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SYMPOSIUM ON
CONSTRUCTION AND GROWTH

The Economic and Social Committee organised the first Sympo-
sium on Construction and Growth which was held in Brussels on 11 and
12 September at the Committee’s headquarters. The speakers pointed
out the decisive role which the building industry can play in reviving
growth in the Community and called for Community action in this field.

Some 200 participants (members of the ESC, Commission delegates
and representatives of the main European and national organizations
connected with construction) held a wide-ranging debate in which, after
an analysis of the situation in the building industry, they agreed on three
objectives designed to enable this sector (a) to regain its role as an impe-
tus to economic growth, (b) to face international competition on an
equal footing with non-EEC countries and (c) to ensure that products
circulated freely on the basis of uniform standards.

Symposium on Construction and Growth. From right to left : Mr. Pe-
huet, European International Construction Federation; Mr. Verdiani,
Commission Director; Mr. Vanni, ESC Chairman; Mr. Louet, ESC Se-
cretary General; Mr. van Campen, Chairman of the Industry Section;
Mr. Evain, Rapporteur.




Different speakers deplored the stop and go policy of the Member
States which had led to a falling off of public spending on construction
projects. The result had been a slow-down in public housing construc-
tion, an increase in unemployment coupled with a shortage of the skilled
workers indispensable to this type of work, and a further handicap to
firms making it even more difficult for them to adjust to structural
changes.

Because of the important snowball effect of the building industry on
the economy as a whole, this situation could not be allowed to continue.
A Community initiative was needed. While respecting national preroga-
tives, the European Community must encourage the public authorities to
implement medium-term policies in this field. This would contribute to
balanced economic growth in Europe.

The problems were so varied that preliminary discussions must be
held between all those concerned, at all levels (employers and workers,
local authorities, Member States and Community), on the content, form
and scale of any European policy for the building industry.

While financing was still basically national, there was a strong call
at the symposium for intervention by Community financial instruments.

To assist exports, the European Community might, among other
things, help firms to face up to international competition and co-
ordinate their activities better.

The Community market had to be enlarged by removing technical
barriers, bringing in rules concerning safety, saving energy, etc.

Particular attention was paid to the renovation of existing housing,
which had to be carried out in accordance with the wishes of the inhabi-
tants. Responsibility and work should be shared between local, national
and Community authorities.

The Community had to do what it could to get local authorities
equipped with adequate financial and legal instruments (financing, basic
standards...).

Finally, while components for open industrialization, which seemed
to have a great future, were often made using different technologies, the
different speakers considered that they should be made easy to assemble
so that building would be made easier. It would be a very good idea
too if an effective code of standards and minimum building specifica-
tions were prepared at Community level and Mr. Davignon, Member of
the Commission, in particular stressed the need for performance
standards.
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1815t PLENARY SESSION

The 181st Plenary Session of the Economic and Social Committee
was held in Brussels on 24/25 September 1980. The Committee Chair-
man, Mr. R. VANNI, presided.

The guest speaker was Mr. Francis Blanchard, ILO Director-
General.

SUMMARY OF MR. BLANCHARD’S SPEECH

Mr. BLANCHARD told the Committee that he looked forward to
closer cooperation between the 1LO and the Community institutions in
various specific areas of social and labour policy.

Taking a bird’s eye view of North-South development problems,
Mr. BLANCHARD stated that new national and international policies

From right to left : Mr. Francis Blanchard, ILO Director-General, Mr.
Raffaele Vanni, ESC President and Mr. Roger Louet, ESC Secretary-
General.




should be applied to what was, in many respects, a new economic and
social situation.-

Stressing the employment benefits of any expansion in trade, Mr.
BLANCHARD stated that the ILO was concerned with adjustment pro-
blems and export promotion policies which were so essential to job crea-
tion in many countries.

Mr. BLANCHARD reviewed the areas in which its on-the-spot ex-
perience would enable the ILO to cooperate more closely with the Com-
munity.

In the areas of job promotion and development training, there was
considerable scope for closer cooperation between the programmes im-
plemented under Lomé II and those involving the ILO and the Turin
Centre.

Mr. BLANCHARD referred to the recent campaign at the UN
conference on development to have social objectives incorporated in eco-
nomic strategy. Despite the conference’s failure on the transfer of re-
sources and energy, he had been struck by the similarity of the EEC and
the UN approach to this issue.

He congratulated the Committee on its recent Opinions on the so-
cial situation and international working standards. The Committee re-
commended the negociation of a social pact and the observance of
minimum standards as pre-requisites for granting preferences or trade
concessions to certain less-developed countries.

Mr. BLANCHARD then turned to the ILO’s role in technical co-
operation, the budget at its disposal and the tasks incumbent on it. These
included vocational training, workers’ education, training of trade union
and trade association leaders. Contrary to earlier expectations, such trai-
ning would increase in the future and the cooperation of both sides of
EEC industry was essential. Mr. BLANCHARD particularly welcomed
the contribution to the meetings held under the auspices of the joint
ACP-EEC Assembly.

During a lively discussion, Mr. BLANCHARD also referred to the
steps which he and the ILO had taken to guarantee trade union rights
and to protect union members in countries where trade unionism and
trade unionists themselves had come under attack.



Adoption_of Opinions

1. PROTECTION OF WORKERS AGAINST LEAD

« Proposal for a Coundil Dircaive on e Protection of Workers from
Harmful Exposure 1o Metallic Lead and ity lonic Compounds at Work

Gist of the Commission_Proposal

This proposal is based on the Council Resolution of 29 June 1978
on an Action Programme of the European Communities on Safety and
Health at Work and on the Council Directive on the Protection of Wor-
kers from Harmtul Exposure to chemical, physical and biological agents
at Work which provides for an Individual Directive on lead and its com-
pounds. It is one of the measures that will increase the protection of
workers against occupational rishs due to lead and its ionic compounds
by improving the means and conditions of work. knowledge and human
attitudes. Around one million workers will be affected in the European
Community by this Ditective.

