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E.C. SUMMIT LEADERS DISCUSS

European Community leaders at a March 29-30 summit meeting in Brussels
called for immediate action on the treaty that will allow Spain and
Portugal to join the Community on the target date of January 1,1986.

The 1O Heads of State or Government (the European Council) "noted with
great satisfaction" that the essential points in entry negotiations
with the lberian countries were settled last week. They said Community
bodies and the appl icant countries should finish drafting the accession
treaty as soon as possible.

ln a related action, the summit leaders agreed to launch a seven-year
program of financial assistance to the Communityrs southern regions--with
particular attention to Greece--to help them adjust to the enlargement.

The leaders also called for measures to increase employment, strengthen
Europe's technological base and protect the environment.

They endorsed a strategy for creating jobs in the E.C. that includes a

single large internal market by 1992, incentives for small and medium-
sized businesses and improved labor-market efficiency. They said Europe's
technological competitiveness should be bolstered by improving the business
cl imate to encourage innovation and by increasing Community resources
for research and development. They also said a Community environmental
protection policy must be an essential component of the economic, industrial,
agricultural and social policies of the Community and its member states,
and designated 1987 " European Environment Year.rl

The summit communiqu6 fol Iows:
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OF THE EUROPEAN COUNC I L

BRUSSELS HARCH 29 AND 30r. r 985

ENLARGEMENT

The European Counci I noted with great satisfaction that the essential
points in the accession negotiations with Spain and Portugal have now
been settled, as a result, in particular, of the considerable effort
made by all parties in the week leading up to the European Council
resulting in solutions to the key issues of fisheries, agriculture,
social affairs and the own-resources system.

The European Council called upon the Community bodies, together with
the appl icant countries, to complete the drafting of the accession
treaty as soon as possible so that actual enlargement of the Community
could take place on January 1,1986, in accordance with the political
resolve repeatedly expressed at the highest level.

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SITUATION

The European Council discussed the Community's current economic situation,
which continues to be characterized by an unacceptable rate of unemployment,
even though there has been an improvement in other economic factors such
as inflation rates, balance of payments, the reduction of budget deficits,
convergence of the economic policies of the Member States and the process
of industrial restructuring.

The European Council reaffirmed the prime importance for each Government
and the Community of combating unemployment through sustained, more
employment-intensive economic arowth, and asked the Economic and Finance
Ministers to report on the matter to the next European Council.

It stressed the importance of completing the implementation of the economic
strategy approved to that end in Dublin in December 1984 and the determination
of all the Member Governments of the Community to pursue in a concerted
manner all the measures and policies which go to make up that strategy.

ln this connection, the European Council laid particular emphasis on the
fol lowing four f ields of action:

(a) action to achieve a single large market by 1992, thereby creating
a more favorable envi ronment for stimulating enterprise, competition
and trade; it called upon the Commission to draw up a detailed
program with a specific timetable before its next meeting;

(U) action to encourage the creation and development of small and medium-
sized undertakings, particularly significantly reducing the
administrative and legal constraints to which they are subject; i t
called upon the Commission to report to the Council on the problems
in this sector and on the measures to be taken at national and
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Cornrnunity level, particularly wi th
simpl if ication;

regard to admi n i strat i ve

(c) action to adjust and adapt working conditions to the new social,
economic and technological circumstances in order to increase
the efficiency of the labor market; it called upon the
Commission to submit any proposal it might consider useful in
th i s area;

(d) specific action to expand employment, including a Commission study
of the potential for using the Social Fund to promote innovative model
schemes, and programs for solving the employment problems of
certain disadvantaged social categories.

The European Council expressed its concern at the current international
monetary instability which threatens to endanger the Communityrs economic
recovery; it stresses the responsibi I ity incumbent on al I industrial ized
countries in the efforts to be made to achieve greater stability on
exchange markets and to strengthen the international financial system.

The European Council stresses the importance of the decision adopted by
the Council of Ministers with regard to all the factors which will enable
a new round of multilateral trade negotiations to be initiated in Brussels
as soon as possible.

This new round will represent an important contribution to the campaign
aga i nst protect ion i sm.

