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By letter of L4 February 19gO, the president of the Council
of the European communities requested the European parriament to
deliver an opinion on the proposals from the commission of the
European Communities to the Council for

f. a Directive on the fixing of maximum levels for pesticide
residues in and on cereals intended for human consumption

rr' a Directive on the fixing of maximum levels for pesticide
residues in and on foodstuffs of animal origin.

The preeident of the European parliament referred these
proposals to the Committee on the Environment, public Health
and consumer protection as the committee responsibre and to the
and to the Corunittee on Agriculture for an opinion.

on 21 March r9g0 the conunittee on the Environment, pubric
Health and Coneumer protection appointed !!r Combe rapporteur.

rt coneidered these propoEals at its meetings of 2r october,
27 November and 5 December 1990 and unanimousry adopted the motion
for a resolution together with explanatory statement at the laet
of thege meetings.

Presents l,lr CoIIins, chairman; Mr Johneon, vice_chairman;
Dlr Combe, rapporteur; Itr ceravolo (deput .^zLng f or l,tr Segre) ,
!{r Colla (deputizing f or Mr lluntingh), I,tr Forth (deputizing f or
Sir Peter Vanneck), ltrs FuiIIet, Ir{r Ghergo, Mrs Krouwel_Vlam,
Mrs Maij-Weggen, I{r lqertens, Mrsschleicher, Iqrs Scrivener,
lilrs Seibel-Enmerling, Mr Shertek, ttrs Spaak, Mrs Squarcialupi
and Hr Verroken.

The opinion of the cc,mmittee on Agriculture ie attached.
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['.

The Co'nmittee on the Environment, Pubtic Hcalth and Consumer

Protection hereby submitg to the European Parliamcnt the following
motion for a resolution together with explanatory staternent:

MOTION EOR A RESOLUTION

embodying the opinion of the European Parliament on the proposals

from the Commission of the European Communities to the Council for

I. a Directive on the fixing of maximum levels for pesticide
residues in ano on cereals intended for human ccnsu,apt:.on

II. a Directive on the fixing of maximum levels for pesticide
residues in and on foodstuffs of animal origin

The Europearl -BgLl-EtreR!,

- having regard to the proposal from the Commiasion of the
European communitres to the councilI,

- having been coneulted by the Council purruant to Article 43

of the EEC Treaty (Doc. 1-8O6/79),

- having regard to the report of the Commlttee on the Environment,
Public Health and Consumer Protection and the opinion of the
Cfitrrrittee on Agriculture (De. L-729/8Oli

t. Welcomes these proposals, r.rhose aim, in irnplem6ntation of the

Council's declarationa of intctrt of 22 JuIy Lg742, ig to provide
cetter protection of conaumers' hcalth;

2- Notes wrth eatisfaction that th€ commlesion haa choeen
total harnroni.zation, which is more effective in protecting the
environment and the hearth of consumera while doing more to
promote trade;

I oJ *o. c 56, G.3.tg8o. p. 14

2 o, tto. c gz, 6.8.tg74, p. z
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7. Stregse8 once again the need to rank consumer health
protcctlon higher than economic conaideratione;

4. Believes that harmonization of legislation on foodetuffs
iE essential to the proper tunetioning of the cotamon market

in agricultural products;

5. Considers that Article 43 of the EEC Trcaty provides the
best basis for dealing with health problems of this kind,

6. Considers it moaE important that, the neceasary inspection preedures

be instituted and calle on the CmnisEion to engure that imported

cereals and foodstuffs of animal origin are subject to uhe 3ag'e

strict controls as regards maximum levele Of regidues aB apply Eo

intra-CmmunitY trade;

7. Invites the Commigsion, therefore, to suhrit without delay,

via the usual procedures, community-Ieve1 sampling and analysis
methods as required for thc implemantation of thll directive;

8. Wishes nevertheless to restrict as far ae possible the scoPe

for permitting higher maximum levels for the reaiduca of
certain pesticides in certaLn cagesi

9. Expreases its concern at the fact that the directive doea not deal
with the pr$lcne caused by the accumulation and poacible interaction
of eeveral dlf,ferent pesticide residues which rnay be present at the
same time in the eane prodlEt, even though in each caae the level rnay

be within the naximur permittcd Iimits and conacquently requegta that
the Standing Camrittee on Plant Health inveatigate this eubject as a .
matter of urgency and that the Conmission take appropriate action to
poorride the greateat possible eafeguards for coneurners' health;

