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Introduction -

Communication from the Commission to the Council

v

New information technologies : First Commission report

F0110w1ng ‘the communlcatxon from the Comm1331on to the European Counc11 in

Dublin on a. Community response to the challenge of the new 1nformat10n

’technologles (1), the final communlque took note of the Commlsslon recommen-

dations and 1nv1ted the Council of Ministers (Forelgn Affalrs— to study a

common strategy on the subJect.,

’

To help ‘evolve this. strategy, the Comm1351on w111 from time to: tlme\refer to

. the Counc11 measures that it deems approprlate, 1nc1ud1ng budget measures

.- where necessary

.

This Communication from the Commission is therefore an. initial report on

“its aétivities“concerning the new information technologies, Its purpose is :

(a)

(b)

to suggest a general approach for “the 1mp1ementat10n of 1ts

recommendatlons, ' T “ : , oo

to report on the present status of the work and to describe the broad
lines of the action which the Commission intends to take later which-
can only be fully effectlve if there is close cooperat1on between the

Member States and the Comm1s31on,

(1)

European soc1ety faced with the challenge of new 1nformat1on technologies
a. Community response - COM(79) 650 f1na1 of - 23 November 1979.



(c) to submit to the Council initial proposals, regarded as meriting

\

priority, on the development of microelectronic technology in the

Community and the steps.to be taken in the telecommunications sector (2);

'

General approach suggested b& the Commission for implementation. of its

recommendations

The Comm1531on considers that 1t would not be approprlate to adopt a
p1ecemea1 approach whereby the Communlty framework would be selected
whenever it was feasible from the political or techn;;al angle; such
a approach would waste unnecéssary time in a fiéld wheré thé.pace of

‘development is extremely fast..

It recommends the adoption of an overall Community strétegy which does

not involve a centrally administered common policy automatically provided

- with its own financial arrangements, but is aimed at dynamic integration

at operationel level of projecté conducted by several partners <
companies, national governments and Community institutions.:

It accords great importance to the fundamental concept of the sharing of
responsibilities, the only way to ensure that Community action is effec-

tive.

The Community's role will be firstly to ensure that full advantage is

taken of the Community-wide 'scale :

- by ensuring appropriate applicatgon of the competition rules in ..

the EEC Treaty,

(2) First proposals for .Community actions in the field of microelectronics



- by‘concertlng publlc procurement p011c1es, i' o S
-~ by promoting cross—frontier progects by undertaklngs, not .
necessarlly 1nvolv1ng all the undertaklngs in the sector .or all.

the Member States.

Secondly, the Communlty 1nst1tut10ns w111 be used 'as a staging post and -
where approprlate a startlng poxnt for act1v1t1es, 1nc1ud1ng 1eg1slat1ve
action, intended to create a cl1mate of confldence and to encourage

actlvely the change nece351tated by the development of the new. 1nfor- :

‘mation technologies.

Lines of action

Broadly Speaking,-theSe'are based on proposals in the}docnmentrr

‘COM(79) 650 final mentloned earller.

They have three main aims. _

- Measures intended to help society in general and the two sides of
industry inlparticnlar to'master the new technologies and adapt to
,their_use.‘ The varions-asoectS'include information, education

training and retraining.

?_Establlshment of a . uniform market for these new technologles throughout
the Communlty, calllng in partlcular for coordlnated stages in the
promotlon of common standards and 1nterfaces and the opening up of

access to public contracts.
- Projects intended both to promote new markets for these technologies
and to strengthen the corresponding industrial capacity. ‘
In thlS programme a distinction has been drawn between lmmedlate measures

and those calllng for advance preparations, which W111 be 1mp1emented

"only after the first: year of act1v1ty Each of the general 11nes of

action set out above will now be examined, with detalls of the act1v1t1es

whlch,the Comm1531on regards as;hav1ng priority.



Projects to prepare society for innovation

As far as consultatlons Wlth ‘the two sides of 1ndustry are concerned,

the Commission has. completed a paper on the 1mpact of microelectronics

_on employment (3).wh1ch has been discussed in the Standing Committee

on Emﬁloyment.

With a view to estehlishing a European pool of studies and information,
an interdepartmental working party has been set up to collect in the
first instance information available in the departments and to share out
the tasks of data collection, analysis and liaison. This organization
'will be of use onl& if governments and public authorities in the Member
'States‘cooperate with it and at a later stage call upon its services.
With regard to specialized training, the Commission is continuing to
give its support to short advanced training courses in- computer'science
and seminars to prepare educat10na1 spec1allsts for work 1n 1ndustr1a1

1

etralnlng programmes, °

Concerning future developments, the Commission has given priority to
a group of prOJects on information, education and vocatlonal training,

whlch will be def1ned W1th1n the next year.

