Froposal for a Counsil Regulstion avending the guide prices
for certain products Listedin Amnex I{4) to Regulation (EEC)
No 100/76 for the 1981 fisching year

3¢ LEGAL BASISS 4016 9 of Regulation (EEC) Ne 100/76

4. DESCRIPTION, OBJECTIVE(S) AND JUSTIFICATION OF THS PROJECT:

Additional support to the market

3 PINANCIAL CONSTQUINCE TOR THE MARKETING | CURRENT PINANGIAL | FOLLOYING rINANCIAL
5.0 YXP.LDITURE . lYEaR YEAR ( ) YBAR {
~ CUARGED TO THE EC BUDGET 2,5m ECU 2,5 m ECU
fcreerys/ INTERVENTIONS ) ’
~ CHUNTRSURDERTIEE,
o ) >
GROUPS
5.1 NGUSRNS )
- BRI
SR NI .
=
7 .

. YEAR 0019510'00 YEAR sssesssce YmR so0besseses
540¢ 1 PLURTANNUAL PATTERN OF EXPINDITURE .

Fe 10 | FEONRERAMIRENRRNRRTRERS .

bed WETHOD O CALCULATION

See below "Comments'

540 VIN.LCING POSSIBLE WITH APPROPRIATIONS ENTERED IN BELEVANT CHAPTERS OF CURRENT .
BUDGET ? WB/50

i1 “LiEaNCING FOSSI3LA BY TRANSITR JUTHSW CUATTSS OF CUAR T BUDGET? YES/8
o2 8 2 GITY FOR A SUPPLBUNTARY WUDG T? -1/N0
:—3 APUPHOPRTATIONS TO7 3E INTHRED IN FUTURS BUDGETS? N a.,/No

- precise

COMWINTS:  The finaneial effects of the increase in the guide prices cannot be calculated
The price increase will undoubiedly inorease EAGGF expenditure although this
could be mitigated Ly other support measures in view. 4s a precaution, however,
provision should be made for an increase of million ECU in the budget
appropriations, 2,5

Ya
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ANNEX II

Draft

| COMMISSION REGULATION (EEC) No /81

fixing the export refunds for certain fishery products

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,
Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No 100/76 of 19 January 1976 on the
common organization of the market in fishery products1, as last amended by
Regulation (EEC) No 3443/802, and in particular the fourth subparagraph of
Article 23(2) thereof,

Having regard to the opinion of the Monetary Committee,

Whereas Article 23 of Regulation (EEC) No 100/76 provides that, to the extent
necessary to enable economically important exports of the products listed in
Article 1(2) of that Regulation to be effected on the basis of prices for these
products on the world market, the difference beiween these prices and prices |

within the Community may be covered by an export refund;

Whereas Article 2 of Council Regulation (EEC) No 110/76 of 19 January 1976
laying down general rules for granting export refunds on fishery products and
criteria for fixing the amount of such refunds:a provides that when refunds are
being fixed account must be taken on the one hand of the existing situation and
the future trend with regard to prices and availabilities of fishery products
on the Community market and prices on the world market on the other; whereas
"account must also be taken of the costs referred to in (c) of that -Article and -
of the economic significance of the proposed exporis and of the aims of the

common organization of the market in fishery products;

Whereas Article 3 of Regulation‘(EEc) No 110/76 provides that, when prices on the
Community market are being determined, account must be taken of the ruling prices
vhich are most favourable from the exportation point of view; whereas, when
prices on the world market are being determined, account must be taken of the

_ prices indicated in paragraph 2 of that Article;

07 No L 20, 28.1.1976, pe 1.
203 Mo L 359, 31.12.1980, pe 13.
305 o L 20, 28.1.1976, p. 48.
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Whereas the world market situation or the specific requirements of certain
markets may make it necessary to vary the refund according to the destination

of the products in question;

Whereas products of Community origin which are landed, direct from the
fishing grounds, in ports situated outside the customs territory of the

Community do not qualify for refunds;

Whereas substantial quantities of frozen cod and haddock are now depressing
the world market in these products; whereas, to help the markeis in question
to recover, steps should be taken to reduce these stocks;

Whereas economically important quantities of these products can be exported at

the present time;

Whereas care must be taken to ensure that the disposal of these stocks does
not affect the normal patterns of trade; whereas; therefore, it is important

[+ ) .
that the export refund should be granted only in respect of certain

destination ;

