THIS SUMMARY, WHICH IS DICTATED DIRECTLY ON TO A
TYPEWRITER, IS PURELY PROVISIONAL AND THOSE WHO
PRODUCE IT ARE NOT T0 BE HELD OFFICIALLY RESPONSIBLE

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

Ordinary Scssion

Thursday, 23rd October, 1958, 9.30 a.m.

The Sitting opened at 9.%5 a.m., M. Robert SCHUMAN,

President, in the Chair.

Statement by Me WIGNY

Ms Plerre WIGNY, Beclgian Foreign Minister, and Member

of the Councills of Ministers of the Communities.

The Councils of Ministers were detecrmined to maintain

close contact with the Assembly.

He was s peaking perscnally, and not on bchalf of the

Council of Ministers. LFE 792
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Europe 1s still in the grips of an cconomic reccession
whereas in other parts of the world such a reccssion is
alrcady a thing of the past. Thc coal surplus crisis
esppciﬁllgfin Bclgigmwis at a dangerous level. Prcscnt stocks
amount to 71 days of work, ent unprccedented levels Belgilan
~coal exports nad dropped by 50%, and consumption within
Belgium by 25%, comm rcd with 99 in the other Community
counuriess was Lu possipie o criticisc Belgium's coal
policy? It must be remembercd that a minc~shaft cannot
be closed without implying a succession of other circumstances.
The Belgian Govermment had dececided on closing certain shafts
but therc would be a time lag for this to take cffecet and be
rcplaccd by other industry. Belgium would call on the
supra-nati~nal institutions for assistance during this
difficult periodg there wcrc various possibilitiecs which
should be examined. The social aspect of the problem was

of immense importgnce, and he rcquestcdt he Agsembly to

examine the question in a community spirit.
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He then spoke of the Frec Trade Arca. The Common Market
showed alrcacdy grcat potentialitics and it appcarcd that
others were afraid of missing the train and wantcd to jump
on to the platform or add further coaches. The Common Market
countries werc prepared to stop the train for thcm, but net
to add fresh coaches, nor to scc ccachcs running on a parallel
line. Cauticn was essentlal, for unfortunate brushes must be
avoided,

He declared himsclf fully in favour of the Frec Trade
Area, for it was cssential to extend outside the Common Market
Fronticrs peaceful trade competition., However, the Frce Trade
Area should not have a purely cconomic import, but also a
political significancec. The Common Markct had no intention
of Hecoming a ncw fortress, and & PFrece Trade Area would be
proof of thc good will of thc Six.

However, the two diffcred in conception, and the Common
Market should in no way be undermincd. He referred to the
Trcaties ind ewcribing differcnces. It would not necessarily
be a gnod scheme to demand promiscs and commitments from the
British and their friends, for the Frec Trade Area should
not be a mere attenuated copy of the Common Market. It must
be admitted that not all other countrics had thc samc dcsire

towards integration as the Six.
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The Community had an immcnsc responsibility towards
countriecs outside Burope, who should themsclves bencefit
from the cstablishment of a Ccrmmon Markct. Among the
8ix productivity rose by 76% from 1950 to 1956; for
Europe as a whole the lcvel was 26%, and for the Unitcd States
27%. Despite thise xcellent result, 1t was certain that
Europe would have advanced cvcn more if she were thoroughly
integrated. Even grcatcr rcsults could bec hoped for in

futurc.

The Common Market shculd contribute towards ralsing
living standards i1m thec rcst of thc world, and not only
in thc associated overscas territorics, but also in all
young countrics, The Common Market should inspire confidencc
in thec pcoplcs of Africa, In the Middle East and furthcr afield
a8 a means of countcring tendencics to be deprcecated,
It was csscntial in this context that thc Eurcpecan institutions
should co-ordinate their policics.

Hc had cvery faith in the Assembly, which could offer
valuablc co-opcration, possecssing as 1t did dircecet compctence
cven though this wcre within certain limits. Thc .issembly was

not only consultative but also

./
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its delibecrations wcrc ccertainly listcned to. It was %o be
hopcd that thc Council of Ministcrs and the Asscmbly would
continuec to devclop their rclations in a spirit of closc

co~operation.

