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Mr Georges SPENALE
President of the European
Parliament
Mr Philippe YACE
President of the National Assembly
of the Ivory Coast
Presidents of the ACP-EEC
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Dear Sirs,

At its first meeting of 14/15 July 1976, the ACP-EEC Council of Ministers
approved the report of activities submitted by the ACP-EEC Interim Committee
for the period between the signing of the Lomé& Convention on 28 February
1975 and its entry into force on 1 April 1976, and agreed to forward it to
the ACP-EEC Consultative Assembly for information.

In accordance with our instructions from the ACP-EEC Council of Ministers,
we enclose herewith a copy of this report in each of the languages of the Lomé
convention. If required, additional copies will be sent to your secretariat at

a later date.

The ACP-EEC Council of Ministers has thus complied with the wish
expressed by the ACP-EEC Consultative Assembly at its constituent meeting of
1-3 June 1976 to the effect that the text of this report of activities should

be made available to it so that it can be examined by the Joint Committee.

Yours sincerely,

DODOO LESORT

Secretaries to the ACP-EEC
Council of Ministers

Fr.-jj.sr/idn CA 33



1. The ACP-EEC Interim Committee was set up by the
exchange of letters effected on 28 February 1975 on the
occasion of the signing of the Lomé Convention concerning a
number of interim provisions which the Community and the ACP
States agreed to apply pending the entry into force of the
Convention,

The Committee, composed of representatives appointed

on the one hand by the Community -~ the Permanent Representa-
tives of the Member States and a Commission representative,
together with a representative of the European Investment
Bank to cover matters concerning the Bank - and representatives
appointed on the other by the ACP States - the 46 ACP

' Ambassadors accreditedq, to the Community -~ was instructed to
prepare, as from 1 March 1975, the entry into force of the
Convention,

2 The Committee's tasks included:
- implementation of the provisions concerning
- 1rade co-operation, inclu'ia_ administrative co-operation
~n the rules of origin;

= industrial co-operation;
= the Protocol on ACP sugar;
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- implémentation of statistical and administrative co-operation
regarding the system for stabilizing export earnings;

-~ preparation of the draft Rules of Procedure of the Council
of Ministers and the Committee of Ambassadors;

- arrangements for the consultations on presentation of the
Convention to GATT,

It was also agreed that any problems raised by the
autonomous application of certain provisions of the Convention
as from 1 July 1975 would be discussed in the Interim Committece
if one of the Contracting Parties so requested.

The Interim Committee held seven meetings, on 11 April 1975,
16 Nay 1975, 22 October 1975, 17 November 197>, 23 February 1976,
27 February 1976 and 29 March 1976. Following the last
meeting, which immediately preceded the entry into force of
the Lomé Convention on 1 April 1976, the Interim Committee
agreed to submit to the ACP-EEC Council of Ministers a revort
on all its activities, which covered all the major areas
dealt with in the Lomé Convention.



I, INSTITUTIONS

The Interim Committee began and concluded its
proceedings with the adoption of a number of provisicr
the institutional field.

At its first meeting, it agreed on the broad lines of
its Rules of Procedure, which it adopted at a later date.
They provide for the Committee to be chaired jointly by the
Chairman of the ACP Committee of Ambassadors and the Chairmar
of the Permanent Representatives Committee, for notice to be
given for meetings, for a guorum rule and for the setting up
of six Sub-Committees in the fields of trade co-—operation,
customs co-operation, stabilization of export earnings, sugar,
industrial co-operation and financial and technical co-opera-
tion respectively, without prejudice to the permanent joint
group on bananas provided for in Protocol No 6 annexed to
the Convention.

The Rules of Proc. > 2 Ve Interim Committee also
contain procedural provisions applying to the sub-Committees
and the Banana Group, which are to report on their vroceedings
to the Interim Ccmmittee.
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lastly, they entrust a joint Secretariat, assisted by
the General Secretariats of the ACF States and of the Council
of the Furopean Communities, with the task of providing
the secretariat and carrying out other duties which the work
of the Committce, sub-Committees and the Banana Group entail.
The Secretariat was provided by an ACP Joint Secretary - in
the person of the Secretary-General of the ACP States - and
on the side of the Community a Joint Secretary - in the
person of the Director for the ACP at the General
Secretariat of the Council of the European Communities.