One of the general objectives of the Action Programme on Safety
and Health at Wark is that exposure to occupational rishs must be kept
as low as possible. To monitor mere effectively the application of pre-
ventive measures. suncillance of health and working conditions must he
intensified. notably in line with the cxigencies of occupational medicine,
hygicne and safety appropriate to present day conditions.

This action programme provides for the establishment for lead and
its ionic compounds of exposure limits, limit values for human biological
indicators. sampling requirements and measuring methods, and satisfac-
tory conditions of hygiene at the workplace. It provides further for spe-
cial attention to be given to monitoring of exposure of female workers
and especially’ of expectant mothers.

Lead is among the toxic agents for which regulations regarding oc-
cupational exposure have existed for the longest time in most Member
States. These regulations cover a number of industrial circumstances
and include in certain cases both ambient exposure limits and biological
limit values. There are considerable disparities between Member States
with respect to the extent of the coverage and also with respect to the
significance which is attached to the ambient exposure limits and the
biological limit values.

The Commission has taken account of all the above considerations
in drawing up the proposal which is based on Article 100 of the EEC
Treaty.



Gist of the Opinion (*)

The Feonomic ind Social Committee would hike to see a reduction
in the rishs run by workers as a result of harmiul exposure to metallic
lead. and it strongly urges the Community to give priority in this ficld to
worher protection measures,

In its Opinton, adopted with &0 votes in favour, 1 against and 20
abstentions. the Committee states that priority should be given to techni-
cal prevention measures. Individual worker protection should only come
into 1ts own where technical prevention measures do not afford adequate
protection.

In the Committed’s view, the object of technical prevention must be
1o teduce the rishs to such an extent as to obviate the need for inequality
ol treatment as between men and women. Pending this, the Committee
agrees that special protection measutes should be taken for women of
child-bearing age.

The Committee urges that, belore afy harmonization of protection
rules takes place, measurement methods and procedures should be stan-
dardized in the Community.

In the interest of workers, imit values (lead in the air and in the
human bady) should be fowered  But. in view of the technical and finan-
cial ditticulties that this will imevitably canse industiy, i gradual plan for
teducing limut values should be drawn up and adhered to which will
enable industry to adapt. The Commuttee is conscious ol the ramilica-
tions s regards the abilinn of Community liims 1o compete and consi-
ders that il countties should ratify the conventions and respect the
standards kud down by the international institutions, including the 11.0.
Such an attitude on the part of governments would reduee distortions
of competition between Community and non-Community industry and
would Hmit the danger of Community lirms atlected by these rules emi-
grating to non-EFC countries.

More generally, the Committee also trusts that consideration will be
given to emvironment protection, since the constant accumulation of lead
has adverse effects on people. ctops and lvestock exposed to lead in the
neighbourhood of certain industrial plant.

Ihis Opinion was based on work prepared by the Section for Social

Alfairs under the chairmanship of Mr. Houthuys Belgium Wor-
kers. The Rapporteur was Mr. Blasig - - Germany - Fmployers.

Doc. CFS &84 80



2. SUPPORT FOR TRANSPORT
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJETCS

Amendment to the Proposal for a Council Regulation on support for
projects of Community interest in transport infrastructure

Gist of the Commission’s proposal

On 5 July 1976 the Commission submitted to the Council a Draft
Regulation on Support for Projects of Community Interest in Transport
Infrastructure. The Committee delivered an Opinion on this proposal on
15 December 1976.

In the intervening time the proposal has remained on the table at
the Council. The Commission did, however, accept a number of amend-
ments called for by the European Parliament and the Economic and
Social Committee and has issued them in the form of a Draft Amend-
ment.

The present proposed amendments are designed to make provision
in the Regulation for financial aid for transport infrastructures in non-
member countries which are important for communications between the
EC Member States, including Greece, if the countries concerned are faced
with financial difficulties in carrying out these projects.

Gist of the Opinion (*)

The Economic and Social Committee adopted its Op(inion by a large
majority, with 10 votes against and 4 abstentions.

It supports the proposed amendments but questions how the Commu-
nity authorities can determine, on an objective basis, « whether financial
difficulties may hinder these non-Member countries in carrymg out im-
provements » The Committee is afraid that EC aid, which is designed to
play a compleméntary role, may become the rule. Every effort should
therefore be made to prevent this happening where possible.

This Opinion was based on material prepared by the Section for
Transport and Communications under the chairmanship of Mrs. Weber
— Germany — Workers. The Rapporteur was Mr. Kenna — Ireland —
Employers.

(*) Doc. CES 875/80


collsvs
Text Box


3. REGIONAL STATISTICS — CARRIAGE OF
GOODS BY RAIL AND INLAND WATERWAY

Draft Council Directives on Statistical Returns in respect of carriage of
goods by inland waterway as part of regional statistics; statistical returns
in respect of carriage of goods by rail as part of regional statistics.

Gist_of the Commission document

The draft Directives are designed to enable the Commission to com-
pile uniform statistics on the carriage of goods by rail and inland water-
way in the Member States.

Gist of the Opinion (*)

In a unanimous Opinion, the Committee endorses these proposals.

It does, however, wonder who will have to bear the additional costs.
Generally speaking, the railways and inland waterway operators in the
Community are in financial difficulties at the moment, which casts a
question mark over their ability to bear any additional burdens.

There is also the basic question of whether there is a real need for all
the statistical data and their breakdown.

This Opinion was based on material prepared by the Section for
Transport and Communications under the chairmanship of Mrs. Weber
— Germany — Workers. The Rapporteur was Mr. Doble — United
Kingdom — Various Interests.

4. HEAT GENERATORS

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 781170/ EEC on
the performance of heat generators for space heating and the production
of hot water in new or existing non-industrial buildings and on the insu-
lation of heat and domestic hot-water distribution in new non-industrial
buildings.

Gist of the Proposal

This proposal amends an earlier Directive (78/ 170/ EEC) which laid
down certain standards for heat generators. The original proposal was
concerned with heat generators suitable for type testing during manufac-
ture : the.new proposal covers heat generators which are not suited to
this form of testing. The code of practice which is incorporated in the

(*) Doc. CES 876/80



annex to the proposal constitutes a minimum Community level of fuel
efficiency. Tests will be carried out by a neutral test agency.