A significant diffcrence cxisted bectween the competcnce
of the High Authority and that of thc Euratom and E.E.C.
Commissions. The Commissions could put ferward proposals
and 1t was right that final d ecisions should rest with the
Council of Ministers. Evcry crgan of the Communitics
should be enabled to play its part according to the spirit
of the Treaty.

The threc Communitics had diffcr.nt rcsponsibilitics
and it was cssential to co-ordinate their work, particularly
in the matter of fuel policy, for which some agreement must

be reached.
The Communities must be able tow ork togcther.

Public opinicon was ncccessarily confused by the faet that
the Executives should bc known as Commissions, and that in
French, the word "commission" should also refer to the Asscmbly
Committees. New terms should be found which should carry a
clearer mcaning:; the Asscmbly should consicder this question
for terms which it chosc would become generally used and

accepted.
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The term "Europcan Commission" suggestcd in the Report
was itself ambiguous; it would bec morc cxplicit to say
"the Exceutive Commission ~f the Common Market"., The
term "Common Market" should replace "Eurnpcan Econcmic
Community", This should be donc in ordcr to clarify

matters in the public mind.

He paid tribute to M. SCHUMAN, andrccallcd with

pleasurc that hc hacd been a Mcember of the ,Lsscmbly.

The PRESIDENT thanked M. WIGNY for his "optimism
bascd on moderation and recason'. No debatec would follow
his a ddress. But thc Asscmbly would appcal to M. WIGNY to
raise the matter of a singlc seat for the Asscmbly with the

Council of Ministers, for this question was urgent.
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Resumed Dchate on thc Euratom Rcport
and on s tatcments made on

bechalf of the Euratom Commissicn.

Mo MEDI, Vicec-Prcsident of thc Euratcm Commlssion,

apprceciatcd the r cmarks made by the fLsscmbly Membcrs yesterday.

M. Charlcs JANSSENS, Vicc-Frcsident, took the Chair,

In rcply to M. 3URGBACHER, who had spokcn on developing
conventional sources of cnergy, he sald that thesc scurces
of cnergy would ccrtainly continuc to devclop, but ocrhaps
at a slowecr rate Shan nuclcar cencrgy, the potcntialitics of

which had n~t becn fully rcvecaled.

Hc was convinced of thc nccessity of freccdom in r cscarch
and also of thc nccessity of a very highd cgrec of co~opcration

in r cscarch.

Europe was immcnscly rich in capablc youns pccple who could
be tral ncd, in technology and rcscarch; for :f Eiaropcan pcoplcs
had thelr Zaults thcy werc neverthcless highly civiliscd and
intelligent. It was howecver nccessary te gu-de tiis young

gencration without nccessarily dircceting th ir crergies too
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rigorously. In thce samec spirit, patcnt and invention
rights should form a subjcet of lcgislation, which should

bc harmoniscd but not nccessarily uniform.

He welcomed the intecrcst shown by the lLsscmbly and its

evident dcsirc to co~opcratc with the Commissirn.

Thce Dcbatc was declared closcd.

Statcment by M. FINET, President of thc High Authority
of the E.C.S.C.

M. PINET spcke of the current coal situation, of
mcasures which could be taken to improve it, and the outcome

of an cxchange of views held with the Spccial Council of

Ministers.

The High Authority had gene as far as it could within the
stipulations of the Trcaty. Although thc current situation
in the coal industry was indubitably serious, it had neverthe-
less not assumed the proportions of an opcn crisis. This
situation rcsulted in part from rcduccd consumption and also
from coal imports from outside the Community according to
long-term contracts; furthcr, fucl-cil imports had increcased

to a considerable degrec.
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These two rcasons togcther accounted for a ¢ cnsiderable
increasc 1in coal stocks, which at the prcscnt time had

passcd the 22 million ton mark within thc Cormunity.

Coal imports from abread had »ccn rcduced from by million
tons in 1957 to 31 million tons in thc prcsent year, of which
26 million came from thc United Statcs. In 195L, a yecar of
reduccd trade, foreign imports amountcd to 1% million tons,
of which 6 million came from the United States.  The
reduction in imports did nnt sufficiently compcnsate for

the drop in consumption, which had fallen by L0 millicn tons
in 1958,

Stocks amounted to 7 million tons in 1957, and were now
22 million tons. Betwcen January and August 1958, tho numbcer
of days when miners had had to be laid off amounted to
%3 1/2 for the Community as a whole and 12 days in the mines
in Southern Belgium. The situation had worsenig in Sep=
0

tember. However, the coal crisis was limited tost ountries -

Belgium and Western Germany.