Throughout its work, therefore, the Interim Committee
operated within an institutional structure which was both
flexible and dynamic, enabling it to carry out successfully
the tasks entrusted to it. The sub-Committee and the Banana
Group which all met during'the interim period, in some cases
many times, carried out a technical examination of the
problems and at the same time a political assessment of the
solutions which could be considered in those sectors for
which they were responsible, Since, however, there existed
no joint body at ministerial level, the Committee left open
the possibility of carrying out an overall assessment and of
adopting the solutions which appeared most avpropriate in the
overall context of the co-operation set up by the signature
of the Convention.
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The Committee was also able, at its final meeting or
29 March 1976, to finalize the draft Rules of Procedure
of the Council of Ministers and of the Committee of
Ambassadors, for recommendation to the Council. The
functioning of the Interim Committee, insvired by the clir. .
of understanding engendered through the Lomé Conventién,‘
given both sides considerable satisfaction, Accordingly it
will be readily understood why the rules prorosed for the
Committee of Ambassadors are not significantly different
from those of the Interim Committee. The draft Rules of
Procedure of the Council of WMinisters are also based on those
Rules. It was however considered appropriate to introduce
certain adaptations to take account of the character of the
Council and in particular its level and the frequency of its
‘meetings.



II, TRADE CO-OPERATION

A considerable part of the Interim Committee's work
concerned trade co-operation, largely because the provisions
of the Convention relating to trade arrangements (chapter 1
of Title I and the Protocols and Declarations concerning
originating products, Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland,
fisheries, rum and bananas) and the provisions relating to
the arrangements to be applied to coal and steel were
implemented autonomously on 1 July 1975,

In this context the ACP States drew the Committee's
attention to certain aspects of the information and
consultation procedure provided for in the Convention whereby
it should be possible for information to be made available
at all times and consultations should take place whenever
the essential interests of the Parties may be affected.

They also strongly advocated that the Committee should, by
joint agreement, proyide for appropriate machinery whereby
they could be involved in the preparation of those Community
measures which were to apply to them, so that they could
make their positions known before the Community's

decisions were finalized,

After speaking of the need to act swiftly - if only to
draw up the Regulations and Decisions which would enable it
to fulfil the bulk of its obligations towards the ACP States
as from 1 July 1975 -~ the Community said that it was open
to the possibility of discussing questions of particular
concern to the ACP States. It proposed that a dialogue
should also be set up within the appropriate Committees in
order to clarify certain individual points.,
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‘A dialogue of this type begen at the first meeting of
the Sub-Committee on Trade Co-operation and continued on a

!

number of topics during the seven meetings held by tle cur
Committee, which reported on its work to the Interim
Committee after each meeting. The dialogue centred on the
following subjects:

1. Commmity pgeneralized preference scheme for 1976

. The ACP States, setting out their position regardir:
the improvement of generalized rreferences in the scheme
for 1976, expressed their fear that the generalized
preferences system would ercde their advantages under thre
Lomé Convention and put forward comments on this subject
which referred to the Council of the Furonean Communities
before it took its decision.

The Community repeated the princivles underlying the
system of generalized preferences for developing countries
which, in view of the special relationchip between the
Community and a rurbe * »f ttrere countries, especially
the ACP States, was one element of a bvalanceda overall
policy towards the third world, particularly the least
favoured countries., From a technical standpoint, it said
that corusideration could be given to the possibility of
withdrawing the offer, in whole or in part, in order to
remedy uny unfavourable situations that might arise in
the ACP States as a ra2ceudt of applying the system. The
Comaunity said that it was prejy.-ed to examine at any
tine and at the request of the ACP 3tates any difficulti-~s
caused Uy apprlying the preferencce schere icn wffected
the marketing of their products.
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2., Application by the ACP States of the provisions on trade

