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Crr\^1 L,lb
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

-

1. Protocol No 5 annexed to the Convention between the ACP States and

the EEC (Lom6 II) provides that the. products'fa_[ting within sutj-

heading No 22.09 C I of the CCT (rum, arrack, tafia), originating
in the ACP States, shaLt be imported duty free into the Community.

These preferentiaL arrangements are restricted to a quantity which

is to be fixed annual.l.y by the Communiiy on the basis of the Largest
quantities imported.annuaLLy from the ACP States during the tast
three years for which stitistics'are avaiLabLe, increased by certain
annuat growth.rates.

But in order that this tariff measure is aLso appticable in Greece

an adapting protocol to the Convention must be conctuded between the
ACP States and.the Community. Because such a protocot does potg1ill
,the tariff measure in question wiLl. appty onty to the Community of
Nine.

2. The prefenentiaI system in question shoutd ther'efore be put into
force and a Community tariff quota shoutd be opened fon rum,

arrack and tafia-originating in the ACP States. Because-there

h.as 3Lready been taken an identicaL measure untiL 30'June 1981

. this tariff quota shouLd,be opened for.the period 1 JuLy 1981 to
30 June 1981.

3. Community imports of the.goods concerned during the tast three
years were as fotlow :

- in trectolitres of pure aLcohot -'- in *rectoIitres

1978 1979 1980

Bene Lux

Denma rk

Germany

F rince
I re Land

Ita ty
.United Kingdom

EC

6 ?18
.1 

559

30 566

2 771

? 43?

343

90 363

134 ?55

:

j

4 897
-1 661

?4 587

. ?899
? 337

474

94 778

15 860

1 ?5e
34 ?95

4 194

? 1?4

413

85 4?3

144 ?68131 633 T
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The quota voLume to be taken lnto account gn thls basis for the

period 1 JuLy 1981 to 30 June 1982 shouLd be 189 O29 hectoLitres

of pure alcohoL .

.4. The administration of this tariff measure in the form of a Community

tariff quota has the aim qf ensuring that ;

- imports of the products in question do not exceed the gLobaL

voLume f ixed,

- each Community importer has equaL and continrort access to the

said quota,

- the preferentiaL rate is appLied rvithout interruption to aLL

imports in atL the Member States, and

- in particuLar, the prgferentiaL'rate is appLied unifornly ancl

constantLy throughout the Community,

The faci'Lity for draning supptementary quota-shares from the

Community reserve and the obtigation to return unused quantities -
two fundamentat ruLes in the context oi Community. measures -
are capabLe of being run in accordance urith these principLes.

5. For these reasons the provisions of the ReguLation prov'ide for the

spLitting up of the quota votume into two parts, the'first of which

wiLL be aL[ocated among the Member.States as quota shares, with the

second forming a reserveo

The caLcuLation of these shares is baselon the imports of the
products in question from ACP States during the previous three
yearsr 19781 1979,1980 and the economic outLook for the period
in question, respecting, however, the growth rates mentioned

under point 1.

6. The annexed tabte shows in detaiL the amounts actuaLLy charged,
against the tariff quotas in question (periods lgl|lZBr lgZB/Zg,

, 1979 I 80 and 1980/81 ) .

7. It is proposed that the draft for a CounciL ReguLation described
above shoutd be approved (see annex).

1.
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ProposaL. for a
couNCrL REGUTJ\TION (EEq :

opening, allocating and providing for the administration of a Community tariff quota for
rum, arrack and tafia fdling within subheading 22.09 C I of the Common Customs Tariff

d originating in the ACP Stater (1981/8?)

THE COI,INCIL OFTHE EUROPEAN COMMI.'NMES,

Having regard to the Treary establishing the European
Economic Communiry, and in.partiorlar Article 113
thercof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,

Whereas Protocot No 5 annexed to the

Second ACP-EEC Convention, signed at
Lom6 on 31 0ctobe t 1979 () ,

provides that products
originating in thc ACP Statcs - which fall within
sutrhcading 22.09 C I of thc Common Customs Tariff'shall, until the entry into force of a common
organizarion of the market io spirirs, be allowed into
thc Communiry free of customs duties under conditions
such as to permit the development of traditional trade
flos's berwcen the ACP States and the Communiry and.
berween the Member States; whereas the Communiry
shall fix cach ycir the quantiries which may be
imported free of cUstoms duties on the basis of the
largest quantides imported annually from the ACP
States into the Communiry in the past rhree years for
which statistics are available, increased by an annual
growth rate of 40 % on the market of the United
Kingdom and .18 "/o on the orher markets of the
Communiry;

