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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

1. Annex IX of Decision 80/1186 of the Council of 16 December 1980 

provides that ru-m, arrack and tafia falling within subheading 22.09 C I 

of the Common Customs Tariff and originating in the overseas · 

countries associated with the EEC shall be imported free of customs 

duty into the Community within th~ limits of a tariff quof-a, the annual 

period of application of which shall be from 1 July to 30 June of the 

following year. 

The- volume of the tariff quota is to be determined by reference to an 

annual basic amount, calculated.in ·hectolitres of pure alcohol, equal to 

the amount of the imports effected during the best of the latest years 

for which statistics are available. This basic amount is to be subject to 

a rate of growth of 18 %. 
' ' 

2. The imports of the products in question during the last three years were 

as follows: 

BeneltGC 

Denmark 

Germany 

Greece 

France 

Ireland

Italy · 

United Kingdom 

1978 

70,285 
... 

64 

70,349 

(in hl of pure alcohol) 

1979 1980 

19 10 

32 51 

5?,723 55,625 

100 

22 2 

59,796 55,788 

It follows from these figures. that the quantities relative to the year 

1978 should be taken as determining the annual basic amount. Having 

regard to the present . overall position concerning the products in 

qUestion the rate of growth applicable to the basic amount may be 

taken as 18 96. 
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.In t'he.~e:~ircumstances1 the volume of the Communit'y·hi~iff q~o~a for 
• J' - • • l' . 

the ' period . from 1 July 1981 to 30 June 1982 should' oe fixed at 

8J,01l he_dolitres of pure alcohol. 
' '" . -

. •, . ,. ' 

' ... ·~ '' 
', ,, ,. 

, 3 •. ·.The Regulcl.~ion provides in the usual way, for 'the splitti~g -up of the 
. " .... ~ 

tiriff volume into two parts, of which the first will be altoca~ed am'ong 
-

·~he' Member States as quota shares and the second will. be kept as a"' 
' ' I "' 

reserve~ .. 
[ ' . ~ 

. Ti;le 'allocation of the first instalment has to be. determined :--by taking. 

into account actual trends on the markets in question, the needs of the 

Member ' States and economic prospects for the period . under 

consideration. 

However, in this case, this principle cannot be applied completely. For, 

during the past three years there were no imports ~in certain Member 

States, and in other Member States they were insignificant. To allocate 

the quotas in question nevertheless, equitably among Member States, it 

appears desirable to provide for a significant share c:>f the quota amount 

for each of the Member States. 

4. It is proposed that the draft regulation of the Coul"dl on the opening, 

allocation and administration of the Community tariff quota outlined 

above be approved (see annex). 

\ 

/'-
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Proposal for a 

COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC) 
I 

opening, allocating and providing for the administration of a 

Community tarif'f quota for rum, arrak and tafia falling within 

subheading 22.09 C I of the Common Customs Tariff and originating in 

the overseas countries and territories. associated with the European 

Economic Community (1981 I 1982). 

THE COUN~IL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 

Having_ regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic 

Community, and-in particular Article 136 thereof, 

Having regard to , Council Decision 80/1186 I EEC of 

1'6 December 1980 on the :"tSsociation of . the overseas countries and 

territories with the Eu1opean Economic Col)1munity (1), and in particular 
Annex IX thereto, -

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission, 

Whereas Annex IX of Decision 80/1'186/EEC provides that rum, 
arrack and tafia shall be im!- 11":' ::1 into the Community 
free of customs duties within the limits of a Community 
tarif(quota; whereas the amwal size of the quota is to 
be fixed on the basis of a basic annual quantity, 
calculated in hcctolitres of pu.r:e alcohol, to which a 
growth rate of 18 % is to be applied, equal to the 
amount of imports during th'- ul.St of the last three years 

, for which statistics are available; whereas this rate may 
be m~dified in the light of certain criteria; whereas the 
quota period lasts from 1 July until 30 June of the 
Jollowing year; ' whereas this Community tariff 

quota should be opened for the period 

1 July 1981 to 30 June 1Y82; 

Whereas Community statistics for the years 1978 to 
1980 show that the highest volume of imports into the 
Communjty of the, products in question originating, in 
the said countries and _territories, namely 70 349 
hectolitres of pure alcohol, occurred in 1978; whereas, 
in the light of consumption and production within the 
Community and of the development of trade bOth 

(1) O.J. N. L 361, 31.12.1980, p • .l 
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- 2 -

within the CommunitY. and between the Community, 
the . countries anJ territories and the ACP States, 
the r;uc of growth for the quota period in question may 
be fixed at I H 'Y..; whcrea~ the Community tariff quota 
fur the pcriuJ 1 July 198~ to 30 June 198'- should 
therefore be fixed at 83 011 hecrolitres of pure alcohol; 