With regard to the application of Article 7 of the
Convention, which provides that the ACP States shall ' not
discriminate against or among the Member States and also
provides for treatment no less favourable than the most-
favourcd-nation treatment, a procedure was devised by
the ACP States whereby they could give details of any
measures they had taken or were if mnecessary to take in
order to apply this provision. While certain details
remained to be clarified, this information procedure had
generally speaking been functioning satisfactorily.,

In addition, in compliance with Article 8 of the
Convention which stipulates that each Contracting Party
must communicate its customs tariff to the Council of
Ministers within three months following the Convention's
entry into force, a fairly large number of ACP States
communicated their tariffs to the Interim Committee,
even before this deadline,
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3. Presentation of the Tomé Convention to GATT

The Interim Committee took the necessary steps to
ensure that the text of the Convention was forwarded to
- GATT and then presented to and defenced before the
relevant authorities of the General Agreement. Arnex I
to the Final Act indeed stipulated that the Contracting
Parties must consult when the trade provisions of the
Convention were presented and examined under GATT,

When GATT forward.? a questionnaire on the Lomé
Convention a procedure was established by the sub-
Committee on trade Co-operation, and confirmed by the
Interim Committee, to ensure that the renlies dealing
with questions of common interest were'joint.replies,
with a system of recivrocal information to ensure that
all the replies were consistent. The sub-Committee
examined the draft revlies drawvm up by the two parties
and was thus able to draft a common text (except for
statistical data which nrincipally concerned the
Community) whicl was . . ...ea to the GATT Secretariat
separately by the ACP States and the Community in mid-
March 1976,
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4, Community offer regarding tropical products in théAGATT

multi-lateral trade negotiations

The Community had informed the ACP States of the
content of the offer which the Commission proposed that
the Council of the Communities present regarding tropical
products in the GATT multilateral trade negotiations and
consultations were then held, in accordance with the
agreed procecdure, in both the Interim Committee and
the sub-Committee on Trade Co—operation.‘

Although the need to meet deadlines did not always
mgke it possible to give the ACP States all the time
they wished, the consultations enabled the ACP States ton
gstate their views, as regards both principles and
practical consequences, and the Community to become fully
cognizant of these views before adopting its offer for
¥ropical products. , '

The ACP States commented in particular that concessions
over and above those granted under the 1976 generalized
‘preferences scheme would probably increase the share
third countries enjoyed on the Community market at the
expense of the ACP States, They stressed the importance
to them of their exports of coffee and cocoa, products
which would account for approximately 80% of the
Community's offer, and while they were not against
granting trade advantages to other developing countries,
they felt it only right that, after the long and hard
negotiations on the Lomé Convention, they should be able
to derive real profit from the trade provisions of the
Convention,
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" The Community supplied some explanations concernins
the Commission proposals, indicating that they would
probabl; be amended before they were adopted by the
Council of the Communities. Subsequently, the Communit;
took the representations pui forward by the ACP States
into account to some extent when determining its offr
The offer which the Community finally clopied for .
tropical producis was communicated to the ACLY “taters fo
information in the first days of Anril.

«

L

5. Problems concernina certain agriculturel products

(a) Beef and wveal

At a meeting in Strasbourg on 18 June 1975 the
President of the Council of Ninisters of the ACP
States conveyed to the President of the Council of
the European Communities the concern felt by those
ACP States which export beef and veal at the
difficulties enccuntered in obtaining access for their
products to the Community rmarket (avrnlication of the
safeguard cle ~~ evtremel righ import levy, other
technical problems)., Tne ACP States submitted a
menorandum on this question,

Fol® .-wing exchanges of views in the sub-Committee
on "rade Co-operation the Community adopted on ’

7% Jure 197% a set of vrovisional »rculations arplicahle

rem 1 July until ? . ecemies 197, and designed to

~ersure that - in the exist- s =warket situation - the
pattern of e oHrts from the aCr L. 41 = varticularly
Bot: vana, to the Community wa. ful’v . ctefinl’
(derogation from the safeguard clause, S0% cut i

the import charges, technical measures to facilitate

the issue of licences),

@eo/oeo
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At the Interim Committee's meeting on 17 November 1975
the ACP States asked that the measures taken by the
Community be extended beyond 31 December 1975 without
interruption, so that the ACP States could continue to
export beef and veal to their traditicnal markets in the
Member States. After examining this request the Community
extended the regulations in question temporarily, until
30 June 1976 only,