STRENGTHENING THE TECHNOLOGICAL BASE AND

The European Counci I reiterates the importance of strengthening the
technological base and competitiveness of industry; it recal ls that such
strengthening was one of the major objectives of the guidelines which it
adopted in March 1984 for the future development of the Community.

It considers that this aspect, which is vital for the Community's future,
requ i res :

- fi rstly, improvement of the envi ronment in which undertakings operate
so as to encourage their capacity for industrial innovation and their
commercial enterprise;

- secondly, better utilization of the Community dimension by States and
above all by undertakings so as to enable the latter to develop in a

competitive, unified and open market.

It reiterates its commitment to increasing the Community resources earmarked
for research and development.
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The European Council welcomes the Commission's memorandum and endorses
a number of specific objectives, namely:

- achieving complete unification of the internal market, in particular
by the mutual recognition of standards, the creation of European
standards in appropriate cases, the opening up of publ ic contracts,
and stricter rules on aid to industry;

- adapting the Community's external commercial policy to its objectives
as regards new technologies, in the framework of the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade;

- strengthening and making better use of the scientific and technological
potential of the Communi ty;

- making better use of human resources, in particular by means of increased
mobi I ity for students and researchers and by recognizing certain high-
level establishments as Community ,centers of excelIence";

- encouraging innovation and establ ishing an information market;

- achieving a breakthrough in telecommunications'.

The European Council calls on the Council of Ministers actively to pursue
the examination of the Commission's current proposals, which already
correspond to these objectives, and to initiate the examination of any new
proposals which the Commission considers it appropriate to submit.

At each European Council, the Commission will submit a stage report on
the progress achieved in strengthening technological cooperation and the
competitiveness of the European economy.

ENV I RONMENT

ln accordance with its decision taken in Dublin in December 1984, the
European Council devoted part of its present meeting to the serious problems
raised by the considerable deterioration of the environment and to the
question of the remedial measures to be taken.

ln this connection, the European Council noted with satisfaction the useful
work done by the Environment Council in the field of combating air pollution
caused by exhaust gases from motor vehicles; it is noted that this progress
is an important stage in the achievement, on a Community scale, of a
genuine overall and balanced environmental protection policy and expressed
the desire, firstly, that this work take practical form as soon as possible
and, secondly, that similar progress be made regarding pollution caused by
large-scale combustion plants.

The European Council considers that a Community environmental protection
pol icy must be based on the following considerations:
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Having acknowledged that this policy can contribute to improved
economic growth and job-creation, it affirms its determination to
give this policy the dimension of an essential component of the
economic, industrial, agFicultural and social pol icies implemented
by the Community and by its Member States.

It acknowledges the need for the Member States to take coherent action
in the Community framework to protect the air, the sea and the soil,
since isolated action is unlikely to prove effective and may even be
harmful.

It requests the Council of Ministers to expedite its proceedings and
to make every effort, together with the Commission, to ensure that the
years to come are marked by significant progress in Community action for
the protection of the environment in Europe and throughout the world.

ln this connection, the European Council has decided that 1987 will be
designated rrEuropean Envi ronment Year.rl

HUNGER IN THE WORLD

The European Council, concerned by the dramatic situation of certain
African countries and the risk of its worsening, noted that the action
it had decided on in Dublin to combat famine in Africa had been rapidly
implemented. lt welcomed the fact that the Community's action and the
mobilization of the Member States had made it possible to go beyond the
commitments entered into in Dublin and had given the Iead for initiatives
by other industrial ized countries.

The Community and its Member States will continue to keep a close eye on
developments in the situation, together with the other donors.

The European Council called for a continuation of the efforts already
undertaken to improve the effectiveness of the action set in motion, thanks
to the Community and international coordination, particularly on the ground,
in order to ensure that deliveries reach all the famine victims.

The European Council stresses the need for short-term aid to be supplemented
by medIum- and Iong-term structural measures which alone can enable the
countries concerned to re-establish their food production potential and, by
their own means, face up in future to the problem of their food security.