Gist of the Opinion (*)

In a unanimous Opinion the Committee approves the proposal since
it points towards a more efficient use of energy. Nevertheless, it has a
number of recommendations :

The proposal lacks clarity because of the need to refer to the origi-
nal Directive. A consolidated Directive incorporating both the Directives
would have been preferable.

The Committee is concerned that the proposal does not relate to
coal or other solid fuels. It urges the Commission to bring in proposals
to cover coal. :

The Committee feels that questions of cost of testing, liability in the
event of failure, and the actual test procedures themselves should be the
_subject of further consideration by the Commission.

This Opinion was based on material prepared by the Section for
Energy and Nuclear Questions under the chairmanship of Mr. Hatry —
Belgium — Employers. The Rapporteur was Mr. Mills — United King-
dom — Employers.

5. SCIENTIFIC TRAINING

Proposal for a Council Decision adopting a programme for the Euro-
pean Atomic Energy Community and the European Economic Commu-
nity in the field of scientific and technical training.

Gist of the Proposal

This is the second programme of its kind, and will cover the period
1981-1984. The programme comprises :

award of grants for scientific research work in a Community country
other than the applicant’s country of origin (approx. 80 % of budget);

financing of advanced further training courses in areas of particular im-
portance to the Community’s R & D policy (approx. 20 % of budget).

(*) Doc. CES 877/80
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Gist of the Opinion (*)

This proposal was approved by the Economic and Social Commit-
tee in an Opinion adopted unanimously.

It is pleased to see that the comments about inflation made in its
Opinion on the first programme have been largely followed by the
Commission. It stresses the importance of this programme in its enti-
rety : any attempt to reduce the budget would seriously jeopardize the
programme’s effectiveness.

The programme of training courses might be usefully expanded into
other fields, particularly in view of their multiplier effect on the dissemi
nation and assimilation of knowledge. As regards the grants programme,
the Committee has considered the possibility of repayable study loans
but is of the opinion that the disadvantages outweigh the advantages.

This Opinion was based on work prepared by the Section for En-
ergy and Nuclear Questions under the chairmanship of Mr. Hatry —
Belgium — Employers. The Rapporteur was Mr. Couture — France —
Employers. ' ’

6. EXEMPTION FROM VAT ON FINAL
IMPORTATION OF GOODS.

Proposal for a Council Directive determining the scope of article 14 (1)
(d) of Directive 77388/ EEC as regards exemption from value added tax
on the final importation of certain goods.

Gist of the Proposal for a Directivé

The proposal is presented under Article 14 (2) of the Sixth Council
Directive which stipulates that the Commission shall submit to the
Council proposals designed to lay down Community tax rules clarifying
the scope of the exemptions provided for in paragraph 1 of the same
Article (goods which qualify for exemption from customs duties other
than as provided for in the Common Customs Tariff or which would
qualify therefor if they were imported from a third country) and detailed
rules for their implementation.

The proposal seeks to introduce Community tax relief arrangements
so as to make further progress towards the objectives of the common
VAT system — a uniform basis of assessment, removal of distortions of
competition and effective free movement of goods and services in the
common market, in the interests of closer interpenetration of the Mem-
ber States’ economies,

(*) Doc. CES 878/80
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The proposal accordingly lays down a system of tax relief modelled
as closely as possible on the system of reliefs from customs duty, al-
though the aims pursued and the problems encountered in the two
spheres are not necessarily the same, and the relief from tax is to be
‘more restrictive in some cases.

Gist of the Opinion (*)

The Economic and Social Committee adopted its Opinion by a large
.majority with no votes against and 4 abstentions. It welcomes the Com-
mission’s plan to establish a Community regime for granting VAT
exemptions to certain goods which are to be imported into the Commu-
nity on a permanent basis.

The proposal takes into account previous Committee Opinions by
seeking to amalgamate the regimes for relief from VAT and customs
duties into one single whole which is as tightly knit as possible, and the
Committee hopes that the Council will reach a decision on both of these
regimes together at the earliest possible opportunity.

Apart from making a number of specific comments on the VAT
regime proposal, the Committee also refers back to its recent Opinion on
the relief from customs duties proposal, seeing that the two poposals
cover more or less the same types of imports and are connected with the
same definitions. ‘ '

This Opinion was based on work prepared by the Section for Indus-
try, Commerce, Crafts and Services, under the chairmanship of Mr. van
Campen — Netherlands — Employers. The Rapporteur was Mr. Mar-
vier — France — Various Interests.

7. WHALE PRODUCTS

Proposal for a Council Regulation (EEC) on common rules for imports
of whale products.

Gist of the Commission proposal

The aim of the proposal is to restrict trade in whale products so as
to protect this threatened species.

It is proposed that licences will have to be obtained to import these
products into the Community and will not be granted unless the pro-
ducts are not to be used for commercial purposes.

(®) Doc. CES 879/80
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The Commission thinks that industry will not have any difficulty in
managing without whale products because substitutes are already availa- .
ble. However, there is to be a period of adjustment during which the
rules for implementing this Regulation will be drawn up. These rules are
to be based on the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Flora and Fauna.

Gist of the Opinion (*)

Since some species of whales are in danger of becoming extinct, and
given the impact this could have on the marine eco-system, the Commit-
tee has called for a ban on the Community import of whale products for
commercial purposes in an Opinion which was adopted unanimously.

The Committee thinks that such a ban — which is already in force
in other industrialized countries — is bound to enhance the protection of
these dying species.

Since there are numerous substitute products, the Committee does
not think that the ban will pose any economic or employment problems.

This Opinion was based on work prepared by the Section for the
Environment, Public Health and Consumer Affairs, under the chair-
manship of Miss Roberts — United Kingdom — Various Interests. The
Rapporteur was Mr. Zoli — Italy — Various Interests.

8. CONSERVATION OF MIGRATORY ANIMALS

Commission Communication to the Council on the results of the nego-
tiations on the conclusion of the Convention on the Conservation of
migratory species of wild animals

and the

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of the Convention on
the Conservation of migratory species of wild animals.

