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NEW E.C. COyIIISSIONER. IrILLY DE CLERCQ. TO MEET TIITH U.S. OFFICIALS

Wllly De Clercq, the European Comunlty's new Comissioner for External
Relatlons, wlIl meet wlth U.S. AdmLntstratlon offlcials and w111 address the
World Affalrs Councll durlng a March 20-23 vlslt to Washlngton.

ilr. De Clercq w111 revlew the E.C.-U.S. economtc and polttlcal relatlonshlp
with Malcolm Baldrl-ge, Secretary of Conrmerce; John Block, Secretary of
Agrlculture; I{tlllam Brock, U.S. Trade Representatlve, and Kenneth Dam,
Deputy Secretary of State. He also plans to meet wtth members of Congress.

Ur. De Clercq wlll speak to the l{orld Affalre Councll on "World Trade and
Protectloalsm ln the 1980's" at 6 p.m. Ttrureday, March 21, ln the Grand
Ballroon of the Mayflower Hotel. Slr Roy Denman, Head of the E.C.
Delegatlon ln l{aehlngton, wLll moderate.

Before Jolaiag the E.C. Commlsslon (the Couununity's executlve body) ln
Januaryl Ur. De Clercq, 57, was Deputy Prlme Mlnlster and Minlster of
Flnance aad Forelgn Trade 1n the Belglan government from l98l to 1984. Hls
prevloua ninl.eterlal poeltlons lnclude }rinlster of Flnance (1974-77), Deputy
Prlfre ULnleter and Minlster of Flnance (L973-74) and Deputy Prfune Mlnieter
and Minlster of the Budget (1966-68). He was a member of the European
Parllament from 1979 to 1981, and Presldent of the Flemlsh Llberal Party
fron 1971 to 1973 and 1977 to 1983.

Anong the eubJects that De Clercq w111 dlscuss wlth Amerlcan offlclals are
E.C.-U.S. trade and proepecte for a net, round of rnultllateral trade
negotlatlons. Ttre European Comunlty and the Unlted States, the world's
largeet tradlng partners, ln 1984 conducted Eore than $100 bfIllon ln trade
vlth each other, accordlng to U.S. Departnent of Conrmerce flgures.
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