(v) Cut flovers and foliage

S B et G T B A et Pt FHS i A ey e VL] A e Bt DS G i

On the basis of a memorandum referring to the
comnitments given by the Community when the Convention was
signed, the ACP States emphasized in the Interim Committe
the serious consequences for producers of applying custons
duties on cut flowers and foliage imported into the
Commmnity from Kenya in particular, =

The Community, which had undertaken - to grant the ACP
States duty-free entry as soon as common import arrangements
for this product were introduced, expedited its work in this
area and was able t6 implement the common import
arrangements and simultaneously grant the ACP States duty-~

free entry on 1 Januvary 1976, as it had undertaken to do when
the Convention was signed.

_.../...._
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II. Custors co-—operation

Protocol No 1 amnexed to the Convention concerning
the definition of the concept of "originating produc”
and nmethods of administrative co-operation, was implemen.--
in advance by the Conmunity and the ACP Stot s on tu. e
date (1 July 1975) &s on the trade provisions co-operation.
It was necessary to implement the Protocol in order to
apply these provisions satisfactorilye.

The bulk of the work, which was of an essentially
technical nature, was done in the sub-Committee on Customs
Co-operation, which met three times during the interim
period,

The sub-Committee discussed how originating status
was to be acquired, the documentary evidence to be
produced arid the problems of cumulative origin.- In this
context the sub-Committee also dealt with the difficulties
involved in issuing ZUR 1 certificates in some ACP States,
the requirement of some ACP Statec that an EJR 1 certificate
be presented for imporis oif products originating in the
Community or in some kiembter States, and the period of
validity of FUR 1 certificates in the light of the problem
of land=lc< . ed countries.

T this context it was felt to be desirable that the
Communit, prepare fo- *"1e Hewiit of users, a guide to the
applicatvion of Protocoi No ', 2nd that it organize informa-

ti 1 seminars.
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"lastly the ACP Staten submitted an application for a
derogatic.a from the rules of origin in accordance with
Article 27 of Protocol No 1 in respect of certain textile
products exported from Mauritius to the Community. The
Community is examining this.reguest which will be -
included in the Agenda of the first meeting of the
Council of Ninisters.

The Interim Committee was pleased at the excellent way
in which -the sub-Committg:e ‘on Customs Co-operation had
functioned., It was to be succeeded from the entry into
force of the Lomé Conven*gion '6n.1 April 1976 by the Customy
Co-operation Committee set up by Article 28 of Protocol M. 1.

Stabilizetion of exvport esrnitrs

(a) The Interim Committee, assisted by the sub-Committee
on the Stabilization of Export Earnings, which met on
two eccasions, was chiefly concerned with the period of
avplication of the stabilization system.

The system can in fact be implemented either on
the trasis of the period of application of the Convention
(which expires on 1 March 1980) or on that of calendar
years. For the sake of convenience, particularly as ‘
regards statistics and calculations, the Community
suggested that the calendar years 1975 to 1979 be used.
The ACTP States, although they did not adopt a position
on the duration of the stabilization mechanizm and
particularly on the date of 31 December 1979 for its
expiry, agreed that the system should cover a period
beginming on 1 January 1975,

-
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(c)
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czlculation and "figcures.

