Texte de la déclaration de Mr. Harold Wilson devant la Chambre des
Communes a 15h30, le mardi 2 mai 1967.

STATEMENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER -~ !

With permisgsion, Mr, Speaker, I should like to make a Statement,’

Her Majoesty's Government have today decided to make an appliocation under
Article 237 of the Treaty of Rome for Membership of the European Economio Community

and parallel applications for Membership of the European Coal and Steel Community
and Euratom,

As the House will recall I stated on the 10th November last that my right hon.
Friend the Foreilgn Seorsiary and I would embark on "a series of discuasiona with
each of the Heads of Government of the Six for the purpose of establishing whether
it appears likely that ussential British and Commonwealth interests could be safe~
guarded if Britain were to acocept the Treaty of Rome and Join E.E.C."

These disoussions took place hetween January and March, Since then the

Government have carried out an exhaustive examination of all the issues involved,
resulting in the deocision I have Just announced,

The reports I have made to the House have made it clear that during the
disocussions in the Six capitals we were not engaged in negotiations, But my
right hon, Friend and I, and indeed the House, have reason to ®e grateful to our
hosts for the very frank enges which preceded today's decision.

These exchanges have enabled us to identify the major issues whioh we, for our
part, shall wish to see settled in the negotiations.

On the Treaty of Rome itself, as I informed the House on the 10th November,
we have throughout our discussions taken the view that, es I then said, "...the
Treaty of Rome is not in itself or necessarily an impediment, There are
amxieties..... but the Treaty need not be an obstacle if our problems can be dealt
with satisfactorily, whether through adaptations of the arrangements made under the
Treaty or in any other acceptable manner'. In short, as I said then, "the Govern-
ment would be prepared to accept the Treaty of Rome, subject to the necessary adjust-
ments consequent upon the accession of a new member and provided that we receive
satisfaotion on the points about which we see diffioculty".

Our discussions in the ocapitals of the 8ix have confirmed the validity of this
approach in terms of the practical working of the Community and its institutions,

It is in this spirit that the Government intend to embark on the negotiations
which must precede entry. The House will, I am sure, agree that they ought not to be
umeocessarily complicated with lesser issues, many of which aan he best dealt with after
entry. It is our hope that the negotiations will be followed through swiftly, and
will relate to the small number of really important issues which have been identified
through our recent discussions, issues on which agreemecnt should he reached if the
House and the country are to be satisfied that essential British and Commonwealth
interests will be safeguarded, This is the spirit in which the original partners
to the Community oconducted their own negotiations over ten years ago, @



Our recent meeting with our EFTA partners has confirmed that they too view the
matter in the same light. They will, we hope, also be making their approaches to
E.E.C, '

I now turn to the major issues whioh it must be our purpose to resolve during
the negotiations,

First, there are the problems associated with the operation of the Common
Agricultural Policy of the Community - the problems of its potential effects on the
cost of living and on the structure and well-being of British agriculture; problems
of the budgetary and balance of pa. gnts implications of its system of financing;
and certoin Commonwealth problems/which I will deal in a moment,

As I have already made clear, publicly, we must be rcalistio and recognise
that the Community's agricultural poliocy is en integrel part of the Community; we
mst oome to terms with it, But the Government recogniée that this policy would
involve far reaching chunges in the structure of British agrioculture., This will
require suitable arrangements including an adequate transitional period to enable
the nedesaa.ry adjustu..nts to We made,

It is also the Government's view that the financial arrengements which have
boen devised to meet the requirements of the Commnity"s agricultural policy as it
elsts today would, if appiied to Britain as they now stand, involve an inéquitahlp
sharing of the fincnoial cost and impose (n our balance of payments an additional
jurden whioh we should not in fairness be asked to ocarry,

There are also highly important Commonwealth interests, mainly in the field
of agriculture, for which it is our duty to‘ seek safeguards in the negotiations,
These include in particuloar the special preblems of New Zealand and of Coumonwealth
sugar producing countries, whose needs are at present safeguarded Wy the Common-
wealth Sugar Agreement, We hove, as the House knows, bean in touch with all our
Commonwealth partners, and will make special arrangements tn keep in close consul-
tation with them, as with our EFTA partners, throughout the negotiations.