Whereas it is important ito restriot this operation to a given tonnage and,

at the same time, to ensure that all operators in the Community can take
advantage of the provisions of this Regulation; whereas, if these aims are
t0 be achieved, operators must notify the compgtent authorities in the Member

States of their intention to effect such exports; -
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whereas the Member States inform the Commission of all notifications
received on this matiter; whereas the Commisaion regularly forwards
all notifications received to all Member States;

Whereas pursuant to Commission Regulation (EEC) No 686/78 of 6 April 1978
laying down additional provisions as regards the granting of export
refunds on fishery products4, for the pﬁrposes of the export refund
system, fishery products of Community origin frozen and/or processed

on board a vessel registered or recorded in a third country and:-

flying the flag of a third country shall be considered to be products

which are not of Community origin;

Whereas it follows from applying these detailed rules to the present
market situation and in particular to prices for fishery products in
the Community and on the world market that the refunds should be as

set out in the Annex hereto; ;

Whereas, if the refund system is to\opgrate nprmally, refunds should
be calculated on the following basiss

in the case of ourrencies which are maintained in relation
to each other at any given moment within a band of 2.25%, a
rate of exchange based on their effective parity;

for other currencies, an exchange rate based on the arithmetic
mean of the spot market rates of each of these currencies recorded
for a given period in relation to the Community currencies

referred to in the previous indent;

Whereas (opinion of Management Committee)

HAD ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

%05 Mo L 93, 7.4.1978, p. 12
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Article 1
The export refunds provided for in the Annex hereio shall Le granted

a8 stipulated in this Regulation for an oversll guantity of about
5-000 tonnes.

Article 2

1. In order to qualify for the refunds provided for in this Regulation,
an operator must have notified in writing the competent authority
of the Member State responsible for payment of the refunds of his
intention to effect exporis in accordance with this Regulation,
stating the quantitylconcerned and the period within whiczh he
intends to effect such exports. '

2. No refund shall be granted unless the expor} operation takes place
during the period of validity of this Regulation.

Article 3

l. The Member States shall inform the Commission,'on rzceipt
thereof, of each notification made in accordance with Article 2(1).

2« As soon as it is evident that the quantity referred to in Article 1
will be reached, this Regulation shall be repezled, allowing a
period during which the éxports notified can be effected.

3+ The Commission shall inform the Member States at least once a
' week of the quantities notified.

Article 4

This Regulation shall enter into force on 1 April 1981.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable
in all Member States. '

Done at Brussels, For the Commission
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. . ' . Annex

FINANCIAL STATEMINT
‘ DATE:12,3.81

o RGLUVANT BUDGHET CODEs

-

2o TITL OF HUDGET HUADINGS JFixing of exceptional refunds for the export of ceriain
fishery products .

i « r:
3o LHGAL BASIS Council Regulation 100/76, Art. 23

> LY

4. DTGCRIPTION, OBJECTIVE(S) AND JUSTIFICATION OF THT PROJECT:
Assist the market for cod and haddock by promoting the disposal of surplus stocke

ve JULAICTAL CONGUQININGE TOR TG WARKBTING | CURRUNT FINANGCIAL | #OLLOVING FINANGIAL
el TRIN A TURYS 50 LYFAR Yuag { ) YRAR( Yoo .
- C'ARGKD TO THE BC BUDGET .
( R/ ENTERVEITIONS ) - 1 000 000 ECU -

- CiladG :D TO HATIOJAL ATRIIL

- GHAlG Y TO OTiR NaTIONAL
GROUPS

S¢1 W3 C"IPTS ‘

- 04 RESOURCTS OF TiE BC - - -

f1. "r":./ OUSTONS MTI™G)

- 1wt Guni

YEAR -ocz-{oouo YiSAR ¢avesvsers YIAR onbossvace
«0e 1 PLUGIAN UAL PATTERN OF EXPINDITU
° 0 TTURE 1 000 000 ECU

“ele i PLURLIANKVAL PATTE.WN OF RECLIPTS

——

"2 VOTHOD O CALCULATION  Rate of refund 20 BOU/100 kg = 200 ECU/t

Overall volume of exports with refund limited to 5 000 ¢
5 000 x 200 = lm ECU !