Gist of the Proposal

The proposal seeks authorization for the Convention on the Conser-
vation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals to be signed on behalf of
the Community.

The Convention has already been signed by 22 countries, including
6 EC Member States.

The Convention provides for joint action to be taken by signatory
countries within whose borders there are threatened populations of mi-
gratory species to ensure appropriate conservation and management of

(*) Doc. CES 880/80
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such species. This action covers species in an extremely untavourable
state of conservation, needing immediate and stringent protection, and
species to be covered by future agreements on conservation and manage-
ment.

The Convention also provides for measures to control the taking of
these species, protection and management plans, the maintenance of net-
works of suitable habitats and the prevention, reduction or control of
discharges of substances harmful to migratory species.

Gist of the Opinion (*)

The Economic and Social Committee adopted its Opinion by a large
majority with 2 votes against and | abstention.

It welcomes the Commission’s move to draw the Community’s at-
tention to the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of
Wild Animals. It thinks that there is a need for international cooperation
and coordination to ensure that the earth’s wildlife resources are preser-
ved for future generations.

It also thinks that it would be advisable to create an environment
fund to help implement and monitor measures adopted under the Com-
munity’s environmental protection programme.

The Committee regrets that in view of the Convention’s importance
the Community has not yet become a full signatory to it.

This Opinion was based on work prepared by the Section for Pro-
tection of the Environment, Public Health and Consumer Affairs under
the chairmanship of Miss Roberts — United Kingdom — Various Inter-
ests. The Rapporteur was Mrs. Clark — United Kingdom — Various
Interests.

9. CONTROL OF CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER

Proposal for a Council Directive Relating to the Date of Entry into
Force of Directive 80{217/ EEC Introducing Community Measures for
the Control of Classical Swine Fever

Amendments to the Proposal for a Council Regulation Laying Down
Conditions Designed to Render and Keep the Territory of the Commu-
nity Free from Classical Swine Fever (Amendments under the Second
Paragraph of Article 149 of the Treaty)

Proposal for a Council Decision Introducing Community Financial
Measures for the Control of Classical Swine Fever

(*) Doc. CES 881/80
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Gist of the Commission’s proposal

The Commission proposes to the Council a programme for the era-
dication of this disease based on the following rules :

firstly, Council Directive 80/217/EEC of 22 January 1980 introducing
Community measures for the control of classical swine fever already
adopted by the Council and which lays down the measures to be taken
when an outbreak of the disease occurs. The date of entry into force of
this instrument has still to be decided by the Council. It is proposed that
the date should be 1 January [98I1;

secondly, the proposal for a Regulation laying down conditions designed
to render and keep the territory of the Community free from classical
swine fever. This proposal lays down general eradication measures.
However, it must be amended so as to require the Member States to
prepare a programme for eradicating the disease in five years instead of
simply giving them the option, as envisaged in the original proposal.
(The aforementioned two instruments contain the technical basis of the
measure.)

lastly, the proposal for a Council Decision introducing a Community
financial measure for the control of classical swine fever.

The last proposal constitutes the financial basis of the measure, It
provides for a contribution of 35 million EUA from the EAGGF Gui-
dance Section to cover expenditure incurred during the five years.

Gist of the Opinion (*)

In an Opinion, adopted by a large majority with no dissenting votes
and 2 abstentions, the Economic and Social Committee approves the
Commission’s proposals.

It reasserts its belief in a system of free trade within the Community
in which the health provisions of the Member States are not used as a
pretext for trade barriers.

The present programme must be seen as a whole and dealt with as
such during the consultation, decision-making and implementation pro-
cedures.

The Committee also draws the attention of the Commission and
Council to several difficulties which could impede the implementation of
the proposed measures.

This Opinion was based on work prepared by the Section for Agri-
culture under the chairmanship of Mr. Emo Capodilista — Italy — Va-
rious Interests. The Rapporteur was Mr. Wick — Germany —
Employers.

(*) Doc. CES 882/80
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10. SWINE VESICULAR DISEASE AND
SWINE FEVER

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 64/432] EEC with
regard to Swine Vesicular Disease and Swine Fever

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 72/451 | EEC with
regard to Swine Vesicular Disease and Swine Fever

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 80/215] EEC with
regard to Swine Vesicular Disease and Classical Swine Fever

Gist of the Commission’s proposal

The Commission proposes (i) amendments in Directive
64/432/EEC, 78/461/EEC and 80/215/EEC on heaith problems affec-
ting intra-Community trade in live cattle and swine, fresh meat and meat
products; (ii) prolongation of certain derogations relating to swine fever
for a period of 3 months which already have been granted to Denmark
Ireland and the United Kingdom.

Gist of the Opinion (*)

In an Opinion adopted by a large majority with 2 abstentions, the
Economic and Social Committee notes that the Commission’s proposals
go some way towards meeting its call for the introduction of Community
rules, as set out in previous Opinions.

Therefore it approves these proposals, adding that these new rules
will also have to be respected in the new Member States of the enlarged
Community.

This Opinion was based on work prepared by the Section for Agri-
culture under the chairmanship of Mr. Emo Capodilista — Italy — Va-
rious Interests. The Rapporteur was Mr. Wick — Germany —
Employers.

11.- PESTICIDES

Proposal for a Council Directive on the Fixing of Maximum Levels for
Pesticide Residues in and on Cereals intended for Human Consumption
and on the

Proposal for a Council Directive on the Fixing of Maximum Levels for
Pesticide Residues in and on Foodstuffs of Animal Origin.

(*) Doc. CES 883/80
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Gist of the Commission’s proposal

The aim of the proposed Directives is to fix maximum levels for
pesticide residues in_cereals intended for humain consumption and in
foodstuffs of animal origin.

Initially the Commission proposes fixing maximum levels for resi-
dues of only the most harmful and persistent pesticides and of other
pesticides commonly used in the treatment of cereals.

