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COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

GENERAL SECRETARIAT

PRESS RELEASE

lu:cembourg, 20 jr.me lETg
7583 e/79 (eresse 75) corr. 1 (drirerdk)

CORRTGENDUM

to the press Release
758j/79 (Presse 75) of 1g.vI.1g7g
concerns Srg1ish, ftalian, Danish

ancl German translations only

Ir the press Release issued. after the 5g7th Councilmeeting (Brvironnent) held in lq:cembourg on 19 j,ne 1g7gthe first indent of paragraph 3 on page 9 should read. ..

-"the need, to maintain in the Direetive a system oflinit values (ennex f) and guide values (Arrrex 11)refe*i:rg to the values reconmend.ed by the lrlHo ;,,

Presse J! - G



I

.t

collsvs
Text Box



-2- 19,Vl.79

ftre Gover:rments of the I{einber States and the Cornnission
of the European Communities were represented as follows:

Bs-lgiuqr
Lir Iuc DHOORE iJinister for Health and the

Ervironroent

Derr:ark:
Iir lliel-s I,TATTHIASE!{ Lfinister for cultural Affairs
I[r Holger }AVESEIII State Secretary,

Ilinistry for the Envj-ronnent

freland.:
I,b Sylvester BABREIT i{inister for the Ervironnent

Italy:

Germany:

IIr Gerhardt BAUII

LIr Giinter HARTK0PF

Fra^nce:

IIr .Iichel DrORN.,U{O

Ltr trbangois DEilI.,rtS

LIr Giorgio POSTAI

Fed.eral llinister for the Interior
State Secretary,
trbderal i.Iinistry for the Interior

I.Iinister for the E'nvironnent and.
the $rality of life
State Secretary,
l,iinistry for the E*nviroruaent and.
the Quality of Life

Deputy State Secretary, '
iTinistry for Scientific Research

7583 eh7 (Presse 75) Ltt/xo/pe .../...
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lg=ggEoute:

Ltr Josy BA.R[HE[

Netherlands:

i:Ir I GIN.IAA3'

United Kinsd.om:
--d--

L{r Tom KING

9gsEles'igs:

[Ir Lorenzo NAT.III

1g.vr.7g

I.linister for' the Srvironment

$inister for Health and the
&.viroruaent

I

IJinlster of State,
Department of the Snvironment

Vib-Iresident

7 l,S3 eng (Presse ?5) ltt/xo/vju . r./...
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PRoTECqToN 0F GR0IIND-,,,IATER

Folloning a. tiiscussion
final questions outstand.ing,
Directive on the i:rotection
ca.used. by certain d.angcrous

-4- 1g.vr.79

cluring which it settled the
the Courcil approved. the

of gr.'ci,urdwater against pollution
substances.

lhe aim of this Directive is to protect gr.ou::.d.r,rater
fron pollutlon in the future ancl to eliminate or at least
red.uce cxisting ':ol-'rution by pr hibiting the ciischarge of
certain particularllr dangerous substances into groundwater
ancl by 1a]:1na dorr,rn dritai-lcd. rulos for the d.ischargc of
eertaln other less dangnror-ls substances. Th" Dir:ctive th.ps
eovers botir direct a:.rel inclireet (flltration through the
ground.) discharge of both categories and. also stipulates
the cond.itions which iuust be aet for derogations i-ron the
prohibition as well as the prior investigation procedures
which nust preced,e eny exceptionar authorizatlon to d.ischarge
and the particulars whieh aust be given in such authorizations.

Th.: It{o'nber states, which have two years in vrhich to
bring into force the laws, regulations anc adninistrative

;provlslons necessary to couply with the Directive, will
keep an inventory of all authorizations to diseharge wlrictr
ttrey grant, the rnain provlsi-ons of which will be cornmrlhicated
to the conmission at its request. The cor:rmission unay*also
participate in the prior consurtations between the
I{.^: nber statcs concernecl relating to any discharge into
transfronti er grourd.vlat er.

. 1.y' t. a
i

I

I

7583 cng (Prcese 75) r:-'t/cBB/nh

l"

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box



E5- 1g.Yl.7g

sLmF4CS ilAlIR IIflIHIpED F0? T.HE A]rSTIrJrgtIo]i 0F pRI]IKING l,IATdl

The Cotmcil- recorded. its a.greement on the Direetive on the
uethods of measurement and freqnencies of samp-]-ing and- artal-;rsis

of the para:aeters of the c.uality required- of surface \lra.ter

intend.ed for the abstraction of cl.rinking water in the iiember

States.

