
' . 

Presse 193 - G 

COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 

GENERAL SECRETARIAT 

PRESS RELEASE 

11821/82 (Presse 193) 

813th Council meeting 

- Agriculture -

Brussels, 13 and 14 December 1982 

President: Mr Niels Anker KOFOED 
Minister for Agriculture 

of the Kingdom of Denmark 

collsvs
Text Box



- 2 - 13/14.XII.82 

The Governments of the Member States and the Commission of the 

European Communities were represented as follows: 

~~!s!~~= 

Mr Paul de KEERSMAEKER 
State Secretary for 
European Affairs and 
Agriculture 

Mr Hans-Jlirgen ROHR 
State Secretary 
Federal Ministry of Food, 
Agriculture and Forestry 

France: 

Mrs Edith CRESSON 
Minister for Agriculture 

!~~!l= 

Mr Calogero MANNINO 
Minister for Agriculture 

Mr Mario CAMPAGNOLI 
Secretary at the 
Ministry of Agriculture 

Netherlands: 

Mr G. BRAKS 
Minister for Agriculture and 
Fisheries 

Denmark: 

Mr Niels Anker KOFOED 
Minister for Agriculture 

Mr H.J. KRISTENSEN 
State Secretary 
Ministry of Agriculture 

Greece: 

Mr Costas SIMITIS 
Minister for Agriculture 

Ireland: 

Mr James O'MAHONY 
Secretary, 
Department of Agriculture 

Mr Jean RIES 
Director at the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Viticulture, 
Lakes, Rivers and Forests 

Mr Peter WALKER 
Minister for Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food 

Mr Alick BUCHANAN-SMITH, 
Minister of State, 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food 

Commission: 

Mr Poul DALSAGER - Member 
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ADJUSTMENT OF THE "ACQUIS COMMUNAUTAIRE 11 FOR MEDITERRANEAN PRODUCTS 

The Council held an exchange of views on the brief given to it 

by the European Council meeting in Copenhagen on 3 and 4 December 1982, 

to complete urgently and before March 1983 the revision of existing 

rules for certain Mediterranean agricultural products on the basis 

of Commission proposals. 

The Council concluded by agreeing to resume its examination of 

the whole matter at its next meeting. 

ESTIMATES FOR BEEF AND VEAL AND FOR YOUNG BOVINE ANIMALS 

On the basis of a compromise proposal by the Presidency taken 

up by the Commission, the Council decided to authorise imports in 

1983 of: 

= 60,000 tonnes of meat intended for the processing industry, 
comprising 30,000 tonnes without the levy and 30,000 with a levy 
which the Commission intends to set at 45% of the normal levy; 

= young male bovine animals weighing 300 kg or less intended for 
rattening, as follows: 

. Quota of 237,000 head: 205,000 for Italy; 
30,000 for Greece; 

2,000 for the other Member States. 
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VETERINARY QUESTIONS 

As regards the various problems arising in the veterinary 

sector, the Council expressed sympathy for a compromise extending for 

one year the derogations granted to Ireland, the United Kingdom and 

Denmark in 1976 for live animals and fresh meat, without prejudice 

to the Opinion of the European Parliament on the foot-and-mouth-disease 

derogations. 

The Council will take its decision in the light of the European 

Parliament's Opinion and will adopt the Decision by the most 

appropriate and rapid means once the customary finalization of the 

texts has taken place. 

On the basis of a report from the Permanent Representatives 

Committee, the Council also held a wide-ranging policy debate on 

current progress in work in the veterinary sector. 

Following this debate, it was noted that the texts on the health 

problems connected with intra-Community trade in fresh meat, and the 

problems relating to imports of animals and fresh meat from third 

countries could, in view of a number of compromise suggestions, 

elicit consensus on the part of most delegations. 

The Council agreed to make every effort to take a final decision . 

on this issue as a whole before 15 February 1983. 
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AGRI-MONETARY SECTOR 

The Council agreed to continue examining this dossier at a 

later date. 

Pending more detailed discussion, the Council agreed on the 

extension until 31 January 1983 of Regulation No 652/79 on the 

introduction of the ECU into the common agricultural policy. 

At the same time the Council adopted, with effect until the end 

of January 1983, two amendments to the existing agri-monetary rules: 

the first related to the possibility of adjusting the level of 

structural aid expressed in ECU so as to preclude a reduction in 

national currency of the amounts in question as a result of the 

revaluation of a green rate; the second makes it possible for a 
producer Member State which does not apply negative MCAs not to 

apply in the wine sector the reduction in MCAs currently laid down 
for cases where two Member States with depreciated currency are to 
apply MCAs. 

IMPORTS OF NEW ZEALAND BUTTER INTO THE UNITED KINGDOM 

While it did not call into question the agreement of principle 

entered into on 19 and 20 October 1982, the Council discussed the 

procedure to be followed now that two delegations have opposed the 

adoption of the proposal in question as an "A" item. 

