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COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL

1. The Community concluded the Convention for the protactlo of
the Med|terranean Sea against pollution (77/686/EEC)(1) on
25 July 1877.

The Member States concerned (Spain, France, Greece and
Italy) ratified the Convention In 1878, 1878 and 1879
respectively.

2. The Convention and the four Protocols to it (on dumping,
cases of emergency, pollution from |and-based sources, and
speclally protected ereas) are agresments within the
framework of the Unlited Nations Environment Programme and
constitute Joint action by the coastal B8States of the
Maediterranean Sea to prevent, reduce and combat pollution,
and to protect and improve the marine environment of that
Sea.

3. Articles 6 and B of the Protocol on the protection of the
Mad | terranean Sea against polliution from |and-based sources
to the Convention lay down In particular

- that the Contracting Parties shal| underteke to el iminate
poliuvtion from |and-based sources of the Protocol area by
the substances |isted in Annex | and drastically reduce
pollution due to the substances and sources I|isted In
Annex || to the Protocol.

Article 14(2) of the Protocol! provides, furthermore, that
meetings of the Parties to it shall have the purpose in
particular of reviewing and amending any annex to the
Protoco! where necessary (sub-paragreph (b)) and dreawing up
and adopting programmes and measures In accordance with
Articles 6, B and 16 (sub-paragraph (c)).

4. Recommendat ions for restrictions on discharges of
organohalogen compounds (DDT) and waste lubricating olls
using organostannic compounds, to provide a basis for the
adopt ion of appropr late legal and/or administrative
measures, will be submitted for adoption to the Sixth
Meet ing of Contracting Parties to the Convention for the
protection of the Mediterransan Sea against pollution, which
will be held at Athens on 3-8 October 18688.

5. The Commission is of the opinion that the negotlating brief
must aiso Iinclude programmes for the reduction of, and
appropr iate measures in respect of, certaln other substances

(zinc, copper, lead, nickel, chromium, selenium and
arsenic), becauss discussions on this subject have already
begun.

(1) OJ L 240, 19.09.1977.
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6. The Community already has directives on the subject. As

regards the substances included in the preceding paragraph
the Commission Is of the oplinion that it Iis for the
Contracting Parties to draw up reduction progremmes laying
down, among other things, standards for discharge subject to
authorization.

. The Counci! Iis consequentiy requested to aspprova the
following :

- The Community, represented by the Commission, wil]
participate In the negotiations concerning the adoption
of measures relsting to discharges of organohalogen
compounds and waste lubricating oils using organostannic
compounds, and of reduction programmes and approprliate
measures in respesct of theses substances.

= The Commission will express the Community's position In
consultation with tha Member States and In accordance
with the atteched nagatiating brief.




ANNEX |

Negotiating brief

The Commission will ensure that decisions on recommendations
under the Convention for the protection of the Mediterransan
Sea against pollution are not Iincompatible with existing
Community rules.




ANNEX 11

The Community has the folliowing directives :

76/484/EEC on pollution caused by certain dangerous
.ub.t.ancoT dlochar-god into the aquatic environment of the
Commun ity ), following substances are Iincluded In
Annex II t.o t.hla Directive : zinc, copper, |eed, nickel,
chromium, cedmium and arsenic;

74/439/EEC on the disposal of waste oils(2);

87/101/EEC gsundlng Directive 74/438/EEC on the disposal of
waste ol s

88/260/EEC on (imit velues end quality objectives for
discharges of certain dengerous subs z?cco included in List |
in the Annex to Directive 78/484/EEC

Common position adopted by the Councli!| on 3 May 18688 with a
view to the adoption of a Council Directive amending for the
eighth time Directive 78/788/EEC on the approximation of the
lows, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member
States relating to restrictions on the marketi and usse of
certein dangerous substances and pr.par'at.lon-( . Paragreph
21 reiates to organostannic compounds.

The Conmission has sent to the Councl |

In 1883, a cml?ﬂ.lon on srsenic In ths fremework of
Directive 78/484/EEC :

a propoorl for a Directive on water quality objectives for
ium(7) modified In ss to Incl concentration
Iimits for chromium in water

(1) 0OJ L 120, 18.06.1978.
(2) OJ L 104, 26.07.19786.
(3) OJ L 42, 12.02.1087.

(4) OJ L 181, 04.07.1988.

(8) Counecil Doc. 8083789, 18.04.1980.
(6) COM(83)308, 02.06.1983.

(7) 0J C 381, 31.12.1988.

(8) COM(88)20 final, 20.01.19088.