The High Authority had tried to improve the position
by adapting trading group regulations in the market and by
strict regulations for procduction and imports. Unfortunately
producers had not dene what they might to improve their
trading practice, s they might have done according to

measures taken by the High Autherity. /
APE 792


collsvs
Text Box


- 10 -

Long-term contracts, not only in cxports but also for imports
within the Community had not beon fully applicd. Further,
procducers had rcfuscd the procosal made by the High Authcority
in April conccrning a ssistance in the question of stock-piling
as a result of currcnt cconmmic circumstances. The miners
Statute, proposcd by the High Authority, had not recceived

an enthusiastic welcome. On thc 1%th Octobcr 1958 the

High Authority had put forward propnsals to the Council
concerning production, the conditions of gale, and imports.
The High Authority neverthcless wclcomed the support of the
Governments, who had macde ccrtoln agrcements as a result

of proposals put forwarcd by thc High Authority. The
Govermments werec agrced that produccrs must intensify basic
modcrnisation and upkccp, must incrcasc lcave 1In ordecr to
avold increcasecd uncmployment. Such mcasurcs must be taken

by thc companics thcemsclvess In this mattcr neither the
Governments nor thce High Authority had more than a right of

persuasion.

A special effort wag made concecrning conditi-ns of sale
in order tocmpetc with other s~urces of cnergy. Thc High
Authority continued to study thc c¢ffcets of taxatirn on

crmpetiti-n between diffcrcnt sources of cnergye.
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Every coffcrt must be made to prcvent a further risc
in prcscnt coal stocks.

Conccrning imports, thc High Authority had insisted
that Governments should ensurc prceisc information from the
companies concecrning contracts at prcsent in forcc, including
transport and frcight contracts. The Governments wcre agrecd
on this, although some had pointed out that therc were legal

difficultics in this mattcr.

All Govermments werc oxhorting companies concerned
with imports to apply thc measurcs suggested by the High
Authority. He announced that last week the High Authority
had hacd mectings with the Amcrican authorities, and shertly
civil servants from the Community would g~ to the United

Statcs in order fto cxamine possible mcasurcs.

The Council of Ministers agreed that a Committee of
Ministcrs! Delcgatcs should collcet the necessary information
for permancnt consultation, but cthcr propcsals made by the
High Authority had not bcen put in cffcet. The High Authority
regretted that Governments should show so 1littlc boldness
towards co~crdinating commercial prlicics. Thce E.C.S.C.
Trcaty had nnt becn fully applied insofar as other products
were c oncerncd. It was paradoxical that the Fool, which
should have a truly supra=-naticnal character as rcgards the

coal incdustry, should yct not be able fully to a2 pply the
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Treaty in other domains.

He then spoke of financing stocks. The High Authority
had suggested to the Council of Ministers that the systom
alrcady advocated in April should be recconsidered, that is
the establishment of a financial bedy, to bc subsidizcd by
contributions from thc sale of coal. This would have assisted
towards financing prcscent stocks. The High Authority had
amended the proposal made in April by pointing ~ut that this
would be for stocks acecumulated beyond the lcvel alrcady
cxisting on lst October 1958. But this suggestion was not
unanimeusly agrecd to (4Lrticle 53 of the Trcaty). The
High Authority was thercfore obliged toa ¢t according to
Articlc 95 paragragh 1 of the Trcaty, which provided that
1t might request the copinicn of the Council of Ministers with
a view to devoting a part of the sums sct asi'e for industrial
recadaptation towards f inancing s tocks. Such sums could not
axooced 6 to 8 million pnints. The Council of Ministers had
agreed to this new proprsal and would receive a Report from t he

High Authority on the 3rd October dealing with methods of

application.

The High Authority heartily welcomed the cstablishment
of the Common Market. A rapid enforcement of the Rome Trcaty
would contribute towards safeguarding employment in the nines.

Success would depend on the willingncss of the Governments
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to act for the grod of Eurcpe as a wholc. Mcmber countrics
must be willing to co=operate nct only in prospcrity but also

in times of cdifficulty.

He appcaled speclally to Governmcent mcmbecrsy by signing

trcaties they had shown their intention te work together and

it wasnot cssential to apply this spirit by acccpting sacri-

fices In the gecneral intcrcst.

