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Subject 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL 

Cooperation agreement on a European research and development 

programme in the field of wood as a renewable raw material to 

be concluded between the EEC and Sweden • 

By its decision 82/402/EEC of 17 May 1982, the Council adopted a research 

and development programme (1982 to 1985) in the raw material sector, 

including a sub-programme on wood as a renewable raw material. 

Article 7 of this decision provides for a conclusion of cooperation 

agreements between the Community and Third States, in particular, those 

taking part in European Cooperation in the field of scientific and 

technical research (COST>, with a view to associating them wholly or 

partly with this programme. The Commission has been, pursuant to this 

provision, authorized to negotiate effect. 

As Sweden has expressed its desire to participate in the sub-programme 

on wood as a renewable raw material, the Commission entered into nego­

tiations with this Third State. The negotiations are now completed and 

have culminated in the draft agreement annexed to the attached draft 

Council decision. This agreement lays down that: 

the financial contribution of Sweden to this programme will be 

497,000 ECU for a period extending until 31 December 1985; 

the Advisory Committee on Programme Management for the sub­

programme on wood as a renewable raw material referred to in 

Article 3 of the abovementioned decision will be enlarged to 

include Swedish representatives; 

as far as the shared cost research contracts are concerned, 

Community and Swedish persons or undertakings will be put on 

the same footing. 

The Commission requests the Council to adopt the draft decision attached 

hereto. 
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DRAFT COUNCIL DECISION 

on the conclusion of the Cooperation Agreement between 

the European Economic Community and the Kingdom of Sweden 

on a European research and development programme in the 

field of wood as a renewable raw material 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, 

Having regard to Council Decision 82/402/EEC of 17 May 1982 adopting a 

research and development programme (1982 to 1985) for the European 

Economic Community in the raw material sector including a sub-programme on 

wood as a renewable raw material, and in particular Article 7 (1) thereof, 

Having regard to the draft Decision submitted by the Commission, 

Whereas, pursuant to Article 7 (2) of Decision 82/402/EEC, the Commission 

has negotiated an Agreement with the Kingdom of Sweden in order to associate 

that country with the sub-programme on wood as a renewable raw material; 

Whereas this Agreement should be approved, 

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: 

Article 1 

The Cooperation Agreement between the European Economic Community and the 

Kingdom of Sweden on a European research and development programme in the 

field of wood as a renewable raw material is hereby approved on behalf of 

the Community. 

The text of the Agreement is attached to this Decision. 

(1) OJ No. L 174, 21.6.82 p. 23 

I 
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Article 2 

The President of the Council is hereby authorized to designate the persons 

empowered to sign the Agreement in order to bind the Community. 

Done at Brussels, 

For the Council 

The President 
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DRAFT CO-OPERATION AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY 

AND THE KINGDOM OF SWEDEN ON A 

EUROPEAN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 

IN THE FIELD OF WOOD AS 

A RENEWABLE RAW MATERIAL 

, 
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THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY, hereinafter referred to as 

"the Community" 

and 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF SWEDEN, hereinafter referred to as 

"Sweden", 

WHEREAS a European research programme in the field of wood as a renewable 

raw material is likely to contribute to a more economic use of natural 

resources; 

WHEREAS by its Decision of 17 May 1982, the Council, of the European 

Communities, hereinafter referred to as "the Council", adopted a research 

and development programme (1982 to 1985) in the raw material sector 

including a sub-programme on wood as a renewable material, hereinafter 

referred to as "the Community programme"; 

WHEREAS comprehensive forest and wood research programmes, taking into 

account biological, technological and economic factors, are carried out in 

Sweden, financed by i.a. the Swedish Board for Technical Development, the 

Swedish Council for Forestry and Agricultural Research and the Swedish 

forest industry; 

WHEREAS the Community and Sweden expect to derive mutual benefit from a 

co-ordination of the research and development work which they carry out in 

the field of wood as a renewable raw material; 
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WHEREAS on 18 July 1978 the Council agreed on certain details of 

co~operation within the framework of European co-operation in the 

field of scientific and technical research (COST>, 

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS 

ARTICLE 1 

The Community and Sweden, hereinafter referred to as the "Contracting 

Parties", shall co-operate for a period extending until 31 December 1985, 

in a European research and development programme in the field of wood as 

a renewable raw material <indirect actions and co-ordinated activities>, 

hereinafter referred to as the "European programme", as described in 

Annex A. 