In order to guarantee observance of the provisions of the Directive,
there is a provision that Member States shall be required to carry out
suitable control measures. To this end, Community methods of sampling
and analysis will be duly worked out and, in view of the essentially tech-
nical and scientific nature of such provisions, they will be adopted by a
procedure which will establish close cooperation between the Member
States and the Commission within the Standing Committee on Plant
Health. :

Gist of the Opinion (*)

The Economic and Social Committee adopted its Opinion by a large
majority with one dessenting vote and 9 abstentions.

It approves the two proposals and welcomes the Commission’s
choice of total harmonization. According to the Committee, total har-
monization is the most effective way of protecting the environment and
consumers. It is also more conducive to the development of trade.

The Committee also urges rapid adoption of the two proposals so
that, after their entry into force, existing laws in five Member States of
the Community can be harmonized and new legislation can be introdu-
ced in the other four Member States.

The Committee notes that in laying down maximum levels the Com-
mission takes into account both the toxicological tolerances of humans
and normal agricultural practice. The Committee therefore considers
that temporary national measures are justifiable if they are based on the
latest scientific and technological knowledge available.

This Opinion was based on work prepared by the Section for Pro-
tection of the Environment, Public Health and Consumer Affairs under
the chairmanship of Miss Roberts — United Kingdom — Various Inter-
ests. The Rapporteur was Mr. Piga — Italy — Various Interests.

(*) Doc. CES 885/80
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EXTERNAL RELATIONS

STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN

During the period between the 180th and 181st Plenary Sessions,
the Committee Chairman, Mr. Raffaele Vanni, met :

— the Chairman of COREPER, Ambassador Dondelinger (on 14 July)
to discuss relations between the Council and the Committee and espe-
cially the new possibilities of direct contacts between the Committee and
Chairmen of Working groups in the Council;

— the National Chairman of Spain’s Chambers of Agriculture, Mr. Gi-
ralt Former (on 4 September) who said that his organisation was very
keen to be kept informed about the work of the Committee on problems
of enlargement;

— Mr. O.H. Vetter, member of the European Parliament and President
of the DGB (German Trade Union Federaton) (on 5 September) with
whom the development of relations between the Parliament and the
Committee were discussed;

— the new Permanent Representative of Italy to the European Commu-
nities, Ambassador Renato Ruggiero (on 22 September) who was
wished good luck in the performance of his duties by Mr. Vanni; the
latter said that the Committee attached great importance te the streng-
thening of relations with COREPER.

OFFICIAL VISIT TO THE UNITED KINGDOM
BY ESC PRESIDENT, Mr. VANNI

The President of the Economic and Social Committee, Mr. Raffaele
VANNI, paid an official visit to the United Kingdom from 16 to I8
September 1980.

The President was accompanied by the two Vice-Presidents, Mr.
Edmond RENAUD (France) and Mr. Tomas ROSEINGRAVE (Ire-
land) as well as by the Secretary-General, Mr. Roger LOUET.

He met Mr. James PRIOR, Secretary of State for Employment,
Mr. Tom KING, Minister of State, Department of the Environment and
Local Government, Mr. Norman LAMONT, Minister of State, Depart-
ment of Energy and Mr. Adam BUTLER, Minister of State, Depart-
ment of Industry. A meeting with members of the House of Lords Select
Committee for Europe also took place. He also met representatives of
the two sides of Industry and of professional associations in .Britain.
They included top leaders of the Confederation of British Industry, the
Trades Union Congress, the National Farmers’ Union, the National




18

Consumer Council, the Consumer Association, the UK Inter-
professional Group, the British section of the International Union of
Local Authorities and the National Economic Development Council.

MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT SECTION
IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

Concurrently with the President’s visit, the Economic and Social
Committee’s Section for the Protection of the Environment, Public
Health and Consumer Affairs met in London from 16 to 18 September.
It prepared Opinions on legislation for greater protection for the whale
as a species, on the conservation of migratory species of wild animals
and on safeguard measures against pesticide residues in cereals. The Sec-
tion was chaired by its President, Miss Eirlys ROBERTS.
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A member of the Environment Section admires fish found in the
Thames, where pollution levels have been sharply reduced.
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— IV —

NEW_ CONSULTATIONS

Since the beginning of July the Council has asked the Committee
for its Opinion on the following :

— Proposal for a Council Decision supplementing Annex IV to the
Convention on the protection of the Rhine against chemical pollution -
Communication from the Commission to the Council on the recommen-
dation by the International Commission for the protection of the Rhine
against pollution on controlling discharges of mercury by the chlor-alkali
electrolysis industry

— Proposal for a Council Decision adopting a sectoral research and
development programme in the field of environment (environmental pro-
tection and climatology) indirect and concerted actions 1981-1985

— Commission Communication to the Council concerning a plan to
combat oil pollution of the sea

— Proposal for a Council Directive amending for the fifteenth time Di-
rective 64/54]/ EEC on the approximation of the laws of the Member
States concerning the preservatives for use in foodstuffs intended for
human consumption

— Proposal for a Council Directive amending for the third time Direc-
tive 70/357/ EEC on the approximation of the laws of the Member
States concerning the antioxidants authorised for use in foodstuffs inten-
ded for human consumption

— Proposal for a Council Regulation (EEC) on the implementation in
the Community of the Convention on international trade in endangered
species of wild fauna and flora

— Draft Council Recommendation concerning the registration of re-
combinant DNA (desoxyribonucleic acid) work

— Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 72/ 464/ EEC on
taxes other than turnover taxes which affect the consumption of manu-
factured tobacco '

— Proposal for a Council Decision amending decision 78/384/EEC
adopting a multiannual research and development programme for the
European Economic Community in the field of paper and board recy-
cling (indirect action)

— Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EEC )
No. 3164/76 on the Community quota for the carriage of goods by road
between Member States

— Proposal for a Council Directive on the harmonized application of
the international convention for safe containers (CSC) in the European
Community
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— Proposal for a Council Directive concerning the enforcement, in res-
pect of shipping using Community ports, of international standards for
shipping safety and pollution prevention

— Proposal for a Council Decision concerning European social Fund
aid measures for persons employed in the textile and clothing indus-
tries, for migrant workers, for persons affected by employment difficul-
ties (young people under 25) and for women

— Proposal for a Council Regulation (EEC) on the Determination of
import duties on mixtures and set (agricultural products)

— Proposal for a Regulation (EEC) of the Council amending Regula-
tion (EEC) No. 1655/76 extending the transitional arrangements for the
import of New Zealand butter into the United Kingdom

— Proposal for a Regulation (EEC) of the Council relating to the im-
portation of New Zealand butter in the Community on special terms

— Proposal for a Council Directive on the development of agriculture
in the French Overseas Departments

— Proposal for a Council Regulation (EEC) amending Regulation
(EEC) No. 337/79 on the common organisation of the market in wine

— Proposal for a Council Decision on financial aid from the Commu-
nity for the eradication of African swine fever in Sardinia

— .Proposal for a Regulation on measures to encourage explorators
fishing and cooperation through joint ventures in the fishing sector.