He ccuntcd n the constant suprcrt of thc Assembly.

The PRESIDENT thanked M. FINET, anc¢ announccd that the

Gencral Debatc would open this aftcrnoon at 5 pem,.

The Sitting roscat 1l.15 a.m,.

Next Sitting 5 p.m.
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FEUROPE.AN PARLIAMENTLRY ASSEMBLY

Ordinary Scssion

Thursday, 23%rd Octobecr, 1958, at 5 pem.

The Sitting was rcsumed 2t 5430 pems, Me Robert SCHUMAN,

President, in t he Chair.

Thc¢ PRESIDENT announccd thet M. van CAMPEN BLTTAGLIA
and others had tabled a draft Resoluticn, changing the name
of the Commibtea.on. Investments, financial questi~-ns, and

long~-term policy.

The draft Resclution was veted cn immediately and

adopted.

General Debate con the
Statement of the Fresident of the
High Authority

M. KORTHALS, sgpeakinga s Repporteur of the Committce on
Trade within the E.E.C., printed ocut that this debate would
be purely introductory, as the Committee had nnt examined

M. PINET!s statement.
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Me KORTHALS crnsidercd that the measurcs taken by the
High Authority and responsible Ministers could merely relicve
the proscpt situation without providing a satisfactory final
solutionj Mo FINET had spoken of thegravity of the position
in that the prescnt level of stocks was now at 22 million tens
cf coeoal. Tempnrary mcasurcs would bc cof value but it was

cgsential tod cecide upon o long=tcrm nclicy.

Coal in Europe was nc longer in a position of mononoly
for other sources ~f cnecrgy were beingwpleited and coal
could be imported froma broad. 4n cffort should have been
made towards combating this situation, but thc Governments
and produccrs had n~t shown the attitude hopcd for by the
High Authority. It was esscntial now morc than before to
ensure that s tocks were rcduced and that consumption should
inercase. Then, the whele question of the poal industry
in the oconomy‘of Europc should bc rceensidercd. The High
Authority had tokcn cmergency mcasures but 1twas neccssary

now to go furthcr.

Tcchnical mcasurcs constituted a frontal attack on
unemployment. IT must be rcomembered, however, that cevelop-
ments in this ficld were ncecssarily limited by the potentiali-
tics of the mines thomsclvcs,. He crnsicdcered the mrst
important part of M. FINET'!'s statcment to havc been that

concerning mcasurcs prrnposcd for minecs which werce not
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cconomically viable. This was a problem of currcnt cconrmic

circumstanccese.

He was gratificd that the Ministcrs should have decided
to continue for two ycars mcasurcs undcr paragraph 23 of the
provisional Convention concerning the financing of industrial

rcadaptatione.

During thc debatcs in June it had been advecated that
a final scolution shcruld be sought,within the shortcst delay
possible,for prcscent difficultics iIn thc Belglan coal
industry, and he rcqucsted precisc information on the ¢ urrcnt

situation and forcecasts for Bclgium.

M. Wigny had this morning s trcsscd thce necessity of
co-operation in econrmic policy, particularly from thc peint
of vicw ~f social leglslatirn. This was vcry closcly linked
with the coal problem. He was gratificd that it should
have been the Belgian Forcilgn Ministcr who stressced this

aspcet of thec questirn,

He would not take a definitc position on the question
of levelling conditions ~f competition until the High
Authority had complcted 1ts cxamination. He welcomed the
measurcs taken concerning statcements on s tocks and their

financing.
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It was to bec hoped that discussions with the American
authoritics would have o positive rcsult. Difficultics in
commcreial pelicy were understandable; tro strict regulations

could have unfortunatc conscqucnccs.

He rcquested the High futhority te give further informati-n
on the systcm of stock financing whichw os to be approved on

3rd Novcmber.

This mnrrning thce Prcsident of the High Authority had
appcaled to thc Ministers as wella s to the Asscembly to
define a policy for basic structural devclopments. He agrccd
with M. Finct, for this conccrncd all industrics and workcrs

in cvery ¢ conomic scetore.

He hopcd to hecar furthcer details on prlicy te bce adoptcd

concerning cartcls.