1 
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Article 2 

The financial contribution by the 
Contracting Parties to the implementation ,of the 
European programme shall be 12.497.000 ECU 
to be divided as follows 

-- 1~ million ECU 
from the Community for a four-year period 
beginning on I January 1982 

- ·497 .000 ECU . . . 
from Swt'den for 1he period rcfcrrt>d to m 
Article I. 

The ECU is that de-fined in the Financial Regul.u •. m 
applicahle to the general budget of the European 
Communities and in the financial provisions adopted 
pursuant to that Regulation. 

The rufes governing the financing of this Agreement 
are set out in Annex 8 • 

Article J 

For Swedish persons and undenakings, the terms and 
conditions for the submission and evaluation of 

proposals, as well as for the granting and conclusion 
of shared-cost contracu, shall be the same as those 
applied for Community persons and undertakings. 
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Article 4 

The Commission of the European Communitit:s, 
hereinafter referred to as 'the Commis~ion', shall 
ensure the implt:mentation of tht: indirect actions 
and be responsible for the coordina-· 
tion of the coordinated actions of the 
European programme •. 
The "Adv1sory Commmce of the Community 
Programme, hereinafter referred to as 'the 
Committee', shall be enlar~cd to include rep­
resentatives appointed by Sweden not exceeding three 
in number. 

The tt-rms of rt-ference and the composition of the 
Committt-e are cicr.1kd in accordance with the 
Council rt-solution of t 8 July 1977 on advisory 
<·ommittC('~ on re~carch prngramme management, 

Article 5 

The European programme shall be reviewed at the 
end of1984, this review may· result in. 
S revision Gf the P.rogramme or in a new 
programme in accoraance with the appro­
priate procedures after the Committee 
has been consulted. 

Article 6 

Information resulting from the execution of the 
indirect actions listed in Annex A shall be 
disseminated in accordance with the Council Regu­
lation of 17 September 1974 adopting provisions for 
the dissemination of information relating to research 
programmes for the European Economic Community. 
The rights and obligations of Sweden and Swedish 
persons and undcrt1.kings shall be the same as those 
laid down by the above Rt:gulation for Member 
States and pt'rsons and undt:rtakings which pursue a 
research or produc:tillO activity on the terri:ory of a 
Member State. 
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Article 1 

1. In accordance with a procedure laid down by 
the Commission after having consulted the 
Committee, Sweden and the Member States of the 
Community taking part in coordinated 
activities listed-in Annex A (herein­
after referred to as "the participa­
ting States 11

) and the Community shall· 
regularly exchange all useful infor- . 
mation resulting from thP. execution of 
the research covered by such activities. 
The ·participating··statE's shall provi<Je 
the Commission with all information­
relevant for co-ordination purposes. 
They shall also endeavout to provide 
the Commission with information on simi­
lar research ptanned or carried 

out by other bodies. Any inlormation shall be treated 
aJ confidential if so requested by the participating 

· State whiclt provides it. 

2. The Commission shall prepare annual progress 
reports on the basis of the inforrruuion supplied and 
forward them to the participating States. 

3. At the end of the coordination period the 
Commission, after having consulted the Committee, 
shall forward to the pancnp:ning State~ a 
l"llmprMlt'mive rt"port nn the t•xc·cutinn ~nd JC"\IIhs of 
the l'OordinatC"d :tt tivitit·s. · 

ArticleS 

The Contracting Parties shall consult with each other, 
if one of them so requestS, on any problem arising 
out of the application of this Agreement. 