— Proposal for a Regulation on a common measure for restructuring,
modernising and developing the fishing industry and for developing
aquaculture

— Proposal for a Regulation on measures to encourage exploratory
fishing and cooperation through joint ventures in the fishing sector

-— Proposal for a Council Directive on the approximation of the laws of
the Member States concerning toy safety

— Proposal for a Council Decision on the adoption of a European Eco-
nomic Community research and development programme for a machine
translation system of advanced design

— Proposal for a Council Decision amending Decision 80/318/ EURA-
TOM of 13 March 1980 adopting a research and training programme
(1979-1983) for the European Atomic Energy Community in the field of
controlled thermonuclear fusion

— Proposal for a Council Decision adopting a second programme of
research and development for the European Atomic Energy Community
in the field of uranium exploration and extraction (indirect action 1981-
1984)

— Proposal for a Regulation (EEC) of the Council on assistance in the
European Socig! Fund to provide income support for workers in the
shipbuilding industry.
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-V —

PROVISIONAL FUTURE
WORK PROGRAMME

Plenary Session of October 1980

Opinions requested by the Institutions

Import duties on mixtures and set

European Social Fund/Textiles

Income tax provisions with respect to freedom of movement for
workers

Annual report on the economic situation

Dangerous substances

Energy consumption of household appliances

New Zealand Butter

Wine Market

Eradication of swine fever in Sardinia

Second l.omé Convention

Generalised scheme of Preferences 1981/85

Controlled Thermonuclear Fusion

Legal expenses insurance

R & D recycling of paper and board (Indirect Action)

- Recovery and re-use of waste paper

Plenary Session of November 1980

Opinions requested by the Institutions

Income support for shipvard workers

Social security for migrants

Non-TVA taxes on manufactured tobacco

Convention on the Protection of the Rhine against Pollution
R & D on environment and climatology

Antioxidants

International trade in endangered flora and fauna
Development of transport infrastructures

International standards on shipping and prevention of pollution
Community quota for road haulage between Member States
Proprietary medicinal products

Structural policy in the fisheries sector

Machine translation

Uranium exploration and extraction
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Initiaive Opinion
— Competition policy
— Investments guarantees in less-developed countries

Plenary Session of December 1980

Opinions requested by the Institutions

— Health protection against microwaves
— Plan to combat oil pollution of the sea
— Preservatives in food

— Registration of ADN work

— New information technologies

~— Saint-Geours report

Later Plenary Sessions

Opinions requested by the Institutions

— Medium-term economic policy

— Environmental impact of public and private works

— International Convention for Safe Containers

— Safety of toys (Approximation of Legislation)

~ Civil liability insurance for motor vehicles

— Flavourings

— Development of agriculture in French overseas departments
— Agricultural surveys in Italy

— Vegetable seeds

Initiative Opinion

— Quota-free aid - Regional policy (Additional Opinion)
— European Regional Development Fund Annual Report

— European Regional Fund Annual Report
— Food aid

Studies

— Integrated Operations — Regional Policy

— DNA conjectural risks

— Consistency of external policies

— Agricultural aspects of the negotiations with Spain
— Turkey

Information Report
— Common agricultural policy
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MEMBERS’ NEWS

Resignations
Mr. Poul Nyrup Rasmussen, Mr. Umberto Ceconi and Mr. Bruno
Fassina have resigned from the Committee.

Appointment
The Council of Ministers has appointed Mr. Danilo Beretta (Italy)
to the Committee. He replaces Mr. Fassina, who has resigned.

Mr. Beretta is secretary of the Italian Confederation of Unions
(CISL).
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— VII -

PRESS SHOW
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16.9.80
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EF-seminar
om byggeriet

EFs Pkonomiske vg w-
cale Udvalg e1 vart for et
orste curopxisk seminar om
byggen og vakst, sum hnder
sted 1 Bruxelles den 1 og
12 scptember 19811

- Scrmunarct arrangures §
samarbejde  metlem  Det
skonomiske og sociale Ud-
valg og EF kommussionen,
og dets hovedformdl er at
sege k'arlagt. hvordan byg-
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opfylde dennc milsxinmng

Under dreftelserne wit fol-

gende tre hovedemner blive
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Bohgfornyelwe

Standardisering of bygge-
clementer
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reprasentanter for Det sko-
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FINANCIAL TIMES

18680

..“C proposed
directives on
"foods approved

By James McDonald

PROPOSED EFC Council diree-
tives to ix maximum levels for
ruldde residucs in cereals for
uman consumpliva and in food-
stufls of aaimal origin were
tpproved In Londod yesurdny
by the Environment scction

g!: EEC Ecppomic anq_gocul
The pmnoud directives,

approved with one exception,
are not supported by the UK
Governmenl,  although  the
British member of the Environ-
ment scetion voted In their
faveur,

The UK Guvemuenr believes

ar 100

Chiesto dal sindacall Finlervento delia Cee

09 1980

LU'edilizia come premessa
del rilancio economico

BRUXELLES — Nel prlu
CONnVENO

zon! eod nthill!
svolto & annnmuoh
sede del Com!

