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Letter from the acting chairman to Mrs WALZ, chaìrman of the Committee on

Energy, Research and TechnoLogY

Subj ect : Opin'ion of the Committee on Budgets on the draft decisions
concerning structures and procedures for decis'ion-making'in the
f ieLd of science and technology and the coord'ination of Commun'ity

research, deve[opment and demonstration activìties (Doc. 170183).

Dear Madam cha'irman,

At 'its meeting of 21 and 2? September 1983, the Committee on Budgets
unanimousLy approved the proposaL to set up a Higher PoLicy Committee for
Sc.ience and TechnoLogy and a consuLtatìve system to hel.p the Commission
ìmpLement and manage Commun'ity research, deveLopment and demonstrat'ion
activ'itìes.

This unanimous decis'ion was taken by the Committee on Budgets after
it had been informed that the consuLtative system assistìng the Commission

wouLd, without encroachìng on the tatter's management respons'ibiLities,
enabte it to rationaL'ize its activ'ities in this f ieLd.

p.p. (sìgnature)

C. BARBARELLA

act'ing cha ì rman

Efgggn!: Mrs BARBARELLA, actìng cha'irman; Mr ADAM (deputìz'ing for Mr ARNDT);

mi-ÉtUFOUR; Mr BARBAGLI; Mr BARBI (deput'izìng for Mr ADONNIN0); Mr FICH;

Mr LgUWES; Mr NE1.1TQN-DUNN; Mrs SCRIVENER and Mr W0LTJER (deputizìng for
Mrs HOFF).
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OP IN ION

(RuLe 101 of the Rules of Procedure)

of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs

Draftsman: Mr SCHINZEL

At its meeting on 25-26 May l9g3 the Committee on Economic and
Monetary Affairs appointed Mr SchinzeI as draftsman of an op.inìon for
the Committee on Energy and Research.

The Committee considered the draft opìnion at its meet.ing of 27-28 September 1983
and adopted ìt unanìmousLy.

The f oL Lowi ng took part .in the vote :

f{r MOREAU (Chairman); Mr ROGALLLA (repLacing Mr Wagner and presenting
the opinion in the absence of Mr scHINzEL); Mr BEAZLEy; Mr BEUMER

(reptacing Mr vergeer); Mr BONAccINI;. Mr DAMSEAUX (repLacing Mr

Nordmann); Mrs DESOUcHES; Mr von ROMpUy; Mr l,lEDEKIND (reptacing
Mr F ranz ) ; Mr von I^JOGAU.
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The Commission's proposats

1 - The commission's proposats are aimed at ìmprovìng the management procedures
for Researbh and DeveLopment at Communìty tevet, anci are thus compLementary
to the Commissìon's framework programme for a European scientìf.ic and
technicaI strategy, as wel.L as other reLated programmes such as that
promot'ing the utìLization of the resuLts of Community sponsored R and D.

2- The Cornmissìon's document contains two draft Counci L ResoLutions. The

first, deaLing w'ith structures and procedures for decìsion-making in the
f ieLd of science and technotogy, wouLd dissolve the existing Scientif .ic

and TechnicaL Research committee (cREST) and a number of other spec.iaLised
groups, and repLace them by a neH Higher PoLicy Committee for science and
technoLogy (HCST). This woutd examjne the priorit'ies of Communìty
research as a whoIe and, in particular, particìpate in the decisions
that need to be taken on the Commission's proposed framework programme.

3. The second draft Counci I decision woutd dìssoIve the existing subcomm.ittees
of cREST, the Advìsory comm'ittees on programme Management, and the
concerted Act'i on committees, and reptace them by a series of new

Management and Coord'ination ConsuLtative Committees(CGC's). These wouLd
examine and make recommendations on Community R and D activities in
specìfic fieLds.

CONCL US IONS

/'. The Commjttee on Economic and Monetary Affairs ueIcomes proposal.s teading
to the more efficient management of Community R and D activitìes, and
reptacing the ex isting comptìcated structure of committees and subcommittees
by a somewhat sìmpLified structure. It woutd, houever, have wetcomed an
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evaLuation by the Commjss'i on of
over the tast few years, and of
emerged. The Committee wonders,
putt ing forward so many separate
not combinìng atL of its var.i ous

programme f or a European sc ì ent .i

how the existìng structure has functioned
the strengths and weaknesses that have

furthermore, why the Commi ssion i s
proposaLs ìn this f.ietcj, and why ìt is
proposaIs within ìts suggested framework

fic and technicat strategy.

5. The Commìttee notes addit ionatLy that among the Management and Coordination
ConsuLtatìve committees (CGC's) that wouLd be set up by the second draft
decision are ones concerning'information technoIogy (inctuding automatic
transLation) and industriaI technoLogy (except ECSC steeI research). The

Commìttee weLcomes the creation of these two CGC's. ìn particuIar, (espec.iaLLy
in view of the fact that there was no industr.iaI technol.ogy group among

the Lengthy List of scientifìc and technicat committees to be dissoLved),
and insists on beìng kept informed of theìr work and recommendations.
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