M. LEEMANS insistcd that it was ncccssary to cnsurc a
long-term pelicy for basic structural devclopments. Information
at prcscent aveilable will suffice for drawing up s uch a policy.
He fclt that the E.C.S.C., 0.E.E.Cs, and thc Gcvermments had

actcd too slowly.

The High iuthority had put f orward pr-orgals for financing
stocks to a lcvel of 27 millien tons and today furthcr preopos-ls

had been hecard.
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Mo Finct had als» sald that therc werc imrpertant diffcrcncceo
of opinion bctwecen the High Autherity and the Council of
Ministcrs and the imprcssionwas given that lengthy kgal
discussions on thc Intcrprctaticon of ccrtain Articlecs of

the Trcaty werc painfully dragging on. It was to be roegrettcd
that thnse rcsponsible should have been informced cnly

when $he situation shceuld have rcachced a ceritical stage.

He welcomed the decisirns takcen by the High Authority
and prcscnted te the Council of Ministerse. Thcrc appcarcd
a ccrtain lack of cohecsion between the Fifth Gencral Report
of the High Authority prescnted in Lpril, whichrequestcd the
Govecrmments not fto hinder the cnfrrcement »f long=tcrm
import contracts, and M. Finct's rcmark this morning, that
the High Authority had on many ccecasi-ns asked the Govecrn-
ments to inform 1t about the currcnt position .of long-tcrm
contracts. At allc vents, itwas cssential to attain a
far grcoter mcasurc of co-cperatirn in commcreial pelicy

and particularly as rcrards coal,
J L.

It was &t bc hoped that the Cruncil of Ministcrs would
contributc trwards formulating such a pcliecy »~f co=opcrati-n,

cven wherc this was not written into the Trcaty.
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Hc hoped also that prcscnt discussirns with the United
States would rcsult in a sufficicnt cdrop in the lcvel of

imports to ecnsurc full cmployment in the mincs.

He sprke to a draft Resoluticn submitted on bchalf of
the Christian Democrat grcup.

Mo HAZENBOSCH, Vice=Precsident, tock thc Chair.

Me BATTAGLI: spoke on bchalf of M. Cantalupe, as
a Liberal ancd an Italian.

Faced: with the coal surplus crisis, Mcmber gruntrics
tended to dividF according to the situation in their rcspcetive
Statcs. Immensc quantitics ~f ceal had becn bought as a
result of the Sucz crisis, particularly from the United
Statcs, Italy had signed long-tcrm contracts in nrdcr %o buy
coal at a chcap rate, which shc nceded. At the prescnt time,
Belgium askcc the other countrics to agrec that therc was
a critical situatirn which wruld involve an cxecss of planning.
Italy considcrs, ~n thc other hand, that itwes rather a
currcnt, and not a basic and lon g~tcrm, crisis. The
Liberal group did not agrce to the proposals put f orward by
the High Authority.
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It was contradictory tec spcak of sctting up a Frece
Traéo Lrea, and at. the samc time demand a tightly-planncd
policy for cnal. The Liberal group agrcced to mcasurcs
¢esigncd to improve the tcelnical installations of the mincs,
and to closc mincs whichw cre not cconomically viable, for the
basic alm was tc producc coal at competitive prices. TItaly
would willingly buy coal from the Community countrics if they

could ensurce that thelr cost priccs wcecre rcally crmpctitive.

M. -DEIST thankcd M. Finct for his statement this morning,
in which hc had rcalistically and in detail completcd the
somcwhat optimistic addrcss given by M..Hallstein cn the
currcnt ceenmic situation. At the prescnt time therew as

indecd a crisis in the coal industry, particular in Bclgium.

He agreed with M. Finct in s trcssing the respoasibility
of thnsc particularly concerricd with ¢ rawing up the commen
Burrpcan coal policy. DPublic r~pinicn ghould now bc able to
excrt a stronger influcnce on the ¢ cvelopment of this

prlicy.:
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althouch he criticiscd actinn mken concerning the
development of ccal pelicy, this was nnt an attgek on the
Community but only against the High Luthority. Intcrcsts

shoulc be proled in order to achicve a rcalistic coal nolicy.