Whcrl"as, .in order to take into account import trends 
(or the products 'oncerned in the various Member 
St.ltl"~. the quota volume should be divided into two 
instalments, the first being shared among the Member 
States and the second constituting a reserve to cover at a 
later date the requirements of Member States which 
have used up their initial quota shares; whereas, ~~ 
order to give importers in each Member State a certam 
degree of se(.-urity, the first instalment of the 
Community quota should, under the present 
circumstances, be fixed ~t !:10 % of the quotcl volume; 

Whereas, taking into account actual trends on the 
markets for the products in ques_tion, the needs of the 
Member States and the economic prospects for the 
period under consideration, the percentage shares in the 
quota volume may be laid down as follows: 

Benelux 0.13 

Denmark 0.20 

Germany 99.04 

Greece 0.08 

France 0.08 

Ireland· 0.26 

Italy o.o~ 

United Kingdom 0.13 

Whereas the Member Statcts' initial shares may be used 
up at different times1 whereas, in order to take this fact 

I. into account and avoid any break in continuity, any 
Member State which has almost used up its initial share 
must draw an additional share from the reserve; 
whereas this must be done by each Member State as and 
when each of its additional shares is almost entirely 
used up, and repeated as many times as the reserve 
allows; whereas the initial and additional shares must 
b~ valid until the end of the quota period; whereas this 
rnerhod of ·administration requires dose cooperation 
between the M~mbcr States and the Commission, and 
the Commission must be in a position to monitor the 
extent to which the quota v0lume has been used up and 
inform the Member States thereof; 
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- 3 ... 

Whe~e3S if, af a given date in the QUOta. period, a I 

considerable quantity is left over in any Member State . 
it is essential tltat that Member State should return ~ 
significant proportion to the reserve to prevent a part of 
the Community quota from~ remaining unused in one · 
~ember State whenil could be used in others;. 

Whereas the development of imports into the 
Community of these products should be recorded and 
imports should accordingly be monitored; 

Whereas, since the Kingdom of Belgium, the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands and the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg are united within and jointly represented 
by the Benelux Economic Union, any measure 
concerning the·administrarion of the share allocated to . 
that economic union may be carried out by any one of 
its members, 

HAS ADOPTED niiS REGULATION: 

Article l 

1. From 1 July 19~0 to 30 June 1981 rum, arrack and 
. tafia falling within subheading 22.09 C I of the 

Common Customs Tariff and originating in tht;, 

countries and territories referred to in Article 1 of Decision 

80/1186/EEC shall be imported free of customs duty into the 

Community withip the limits of a Community tariff quota of 

83 011 hectolitres of pure alcohol~ 

.. , 

2. The rules of origin applicable to the products referred to in paragraph 1 

shall be those set ou~ in Annex II of Decision 80/1186/EEC 
\ 

Article 2 

1. The Community tariff quota referred to in Article 1 shall be divided 

into two instalments. 
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2. A first instalment, amounting to 74 700 hectolitres,shall be shared_ 

'among the Member States ; the respective shares, which subject to 
' . ' 

Article -' shall be valid until 30 June 1982, shall be as follows : 

Benelux 

Denmark 

(hectoli tres of pure alcohol) 
100 

' Germany 

Greece 

France 

Ireland 

Italy 

United Kingdom 

150 

73970 

60 

60 

200 

60 

100 

3. The second instalment of 8 .311 hectolitres shall constitute the reserve. 

Artirlr .1 .. 
'l 

1. If 90 1}~ or murc (I( a M~mher Stare's initial share ;as Y 

hpn·i(i~·,l in Arudr 2 (1.), ur uf thar o;hare minu~ the · 
porlllm fl'lllriU'd tu th,· n:~l'r\'C, wl~t·re Artide '5 . jo; . 

· applic,l, h,,, hl'cn u"·d up, . that M cm her State !>h.all : 
without Jd.1y, hy notifying the Conunis!tion, draw a·; 

· sc~ond !ohare equal to IS % of its initial share, rounded ' 
up where nc~cssary to the next unit, to. the extent \ 

, permitted hy the amounr of the reserve. 

2. 1(, after ih initi:al share lia~ bt'l'll lio;cd up, 90 "'o M 
more of the !>c~·oth.l !>hare ,lmw.n by a Mcmhcr State has 
ht•,·n U'iC\l up, that Mcmht·r State l>hall, in accordance: 
with the wndition\ l.ml duwn in par.aJ:raph 1, dr;tw a : 
third 'h.~rr '''I"·'' to 7-.~ •y,, uf it~ initi;al shart't rmuule,l 
up wlwrr ncu·"·lrY tu till' next unir. , 

.l. If, after its st•conJ share has been used up, 90 % or 
more of the third ~hare dra·wn hy a Member State has 
hct·n U\t·d up, rh.u Mcmhcr St;ttc !>hall, in accordance 
with the same conditions, draw a fourth share equal to 
the thitd. ' 

. . 
This procc~s shall continue lmtil the reserve is used 'Up. 

