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*% The Commission of the Furopean Communities recently
submitted to the Consultative Committec of the European
Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) a report on the FUTURE
ORIENTATION OF TECHNICAL AND ECONOMIC RESEARCH ACTIVITIES
IN THE STEEL AND COAL SECTORS. A brief analysis is given

as an ANNTX.

*% The six Consultative Committees on the management of
nuclear programmes {which the Community decided to create
last June for the following sectors: fast reactors,
high-temperature reactors, hecavy water reactors, high-
flux reactors, plutonium and transplutonic elements and
condensed state physics) met during the first two wecks
of February either in Brussels or in the establishments
of the Joint Research Centre. These Committees are
composed of representatives of the Community Mcmber States
and of the Commission. They will givc an opinion on the
ORIENTATION OF THE COMMUNITY'S RESEARCH PROGRAMMES and
will bc responsible for the necessary LIAISON between

the Community programmcs and the corresponding national

programmes in the six sectors under consideration.

*% THE POWLR OF THE HIGH-FLUX REACTOR AT THE PETTEN RESEARCH
CINTRE in thc Netherlands was raised from 30 to 40 KW on

20 February 1970, thus enabling the irradiations pcrformed

in this test reactor to be improveds
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*¥ The authorizations for the MARKETING OF IRRADIATED FOODSTUFFS

*%

which have already bcen grantcd in certain countries werce given
after proof had been supplied of the absence of any unacceptable
physical, chemical and cellular changes in them. This is the
gist of the reply which the Commission of the Buropcon Communities
reccently gave to ir Vredcling, a Dutch member of the Duropean
Parliament, who askcd whether the irradiation of foodstuff's for
preservation purposcs would entail health dangers inherent in the

irradiation proccss itself.,

ELEVEN IRON AND STEEL RESEARCH PROJECTS submitted to the Commission

of the Furopean Communitics by companies or institutions in the
Community which are seeking Community financicl backing are being
scrutinized by the appropriatc departments of the Commission.

They cover the following fields:

!

the continuous refinement of stcel in an electric furnace;

the automation of oxygen steclworks;

wide—strip hot rolling millsj

the in-use characteristics of steclsy

the contribution of nuclcar cncrgy to the iren and stcel industry.

The RESULTS OF THE RESEARCH WORK EFFECTED UNDER EURATOM CONTRACT
ON THE NUCLEAR REACTOR at Trino Vercellesc, Italy, were discussed

at a meeting which was recently held in Brusscls and wos attended
by electricity producers and industrialists concerned with
pressurized light water reactors, The Italian companies of
Fiat, responsible for the theorctical studies, and ENEL, which
was in charge of the experimental side, have submitted the
recsults of their work. In particular, the meeting was used for
comparing the theorctical and experimental data on the reactor
corc physics during the first fuel cycle. A post—-irradiatory
study of certain fucls dischargcd at the end of this first cycle
is under way in the loboratories of the Ispra Establishment of

the Joint Rescarch Centrec.
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¥% The Joint Rescarch Centre (JRC) is not directly concerned in the
activities of the Data~Processing Committec of the Intcrnational
Union of Geologictl Sciences, an orgonization which cmbraces
practically all the countries of the world, At thc same timc,
since the sceretary of the Committece is at prescnt an official
of the Ispra Establishment of the JRC, the Committee has proposcd
that its meeting be held at Isprz, on account of the international
charactor of this cstablishment and in order to cnable the
members of the Committee to become acquainted with the TECHNICAL
POSSIBILITIES OF A IMAJOR DATA-PROCESSING CENTRE, Thig is the

gist of the reply which the Commission of the European Communitics
gave 1o the written question put to it on this subject by Mr

Vrcdeling, o Dutch member of the Buropean Parlicment,

** A confercnce on RADIATION AND ISOTOPE TECHNIQUES IN THE BUILDING
INDUSTRY is to be held in Brusscls on 28 and 29 October ncxt by

the Commission of thc¢ Duropean Communitics. It will be attended
by about 200 participontse from the Community and othcr countries.,
It is intended in the first placce for users, industrialists and
those research woerkers who cre engaged in the opplication or

testing of radiation in the building industry.
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The Futurc Oricntation of Technical ond Economic

B T =)

Regeareh fotivitics sn the Steol wad Coal Sceoory

ST AT SETIC T N WE e L A LSS AR ETTACIL ST ae

Research in the steel and coal sceotors must henceforword ot only toke
into account factors rclating to the Trcaty of the Turopcin Cozl and
Steel Community (ECSC), but must 2leo fit into the wider context of
Europcan research policy. This rcequirement was alrcady imolicit in
a document submitted by the Commissio:r. >f the Duropean Communities to

the Council of Ministers in July 1963.  Since thaen the work of the

jad

Scientific and Technical Rescarch Policy (Aiproin) Croud ~nd the
definition of six priority ficlds for cocperation between the
Community and non-member countrics (scc ¥Ruscarch and Tochnology®
No. 21) have revealed the cxistencs of w« closc corrclation between
the projccts proposcd by the Aigrain Group and thosce wndertaken by
the ECSC.

The Commissgion has thercfore submitted to the Comsultotive Cormittec
of the EC3C an oral communication on the future oricutation of
technical ond economic rescarch as 1aid down in the ECSC Treaty
(Article 55), which stipulates that tho exccutive of “he Commvnity
must Yencourage technical and cconomic resecarch concernin; the
production and thc development of consumption of coal and stecl, as

well as workers' sorcty in these industrics®,

The Community's objectives in these scctors will have to give
priority to the specific interests of sector--by-scctor rcescarch in
the fields of cocl. steel and social affairs. They will =lso have
to be intcgrated into the Community's medium-term cconomic volicy,
social policy and regional policy. In view of the spescific requiroe-
ments of the cool and stecl industrics, thesc objectives willi be
detcrmined in the case of steel clons the lines mapped out in a
document entitled ¥Stecl 1975-60% at present in prepoaration, and as

regards the coal industry by the Community's long-term cnergy prospects.

In cddition, of course, the rescarch objcctives in the stecl and coal
scctors will have to be bascd on a systemotic exeminationr of the
national medium-term research programmes crawn up by the Comrunity

industries and ivstitutions in thesc ficlds. Knowledge of these
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ANNTX

»rogrammes will enable the Commission to fix medium-term programncs
which will dovetail with the overall European research policy and to
pick out projects which descrve to be encouraged from the Community

standpoint.

Lastly, the passage from the risecrch to the innovation stage will
have to be favoured by all appropriate meons, In the same way

access to new technical knowledge will have to be facilitated, in
order to meet not only sectoral rcquirements, but also the gencral

cconomic needs of the Community.
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