Much of what the Community wished to bring about ¢ ruld
bc done within the framcwerrk of thce Treaty, which itwas net now
neecssary to cxaminc indetaile If it wcerce truc that a peliey
for ecnal could n~t bc agrced upon according to the spirit cf
the Trcaty, itwas fror the High futhority te gce that the latter

was rcviscd,

In Junc important statocmcnts wcrc made herc, particularly
that o~f M. Spicrcnburg ~n basic structurc of the ecal and stccl
industrics. It must bc printed sut that the figh ruth rity
had not paicd sufficicnt atbtention t~ the 111 c¢ffcete rcs-lting
from ccon-mic concentrations; from this, conclusicns could

be drawng it was to be rcgretted that the High Authority

had not donc so.

In thc mattcr »f pricing »-licy, sccing that considerablc
stcel stocks had alsc becen accumulated, it appcarcd thot the
lowering by 10% of priccs accorded te large-scalc consumcrs
in Germany would nct mecct with groat success. Besicdes, the
stcel industry, likc gas factorics and clcetric plants, werc

closely bound by long~tcrm contracts.
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Further, this lowcr lcvel would not affcet small firms
nor cemcstic consumers, who rcprcscntcd 204 of the total con-
sumption. For this rcason such mecasurces could nnt be catircly

succcssful.

The coal crisis was a problem ncithcr of currcnt cceonomic
circumstanccs nor of basic structurc, but of a complcte long-
term poliecy and its aims. IT was to be doubtcd whether the
institutions responsiblce for this pelicy hacd taken the

nceessary measurcs quickly cnoughe

The mcasurcs proposcd diffecr widely. Thosc concerning
basic structurc wruld have no Immcdiatc cffcety; 1t was morc

urgent to takc steps to wvight to currcnt situation.
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From January to Scptcomber stecks had riscn by 19 million
trns. The programme submitted by the High Authority to the
Council of Ministecrs did n-t takc sufficicnt account of rcality.
It would have grantcd financial aid to cntcrpriscs running at a
profite Thc programmc dcscribcd teday was far merce rcalistic,
It ceonccrned only tcmporary stock=-piling and had a dircet aim
in view. It was csscntial for the Council of Ministcrs to take
a deelsinn as soon as possiblc withrut wasting furthecr wecks

in po.ntlcss discussi~-n,

He rcgrcttced that it wruld bo peossible te 1imit immorts

L °

with a short-tcrm cnd in vicw, for public cpini-n wruld assume

that the 8ix werc preparcd to act in a high-handed and arbitrary

fashione

It wruld surcly ncot be pessible te ask cntcrpriscs tn
limit their producti-n, whcrc this wruld mcon a loss te thcom.
The High Authority sheoull clarify 1ts pesition on this matter,

and also on that of ordcrs macde nn bchalf of public autheoritics.
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The German railways could take on further orders.

The institutions of the Community should give attention
to the question of whether ccrtain mistakes in policy might
not have rcsultcd from the fact that these instituti-ns were
set up at a time of high trade lcvclse.e The High Autherity
ought to rcvicw its aims and long-tcrm prlicy particularly
scncerning price lcvels. He rcferrcd to a specech made reccntly
at the University of Colognc by somconc closcly c onnccted with
the High futhority, and he rccommendcd it as rcading matter
for the High Authority. Thc spcakcr had said that,taking into
account normal freight ratcs in thc world market, Amcrican
ccal would always bc cheapcr than BEuropcan ccale. A long-term
policy must take this into account, and also compctition from

fuel o0il,

It was nccessary t~ close mines which were not coonomically
viable, but this was a problem -f basic structure demanding
a long=-tcrm view. It was neow time %o move from - study to actirn.
It should be clcarly stated which mines were viable, cconcmic
units and which were not, taking intraccount future @Gommunity

necds.

He supprrted the High Authority's reostrictive import
policy ancd asked for furthcr infermaticn on difficulties
encountcrecd. This was nct a preotectionist poliey but one of
relating imports to a long-term pelicy concerning all cconomic
scctors. Had sufficicnt statistics been collected to make it
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possible tod raw up a long-term policy? Would importing firms
agrecc %o sprcad thesce contracts ovecr a longer period or to

modify them?

Import contracts werc of particularly wide range in
Belgium and Germany. Stressing the cofficiency of the ATIC
firm, he insisted on the necessity of harmonising peal

policy in ordcr to link or abelish scattered private enterpriscs.