\r,'i'crcrf, rincc r Protr'(ol rl providcd for in Anirle
I r$ of llrc1979 Act of Accession of Greece does not exist, the
C,'n1n1u6i1y mutt erl(rltt tlrc i113.1111.t rcfcrrcd to in
A'ticle I l9 of thc A, t; *hcrcrr rhe trriff mclrurc
r.rril(c(,t(d will, rlrcrrf0rc, rpply to rhc comnruniry as constituted
prior to the accession of Greece;

\Vht'reas, having regard to the levels reached by imports
of thc producrs conccrned inro the Community and thc
Member Statcs during the past three years for which
statistics are availablc, thc size of the tariff quou for the
pcriod 1 July 1981 to 30 June 1982 should bc fixed at

1Eg 0Zg hcctolitrcs of pure alcohol;

t\

(1) 0J No 1347, ?7..1?.1980, p. 141.
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\I'hcreas it is in particrltar nc,crssar), to ensure for all
Community.imponcrs cqual and uninterrupted access

to thc abovcmcntioned quota and, unintcrruptod
application'of the ratcs laid down for that quota to all
inrports of the products concerned into all Member
Statcs until the quota has been uscd up; whereas, having
regard to the above principles, the Communiry narure
of the quota can be respected by allocating the
Communiry tariff quota among the Member States;

Whereas, during the.past three ycars for which'statistics
are availablc, the corresponding impons by each of the

Member States represcnt the following percentages of
the impons into the Community from the counuies in
guesdon of the products concerned:

Vt'.r..r, in view of these factors, of market forecasts
for thc products in quesrion and ' of the
estimares submined by certain Mernber States, initial
quora .shares may be fixed approximately at the
following percentages:

Benelux
De'nmark 

'

Germdny
France
Ireland
Italy
United Kingdom

6:58
1.?6

21.90
?..40
1 .64',
0.30

65.97'

t

Mcmbcr Statcr 1978 t979 1980

Bcnelux

Dinmark

Germany

Franie

lreland

Italy / :

United Kingdom

4.6,

l.z
22.8

2.0

1'8

0.3

67.3

3.7

1.3

18.7

i.z
'1.8

0.3

72.0

11.0
1.4

?3.7
?.9
1.5
0.3

59.?
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\rVhercas; in order to rake into account impon trends

for the products conccrned in the various Member

Srates, the guota volume should be divided into rwo

insratmcnts, ih" fittt bcing shared among the Member

Statcs and thc second constiruting a rcserye to cover at a

latcr date the requirements of Member States which

have used up their inirial quota shares; whereas, in
order to give importers in eaih Member State a cetilin
degrcc of security, the first instalment of the

Cdmmuniry quota should, under thp Present
circumstances, 6e fixed at * % of the quota volume;

'Whereas the Member States' initial shares may be used

up at diffcrent dmes; whereas, in ordet to teke this fact

into account and avoid any break in continuiry, any

Mcmber State which has almost used up its initial share

must draw an additional share from 'the reserve;

whereas this must be done by each Member State as and

when each of its additional 'shares is almost entirely

used up, and rcpeatcd as many .tt-..s a: the reserve

allows; whcreas ihe initial and additional shares must

be valid until'the end of the quota period; whereas this

method of administration requires close cooperarion

berween the Member States and the Commission, and

the Commission nrust be in a position'to monitor the

extent to which tlre quota volume has been used up and

inform the Member States thereof;

Whcrcas i( at a given date in the quota period, a

considerable quantiry is left over in any Member State,

it is essential that that Ivtember State should return a

significant,proportion to the reserve to Prevent a part of
th-e Community quota from remaining unused in one

Member State rvhen it could be used in others;

\0ilhcreas, since the Kingdom of Belgium, the Kingdom
of the Netherlands and the Grand Duchy of
Luxembourg arc united rvithin and iointly represinred
by the Benelux Economic Union, any oPeration relaring

to the administrarion of the quota shares allocated to
that economic union may bc carried out by any oue of
its members,

(,
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HAS ADOTTED TTIIS REGTJLATION:

'Article 
1

From I July l981ro 30 June 198J rum, arrack and
tafia falling within subhe ading 22.09 C I of the
Common Customs Tariff and origiriating in thc ACP
States, shall be imported dury freelnto rt-. Coriuni.y€s constituted priar to the accession
of Greece within the Limits of a Community, tariff quota of 189 029
hectotitres of pure atcohot.