For calculating the reference level, the Conventiozn
having set & reference period of 4 yecars, it was agr--:
that the relevent methods of czlculation would be
establicshed jointly by experts of the ATP Titelzs ana i
Cormunity. The experts also carried out te :hnicwl o
of the choice of conversion coefficients for fob/cif

Despite the difficulties inherent in notifying
statistics monthly, L. wa. laid dovn that the ACP States
would make the static®?2s available to them at intervaic
en2bling financizl transfers to be made rapidly (gencrally
-on 2 monthly busis).

lMore generzlly, it was recognized that suitable stens

s e e bt it i o B $t s ottt B3 00k

particularly in the form of advances. The Interim
Committee and the Subcommittee were informed that
Commission officials have undertvzl:en missions to 36 AM?
States to discuss with their avthorities the rules of -
operation of the s, .: and to ectzblish the conditions
for its functioning. It emerged from these missionz that
the conditions for the operation of the system have Dbcen
met in all the ACP States, each of them having apynointed
the cificiels responcible for regular contacts with the
Cormission, for croscs-checking statistics (Article 17(1)),
for consultations (Article 12(4)(b;), for submitting
trancfer requests, ros sigiing transfer agreencnis and
Jor receiving funds.
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- The Commission has also put forward proposals for the
time-table of opereations to be carried out from 15 March %o
June 176 in respect of the year 1975.

(a)- Lastly, the ACP States brought up a number of specific

origin of products eligible to benelit from the system, the

W G Tt O e - — — —— T ot A e S S b Coom Y

of destination, flexible application of the reference vericd
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leather and groundaut sectors, They also asked for details
regarding transfer agreements and the appraisal of tran-fer
applications, e

Although the Community reserved its position on sone of
these suggestions, the proceedings of the Interim Conmitice
in a sphere as novel as that of the stabilization system
nonetheless gave grounds for hope that, the transfers in
respect of the year 1975 could, than’'s to the provisions
adopted, take place in the months immediately followinz tie
entry into force of the Convention on 1 April 1976. .

V. Sugar

Protocol No 3 on sugar has been applied since 1 Karch 1975.

It was thus the first of all the texts of the Lomé Convention to
enter into force, o

'. . oo;/ﬁoo
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To ensure th1e correct application of this Protocol tii»
Interinm Committee set up a Subcommittee on Sugar, which i.ch
0a three occasions,

The first two meetings were devoted to consultetions
with the ACP States regarding Commumiity regulations on te
commion organization of the market in suzar, and more . . kL,
regarding the inclusion in these regulations of sugar imported
vnder the conditions set out in Protocol No 3.

It was agreed that formal consultations on sugar,
particularly pursuant to Article 8 of the Protocol, should
nornally refer to the content of these Community regulations
aﬁd“not to draft{ texts. The Communify will, however, Tforward
thesc drafts to the ACP States for information. The areas
of consuliztion were also specified. Consultations would
likewicce take .place on re-allocations in the event of
inedecuate deliveries by an ACP State, Lastly, the operation
of the sugar Protocol will be regularly reviewed in +the
Subcommittee, in principle twice a year.

‘ The third meeting of the Subcommittee was convened in
responsc to a request pul vy the ACP States in the Interim
Cormmittee in accordance with Article € of Protocol Mo 3
for consultations on a proposal for a regulation of the Council
of the Buropean Cormnunities amending Regulation (EEC) Ko 3330/74
on tnc com.rn organization of the merket in sugar. The
amendne .o proposed by the Commission which concerned the
ACP S..tes dealt with the levyiing and reimbursement of
storaze costs and the creation ¢f a minimum stock (Comumunity
surar and prefercntizl sugar),

. ooo/ooo
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On the basis of Frotocol No 3, the ACP States disputed
during the consultation that the Community Regulations could,
uni ess otherwice stipulated, be automatically applied to
imported preferentizl sugar. They contended that the prior
consultavion and agreement of the ACP Staotes was necessary.
As regards practical details they pointed out that the
figures for Community sugar were different {from those for
preferential sugar and that the proposed amendments to
Regulation No 3330/74 were unnecessary in respect of
prefercntial sugar and could adversely affect the interests
of producer ACP States.

The Comnunity took note of these remarks, stating that
they would be reported to the Council of the Communities
and fully taken into consideration in further proceeding .

‘ate s

Industrial co-overation -

Priority was given in discussions during the interim
period on industrial co-operation provided for in Title III
of the Lomé Convention to the implemeniation of the provisionc
of 1'.- Convention relating to the setting up and rules of
operation of the Commi{tee on Industrial Co-operation and -
the Centre for Industrial Development.