The ccal incustry should bc in the hands of a public body,
and if the High Authority did nrt have thc right of ordering
natinmnalisation, it could at least cxcreisc control over
existing coal companies. It should realise that a co=-ordinated
peclicy was nccessary in the genecral interest. The prescnt
situation cculd not be alleviated by doctrine, hut by concrete
measures. The High Authority should watech over not only the
trecatics but also a modcrn policy. It should not confine
itsclf totheletter of the Trcaty when d rawing up thc broad

lines of a Europcan policy.

As for cartcls, there would always be too much initiative
left to enterpriscs and to States. Governments had held
discussinns on this howcver but without any intervention from
the High Authority - and this was to be regretted. The
production of industrial steel had dropped by 6%, and steps

should be taken now beforc the rpositinn worsened.
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for
If 1t was cssential/the institutions in question to

co=opcratce, it was alsc of immensc importancce for the High
Authority to take its rcsponsibility scricusly. He was
optimistic for dcvelopment of Burcrcan instituti-ns and the
profcssional future of the men wh~ worked there, but fearecd

that they would not take thceir opportunitics.

M. DE SMET wclcomed the £ aédt that M. Finet should have
openly admitted the gravity of the prcsent coal crisis. The
bagic rcason for this situation was the rcduction in demand
resulting from thc cconomic rccession affceting the Communitys.
Further, therc cxisted long-tcrm import contracts, exports
had beenr cduccd and othcr sources of energy prcscnted inecrcasing

competition.
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Thc geological structurc of certain Belgian coal=mincs
madc the position cven more difficult therc than in other countries
Howcver, othcr countrics in the Community werca lso affected, and

it was cwing to thec specch made by M. Deist that he rcaliscd this.

Although he agrced that nationaliscd coal industries varied
from industry run by frece cnterprisc,hc did not agrce with the

conclusion rcached by M. Dicst.

The Asscmbly, the High Authority and the Six Governments
should re-cxamine fundamcntal attitudes. DLast February, at the
last scssion of t he old Common Assecmbly it had advecated
mecasurcs to obviatec incrcascd uncmployment. At thattime M. Finct
had pcrhaps shown himsclf too optimistic rcgarding the possibi-
lity »f absorbing stocks, and had thercby abandonced thc idea of

financing stocks.

./
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Me Wchrer had described the lcgal rcasons for abandoning this
schemes Now, M. Pinct requestcd that Articlc 75 paragraph 1
of thc Trcaty sh~uld bc put into ¢ ffcet, whercas he himsclf

had suggested this in Fcbruary.

It was to bec regretted that the High Authority had not
warncd Govcrnments abougﬁanemploymont problem- until April, and
that 1t was n~t until the 13th Octobcr that the Council of
Ministcrs had considercd the matter. It was now suggested
that part of the fund had becn deveted to industrial readaptatirn
should be set aside feor financing stocks: this would nct prove

sufficient. Hc hoped that all Six c¢runtrics would listen to

M. Finct's appcal this morning for a commrn cffort towards allevi-

atin_ the situation.

Belgium intcended te improve her coal market and this would
prove neccssary also in certain coal-mining arcas of Western
Germany and Francc. Since 195l he had been advocating the closing

of certain shafts whilec at the samc timc mcasurcs werc taken

to assist workers who werc laid off.
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How muchc asicr it would have been to carry this cut at a time
of high trade lcvcls! Unfortunately the High Authority had
shown 1tsclf waccllating in its rclatirns with its opponents.
Now, thc futurc must be thought of and thc procecss carriecd
through at a merc difficult time. 2Pits should be closed

whilc fullattention should be paid to the plight of workers
concerned., The Community would for a long time need ccal.

The Belgian Government would preposc a Bill for the exploitation

of fresh coal scams in the Campine arca.

It was to be rcgretted that the two Exccutive Commissions
should depencd on a Council of Ministcrs, for the Governments
frequently showed thoamsclves lacking in firmness and responsi-
bility, as for cxamplec in the qucstion ~f ¢ stablishing a
common scat for thc thrcc Communitics. This could have grave
consequences. It would be sufficient to rublish the transport
costs resulting from commution between Brussels, Luxcmbourg
and Strasbcurg for public opinicn to lcose faith in the

Communitics.,

The Dcbatc wos suspcended.

M., CARBONI objeeted to being placed sixth in the list of

speakcers, when originally he had bcen third.

The Sitting rosc at 8¢50 peme

Next Sitting Friday, 2lith October at 10 a.m.
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