L0. Requests the Couiesion in conJurrctioa $rith the appropriate experts to
adapt and supplement the existing regulations in the llght of any n*
scientifi.c and tehnological dircorreries;

1I. Regueste the Cmiasion to take imediate Bteps to ban the use of tfte
pesticides qthylene dibrcmide and ethylene dichloride;

12. Requests the Couriseion, taking the above into account, also to
incorporate the folloing anenduents in its proposal, pursuant to
Article 149, seond paragraph, of tlle tE lteat1l.
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TEXT PROFOSED BY THE CO\ITTISSIOT OF

THE EUROPE.{N COIIilUI\INES I

r-'For cclplete text see q, No. C 55, 6.3.1990, p. 14
I

r\ltNlrH) lt\l'

eropoeal for a council Dirceti.vt pn thc lixtng of maximum revers
for pesticide reridueg in and on ccrcarl intcurl:d for hunan
contumptlon

Introduclion unQhanqRd

Rccitale R.citalt

Whereaa it ia not nec.EEary to dclpte
apply the provisions of thia
Directive to produett intGrdrd
for exlnrt to non-uambcr
countrieg i

A.rticJr@

Article 9 irticle 9

This Directive *atl not .pply defqtq.
to the products refeffed to in
Article I where it can be
establighed by appropriate
evidence that they are intended
for export to non-member coUntrieE.

Afgigf6_ Ig-rndJ[ u nc hrnqGd

. Arulexes tr .rnd II unchanq€d
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TEXI PROFOSED BY IHI (OU}IISSION OF

rHE EUROPEAN COiIrlUMIITS .rlrtNuEt) t lx I'

proposar for a councir Dir€ctive on the fix.ing of maximum revels
for perticLde rcriduea in and on foodstuff. of anloar origin

fntroduction unchanqed

Rlcitau Recitals

l{hereas it ig not necoasary to delete
apply this Directive to products
for export to non-menrbcr countries

Art$clca I to g unchangcd

Articlc 9

This Directivc shall not apply
to the foodstuffg referred to in
Article I where it can be estab-
lished by appropriate cvidence
that they are intended for cxport
to non-member countriea;

delete

Articlr 9

PB 69.432/fLn.

An+Gxes I and II uEhrnsod
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B

EXPI,AIIATORY STATEII{ENT

INTRODUCTION

1. lhese proposals extend the existing rures on pesticide
residues in and on fruit, by setting tolerance leverc for
residuee of pesticides

(a) used for treating cereals,

(b) on and in foodstuffE of animal origin.

2- The two proposals were announced in the council,g resorqtion
of 22,rury 1974, according to which they should have arready been
adopted,

3. The Commission is proposing total harmonization.

GENERAL COMMENTS

4. rt would be idle to Etress the importance of meaeures for the
protection of human health which impliea the absehce of dangerous
substances in the cereare and foodstuffs of animal origin which
h,e eat.

5. The use of peaticides ie vi.tal to modern agriculture, and they
enabre agricultural productivity to be substantiarly increaeed.
However, many pesticidee in use and their metabolitea or breakdown
products may, becauee of their persistence and above alr because
of their toxicity, be absorbed by the human body through foodetuffs
with adverae aecondary effectg on health.

6. There iE therefore a need to aafeguard the consumer against the
risk presented by thege reeidues, by approximating and harmonizing
existing national provisionE in the various Member states, in order
to remove barriers to the free movement of goods.

7 - These community provisions ahould pray a major rore in eafe-
guarding consumer health, by adopting national limits on residueg
fixed according to strict toxicological oriteria.

-9- PE 59.432 /fLn.
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INDIVIDU/IL COMMENTS ON THE FIRST PRoPOSAL

8.I. Article 9 (p.7) EeemE

limite on peaticide residues
outside the Community as for
provision should be deleted.

ill-adviged. It is clear that maximum
are just aE necesEary for consumers
thoEe within it. This thoughtless

9.2. Annex rr, part B, (page 10): major toxicological research
is in progreEs on all theEe com;rounds.

It appears that 1,2 Dibromoethane and I,2 Dichloroethane are
to be regarded as potentiar human carcinogens. rt therefore s6ems
premature to Eet levels, however low, for substanceg whose human
toxicity cannot be ruted out.

The cqrunittee is therefore of the opinion that the.uEe of
these pesticides must be prohibited.

9. on the matter of pesticide residues in general, it is worth
mentioning that those encountered in consignmentg of cerears are
the reaidues of insecticideg uEed during storage and. transport.
Regidues of pesticidea used during growing are practiealry never
found.