Article 9 

This Agreement shall apply, on the one hand, to the 
territories in which the Treaty establishing the 
European Economic Community is applied, under the 
conditions laid down in that Treaty, and, on the 
other hand, to the territory of the Kingdom of 
Sweden. 
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Article UJ 

l. As soon as possible after signing this Agreement, 
each of the Contracting Partic:"s shall notify the 
Secretary-General of the Council of the Europc:"an 
Communities of the:" complc:"tion of the procedures 
necessary under its internal provisions for the 
implementation of this Agreement. 

2. Thi~ Agre(•ment ~hall enter into force:" on the 
first day of the month f,,IJ,,wing that in whid1 the:" 
second of the C.ontr.u·ung l'.utit•' forwards the:" 
notification referrt·d to i11 p.ua~;raph I. 

Prior to the entry into 'forl·e of this Agrc:"emc:"nt, 
Sweden may take:" part in the work of the Committee. 

3. Other European States which took 
part in the Ministerial Conference held 
in Brussels on 22 and 23 November 1982 
may be associated under fair and 
equitable conditions with the European 
Programme by separate Agreements with 
the Community. 

The Community shall keep Sweden informed 
of such further Agreements. 

4. The Secretary-General of the Council of the 
European Communities shall notify each of the 
Contracting Parties of the lodging of the notifications 

referred to in paragraph 1 and of the date of 
entry into force of the Agreement. 

Article /I 

Thi~ Agrc:"cment, drawn up in a single original in the 
Danish, Dutch, English, french, German, Greek and 
Italian Janguagt-s, each text being equally autht·ntiL, 
shall bt· deposited in the archives of the General 
Secretariat of the Council of the European 
Communities, which shall transmit a certified copy to 
each of the Contracting Parties. 

l 
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ANNEX A 

Research and Development Programme 

Research Topics 

1. Wood production 

1.1. Selection and improvement of forest reproductive material 

1.2. Improvement of growth (silviculture) 

1.2.1. Treatment of site and stands 

1.2.2. Establishment and management of fibre plantation 

1.2.3. Cultivation and management of trees .outside the forest 

1.3. Prevention of losses 

1.3.1. Protection against 4amage from biotic agents 
1.3.2. Prevention of forest fires 

1.3.3. Protection against damage from other abiotic causes 

1.4. Forest inventory 

2. Wood barvestina, storaae and transport 

2.1. Harvesting of biomass 

2.2. Processing and storage of chips for industrial use 

2.3. Harvesting systems for on-ground extraction 

2.4. Harvesting systems for off-ground extraction 

2.S. Safety and health aspects 

3. Wood as material 

3.1. Study of wood properties 

3.2 Improvement of performance and protection against 
deterioration 

3.3. Development of objective testing methodology 

4. Wood processing without modifiCation of its basic structure 

4 i. Development of manufaCturing processes and products 

4.2. A<.IIK"siv•·s and joints 

4 .l C ••mtru<·ti<>nal use of wood 

4 l.l. M·m· ,.fti,·ic-m use and re-use of wood in temrurary 
W<>rk, 

4.3.2. Gre.lter economy in u-e through imrrovC'd design 

4.3 3. Load duration effects 

S. Processinc of wood and related oceanic materials into fibre products 

S.l. Proc.eu and product development in the: pulp industry 

..... 

S.2. Better use of recycled waste paper, cereal straw and other fibres 

5.3. Improvement of paper and board manufacturing processes 

Wood as a source of chemicals 

6.1. J).-.,·loplll<"nt of pn>re\\C~ to \erurate ··hemi•·ally the main 
""Ill''"" ut' of Ul.ltrn~l~ llllll.<IIHIIg h1:uo-n·llulu~e substances 

b.l. Urolllatlon ,,f lignin, henucellulo~e~ ~nd cellulose 

6.3. Recovery of by -producu from cherr.ac.:al fibre procc:ssing 

Indirect Coordinated 
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ANNEX 8 

FINANCING RULES 

Article 1 

The-se." provisions lay down the financial rules referred to in Article 2 of the Agreement. 

Article 2 

At the beginning of t·ach financial year, the Commission shall send to Sweden a call for 
funds corresponding to its ~hare of the annual costs under the Agreement, cakulated in 
proportion to the maximum amounts laid down in Article 2 of the Agn·c·nwnt. 