In these discussions the Interim Cormittee and the
Subcomnittee on Industrial Co-operation, which held two
meetings (a third being écheduled for early April), endeavourcd
to ensure that the Committee of Ambassadors, to vhich fell
the tesk of establishing the composition and details of
operation of the Committee on Industrial Co-operation, would
be in a position to take rapid decisions and so enable this
co—operation to become effective as soon as possible after

cosfees
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the entry into force of the Convention. They were also avizre
of the paramount role of the economic operators in achievi=g
the objectives of the chapter on industrizl co-operation

and of the commitments entered into in this respect by the
signatorics to the Convention, particularly in Article 38
thereox, ’

As decided by the first meeting of the Subcommitte., 1.
Community forwarded to the ACP States, under cover of a letter
dated 14 November 1975, a communication dealing more specifi-
cally with the bodies provided for by the Convention and
. defining the tasks,; nature and composition of the Committee
on Industrial Co-operation und the Centre for Industrial
Co-cperation, the representation of the Centre on the Committee,
the participation of economic operators and the day-to-day
running of the Centre. Regular consultation of economic and
social circles was also mentioned.

The ACP States gave their initial reactions to the
Community suggestions regarding the Committee, which they
reserved the right to study further before adopting a position
on those regarding the Centre, particularly those on the
representation of the operators and on matters of financing.

In the supplementary memorandum, wvhich is to be discusced
at the third meeting of the Subcommittee scheduled for early
April 1976, the Community set forth its views, particularly
on the Cenire for Industrial Development, in the light of
the ACL otaves' reactions.

@@e/eos



- 21 =

It also drew up and immediately forwarded to the ACP
States a preliminary draft of the Statutes of the Centre.

The ACP States also forwarded to the Community a
draft statute concerning both the Committee for
Industrial Co-operation and the Centre for Industrial
Develonment,

The next stage will concern the setting up of the
Committee for Industrial Co-oreration and the Centre for
Industrial Develorment, the cornerstones of this entirely
new type of co-operation. In all likelihood the
prenaratory work done under the auspices of the Interim
Committeec will enable the Council of Ministers and
Comnmittee of Ambassadors to take decisions at their first
meetings on all the texts necessary for the smooth operatioh
of the bodies to which the Convention has entrusted this
co—operation,

ees/aoe
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VII. Financial and technical co=-overation

Although Title IV of the Convention and Protocol No o
on financial and technical co-operation are rnot among
the provisions which it was possible to implement in
advance, the Community and the ACP States were not inact -
in this sphere during the interim period. As part of
the permanent dialogue between the two parties, The "o ol i
communicated to the ACP States, together with its I:-
Agreement on procedures, the Internal Financial Agreemec..”
signed on 11 July 1975 by the Representatives of the
Governments of the Member States.

The Community L.« =2lso sent to the ACP States the
Decision of the Council ~f the Communities dated
30 July 1975 regarding the interim measures taken ty tho
Community in order to allow the provisions of the Lomé
Convention concerning financial and technical co-operatirn
to be implemented from the date of entry into force of
the Convention.

The sub-Committee on PFinancial and Technical Co-overation
held a first meeting during this period. At this meetiug,
the Community replied to the questions of the ACP States
regarding the in’er:ial "i-zreoinT Agreement. Thanks to
a spirit of mutual understanding, positivc progress was
made in this field at the proceedings, thus demonstrating
the uvsefulness of the vermenert dialogue under the

Conventione.
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The Community has also given details of the internal
work it has undertaken in execution of the Decision of
the Council of 30 July 1975. The Services of the
Commission and of the EIB have, for example, within
the framework of the application of Article 51 of the
Convention, proceeded to send programming missions to
the ACP States,

It was also pointed out that as a result of this decision
of the Council of the Communities, requests for financing
could be suvtmitted to the Community even before the
entry into force of the Convention in order that the
Services of the Commission and of the EIB could under-
take an examination of the projects and programmes
during the interim period.

