Brussels, 13 May 1996

7076/96 (Presse 133)
P. 44/96

Declaration of the European Union on Liberia’s boat people

The European Union expresses its deep concern at the grave humanitarian situation
caused by the ongoing fighting in Monrovia and condemns the violence against the
civilian population and the harassment of aid operations.

While recognizing the enormous efforts already made by neighbouring countries to
assist the hundreds of thousands of existing Liberian refugees, the Council deplores
the fact that the thousands of people crammed in precarious conditions on ships in the
area are still in search of a friendly port. It appeals on humanitarian grounds to the
neighbouring countries to give at least temporary shelter to these victims of the
fighting and affirms its own willingness to give humanitarian aid to cover their most
urgent needs.

The Council calls on all the Liberian factions to stop the fighting immediately and put
the peace process back on track in order to avoid further suffering.

7076/96 (Presse 133 - G) EN



