
;ffifiiki,#

Brussels, 22 December l gg8

14387198 (Presse 457)
P. 155/98

DECLARATION BY THE PRESIDENCY
ON BEHALF OF THE EUROPEAN UNTON

ON THE NEGOTIATIONS OF A PROTOCOL TO
THE BIOLOGICAL AND TOXINS WEAPONS CONVENTTON (BTWC)

Recalling its continuous commitment to the ad hoc Group negotiations of a protocol
to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC), which was expressed
through the adoption of its common position of 4 March 199g:

The European Union recalls that the Final Declaration of the Fourth Review Conference
welcomed the decision of the Ad Hoc Group to intensify its work with a view to
completion of a Protocol to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention as soon as
possible before commencement of the Fifth Review Conference of States parties.

ln order to achieve rhis obiective, tho European Union believes that it will be imperative
to have completed all the stages nocessary to ensure that a protocol be opened for
signature prior to the Fifth Review Conference, which is to be held no later than 2001.

The European Union therefore considers that the negotiation on a protocol should
continue to be a high priority for the international community in 1ggg. To this end it
will actively promote the work of the Ad Hoc Group, with a view to achieving
substantive progress by the end of 1 999, so that the Protocol can be adopted by a
Spocial Confcrenco of States partit:s in 2000.

lhe Associated countries of Central and Eastern Europe and the Associated country
Cyprus and lceland and Liechtenstein, EFTA countries members of the European
Economic Area, align themselves with this declaration.
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