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COH}IUiIITY STEEL OUTPUT DOUBLES OVER 15 YEARS; 1965 COAL PRODUCTIOT{ FALLS

UASHINGTON, D. C., January 21, 1966 -- Comnunity steel production in 1965 reached

a record total of 85.9 million metric tons - doubte the level of lg52 (the first
year of the Europeen Coal and Steel Comnunity,s exlstence),

Hotrever, Ccnnrunity coal production decreased 4.6 per cent in 1965 ccrn-

pared to 196l+ due ln part to an increase ln shorter working hours and more

workers leavlng the mines.

Cqnnunity steel production has increased t05 per cent slnce 1952,48 per

cent slnce t958 and 17 per cent since 1961. Overall Ccxmunity productlon was

nearly l+ per cent higher in 1965 than the previous year, tncreases occurred

mainly ln ltaly (30 per cent) and the Netherlands (t7 per cent). Production

was relatlvely stable ln the other member countries.
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In comparison, Unlted States crude steel output was 84.J million metric

tons ln 1952,115.3 million tons in i964, and 119.0 million tons ln 1965.

The 1965 production represents an increase of 40.2 per cent slnce 1952 and

J.2 per cent over last year.

December crude steel productlon in the Ccrnmunity reached 7.OZ million

metric tons. The output was slightly below the 7.06 milllon metric tons re-

corded ln Norember 1965 and hlgher than the December 1964 production of 6.94

million metrlc tons. Although Cornmunity production remained relatively stable

over the last two months of 1965, output dropped by orer 200,000 metric tons

in Germany. Production rose slightly durlng the same period in most other

member countries.
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New orders for steel products placed in the Community totalled J,S5g,OOO

metric tons in December 1965. The amount fell only slightly belo,,r the record

1965 t lgure of 5.6 mill ion metric tons in llarch, Export orders remained high at

1.2 million metric tbns.

Rolled Steel Orders (1000 metric tons)

Community pig-iron production in 1965 rose by 4 per cent to a total of

63-Z nillion metric tons. The increase was particularly marked in ltaly where

new plant facilities contributed to a 56.6 per cent rise.
1965 Coal Production Down

Coal output of 223.8 million metrlc tons in 1965 was

tons below the 1964 level. The cutback was most noticeable

community coal-producing country, Germany, where production

million metric tons. Output dropped l.l niilion metric tons

million metric tons in Belgium,

Comnur-r i tv Coa I Product i on 1965
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Shorter hours caused the loss of about 2.2nillion metric tons during

the year. ln addition, over 20,000 miners left the coal lndustry in the Cqn-

munity, rePresenting a reductlon of nearly 5 per cent compared to 1.4 per cent

in 1964.

Productivity in the Connrunity mines continued to rise in t965 at about

the same rate as the previous year. However, increased productivity was not

sufflcient to offset the rate at which workers left the industry. The smaller

number of miners in the Community coal industry was only one cause of the t965

drop ln coal output. The main factors continued to be lo,,ler demand due to

milder weather, Iarger consumer stocks, and conpetition frcm other energy

sources.
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