Again as the House knows, eapital movemenfa raise questions of speoinl impor-
tance. Our discussions suggest that these oon be dealt with by suitable arrange~
nents,

Another lmportant issue is the question of regilonal policies, Here too we
had to satisfy ourselves that we should be able, as members of the Community, to con-
time to toke the necessary steps to ensure the industrial and social development of
those areas of the cocuntry with whioh this House is always and rightly})oonoerlryed.
Our discussions with the Heads of the Governments of the Community, not least the
information we were given about the poliocies ourrently being pursued by member
oountries, have reassured us on this score. @

As 1 have soid, these are major and important issues but I ocan tell the House
that the Government believe that there is nothing either in the Treatv of Rome,
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sharing of the fincnoial cost and impose (n our balance of payments an additional
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There are also highly importent Commonwealth interests, mainly in the field
of agrioculture, for which it is our duty to' seek safeguards in the negotiations,
These include in particulor the special preoblems of New Zealand and of Commonwealth
sugar producing oountries, whose needs are at present safeguarded Wy the Common-
wealth Sugar Agreement, We have, as the House knows, bean in touch with all our
Commonwealth partners, and will make special arrangements tn keep in close consul-
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Agoin as the House knows, capital movements raise qestions of speoial lmpor-
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Another important issue is the question of regional policies. Here too we
had to satisfy ourselves that we should be able, as members of the Community, to con=
time to toke the necessary steps to ensure the industrial and social devel ment of
those areas of the country with which this House is always and rightly})oonoerned.
Our disoussions with the Heads of the Governments of the Community, not least the
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As I have said, these are major and important issues but I can tell the House
that the Government believe that there is nothing either in the Treaty of Roms,
or in the practical working of the Community which need make them :Lnsolublel.
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Mr.Speeker, I have gone into some detail about certain speocific eoconomic issues,
on whioh hon.Members are rightly ooncermed. But the Govorment'a decision has been
motivated by broader considerations of economioc policy and atill wider arguments to
whioh I will turn later. On the eoonomlo arguments each hon. Member will make hﬁ.s
own judgment of the effeot on exports and imports, on industrial produotivity and
investment. Equally, every hon.l(ombor muat make his own assessment of the ooontnio
oonsequenoes of not going iato the Community and, in an age of wider economio
groupings, of seeking to achieve and maintain viability outside.

But all of us are aware of the long~term potential for Europe, and therefore
for Britain, of the oreation of a single market of approaching 300 million people,
with all the scope and incentive which this will provide for British industry, and
of the enormous possibilities whioh an integrated strategy for technology, on a

~ truly Continentql scal., oan oreate. I am glad to say that my right hon.Friend and
I found that this conoeyt has made o great impaot throughout Burope.

But whatever the eoonomio arguments, the House will realise that, as I have
repeatedly made clear, the Goverament's purpose derives above all from our recogni-
tion that Europe is now faoed with the opportunity of a great move forward in
political unity and that we ocan - and indeed must - play our full part in it,

We do not see European unity as something nmarrow or inword-locking. Britain
has hor own vital links through the Commonwealth, and in other ways, with other
oontinenta. So have other European countries. Together we oan ensures that Europe
plays in world affairs the part whioh the Burope of today is not at preaent'plawin'g.
For o Europe that fails to put forword ita full cconomic strength will never have
the politioal influence which I believe 1t ocould and should exert within the United
Nations, within the Weastern Alliance, and as a means for effeoting o lasting detente
between Enst ond Weat; and equally oontributing in ever fuller measure to the
solution of the world's North-South problem to the needs of the developing world.

It is for all these reasons that we intend to pursue owr application for member
ship with all the vigour and determination at our oommand,

The House will .of ocourae wish to debate this decision at the earliest opportunity
and arrangements will be made for a three day debate next week when the House will be

invited to pass a motion approving this present statement, which will be presented

as a Vthite Paper, ‘e shall seek to meet the requirements of Parliaoment for the fullest
possible information over the coming wdeks. A first paper denling with Agrioculture
will be available later this week and we shall take the opportunity of the debate,

and of further \ihite Papers ....:3 will be lald, to enable Parliament, and publiec
opinion generally, to form a full, fair and. informed Jjudgment of the great isaues

involved. @
For all of us :reclise that this is a historic deoision whioch ocould well : :

i:termine the future of Britain, of Burope and indeed of the world for decades
oome «
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