This Directive 1a.ys dou,rr reference methods f,rr measuring
the paraineters of Directive 7Z/+qO/gEC eoncei::ning the physical,
cheuical and mierobiological charaeteristics reciuired of surfa.ce

lvater intended for the abstraction of drinking t:a.-ber, and- the
frequency of sanrpling and. analysis of these paraineters. It
al-so sets up a Comlittee fo:' Ac"apta.tion to fechnical and

.scientific Progress so tha.t, rvhere necessary, thc req.uired
amend.n:ents can be mad.e to the reference nethods of measu.rement,

the fimit of d.etection, the accureey and precision of the methods,
ancl the materials recomnencied for lthe container used..

fhe ;iember States have a time limit of tt",o yeers from the
time of notification to brlng into foree the la';is, regulatioirs
and actninistratrve provisions to comply v'ith this Directive.

7583 efig (Presse 75) rlip/css/pe .../...
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HmP\0_CARB0IIS. D.TSCHAP.GED ltI SEll

The Cor"mcil took note of a statenent by I:r I{ATAII,

Vice-President of the Conmission, on the progress of the
Cornmissionls r'Iork on implementation of the action prograrnme

of the truropean Corsrolmities on the control a:td reduction of
pollution caused by hydrocerbons dlscharged at Sea.r'r''ihich

vras set up fotloi''ring the t'Axloco Cadi-z'r d.isasterr

ftris statement d-escribed. the position nith rcgard to the

varicus points of the action programme, relating to

- coflputer processing of Cata on i"Iays of dealing rr,rith marine
poJ-lution by hYd.rocarbons,

. f - ---a J ^1-a - :-^.8-- occess In energencies to reliable infonaation on the features
of tankers and-artificial strrrctures and on infringements
conmitted in tezritorial waters,

- enhancenent of the Co*oFer.atiop and. effectiveness of
emergeney teams,

- possibility of Conmr,rnity participation in the d.esign and.

d.evelopment of clean-uP vessel-sr

- the stud.y of the amend.ments nncl i.mprovenents which SaI' hav-e
to be ma.d.e to the 1egal mles on insursnce agalnst the risks
of aeciclental pollution from hyd-rocarbonst

- the research program:ne r,rithin the fraroevtork of the seconcl
multi-annual researgh and. development prografime on
environmental protection (indireet action),

?583 eng (Fresse ?5) ar*/cnn/iu .../...
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The statement also laid emphasis on certain priority
subjects, such as:

technologies for co]lectlng and dispersing hydrocarbonsg

* the behaviour and subsequent history of lryd.rocarbons at sea
arid the exa;nina"tion of the effects of cheuical dispersants;

, - the effects of h;'6rqcarbons o:r marine flora and far.ma,
, including exploltable resources sueh as fish.

In conclusion the Commission indicated. that it wou1d. be

, submitting specific proposals in the next felv months on the
' various points containecL in its statement.

Spealcing on behaLf of the members of the Cor.mcil, the
Hresident stressed the importance which the Cotmcil attached to
work in this area.

?583 eng (Iresse ?5) itVcnn/pe .n./rr.
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IHE OUAI,IEY OF SHELIFISII T/ATERS

Ihe Council recorclect' its agreement on the Directive on

the quallty reqlrirecl of shellfish vraters. fhis Dtreetive
forus part of the enyironmsrtal action programnes which

provide for the setting of quality objectivee for clifferent
uses .of fresh and salt rvater, a.nd follor'is on from the
d.ireetives a1tread.y adopted. concer:eing the quality of surface
yrater intend.ed. for the abstraction of drinking rater, the
qqallty of bathing vater an'I the quality of fresh t'saters

suitable for fish life.

['he pu:ryose of this Directive is both to bring about axl

inerease in shetlfish numbers tmder favor.rrable cond.itions and.

to help ensure that shellfish gerthered in these v'raters and

intended for hrxran coesrnrption are of a trigh stand.ard.. ft is
d.esigned to protect or indeed.improve the uraters in question

by ensuring complianee with various binding values and gutde

val-ues for a number of paraneters indicatett in the Annex to
the Directive. It also lays d.ov'm. a proeeclure for providing

the Comission rvith info:mation relating- to' waters desigrrated

by the l..Iember States.

7553 ang (Presse ?5) hipr/cBB/vib ,../...
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SUIPHI]R Df,0)IIDE At[D SUSP;]]IPIi=? PAP#ICUT,AIE I:AfTIf,t

The Cou:reil he1cl a d-ete.i1ed exchange of vrews on the

. proposa"l for a Directi''re coneerning hee.lth proteetion
standa.rds for si-rlphur dioxid.e and suspend'ed par-biculate

- roatter in urban atmosphcrGsl t,..'hich is the first ma;or
Directive cn the pro'oection of the atmosphcre.

' At the end of its exchange of vievrs the Cor.rncj-I, taking
into account the agreenrent on the general substance of the
d,raft Directive, instnrcted. the Petaanent Representati.ves
Committee tb study the possibility of impleraenting a para1lel"
approach v.'hich Coes no'u give rise to cl.iscriurinatory provisions

i,, and to report back to it a.t its next meeting.

