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DECLARATION BY THE PRESIDENCY ON BEHALF OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 
CONCERNING THE ARUSHA SUMMIT ON 

BURUNDI 

1. Recalling its declaration of 25 June 1996, the European Union congratulates 
President Mkapa on the organization of the Arusha Regional Summit, which 
has produced constructive proposals on the conflict in Burundi. It expresses 
appreciation for the untiring efforts of former President Nyerere and reiterates 
its support for his peace initiative. 

2. The European Union encourages the region's Heads of State and the 
Organization of African Unity to commit themselves resolutely to supporting 
and giving substance to the Arusha recommendations and to contribute to 
the restoration of security in Burundi. 

3. The European Union expects the President and the Prime Minister of Burundi 
to fulfil the undertakings they gave at the Summit to overcome the crisis in 
Burundi and, with the help of the countries of the region, to put an end to 
the violence which is destroying the people of Burundi. 

4. The European Union calls on all the political forces of Burundi to seek a 
political solution and to give a favourable reception to regional initiatives to 
restore peace to their country. It calls the attention of all the parties to the 
conflict in Burundi to the fact that it condemns all forms of violence and that 
it will not recognize a government that has taken power by force of arms. 
Only peace, a peace consolidated at regional level, can guarantee the 
security of all and Jay the foundations for economic and social development. 
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5. The European Union is prepared to support the realization of the Arusha 
objectives with a view to restoring peace and security in Burundi. It 
reiterates its readiness to help Burundi in its economic and social recovery 
when political and security conditions make it possible to begin its 
rehabilitation. 

6. The European Union reiterates the need to convene the Conference on 
Peace, Security and Stability in the Great Lakes Region under the joint aegis 
of the United Nations and the OAU. 
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