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COMMUNICATION FROM THE - COMMISSION T0 THE COUNCIL

on Community rules 1n the veter1nary, zootechn1cal and an1mal-

-

welfare fields

The'Commission has been working in the veterinary, zootechnical and animal
protection fields for many years with the aim of l1beral1zwng trade and at

the same time ensuring the h1gh degree of hygiene necessary for protect1on

of the health of consumers, the’ 1mprovement in health’ and breeding standards

indispensable for higher productivity in farming and inplementatipn\of the

measures requ1red for the protection of animals in modern stock-farming

{

!
)

Full attainment of these objectives requires the consolidation of and
additions tolexdsting Community legislation, as indicated jn'the'work-pro-
gramme. adopted by tne éouncit in 1978 4and its Resolution of 29 July 1981.

To this end, as announced in”its priority programme for 1981, the Comm1ss1on

has. transm1tted or shall transm1t 10 proposats as follows:

1. Revision of Directive 64/433/EE€ on intra-Community.trade in fresh‘meat

This Directive was adopted nearly 20 years ago. It needs many technical
adjustments in the‘light of advances.in scientific knowledge and production
techn1ques and of experience of 1ts appl1cat1on. Its requ1rements will
become less rigid (alternative methods of meet1ng certain slaughterhouse
requ1rements) but there w1ll be no relaxat1on in the hygiene standards

1nd1spensable,for consumer prote£t1on.‘

* Four "important new prbv%sions will also be introduced :

. 1

- the pr1nc1ple ‘of meat controtl at the po1nt of product1on, 1n order that -

“all controls Later on are made under the same cond1t1ons as those carr1ed
out on meat of national origin. .

- the principle. that the cost of control must be met from the price of the
product (this principle has atready been adopted by the Comm1ss1on in
the proposal on. hormones and it should permit effect1ve control and at
the- _same time prevent distorsions of competit1on).


collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Text Box


- inspection of siaughterhousés by Community officials. This 'is already
done in Third Countriés and the basis for such control atready exists in
the COmmunity for- pouLtry slaughterhouses. It is necessary to extend
-4t to the - slaughterhouses covered by the Directive, as Parliament has
requested, in order to create the conditions for better application of
theiﬁiregtive throughout the Community.

- the introduction of microbiologicat controt methods in order to
guarantee the quality of hygiene of the production.

2. Revision of Directive 72/462/EEC on trade with Third countrieg

»

This Directive is of great. importance as it contains the common import
rutes necessary for. free movement in the Community and at the same time
ensures the level of hygiene indispensable for consumer protection_and

- sets the health standards required for proper protection'of tivestock.
As with Directive 64/433/EEC, technical adjustments are requ%red, but also
to reflect the experience acquired in the Community inspectibns that have
already been made.

\

3. Personnel responsible for health inspébtion, control and surveillance.

In Community Legistation this responsability is given to veterinar{ans
who are spec1ally qual1f1ed by virtue of their sc1ent1f1c and technical
training. AlLL the Member States adhere to this principle except the
United Kingdom, where certain work is carried out by specific-
non-veterinarian personnel (Environmental Health Officérs), which is,
however, covered by temporary provisions. On the basis of a rebort from
a panel of independent experts two proposals have been drawn up allowing
these officers to continue to be used for certain work and at the same
time reaffirming the need for veterinary surveillance. They involve
changes to th{s effect in Directive; 71/118/EEC (poultrymeat) and
77/99/EEC (meatproducts).

4. Microbiology
Prevention of microbial/contamination of foods of animal origin, in
part1cu[ar meat, is essential to ensure protect1on of consumer health.
Microbiological factors are at the root of numerous health d1ff1cult1es,

which can effect trade (salmonellae problem).
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There are two proposals. One defines in ‘a Council Dec1s1on general principles
for estabt1sh1ng Community m1crobiolog1cat standards. The other, amending

‘:D1rect1ve 71[118/EEC, deals with the speciat probtem of poultry slaughter-

houses by defining control methods’ to be used to ensure that poultrymeat
meets quality health standards. The most important area covered is chilling
of carcases by immersion in a counter-flaw of.

Notification of animal diseases

The‘pbinciple'of notification of certain contagious diseases is already

established in the Community. Directives covering trade. The rules now
proposed are required to 1nst1tute a rapid and rel1able harmon1zed system

of close cooperation between the Comm1ss1on and the administrations of

‘the Member States.

i

Such a system is 1mportanf if free movement is to be combined with a Llower

risk of propagation of diseaée, and a Directive is propésed for this purpose.