The study bJ' the Pe::ma:r-ent Representatilres Committee rrril1
take into a.ccount:

the need to maintain in the Directive a. systero of linit
., ve.lues (-t:rne:l I) e::d. gtuide values (an:eex ff) inspired- by

.. ,: the values recomrnended by the iitlO;

- the interd.epend.ence of sul-phur dioxid.e coneentrations aurd.
suspend ecl particufate matter.

7583 eng (rresse 75) ttl/css/vib .r"/...
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p{4ssIFrcATION. PACKAGU{G ANp, LABEffiING oq_pANcE3offit SUBEITANCIES

The Council approved the Directive amending for the sixth
tine the Directive of 27 June 1967 on the approxination of the
laws of the L,lember States relating to the classification,
packaging and labelLing of dangerous substances.

ltris Directlvel which is extremely importemt both for the
protection of rna.:r and the envi.rormoent and for the Hropean
ehemical industry, makes it possible to introduce at Commmity

leveI ha^maonized. control of the placing on the narket of new

ehemieal substances, which, owing to the expansion of the
lndustry, a.re constantly increasing in number and constitnrte
a potentiaL risk to man and the envirorunent.

In their fgture legislation llember States will .conply
with the Community nrles, which vrill also provide an essential
basis for the Communityrs cormon position in the negotiations
cu:rently being conclucted with the unitbd States concer:ring the

Eoxic Substances Control- Act (fOSCl).

lhe Directive will be fomalLy adopted in the next few

weeks after Iega1 finalization of the text.

?583 eng (rresse ?5) hLp/Ko/pe .r./.r,
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OfiIER DECISIONS

The Couneil adopted in the official languages of the
Coumr.mlties the Directive on consuuler protection in the
ind.ication of the prices of food.stuffs and the Resolutlon
on the ind.ication of the prices of foodstuffs and non-food
householcl products pre-packaged in pre-estabLished. quentities.

EE9:9Eeess-Sssssiell ge

fhe Couneil adopted in the official languages of the
Coumunities the Regulation extending r"m.tiI 31 December 19BO

the special provisions applicable to the importation lnto the
Comnwrity from Greeoe of good.s coverecl by Regulation
(EEc) No 1059/69 (processed a8ricultural products).

?583 e/79 (Presse 75) tat/xo/pe
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Bruxe[[es, Le 18 juin 1979
NOTE BIO(79) 199 AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX
CC. AUX MEMBRES DU GROUPE

llltlrlltrttttrtttrtlrrlllllltllllllllll 13s
PREPARATION CONSEIL 'ENVIRONNEIiIENT 

I (G. CHEVALLARD)

G1"^-s1T[-q-ui-s'ouv-ri;;;*il-i-io h. i Luxembourg, se presente avec un ordre du jour
d'apparence technique, mais masquant des probtdmes importants pour t'am6[ioration de
['environnement dans [a Communaut6.

II sragit en effet, draccomptir des progres ul,t6rieurs dans [e domaine de La protection
des eaux et de faire te pre,rnier pas poui Lradoption drune riglementation communautaire
en matiere de protection de trair. Le Consei[ ,levra se prononcer sur un certain nombre
de projets de directives et Iron peut srattendre A ce que tes derniers points en suspens
sur [a ptupart drentte eux soient 169l,6s par les ministres.

1r. protection des eaux souterraines
F---

i"aa" directive srinspire du dispositif ddji pr6vu dans [a directive-cadre 761464,' concernant La poLtution des eaux. La protection des eaux souterraineslltt oevieni
n6cessaire, compte tenu de trimportance de [a quaLit6 de ces eaux dans ['approvision-+

, nement hydrique de La Ccrnmunaut6. Le seul point encore en suspens concerne [a [iste
des substances pouvant Stre d6charg6es moyennant une autorisation des autorites natio-
nates dans tes eaux souterraines.

2. QuaLit6 des eaux conchyticotes
Cette directive fait suite aux directives d6ji en p.Lace concernant
[a quaLite des eaux potables, de batn6ation et piscicoLes.
EtIe do'it permettre un meitLeur d6veloppement des poputations conchyLicoLes.
Seu[ point A 169ler: certains param6tres concernant des substances 6 admettre dans
cette quaLit6 dreau.