(+0 VIN.NGING POSSIBLS WITH APPROPRIATIONS ENTERED IN BELEVANT CUAPTERS OF CURRINT
BUDGET? X®%/NO

1 ~INANCING POSSIBLZ BY TRANSS R WITWIAN CHMAPT.HS OF CURR T BUDGET? ves

6.2 46 ..SITY FOR A SUPPLRUTTARY W37 ' No

e} AT 0T LONS O I8 SSIPRRED IN MUTURS “RIDOETS? vE/No
. _’ ' '

—— e DT

coi: 1'tss  Exoeptional measure, for a limited period (6 months) and a limited
quantity (5 000 t).
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ANNEX III *7°

COMISSION REGULATION (EEC) NO.
of
suspending imports of frozemn cod and haddock

THE CQMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

Having regard to the Treaty esiablishing the European Economic Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EEC) No. 100/76 of 19 Jamuary 1976 on the
common organization of the market in fishery products1, as last amended by
Regulation (EEC) No. 3443/80°, and in particular the third subparagraph of Article
19(6) thereof. ,

Whereas Article 19(4) of Regulation (EEC) No. 100/76 provides inter alia that,
where thé entry price for a given product imported from any third country is
lower than the reference price, then, in the case of the products listed in
Amex IV(B), imports may be suspended or restricted to specified qualities,

forms of presentation or end uses;

Whereas Commission Regulation (EEC) No. 279/813 fixed among others the reference
.prices for frozen cod and haddock listed in Amnex IV(B) to Regulation (EEC) No.
100/76 for the 1981 fishing year;

Whereas Article 19(3) of Regulation (EEC) No. 100/76 provides that, for products
in respect of which a reference price is fixed, there shall be established an
eniry price, based on the lowest prices recorded for 6ne and the same marketing
stage on representative import markets or in representative ports of import,
reduced by an amount equal to any customs duties and charges levied on these
produofs and by the cost of transporting the product from these markets or ports
to Community frontier crossing points;

Whereas in the case of frozen cod and haddock the established entry prices are
below the level of the reference prices; whereas this is likely to have an adverse
effect on the measures taken to stabilize the markets in these products; whereas,
in order to prevent {the present disturbances caused by abnormally low prices from
persisting and possibly worséning, inports of the relevant products should be
suspended; "

Whereas at the moment these disturbances ~ e .sts only ~ on markets in the
United Kingdom; whereas at present the measure of suspension of imports of the
relevant products may therefore be confined to imports into the United Kingdom;

.

'or No. L 20, 28.1.1976, p.1.

205 No. L 359, 31.12.1980, p. 13
BOJ No. L 30’ 2-2-1981, p- 20.
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1.

- 2 -
Whereas (opinion of Management Committee)
HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1
All imports into the United Kingdom of:

- frozen cod, whole, headless or in pieces, of subheading ex 03.01 B I h 2 of the

Coumon Customs Tariff,

~ frozen haddock, whole, headless or in pieces, of subheading ex 03.01 B I k 2 of

the Common Customs Tariff,
- | frozen cod fillets of subleading 03.01 B II b 1 of the Common Customs Tariff,
-~ frozen haddock fillets of subheading 03.01 B II b 3 of the Common Customs Tariff,.
shall be suspended,

Pa\.ragra.ph 1 shall not apply to imports of products which comply with the reference
prices set out in the Annex hereto.

Article 2

The items to be taken into account in determining whether an import complies
with the reference price as referred to in Article 1(2) shall be as follows:

'(a) the free-at-Community frontier price, before customs clearance;

(v) wnloading costs.

Article 3
This Regulation shall enter into force on

This Regulation shall be binding in'its emtirety and directly applicable in all

Member States.

Done at Brussels, . For the Commission
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ANEX

Common Customs Descripiion ) Price (1)
Tariff No ﬁwv;meMWL B Ecus/tonne
03.00 BI h 2 Whole frozen cod: ,
~ with or without head ©{719)
- minced blecks ' (899)
—~ other - \ (1106)
03.01 BIk 2 Whole frozen baddock:
- with or without head . (591)
. = 'minced blocks ' ' (739)
- other ‘ (909)
- 03.01 BIT I Frozen cod fillets
- industrial bLocksmuth bones (otandard) (1659)
- - industrial bLocks bonegess - : (1952)
~ individual fillets with rkin (1746)
—~-individual fillets without skin (2074)
-~ blocks not weighing more than 7 kg ir the
immediate wrapping (2212)
03,01 BII b 3 Frozen haddock fillets:
~ industrialblocks with bones \standard) (1486)
- industrial blocks boneless (1858)
- individual fillets with skin o {1651)
- individual fillets without skin , (1858)
- blocks not weighing more than 7 kg in thé
immediate wrapping : (1981)

(1) The prices indicated, applicable on 19 March 1981, shall be adjusted in
accordance with any changes in reference prices. :
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