The European Council noted the Commission's intention of sending it a

report on the implementation of aid, following the fact-finding visit which
Vice-President Natal i is shortly to make to Africa.
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A PEOPLEIS EUROPE

The European Council examined the report from the Committee on a People's
Europe; it considered its contents and agreed to both the proposals for
immediate implementation and those relating to long-term objectives.

It therefore requests the Council of Ministers to take those decisions
which are within its sphere of competence as quickly as possible. lt
also requests the Commission to take the necessary steps for putting the
report's proposals into practice. Lastly, it invites the Member States
to implement those decisions which are within their field of competence.

ln this context, the European Council emphasizes that the achievement of
abol ishing frontier formal ities must remain compatible wi th the need to
combat terrorism and drug-trafficking.

The European Council requests the Council of Ministers to report to it
at its meeting in June 1985 on the progress which has been made in the
various sectors covered by the Committeers report.

The European Council requests the Committee to continue with its discussions
and expects to have a further report, containing proposals on the other
sectors already indicated, by the June 1t8l meeting.

AD HOC COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS

The European Council held an initial exchange of views on the final report
submitted to it by the ad hoc Committee on lnstitutional Affairs in
accordance with the mandate given to the Committee at the Fontainebleau
and Dubl in meetings.

The European Council welcomed both the approach outlined in the report
and the content of the interesting proposals put forward, and expressed
its warm appreciation of the Committeers excellent work.

Detai led examination of the Commi tteers proposals wi I I continue over the
coming months by means of bilateral contacts, in order to enable the
European Council to arrive at final conclusions at its next meeting in June.

I .H. P€

ln accordance with the undertakings given at its meeting in Brussels on
March 1! and 20, 1984, the European Council has decided to launch the
lntegrated Mediterranean Programs in favor of the southern regions of the
present Community within the framework of the proposals made by the Commission.

These programs will last Seven years; their aim will be to improve the
economic structure of those regions to enable them to adjust under the best
conditions possible to the new situation created by enlargement.

As far as financing arrangements and method are concerned, the European
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Council agrees with the broad outlines of the approach recommended by
the Commission in its communication of February 21, 1985, i.e.:

- participation by the structural Funds for an amount of 2.5 billion
European Currency Uni ts (eCus1't,

- an additional budget contribution amounting to 1.6 billion ECUs which
will permit the Commission to supply the additional funds for the
implementation of the programs approved by it;

- loans of 2.5 billion ECUs contracted by the regions concerned with the
European lnvestment Bank (f. t.g.) and under the New Community lnstrument
(u.c.l.).

The two first categories of resources will benefit Greece for an amount
of 2 billion ECUs.

The European Council feels that these figures and the accompanying
provisions in this text meet once and for all the commitments undertaken
by the Community concerning the trlntegrated Mediterranean Programs."

The structural funds will continue to operate normally, on the basis of
a Community-wide regional pol icy, in accordance with the regulations which
have recently been revised.

The increase in real terms which will apply to the Regional and Social
Funds and the European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund Guidance
Section over the next seven years will help to finance the l.M.P.s, but
without adversely affecting transfers from these Funds to other less-
prosperous and priority regions of the Community.

0n this basis, the European Council agrees with the Proposals of the
Commission designed to achieve full coordinated programs for the Mediterranean
regions most in need through the operation of the three structural Funds.

As regards resource allocation, which should be based on the criteria
contained in the Commission proposal, the European Council would emphasize
that the allocation criteria should take account, first and foremost, of
the actual needs of the different regions and their situation as regards
economic and social development.

ln particular, the European Council would draw attention to the special
case of Greece, whose entire territory comes within the sphere of the
lntegrated Mediterranean Programs, and to the legitimate expectations of
the Greek Government.

LJith regard to the quality of the program to be financed, which is an

important factor in the success of the l.M.P.s, the European Council
requests the Commission to place at the disposal of those Member States

* ECU = $.69 on March 25, 1985.
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who so request groups of experts needed for the assessment, preparation
and implementation of the programs.

Lastly, the European Council upuld emphasize that it is important that
the l.M.P.s measures for regions belonging to ltaly and France should in
particular use the E.l.B. and N.C.l. appropriations.

The European Council requests the Council to take a decision on the
Commission proposal for a framework Regulation before June 30, 1985.