Lastly the Commission has been authorized to make
the necessary avproaches with a view to estuclishing
Delegates in the new ACP States in order that technical
assistance could be provided if recuired in the
prevaration and implementation of projects and
programmes when an ACP State might wish to submit for
Community financing.,

On proposal of the ACP States, it was agreed that
the Committee would discuss at its next meeting the
ways of implementing the provisions of the Convention.
on regional co-operation, on measures in favour of the
least developed countries and regarding the micro-projects.
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VIII. Bananas .

Protocol No 6 on bananas provided, from the
signing of the Convention and without awaiting the
establishment of its institutions, for a permanent
joint group to keep under continuous review the nr-~res
made and to make such recommendations ag were co.sS.uerea
appropriate.

This joint group, which was set up and which
operates in the same way as the other sub-committees,
reported to the Interim Committee on the proceedings of
its inaugural meeting, opened on the basis of a
procedural proposal from the Community. After this useful
first contact, which enabled the joint grour to adopt
its overating procedures and to give consideration to
a work programme, the ACP States annoﬁnced their
intention of submitting to the Community their views
on how to improve the functioning and achieve the
objectives of Protocol No 6. It was agreed that the
Community would study these views as soon as it
received then so that it could make known its position
at the following lce.i.y v the permanent joint groivr.

VAT
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I[X. Reguests for accession to the Lomé Convention

Any country or territory to which the fourth part of the
Treaty of Rome spplies and which becomes indcpendent, or any
State whose economic structure and production are comparable with
those of the ACP States, may apply for accession fo the Loms
Convention and their applications are examined in accordance with
the conditions laid dovm respectively in Article 89 and
Article 90 of the Convention.

Before the Convention entered into force the Republic of
Cape Verde, Sao-Tomé and Principe, Papua MNew Guinez, the Comoros
and the Republic of Surinam applied for accession, Surinam zliso
asking permission to take part as an observer in the institu'ions
set up under the Convention pending its-actual accession.

The ACP States indicated that—they were in favour of these
States acceding to the Convention. The Community, for its vart,
informed the revresentatives of the ACP States of the terms of the
letters of reply sent to the Governments of some of the applicent
countries, in which they were assured that the Community woulcd
examine their applications sympathetically once the Convention had
entered intvo force. .
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The Interim Comnittee, which, since the Convention was *c¢

f-——

enter into force on 1 April 1976, held its seventh and last meetl -
in Prussels on 29 Warch 1976, reviewed its work with satisfacticr o
that occasion. Owver the past months it had succeeded in en.uring
that the provisions of the Convention covering those fields in w:i2h
it was 1mo1 mented in advance by the two parties (all the tradp =nd
customs co-Opcratlon provisions and the Protocol on sugar) ( ) were

put into effect in a satisfactory and orderly marmer ai.l, in adédiil |

«
H

it had paved the way for full application of the Couven'ir =~ - .17,
on its entry into force.

With this entry into force in mind, at its meeting on 29 Narch
the Interim Commifttee finalized the draft Rules of Procedure of the
ACP-EEC Council of linisters ¢nd Committee of Ambassadors. These
‘nstitutions, set up under Article 6¢ of the Convention, will thus
be able to-epprove their Rules of Procedure at their first meetings.
Steps have also been taken to ensure continuity at institutional level
pending the first meetings of the institutions proper. '

Before bringing the meeting to a2 close the Ambassadors of the
ACP States, the Permanent Representatives of the llember States and
the Commission representative expressed their confidence in the new
institutions and their certainty that they would operate in the same
atmosphere of mutual understanding and constructiveness which had

)

been a permanent feature oif Ji:¢ Interim Committee.

(1) The exchinge of letters of 28 February 1975 which prcvided for
inte i1 measures and set up the Interim Committee was due to
exp..'c on 29 February 1976 at the latest. Therefore, since the
Cox. _ntion diZ not enter ito force uniil 1 April 1976, *he
exchange of letters was exitended until 31 larch 1976 by a further
erchenze of letters of 22 February 1976,