Council Directive on the control of antibiotic residues in fresh meat.

"
P

%he Europeen ParLiamentAhas stressed the importance of the problem
concerning antibiotics in meat.

The present proposa@ ensures the priﬁcipte for control of the absence of
alt deteetabte antibiotic residues in meat and especially the'fieancing.
of this control wh1ch will be supported in the slaughterhouse by the
product and the - 1ntroduct1on of community on-the=-spot 1nspect1on, in order
to ensure un1form appl1cat10n within the Community.
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7. Extension for two years of the accelerated programme for eradication of

tuberculosis, brucellosis and teukosis in cattle.

The success of the initial programmes neceséitates an extension to achieve
complete elimination of these diseases, an essential objective for the pro-
tection of human health and for the achievement of trade flujdity. The
cost to the Community of this tud-year'extension can be estjmated at

35 million ECU whilst remaining within the previously approved estimatesf

\ N

' 8. Protection of laying hens in cages

. % L
In accordance with the Council Resolution of 22 July 1980, a report has
been elaborated on the presenf state of knowledge available , and on this
basis a proposal for a Directive to establish the minimal criteria to

. protect laying hens in battery cages has been prepared.

111. Adoptioﬁ of these proposals will constitute a major step towards consolidation
of the Community’s provisions. A number of additions to the provisions will
be still be réquired, however. The Commission is working on these at preseht
and will be making proposals for Council Directives as follows =

' = additions to rules on residues of antibiotics ; ‘
- a proposal on med?cated feedingstuffs complementing the proposed Directive
" on veterinary medicines ; _

= animal health protection measures to be taken when live sheep and goats
and game meat are imported into the Community in order to prevent the
transmission of a number of diseases against which safeguards'already
existing in the Community's rules are not legally appliable in the case
of such animals and meat ; . .

- intra~Community trade and imports of cattle and pig semen and fertilized ova
to offéet the health difficulties of importing live breeding animals from
certain tountries and sa eguard the Community livestock ;

T‘COmmunity measures to combat foot-and-mouthdisease ;

- safeguards against Aujeszky's disease in intra~Community trade in live pigs.

o
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IV: The Commission reminds the Council that a'ndmbeﬁ of propdsals already
presented require rapid adoption, particularly those on mi Lk and on,
changes n Directwve 71/118/EEC (trade in pouttrymeat) '

V. An urgent increase in the numbers of sfaff/responsible for prepafing and
'supervising>cdmmunjfy Legistation is indisbensab}e if all the work of

; ‘ﬁbeparation and application involved in the Commission's proposéd aption
- in the.veterinary, zootechnical and animal . wélfare areas is t6 go . ahead.

/o
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1‘)on the action programme

In-its communication to theVCOuhcil on 6 March 1978
in the veterinary, zootechnical and animal welfare fields and on the staff
numbers required for this work, the COmmiss%on estimated its requirements
at 12 permanent and 17 temporary grade A posts (plus a number of B and €

posts).

'

The Commission's bu&get proposals for‘1929 included an intial request for

9 permanent and 12 temporary grade A posts. The Council granted 12 temporary
. posts, which have been f1lled Out of the 32 posts granted by the Coubcil in
response to the Commission' s general. application, three were made available

to the veter1nary services by the Commission.
R ) <
Thus of the 29 grade A (permanent and temporary) posts considered necessary

to the work\appfoved of by the Council the Commission's veterinary services
have received 15 posts 3 permanent and 12'tgmporary).-This explains the
delay in édministering tﬁe texts adopted and the difficulties: in implementiﬁg
the Council's requests in the f1elds of animal protect1on and zootechnics.
Aware of the d1ff1cult1es that thls is causing with regard to the necessary
work of harmonization, the Commission will, as part of the budgetary pro-
cedure, be presenting an urgent request to the Council for a second addition
to staff numbers to cover the requirements set out in the 1978 Communication
that have not yet been met and in addition to p(ovide it with staff dumbers
required if it is to cope with the new obligations that_ have been imposed

on it ip the meantime. In particular, an A grade post is required to cover
scientific research work on animal protection. ‘ i

1) Doc. R/567/78 (AGRI 173) (FIN 154), 13 March 1978.
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