~

Establlshment of a. homogeneous market

.One of the progects given priority deals w1th the harmonlzatlon of future

d1g1ta1 telecommunications networks and the opening up of access to

contracts.

The Communication from the Commissién contalnlng recommendatlons on
telecommunications relates to :
- the 1mp1ementat10n‘of harmonization in the field of telecommunications,

-1

(3). Employment and the~new'micrOeléetronic,techhblogy

COM(80) 16 final of 16 February 1980.



: ¢

- the establishment of a Community market for the new "telematic"
tetminals, ‘ l.,

=~ an 1n1t1a1 stage in the opening up of access to public procurement
contracts for telecommunlcatlons.-

4.2, Wlth regard to computers, ‘an actlon for the development of standardlzatlon

1s under way as part of the mult1annua1 data processing programme decxded on,-

by the -Council (4). The: contlnuatlon of the project déepends on whether the -

Comm1531on is able to take on the temporary staff whlch it had requested
. to manage this programme, and which it has not yet been authorlzed to

recruit.

" 5. Creatlon of new markets and 1ndustr1a1 capac1ty

5. 1. Plans for exploltatlon of the enlarged 1nformatlon market are 1ncluded

~+in the third plan of action on sc1ent1f1c and technical 1nformat10n and
documentatlon, whlch env1sages the use of modern information proce551ng
technlques and the1r extension te economic and. social information.. ThlS

" third plan is’ now under discussion in.the’ CIDST (5) and a- proposal for

a Counc1l Decision is likely as soon as the’ CIDST has dellvered its

opinion and the necessary consultatlons have been held (European Parllement,

CREST - (6), Economlc and Soc1a1 Commlttee), probablv in the autumn.

5.2. Projects in support.cf computer applications, softwatre and the development f

of pilot projects,'included’in thermultiannual‘data processing programime

referred to above, also- depend on the avallablllty of staff for the

programme. N ) o L g

5. 3 Microelectronic technology 1s regarded as the most- urgent f1e1d

In response to the Council Resolution of Jl September (7), the Commlss1on

“has’ prepared a proposal for a Counc11 Regulatlon which lS set out in:

" (&) Decision 79/783/EEC of 11 September 1979.. 0J N° L 231.

(5) CIDST : Committee for Sc1ent1f1c and Technlcal Informat1on and
Documentation . :

(6) CREST : Scientific and Technical. Reseaxch Commlttee.

(7) Council Resolution of 11 September 1979 on a Community action promoting.
microelectronic technology ‘= oJ N .G 231 of 13 September 1979.



5.4.

4

its Communication on first proposals for Community actions in the field

of microelectronics.

- The aim is to provide Community industry with the resources needed to

~acquire and master, by the mlddle of the decade, the general capacity

to design, manufacture and use integrated circuits of a technology suff1~

.ciently advanced to be competitive with the products of Amerlcan and

,Japanese 1ndustry

In substarce, the proposal outlines arrangements for :
- coordination of national support policies

- aid for the collaborative development by users and equlpment manufacturers

.

of prototypes of hlghly specialized’ 1ndustr1a1 equipment; o

--a research and development programme concernlng computer—alded de31gn

.and testlng methods;-

"~ supporting conditions concerning the training of highly—specialized

technicians .and executives and the dissemination of information on

< products.-

The Commission attaches particular importance to the project for an

information system between the Community institutions and the Governments

of the Member States. A system of this-kind, which will promote and

improve the:eﬁfiéiency,of exchanges of information between these authori-
ties by,using the most advanced resources of integrated.digital network
teChnologies, will serve as a .substantial iheehtive for industry, for

the developmernt of these networks and for the definition of data exchange

standards.

To ensure maximum efficiency in the definition of ‘the project, which

-will take several years of -wotrk to implement, the Commission is seeking

the cooperation of the Member States in carrying out the essential

premiminary work, i.e. the éevaluation of trequirements.: Its own staff



" Use of Community resources

-7 -
S A'_' . ¢
has made a start on. this work and three stages are planned prior to

final implementation t initial project: definition. design studies anci

,developments to be carried out’ from the aspects of the - evaluatlon of

requlrements, technical and economic fea51b111ty and the definition of

standards.

The Comm1331on, whlch in its initial proposals is anxious to resort as
11tt1e as- pOSSlble to the Communlty\s budget resources, 1s plannlng to
call on existing f1nanc1a1 1nstruments to; contrlbute a’ maximum to the
development of 1nfrastructures to support the new technologles, 1nclu—

ding telecommunications and in partlcular their space segments. It is

'contlnulng its examlnatlon of the sxtuatlon and of su1tab1e measures at

Community level.