Protect i on cont re [a po [ lut i on pa r ]-trn!,V!. i O. s, t trre*
II sragit drune directive importante qui est sur Lb tabLe du Censeit depuis 3 ans.
La perspective drune utitisation accrue du charbon dans ta Communaut6, donne une
actuaIite particuIi6re i cette directive qui vise i fixer des niveaux de poLtution
A ne pas depasser sur Ifensembte du territoire de La Communaut6. Les difficuttes
6 [radoption de cette directircviennent de ta,B.F.A., gui nra pas dt6 en mesure
jusqutici draccepter'notamment certaines va Ieurs fixant les niveaux de poLtution
A ne pas d6passer. r

t{ethodes de mesu,re et f r6quence des 6chanti[[onnages
II sragit d'une directive horizontate visant A 6tabLir pour Irensemb[e de ta rlgLe-
mentation concernant Ies eaux, des m6thodes homogdnes d'6chantittonage et de mesure
des paramflpss. Le seul point en suspens: [a nature juridique (directive ou recom-
m;rndation) du texte i adopter par te Consei[.
Etat.d-rapptication.du programme draction sur ta r6duction de ta pol.l.ution caus6e oartFdAv .
L'6tat des travaux en ta mati6re.
S ubplla n s elda ngg,r eu. €
Le Conseit est saisi drun projet de directive retatif A.ta ctassification, IrembatLage
et Iretiquetage des substances dangereuses. Cette directive qui introduit Ie principe
que toute substance nouvette doit Btre notifiee aux Etats-Membres et faire L'objet
d'essais pr6alabtes par [e fabricant, est directement Ii6e aux n6gociations en cours
avec trAdministration am6riqaine sur La mise en oeuvre du "Toxic Substances ControI
Act". La Commission srefforce en effet de convaincre Les Am6ricains draccepter [e
principe de [a reconnaissance des substances dangereuses par [es Autorit6s communau-
taires. Seu[ point a 169Ler: [a procddure des notifications des-substances en.

3.

4.

5.

6.

provenance des pays-tiers,
Amiti6s. E. Perlot.

\
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BRuxELLES 26.6.79

NorE B I o (tg) 199 (SUlrE 1
C.C,AIJX MEI,IBRES DU GR0UPETAUX

REF. NR. 73L23 COU

ET ,F I N) AUX BUREAUX NAT IONAUX
ASSISTANTS DG 1 ET VIII
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c0 N s E I L E N V I R0 N N EM E NT (CHEVALLARD)

LE CONSE IL A EU UNE S'ESS ION TRES FRUCTUEUSE QU I S'EST TERM I NEE

A 20 H. DES RESULTATS IMPORTANTS OItT ETE OBTENUSSUR TOUS LES
DOSSIERS A L'EXAMEN.

1.
LA DIRECTIVE
SOUTERRAI NES

SUR LE REJET DES SIJtsSTANCES DANGEI(EUSES DANS LES EAUX
A ETE ADOPTEE.
LE CONSEIL A OPTE POUR UN SYSTEME PLUS HESTRICTIF

EN CE QUI CONCEIit'lE LE REJET DES SUBSTANCES M0 INS NOCIVES. LE REJET
DE CES SUBSTANCES EST SOUM IS A DES AUTOR ISAT ICNS NAT IOI'IALES A

OCTROYER DE FACON LII'lITATIVE APITES ENQUETE ET SOUS CONTROLE DE LA
coMi"i lss l0N.
2.
LA DIRECTIVE SUR LA QUALITE DES EAUX CONCHYLICOLES A ETE ADOPTEE.

3.
IDEM POUR LA DIRECTIVE SUR
ECHANTILLONAGES DES EAUX

LES METHODES ET LES FREQUENCES DES

ALIMENTAIRES.
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LES PR I NC I PES DE LA
ET LES POUSSIERES.

4.
UN ACCORD S'EST DESSINE SUR LA STRUCTURE ET
DI RECT I VE CONCERNANT L ' ANH YDR I DE SULFUREUX
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LE CO R E PE R EST CHARGEDEPOURSUIVRELESTRAVAUX ENLAMATIERE
ETANT ACQUIS QUE LA DIRECTIVE S'ARTICULERA EII UI.I SVSrErqr Oi VNLTURS'
lI lM ITES ET DE vALEURS GU IDES A I sANT nErEniucE nux 

- 
vlr-Euns nEcol,r-

MANDEES PAR L' O M S.
CES VALEURS CONCERNENT LES-CONCENTRATIONS ADMISSIBLES DE SO2 ' :

ET DE PART ICULES EN SUSPENSION PRESEruTCS-DANS-';AiR.- -' YVE 
,tr

)t

!r NAfALI A PRESENTE UN RAPPORT SUR LA MISE EN OEUVRE DU PROGRAMME-""D'ACTloN EN MATIERE DE c0NTRoLE ET DE REDUaTiou-oE La poLLUilor,r Fan

MMISSION A CONCLU LES CONTRATS
i:: 1:l;'i",:'.

NAUX SERO NT CO NVOQ UES PAR L I[iI. .: :
PROPOS IT IONS CONCRETES SERONT'.
AVANT LA FIN DE LTANNEE. "i:,i, ..
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