1o economil-
coe wtlllc delh Comunita

principall organizxasion! eu-
Toped & nazionall del settore)
ha consentito, dopo un'ana-
list del settore delle costru-
zioni, di glungere & un con-
lemo su un triplice obletis-
2 tale seitore

curopes, nel
costatare ll ruolo declastvo
che possono svolgere le co-
struzionl per Il rilancio dell®

espansione hella Comunitk,
hanno propugnato un’azio-
ne comunitaria in tale cam-

po
L'ampio dibattito che ha
lvulo lnoco tra | cirea 200
pantl (membri del

cm, delmu della Commls-
delle

it woutd be fa to
set up the sampling procedures

Luxembourger Wort

13.9.380

Réunion i Luxcmbourg

du groi

pe d’étude

du Conuté €conomique’

et

social

LE FIGARO
1.9. 80

Le 16 septembre 1980 aure Heu A
Luxembourg une reunion du poa
d'étude «Situation Economiquer du
mité économique et social de la Cooimu-
nauté européenne, au cours de laquaelle
sera présents et discute 'svant-projet de
rapport sur la situation économique au
Grand-Duché de Luxembourg

A cetle reuruon prendront part les
npr(unum,.- des pnncipales organine-

ployés prives, la Confédération
de la Fonction publlqln. la Confedéra.
T'Association

tion gérerale du
Mhmmnhnqu{u:ﬁl%bn

dl ritrovare il suo rualo L
motore della

Anche se il finanziamentn
conserva un aspelto essen
zalmente nazionale nel ror
30 del convegno & stato forle
menite auspicato un inter
vento degll strument! finan
ziarl comunitari

Per quanto riguarda le

la Ci u

nomica, di alfrontate llcon
cotrenzm Inlernazionale su
un plede di paritd con | paesl
terzl e di assicurare, Infine,
la Nbers circolazione reale
del prodolt sulls base di
norme uniformi

1 vari oratori a! sono ram-
maricati della politica di
atop and go. degll Stay
membri. che 31 ¢ tradotta,

ropea pud fra I'altro aiulure
le tmpcese ad affrontare me
glio la concorrenza internu
ionale e & coordinare le lorn

attivith

L'allargamento del mer
€40 Intracomunitario deve
essere reslizzato mediante
I'eliminazione degil ostarnh
tecnicl, Ia messa 2 punto &
uns regolamentazione sulls

tra I'sitro tn una
ne delle spsse pubbliche a
3capito delle costruzion! Ne
& risultato un ralientamento
della costruzione degli allog
g1 sociall, un aumento della
disoccupazione che & accom-

|
E’ stata riservata un‘at
tendone particolare al nn
novamento deli‘habitat the
deve avvenire con la parte
degli abitanll F
na  divisione

edellex

to dalla del-
manodopera qualificata
indispensabile per lale tipo
d) attivith, ¢ un handicap
per le imprese che rende pit
difficile il loro sdattamento
sl

son) fra Il livetlo locale na
zionale e quelio europev

La Comunith deve fare §

bile affinché 1 dulorits

le venga dotata di mezznt

e pluridict ndegua

Tale situssione. & uul
del ruolo Importante di tral
no che svoige I§ settore delll
costrusgione nell'intera eco-
l\onu!n. non deve perpetuar-
"

u (ﬂmnwnmenw normie
di base ..

Infine, u\che se nel cam
po  dell’industristizzazione

une
Pur rspettando le compe-
tenze nazionall, la Comunitd
europes deve spingere | pub-
dlici poteri a porre In atto
politiche a medio termine In
tale campo con lo scopo di
contribuire ad un’espansio-
ne equilibrata in Europe

L'eterogeneits del proble.
mi che sl presentanc @ tale
che ia natura, la forma e la
portata di una politica euro-
pea della costruzione, devo-
No essere discusse In vis pre-
liminare fra tutts gl interes-
sati e a tuttd Hivelll (paitl so-
ciall, entl locali, Stati mem-
bei ¢ Comunitd).

BON A SAVOIR...

m
wulmum

zperta, nuova rhe
sembra a3 unam
pio Ia costruzsne
det com; ntl & spesso el

pone:
fettuata sulla base di tecnn
logie diverse, | partecipuntt
4l convegno hanno ritenule
che exsa debba fornire un
montaggio facile degli ele

rilevata l'estrema opporiu
nith che venge elaborato un
sisterna efficace di notme ¢
dispositiont minime di o
struzione su scala comunila
tia, eche ci sl avvll come ha
sottolinesto Darignon
membro della Commussione
verso I'instaurazione ds nor
me in materia di prestazion”

= 11-13 seplembrs - Inmﬂllv
«Ls consruction

o
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3 Fiorino

16.9.80

Un mercato comunitario dei capitali

Borse Cee:
relazioni semestrali
per le societa quotate

It «Glornale tributarion riferisce che,
n edesione alia politica di proletione
deglt neil‘ambito
i iato economico e socigle he

parerdPrvorevole su BPIRs pro-
di direttiva del Consigho della Co-
muBlid europea, che faccxa obbligo, alle

4 quotate in borsa, di pubblicere,
ogm esercizio contabile, una relagtone se-
mastrale sulla na atnvitd, relativa ol
primo semestre dell’eserciuio stesso. Gl
cos{ ]anl

quadro della societd nd corso del
periodo cut la relatione st riferisce, tenu-
1o conto che la relazione dovrebbe conte-
nere solo le informazion: essenzialt in me-
rito alla situazione finanziana ed ali'an-
dﬂnﬂllf globale degh affar: socierari, !l

Jicars: che societd prccole
rebbero ninunciare alla
. una volla messe dt

 meciie

ronte

be, 1 tall casl, il comportamento di une
borsa comunitara Potrebbe anche veri-

Financial Weekly
14.9. %0

@ MemBers of the ELC en-
vironment section of the eco-
nomecs and soual compmitee
will Tave 5 ook at London-s
cnvironmental problems on a
theee day viut (o Landon

On show will be the GLCs

d‘ scientific branch laboratones,
s ”,, and displa: K:M how the GLC s
tackhng the problems of air,

cepire che | obbhga dt une
mente stipulato con lo

gme di assicurazion,
vno del Comutato, non urrbbe
aicune deile

m-uou
mesirale non figura nel coniraito iniiel-
dorse

membro della Cee Altra perplessitd ri-
gunrdu gh sttt di credito e le compe-
per le quali, od av-

traffic and none pollution —
particularly i1 relaton to 1 EC
Infiatines
The delegation will alw tour
|he Old Covent Garden build.
and the Thames Barners at
oolmch

dello stato

pmrulc A tale 10 31 ricorde
Commusione delle Comunitd ru
predusponendo una proposta