This contribution shall be expressed both in ECU and in the currency of Sweden 
the value of the ECU being that defined in the Financial Rcgul:uion 

applirable to tht' gc·ncral budget of the Europt•an Communities and dc·termint·ci <lll rhe 
date of the call fllr funds. 

The total nmtrihuriom ~hall covc·r the travc·l and 'uhsi~tt·nn· cost~ of the· ,Jc·lq~:tl<'\ to tht' 
Committee, in addition to the implementation costs proper. 

Swedt'n ~hall pay its annual contribution 10 tht' cost' under tht· AJtrt•cment .H tht· 
bc·ginning of each yc·u, and hy .~I March at the latest. Any dday in pl} ment 'h.t!l t;•>C 

rise to the payment of inter en by Sweden - at a rate equal to the highest di .count r .ttc 
obtaining in the p:micipating States on the due date. The rate shall be increa~cJ / C · 25 
of a percentage point for each month of delay. The increased rate shall be applicci :o the 
entire period of delay. However, such intt'rest shall be chargeable only if r.1yment is 
made more than three months after the issue of a call for funds by the Commission. 

Article 3 

The funds paid by Sweden shall be credited to the relevant programr.te as budget 
receipts allocated to a heading in the statement of reven..:e of the budget of the 
Commission. 

Article 4 

The provisional timetable for the implementation com. rdt>rreJ to in Antcle 2 of the 
Agreement is appended hereto. 

Artide 5 

The Financial Regulation applicable to the gent·ral budget oi the European Communitie~ 
shall apply to the management of the appropriations. ~ • 

Artidt' 6 

At tht· C'nd of e:wh financial year, a statc·ment of appr••prta'u>n\ foc the Europc·an 
prugrammc ~hall be prepared and transmitted to Swcdc·n f,,r .nf<•rm:tuon. 

• 
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PROPOSED TIMETABLE REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 4 OF ANNEX B 

--- ----
~~ 

1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 TOTAAL ;I 

' 
AC AP AC AP AC AP AC AP ' AC AP AC A:P r 

-· :::.:.hal utiaah •' 
of overall 

' require:aanta t 
- start 

169.500 169.500 255.100 255.100 272.900 272.900 291.600 291.600 - - 989.100 989.100 

I 89.300 89.300 107.600 107.600 114.000 114.000 120.000 120.000 - - 430.900 430.900 ' 
- administrati.a 

opera tine 1.755.200 462.200 6.337.300 1.617.300 2. 193.100 3.113.100 294.400 3.588.400 - 1.799.000 10.580.000 10.580.000 

upenditun 

- contract '· 
1 

fO'fAL 
2.014.000 721.000 6.700.000 1.980.000 2.580.000 3.500.000 706.000 4.000.000 - 1.799.000 12.000.000 12.000.000 

<. Eevised eetiaate ! 
o! expenditure 
U.lting into 
a.:::::o:1."1\ addi UoDal 
requi re:aent s 
arr1nng troa the 
accession ot 
Sveclen 

- natt 169.500 169.500 255.100 255.100 272.900 272.900 291.600 291.600 - - 989.100 989.100 

I 
- ~inia\rative 89.300 89.300 107.600 107.600 114.000 114.000 120.000 120.000 - - 430.900 430.900 

operahng : 

expenchtun 1.839.800 492.100 6.609. 700 1.699.300 2.302.200 3.258.000 325.300 3.754.100 - 1.873.500 11.077.000 11.077.000 
' ' - contracts ' 

2.098.600 
TOr A:. 

750.900 6.972.400 2.062.000 2.689.100 3.644.900 736.900 4.165.700 - 1.873.500 12.497.000 12.497.000 

' 
3. Difference 

between {1) aDCl i 
(2) to be 84.600 29.900 272.400 82.000 109.100 144.900 30.900 165.700 - 74.500 497.000 497.000 
covered b7 
c ~r:t ri butioll 

' troll Sweden 
) 
:.a.: . account cre<hhd 

..~ 
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