0 

0 0 
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The Council also agreed to carry over until its next meeting 

discussion of the guidelines to be followed for the negotiation with 

certain third countries of framework agreements on the multiannual 

supply of agricultural products and the laying down of minimum 

standards for the protection of laying hens kept in battery cages. 

0 

0 0 

MISCELLANEOUS STATEMENTS 

The Council heard Commission statements and/or replies on the 

following questions: 

- Statement from the Commission on the sugar market situation 

- Information from Mr DALSAGER on the Commission's meeting with 
United States representatives on 10 December 1982 

- 'l'arlff classification or imports of manioc from Thailllnd 
(Netherlands delegation) 

- Special measures for peas and field beans (differential amounts) 
(United Kingdom delegation) 

- Transfer of 10,000 tonnes of milk powder to Italy 
(Italian delegation) 

- Problem concerning maize seed (French delegation) 
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MISCELLANEOUS DECISIONS 

The Council adopted in the official languages of the Communities 

the Regulations: 

- fixing for 1983 the quantity of oil seeds and vegetable oils for 
which the Hellenic Republic is authorized to apply an import control 
system; 

- amending Regulation (EEC) No 2764/77 extending the period for which 
Class III may be applied in respect of certain fruit and vegetables; 

- fixing for the 1983/1984 milk year the guideline figure for the fat 
content of standardized whole milk imported into Ireland and the 
United Kingdom; 

- fixing the activating prices for table wines for the period 
16 December 1982 to 15 December 1983. 

Fisheries 

The Council adopted in the official languages of the Communities 

- the Regulations 

= fixing the guide prices for the fishery products listed in 
Annex I (A) and (D) to Regulation (EEC) No 3796/81 for the 1983 
fishing year; 

= fixing the guide prices for the fishery products listed in 
Annex II to Regulation (EEC) No 3796/81 for the 1983 fishing year; 

= fixing the Community producer price for tuna intended for the 
canning industry in the 1983 fishing year. 

- the Decision concerning the conclusion of the Convention for the 
Conservation of Salmon in the North Atlantic Ocean. 
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~: - Bruxelles; 1~10 decembre 1982 

Note BI0(82)51ax Bureaux Nationaux 
cc. aux Hembres du Groupe du Porte-Parole -- .... --.- -- . . . 
--------------~--------------------------

Conseil agricole des 13 et 14 decembre 1982 (M. Vasey) 
- - . - . - .. - - . . . . - . . . - . 

Ue Conseil traitera lea questions suivantes : 

Mesures veterinaires 

Examen et; eventuellement;adoption d'un ensemble de 
propositions visant a modifier la legislation communautaire dans 
ce secteur. Il s'agit de : 

la police sanitaire des echanges intra-communautaires et 
des importations d'animaux et de viandes fraiches; 
certaines mesures relatives aux differentes maladies des 
animaux; 
certaines mesures relatives au personnel d'inspection. 

Acquis communautaire : 

Echange de vues sur la suite a donner a ce dossier, compte 
tenu des conclusions du Conseil Europeen. 

Viande bovine : 

Adoption des bilans estimatifs 1983 pour la viande bovine 
destinee a la transformation et les jeunes bovins destines a 
l'engraissement 

Secteur agri-monetaire : 

Codification des dispositions reglementaires relatives aux 
taux de change et aux MCM's. 

Accords-cadre a long terme : 

Examen du dossier 

Poules pondeuses en batterie : 

Examen du dossier 

Le quota d'importation pour le beurre neo-zelandais en 1983 
sera egalement evl?~ sous points divers. 

Amities 
M. SANTARE 'LI OMEUR///// 

I 
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Note BIO (+ PE STRASBOURG) 

Bruxelles, le 14 decembre 1982 
Note BI0(82)529 (suite 1) aux Bureaux Nationaux 
c.c. aux membres du groupe du Parte-Parole 

CONSEil AGRICOLE (M. Vasey) 

Secteur veterinaire 

le Conseil s'oriente vers un compromis de procedure, 
comportant notamment une extension d'une ou de derogations 
actuelles en faveur du Royaume-Uni et de l'Irlande concernant 
les echanges intra-communautaires d'animaux vivants. Alors que 
deux delegations principalement interessees soulignaient 
!'absence de progres dens la lutte contre la fievre aphteuse, la 
delegation neerlandaise, appuyee par les Belges et Allemanrls ont 
insiste sur les difficultes creees pour les echanges intra
communautaires. 

Acquis communautaire 

le Conseil Europeen, lors de sa reunion a Copenhague, a 
invite le Conseil Agricole a terminer avant mars 1983 la reunion 
des regles existantes pour certains produits aqricoles 
mediterraneens sur la base de propositions de la Commission. ~e 
Conseil agricole a eu un premier echange de vues, rlont il est 
ressorti que les positions des differentes deleqations sur le 
dossier principal en instance, a savoir, J'huile rl'olive, 
restent inchangees. la Presidence danoise, appuyee par 
plusieurs delegations a souhaite que la Commission complete ses 
propositions initiales, mais M. Dalsager a repondu que la 
Commission n'envisage pas de nouvelles propositions. 

