
COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
GENERAL SECRETARIAT

PRESS RELEASE

Brussels, 25 September 1998

11287198 (Presse 307)
P 107/98

Declaration by the Presidency on behalf of the European Union

on Turkev

The European Union has noted with regret the ruling of a Turkish Appeals Court

uphold a jail sentence imposed on the Mayor of lstanbul, Mr Tayyip Erdogan,

member of the Facilet (Virtue) Party, by State-Security Court in April 1998'

to
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The European

sentence. lt

pluralism and

politicians for

Union understands that Mr. Erdogan may still seek a review of his

nevertheless expresses concern at the implications for democratic

freedom of expression, which prosecution of democratically elected

non-violent expression of their view is bound to have.

While recognising the independence of Turkish court authorities, the European Unton

underlines the importance it attaches to respect f or human rights by all countries, and

cspecially try those which are concernetl by the Copenhagen criteria.
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