Ladirettiva qm' in eseme .

sut cont: annuali degh Istituts d:
ndtrbbe

che ls
218
credito,
percid

P
be inolire una certa uniformud delie in-
Jormazions pmodwhe sulle societd Non
mancana perd, sulla pi 10 di direltve,
alcun: rilievt di coratiere generale, da par-
te del Comutato economico e sociale In-
naAL tufto in mento olla bdid di
anche alle sociesd registrate in
lertl.ove 3000 ammesse alla quota-
zione in borsa, ed operanti pure nel terri.
toro di uno stato membro La direitive
non prevede le sanzioni per eventualt ine-
dempienze & carico ai una di queste 30¢-
18, che dovesse non ottemperare alie con-
dwiom poste NE£ spiegain Quale sared-

one delie inf 1
2iche lascrare al)
Jacoltd di decrdere

mazion: aon st prestano allc refa;

che precede U'entrata in vigore della

Hcolore dei Comisato_vengono
cob. (¢fr Giornake ind

Hande,sblatt 3.10.80

EG-Mitbestimmung fiir
die ,,Muitinationalen”

HANDIISBATT, Dornerstar 2.10 1650
ce BRUSSEL. i1 der 1G-Komrus-
100 ixt der hart umkampfts Richtl-
niene siwuar! uber d.o Infurmation
und honsultat:on des Arbettnchmer
in mulunatonslen Uaterehmen
verabsch edet und 1n die Peschiud-
maschinene gegeben worden Jetat
muasen das-europhische Paslament
sgwie des Wirsse! und Sozal-
susse - i Tiza " SeTling nchren,
Bevor der Min.sterrat Joe lndgulll-
gen leraturgen asfnimmi Man
rechretir tewrahrelangen Proze-
duf Der Entaurf lehnut 5 ch an due
Empich'unzen ler CECD und der
nternat ¢ nzlen Arbeitsorganisauon
an Diewe und jedinh letztuch
unverbindlich, wahrend die EG
rechilih ‘n dor lace ist e

ht

Dre Richtiin:c wolifur alie transns-
tionalen Untweerchmen, gie im LG~
Bereich thug sind, sowre fur Unter-
nehmen mit kamglexer Struktur
auch dann gelten, wenn sie mit
mehreren Sanderten nur in einem
Alitgledsiand tiug sind.

Tiese Unternchmen sollen fur
jede Retricbsstatie m:t mehr als 100
BeschaftigicndenArbeitnemener-
tretungen atle wichtrzen Informatio-
wen uber Struktur, Lage und Ent-
vickiung des Unternchmens sowle
uber Ratiorabsicrungs-, Investic
uons. und Orgiu<atioasvorhaben
2am Zwecke der Konsultation regel-
r.a0 guabermitteln.

Neben  einem  umia-greichen

i k enthiit der Int-

Inforraunns- und
der Arbetnehmer fur den EG-Re-
rh mit einer Ruhthnle fur die
Mitgledsstuaten vermadlich tu ma-
chen,

b

wurf auch R-hmenbestummungen
fur die Konsultationen, dua die
Mitgl.edestasten nach ihre r Rechta-
lage receln hnne 1.

slence-

st ichiedono
alle banche d i umuu ﬂund-d. an-
.L autorid mmpcmm is

for-

riodiche di tali istituts, per i Im #i som:

rettiva sui conti annwalt deghi wstituti tl
ito Le osservaziom: di carattere ur

in caratser: corsivi, in calce &t .mr;nll anl-
1980p. 362).

Ed ora ecco il desto integrale delia susc
cennaia proposia di diretiiva detla Cee.

Motor Transport
L.10.80

EEC
approves

aid for
non-members

IY A LARGL majonity, the EEC
and Suial Comatice de-

:T-lrd_hu \url that the pro
Councit of Minssters' unruon
on Transpurt infrastructure should
be amended 1o incdude non-EEC

counines

The propestal 15 to 1id financially
non-member countries’ infrastrue.
ects whh impeove com-
munications between member-

sutes, including Greece whuch
1oans next vear
They arc meant to htl
countries  facf fimancial
culues with such propects
A The |rmm“:\:j t:yuu lhl(h“;:“
usta, proj
Comurussion 1n February thus year,
could pussibly am;
atatons between
rest of the

€ commy-
reece and the
usuty







PUBLICATIONS OBTAINABLE FROM THE ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Periodical
— Bulletin (monthly publication)

General Documentation

— The Economic and Social Committee (leaflet) (January 1975)

— The Economic and Social Committes (April 1979) (A descriptive brochure) 16 p.
— Annual Report (1978) 115 p. (1976) 80 p.

— Directory (January 1980) (List of Members)

— The Right of initiative of the Economic and Social Committee (October 1977) 124 p.
— 20th Anniversary of the Economic and Social Committee (May 1978) 19 p.

Opinions and Studies

— The Orgamisation and Management of Community R & D (February 1980) (Study) 168 p

— Agricultural Structures Policy {November 1979} {Opinion} 90 p.

- - Enlargement of the European Community Greece-Spain-Portugal
(September 1979) (Study) 75 p.

— The Community's Relations with Spain (June 1979) (Study) 112 p.

— Community Shipping Policy Flags of Convenience {April 1979} (Opinion} 170 p.

— Employee Participation and Company Structure (September 1978) (Opinion) 116 p.

— Youth Unemployment — Education and Training (November 1978) (5 Opinions) 97 p.

— The Stage reached in ahgning labour legislation 1n the European Community
(June 1978) (Documentation) 60 p.

— Employment in Agriculture (Study) (June 1978) 135 p.

— Monetary Disorder {(Opinion) (June 1978) 98 p.

— Small and Medium-sized Enterprises in the Community Gontext (Apnl 1978) (Opinion)
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