A suivre 
Amities 
M. SANTARELL I 
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Note 810 '+ PE STRASBOURG) 
Bruxelles, le 14 decembre 1982 
Note 810(82)529 (suite 2) aux Bureaux Nationaux 
c.c. aux membres du groupe du Parte-Parole 

------------------------------------------------
CONSEI~ AGRICO~E (M. Vasey) 

Viande bovine : 

Le Conseil a fixe le bilan estimatif pour les importations 
de viandes destinees a la transformation en 1983 a 60.000 
tonnes, dont la moitie a prelevement nul, l'autre moitie a 45% 
du prelevement normal, et le bilan estimatif pour les jeunes 
bovins destines a l'engraissement a 237.000 tetes, dont 205.non 
pour l'Italie et 30.000 pour la Grece. 

Questions agri-monetaires 

Le Conseil a marque son accord sur trois propositions de la 
Commission concernant respectivement !'utilisation de l'ECLI dens 
la PAC, !'adaptation des montants fixes en ECU dens le domaine 
structure! en cas de modification des taux verts et un~ 
derogation au calcul des MCM's dens le secteur du vin afin de 
mettre fin a une discrimination de fait contre la Grece, mais en 
li~itant la validite des decisions a un mois (jusqu'a fin 
janvier 1983). ~e Conseil etait dens l'impossibilite d'aller 
plus loin dens le temps en raison de !'opposition entre la 
delegation francaise, qui souhaitait que le Conseil prenne de 
nouveaux engagements en matiere de demantelement des MCM's 
existants et futurs, et la delegation allemande qui ne veut 
pas aller au-dela du Gentlemen's Agreement de 1979. 

Accords a long terme 

Renvoye en janvier 
Points divers : 

Rencontre Commission - Administration EU 

M. Dalsager a rendu compte des discussions entre la 
Commission et les Etats Unis vendredi dernier. Dens son 
intervention, 11 Avait indique qu'il n'etait pas question de 
modifier les fondements de la PAC, mais que la Communaute avait 
deja entrepris, de sa propre initiative, !'adaptation de la PAC 
pour tenir compte des nouvelles realites. ~es pourparlers se 
sont deroules d'une maniere plus detendue que prevu. ~es 
americains ayant reconnu qu'il valait mieux chercher des 
solutions constructives plutot que d'echanger des critiques 
(voir conclusions reprises dens 8!0(82)531). 

Beurre : 

~a delegation francaise maintient sa reserve sur le quota 
d'importation prevu pour la Nouvelle-Zelande en 1983, compte 
tenu du caractere inadequat des dispositions prises par la 
Commission pour permettre la reprise des exportations de beurre 
vers l'URSS. Elle s'est toutefois declaree prete a autoriser 
les importations en provenmance de la Nouvelle-Zelande pour 
trois mqis, ce qui permettrait de voir si les exportations vers 
l'URSS pourront effeotivement avoir lieu. 
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Sucre : 

~a Commission a fait une declaration au Conseil, selon 
laqt.Jelle les producteurs qui reduisent les ensemencements en lqA2 
ou 1983 ne seraient pas penalises en ce qui concerne le ~alcul 
de la production au cours de la periode de reference en vue de 
la r~vision des quotas. ' 

Semences de mais : 

En reponse a la delegation francaise, la Commission a 
indique que plutot que de renegocier la concession comMunautaire 
sur ce produit dans le cadre du GATT (droit consolide de 4~), 
elle prefere rechercher une solution par voie de consultations 
avec les pays de l.'Est fournisseurs. 

Maniac : 

En reponse a la delegation neerlandaise, la Commission a 
indique que des consultations auront lieu en janvier entre la 
Commission et les autorites thailandaises concernant la 
classification douaniere des racines de maniac, y compris les 
pellets (droit de douane de 6%) et la farine de maniac 
(prelevement cereales). 

Pois, feves et feveroles 

La delegation britannique demande une solution rapide au 
probleme des montants differentials 

Poudre de lait : 

~a Commission est prete a prendre en consideration la 
demande ilal ienne ere r·eporfer fe derar pour re rransferf cfe 
10.000 tonnes de poudre de lait detenues par l'agence 
d'intervention italienne. 

A suivre 
Amities 

M., SANTAR::,U~-- COME 

/' .... --·1 
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Bruxelles, le 14 Decembre 1982 
NOTE BIO (82) 328 suite 3 et fin AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX 
CC AUX MEMBRES DU GROUPE 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CONSEIL AGRICOLE 14 DECEMBRE 1982 (M. Vasey) 

Le Conseil a marque des progres sur le dossier des regles 
sanitaires applicables aux echanges intra-communautaires et aux 
importations de viade fraiche qui devraient faire l'objet d'une 
decision pour le 15 fevrier 1983. D'autre part le Conseil a 
proroge les derogations actuelles en faveur des trois pays 
(Royaume Uni, Irlande et Danemark) pour un an. 

Amities, 

M. OMEUR 18.30 //// 
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