10' rn normar circumstanceE, this is exprained by the ehort
life of the products authorized during growing and the considerabre
intervar between the last effective application to the etanding

cereals and harveating.

11' However, the btter of the law aays that a batch of grain,
in order to be reckoned sound, genuine and marketable mugt be
free of rive insects and miteE, and this frequently reads to the
excessive ug€ of insecticidee for stored grain. ro make sure that
not a singLe weevil gurviveg in a train or barge, Iarge doees are
u'Bd, with 'booster' doses each tine the goode a.e no,ed. ltris
should be stopped.
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INDIVIDIJAL CO!,IMENTS ON TIE SECOND PROPOSAL

Lz.L. Article 7 cal1e for the following comment: pesticide
residue contamination of foodetuffe of,animal origin steml from
a wide variety of soutccs; from feed in general (foddorr rr€tlr
of vegetabtre and animal origin), from the anvironment, or from
health precautLona (specifics against paraaitee). Thc Standing
committee should invite the chairman or 86cr6tary of the standing
Veterinary Committee to attend itg working rnectings whcn it is
dealing with the problmrs referred to in Article 7 (I)

L2.2. The comnent made on Articre 9 of the ccteare diretivc appries
cqually to thiE directive.

CONCLUSION

13. With these rGseavations the
of the two propoacd dircctivea.

couuittee recgmande approval

l-
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oprNIoN oF lrrE colo,rrflEB oN AGETCULTTEE

Letter from Sir Henry PLUltB, chairman of the C6nnrittee on Agriculture, to
t{r COLIJIUS, chrirnan of t}re Connittee on the Environnent, Public Eealth and

ConsuEer Protection

Brugle1l, '24 APril 198O

D€ar tlr Colllne .

At its meeting of 22-24 April 1980 the Comittee on Agriculturel
conaidered thc proporals from the Cormission of the Europ€rn Comunities to
the Council for a directive fixing maxiuun laveIs for pcrticide reeidues i.n

end on ccreale intended for humtn consuuption attd for a directive fixing
rnexiuum levelg for pesticide residuae in and oar foodltuffc of aniEAI origin
(COll(80) 14 final - DGrc. L-AO6/791 .

The aiu of thece proposala ic to lay dbr*n 
'na:rimun levels.for reeidues

of the rcat harnful and persiateat pcrticideg with rcgard to ccrcala
intended for huun conauqrtion end to foodetuffe of rniul orlgLn. The

iuportance of ther€ EoEaures lice in the hartoful effects on huuan hcalth
of the failure to fix a rnaximum level for cuch residueg, ac th6 pesticides
in qucstionr wlthout which nodern agriculture cannot melntain a eatLsfactory.
leveI of production, reapp€ar in thc food ehrlna elther vLa ccreale or via
rninal feedingatuffg.

Thecc Esaaurea supplement previous dlrcctivea adoptGd ry thc Council
prohibiting the rarketing and use of highly drngerous and harnful
gubetances in pcsticides. It ig evident thlt r Commlty rpproedr to thle
probleu, ained priuarily at prot€eting health and lfuulttng haruf,ul
cotraequenceg for the environn€nt, is necegsary also in ordcr to engure agatnst
eny barriera to trade ariaing fron dleparitics in ttre ra*inuu quentlties
fixed for pesticide reeiduec.

I Present: Mr Fr0h, vice-chairrran and acting chaizman;
![r Abens, (deputizing for l,tr Gautier) , t{rs Barbarella,
ltr Bocklet, Mr Colleselli, l.tr de Courcy Ling (deputizing
for ilr curry) , .!lr Dalgass, lrlr Delatte, lir Eelms, ltr tJiah6r,
Urs Uartin (deputizing for ttr Calllavet) , ur N$rton Dunn
(deputizing for Mr llorell), Mr Brlndlund Nlelaon, t{r drOtrmesaon,
Ur Papapi€tro, tltr Provan, Irlisg euin and lir V€rnLmen.
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The Committee on Agriculture feels that it ia auperfluous to enphasize
the importance of meaeures designed to protect the health of huroan beings
and anirnal and plant life and can therefore approve the proposed meaatrreE.
It rrould however draw attention to the need for effective monitoring of
ma4imum pesticide reEidue leve1s, the nead for strict standards governing
imports of and trade in cereala and foodstuffs of animal origi4 and aleo
the vital neceseity for there to be active and contlnuing cooperation between
the cominiEsion and experts in thi s field so that the etandards in force can
be amendqd ard added to promptly as and when sciantific research produces

;.neh, trndlngs.

(esd) Sir Henry PTJUMB
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