4. By way of derogation irom paragraphs 1, 2 and J, a, 
Member St.lte may draw !>h.1res smaller than those fixed· 
in tho~c p.u.1gr.1phs if thl·rc is reason to believe that 
they might · not be used up. It ·shall inform the 
Commission of i~ reasons for applying this paragraph. : 

-' .. 
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AdJition.d ~h.ues Jr:twn pursuant to Article 3 shall be 
Yalid until JO Junc·l !IU., 

Articlt' 5 

Tlte Member State~ shall return to the'rcservc, nor later 
than J April 198'-. the unuH·J portion of their injtial 
~oh are which, on J s· March 19-8£. is in excess of 20 "!.. of 
the initial volume. 1bcy may return a larger quantity if 
there are grounds for believing that this quantity may . 
not be used. 

,, 

The Member State\ ~h.tll, nnr l.ttcr than 1 April 191!~ 
notify the Cmnmi~~ion of the total qyanrities of the said • 
goods imported up to 1S March 198). inclusive and i 

.. ' 
, dlllfl'.r•l •'1\•till\t thr Cutlltlttllltl)' •lllot.l, .• wd o( nny_ ·, 
.<JUoiHlllll''l u( the imti11l flll.lt('8 rcturHc:,lto the' re~tc:rvc. • :~ 

. ' 
·J 

Arti.· le iJ 

,111c Cnmmi .... iun lihall kt:<'il .lll •• .:,mmt nt the shares 
"r'·twd hy the Member St.ttc:\ purMiillll to Artidcs 2 and _; 
) :md ,Jt,tll ;A <,Oon il!t it ha' h<'l'll llllltlictl, in(orm C,H'h . , 
·St.tlt' of ilw cxtcJU tu wlud1 tlw u·~<·rn~ h;l!l been UNOO .; 
ur •• 

lt !>h.lll infmm the Mcmha Sr.m·~. 'nut l.twr than 5 April 
· 198). uf the amount in the r<'!>crvc after quJotitic:s have '· 
'.been r,•turned pursuant to Artide 5. . · 

:.The Conuni"ion shall Cll\urc: that the dr.1wing which 
·. ll!iC:S up the: reserve is lityitc,t tu th" bal.m~c available. : 
~and to this end shall spc,•fy the amount thereof to the . 
, Mcmher.State which makelt the J .. ,, dr••wing. 

Artidc -7 

I. llw ~km her St.llc:!l sh.tllt.1kc •]ll'mc.tsurcs nc~·Cllliary .: 
to (.'ll\lltC th.lt ad,Jition,\J ~h.He'i dr,lWil J'IUrSII:lOt tO . 

· Arudc 1, arc npc:nl'd in Mh.:h .1 w.l)' that impc1rts may be : 
· charf~t·tl :without interruption u~.:ain~t th,·ir ac,umulated : 

'hart'!>_of the Community qnut;i. . / ::; 

· 2. 'll~e Member. St;\tcs ~h.1ll. CII\Ure that importers of: 
, the ~>aid products est.tblishcd in tht'ir tl'rritory have free ' 
· a.:cc'!io tu the shares allo.:atcd tt~- thl'm.. · .' ; 

. J. 'llu· cxrc:nt to which a Mentha Swto: has used up its : 
shar<.' shJII be dctermincJ on the hasis·of the imports of.. 
the goods in question entered with the custolllS' 
authorities for free circul:ttion. 

! 

1 
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Article 8 

· 1. In accordance with Artil:le ,.,of Annex IX to Decision 
80/1186/P.EC. the Community \h:lll monitor imrorts of 

the rrodtu."f5 in que~tion originating in the said 
cc~untric.-s and tcrrituric!l, 

2, Mc111her States !>h.tll forwarJ to the Comminion not ' 
later than the 15th day of each month statements. of 

. imports of the products in question effected during the 
preceding monrh; only products c:nter~d at CU!>toms in 
dcdar:uions for free circulation and ~ccompanictl by a 
movement certificate conforming to the rules referred to 
in Article 1 (2) shall be taken into consideration for this : 
purpose. 

], The Commission shall regularly inform rhe Member 
Stiltc., of the extent to which the tariff quota ha:i been 
u~eJ up. 

4, Where necessary, con~ultations may be held at the 
rcquc!>t of a Member Stat'-'-Of on the initiative of the 
Commission. 

·~ 

.. , 
.,· 

The !\1en1bc:r !>rates and the Commi.,!>ion !-hall coop«ate :. 
cJ,)sdy in order to' ensure that this Regulation is: 
·complied with. ' 

Artic-le W 

'lllis Regul.tion ahall entcdnto (or~c on 1 July 1981.· 

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all_ Member States. 

Done at Brussels, 

For the Council 

The President 

'· 
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