Article'2

1.. .Jl. C..o1.*yli,y'tariff quota referr'ed to in Article 1

shall be dividcd into two instalments.

2. A first instalment, 
",nornting 

to170 lzfectolitres

shall be shared amdng 
. 
rhe 'Member States; the

respective shares, which subiect to Article 5 shall be
valid until30June 19Q, shall be as follows:

aIcohot)
Bcnclux

Dcnmark
Germani
France

Ireland

Italy
Unitcd Kingdom

(hectolitres of Pure
_ 11 194

? 144. 3t cia+
4 082

, ?875
110

' ' 11? ?3?

3. Thc second instalment orlE 
90llr.ool,*o

constitute thc reservi.
t)

\

Article 3 .

1. lf gO % or more of a Member State's initial share as
specified in Article 2 (21; ot of that share, minus the
portion retumed to the reserve, where Article 5 is
applied, has. been used up, that Member State shall
without dclay, by notifying the Commission, draw a
second share equal to 15 o/o of its initial share, rounded
up where- necessary to the next unit, to the extent
permined by the amodnt of the reserve.

2, If, after its inirial share has been used'up , 90 ;/o ot
more of the second share drawu by a Member State has
becn used up, that Member State shall, in accordance
with thc conditions laid down in paragraph 1, draw a
third share equal to 7'5 o/" of. its initial share, rounded
up where neccssary to the next unit.

shall

1
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· 3. If, after its second share has been used up, 90% or 
more of the third share drawn by a Member State has 
been used up, that Member State shall, in accordance 
with the same conditions, draw a fourth share e-qual to 
the third. 

This process shall continue until the reserv!= is used up. 

4. By way of derogation from par~graphs 1, 2 and 3, a 
Member State may draw shares smaller than those ftxed 
in those paragraphs if there is reason to believe that 
they might not be used up. It shalt' inform the 
Commission of its reasons for applying this paragraph. 

Article 4 

Additional shares drawn pursuant t~ Article 3 shall be 
valid until 30 June 198 2. 

Article 5 

The Member States shall return to the reserve, not later 
than 1 Marc H. 98 2, the unused portion of their initial 
share which, on 15 I 1982, is in excess of 20% of 
the initial volumr. They may return a larger quantity if 
there are grounds for believing that this quantity m~y 
not be used. · 

The Member States shall, not later than 1Marcli982, 
notify the Commission of the total quantities ot the said 
goods imported up to 15 l· 198 2 inclusive and 

. Februarv charged agamst the Community qu6ta, and of any 
quantities of the initial shares returned to the reserve. 

Article 6 

The Commission shall keep an account of the shares 
opened by the Member States pursuant to Articles 2 and 
3 and shall as soon as it has been notified, inform each 
State of the ext.ent to which the res_erve has been used 
up. 

It shall inform the Member States, not later than 5 March 
1982, of the amount in the reserve after quantities have 
been returned pursuant to Article 5. 

The Commission shall ensure that the drawing which 
uses up the reserve is limited to the balance available 
and to this end shall specify the amount thereof to the 
Member State which makes the last drawing. 

/February 
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Article 7 
. .

1. Thc Mcmbcr States shall rake all nriasures necessary
to cnsure that addirional shares drawn pursuant ro
Articlc 3, arc opencd in such a way that imports may be
chargcd without intcrruption against their accumulatcd
shares of_the Communiry quoti.

2. The Member States shall ensure that importers of
the said products established in their territory have free
access ro the shares allocared to rhem.

3. The extenr to which a Member State has used up its
share shall be determined on the basis of the imports of
the goods' in question entered with th. tustoms
authorities for free circulation.

-6-

. Article g

1. Member Srates shall inform the Commission each
month of impons acnrally charged against the tariff
quota.

2. The Commission shall regularly info.,i the Member
States of the extent to which the tariff quota has becn
used up.

3 . tfilhere neccssary, consultations may be held at thc
request of a Member Statc or on the initiativc of the
Commission.

, Article .9

The Commission shall take all necessary measures, in
close cooperation with the Member States, to ensure the
implementadon of this Regulation.

Article 10 .

Council Regulation (EEC) No 1470/80 of 9 Jun'e 1980
on the safeguard measuris provided for in the second
ACP-EEC Convention 1t) shall apply in respect of thc
products covered by this Regulation.

Artich 11

This Regulation shall enter into force on 1 July 198 1 .

\"

(r) OJ No L 147,13.6. 1980, p. 4.
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This Regularion shall bc binding in its enrirety and direcrly applicable in all Member States.
,/-

Done at Bnrssels,

For the Council

The President
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