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Viine quality to meet hiph recuvirements

- . VIR s sans AaATE——— e o ——— - —— >

On G April the Commission adopted a draft regulation on
quality wines produced in specified arcas of the Community, and
his has now beecn submitted to the Council. The repgulation is
to introduce Community rules for these winegs,

Hardly any draflt repulation has been debated so vigorously,
revised so often, and given risce to mo mucih conflict on matters of

detail ag¢ this onc. Vhat the Comniission has now worlied out and
put before the Council is a cemuromise. It is intended as a

contribution towards a policy based on common standards, and will
take into account the different conditions ol production in the
Community, which are largely a concequence of natural circunstances
in the individual lember Etates. The Comnmission wishes to
establish conmon criteria for the production and evaluation of wine
without impairing the character of each wine, which in fact should
even be emphasized and strengthened.

In its pronosal on the common organization of the market in
winc, laid before the Council in 1951, the Commission followed the
principle that the quality of & wine depends as muci on ecological
as on technical and human factors, il.e. on goil conditions, climate

nd the abvility of the grower. he Council agrccd vith this view
and in dArticle & of Resulation Ilo. 24 of Lpril 1962 adopted a tex
that provides for a Coumunity Resgulation based on @ number of
factors.

The Commission's projosal of 3 April 1964 defines these factors,
sets out the limits of Communlf r action, and determines how much

freedom of action is to be reb11nod by the Hember States.

The important concepts of “speccified areas and ‘quality wines
produced in specified areas’ arc delfined, and rules arc laid down for
demarcatlon of the areas, vine rlanting, wine pioduction nethods,

minimua alcoliol content and yicld per hectare..

The most impertant of the ticl:lish problens with which the draft
regulation is concerned are growing methods and practices and the
designation of the wines. Since the Commission coasiders that
quality wines produced in snecified arcas can only be improved with
wines from the same areas, swecetening and blending are prohibited
in principle. ilowvever, the Commisgion had to bear in mind that it
would not be very realistic to put this principle into effect without
any transition. To tzke account of traditional practices, the
Commission decided to permit acidificetion of must and young wine,
and sweetening and blending of must and young wine (even if this
increases the volume), withia certair limits cnd on certain
conditions,
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4s for the designation oi the wines, the Commission believes
that 1 cucevanys the none of a sypecified arcs {or guality wines
produced there is the only way to vrevent confusion with other
wines, But as it would be opposed to traditional practice to
oblige growers to morket non-quality wines from w specificd area
without anv designation, the Member States are authorized to use
the names of cuch areas for ordinary wines provided certain
precautions are taken.

result ig achieved for a
in tihese circumstances,
e and assess the sensory

In orcder to ensure that tlhe desired
guality winec produced in a specified area
the proposal makes it compulsory to anclys
qualities of the wines in question.

Obviously, it would be useless to supcrvise the cquality of
wines at the production stapge but not at the marlketing stage.

Rules have therelorc been drown up to ensure control of the wine
from grower to consuner.

finally, in view of the variety of circumstances under which
sparkling and dessert wines arce produced in the Mewmber Steates,
special arrangements are to be made to cover quality wincs of these
types; the present proposced repulation relates only to quality
ordinary wines nroduced in specified areas.

Comrunity decisions and repulations

N~ Pydabru

Financing of ¢ zricultural policy con now begin

lcetinr in Brussels on 14 and 1% Anril, the Council adopted, by
gualified majority, the Commission's proposed list of basic products
on which the nct exnorts of each licmber State to non-member countries
is to be¢ caleulated under tihe virious market organizations and in
respect of vhich evwportinsg Member States moy anply for assistance
from the Turopcen sgricvlturcel Guidance and Guarantee Fund.

The Council haos thus made it possible to start common financing,
since rcfunds can only be made wvhen the net cexports eligible for
financing have been accurately determined. it present the Council
regulation covers the current resgulations on cereals, pigmeat,
poultry and eggso,. The 1list of basic products will have to be
extended to include milk and milk products, beef and veal, rice, and
50 Cne

The basic products already listed are wheat, ryc, barley, oats,
mailze, buckwheat, all kinds of millet, canary seed, other cereals;
pigneat (fresh, chilled or frozen, whole carcasses or sides);
poultry eggs in shell;  slaughtered pullets, ducks and turkeys; and
day~cld chicks.
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lefore the common financihg of refunds can vcollv be put into
effect; a number of implorenting weasures wiil still have to be

acted hy the Commizsion. working ulth the six H:mocr States in
the Committee of the LAGGTF and the NMeaggament Conmitiecs for the
varicus products.

The most dmpeortunu ol these uplementing regulaticns will
specify what cocuments tio meuwber governwents must produce for
imports snd cxperis nnd hevw ihey asinould malie application for funds.
Refunds from Communily resources will novrmally be granted only in

cspect of net auports of basic products, ond the conversion Tactors
for calcuiating the quantiiy of basic preduct in a pilven processed
product arc still Yo be laid Jown. Mest of these conversion factors
are contuined in cariler reguloiions, rut in Thc casce of gpome products
they must be checkcd, aud comprchensive factors nmay have te be worlied
out.,
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Horcover, the cxoct mnterial velume of trode to be covered by
commorn finwuncing, Limn oo Do Se.orialada, Jhie. Loveses droving up s
regulction defining trade excluding procescing trado. Once all

this hag roen done it viZ) be necessary co establisn the mininum rate
of refund, which is a detlcrnining factor Jor Community financing.

Lnother ot towerds dimnlomenting the

e millk repulation

During its session on M ana 15 April the Council took a further
v

preporatory sten towards bring 1a: the ccommon macket organization for

milk and mill products Lnte ex’stence on 1 July 1964. It made a
ulatiOﬂ Mixing the amount repreccenting freicht charbcs to the

fronticr of the dmporting moewcar country and Tronticer-crossing charges,
which determines the fﬁou~at~3rontlor wrdice of ceritaxn milk products.

In order to achicvs commoa orzanization of the milk market, the
Commission s3till needs Aata from Lne member countries - particularly
the producer tarpet prices for milk officially fixed by the member
governnents and repor s on the aids for milic paid out by them. This
information must be passed on to ‘Ho Commission as soon as possible
if the milk reguliation s tce come into force on ithe stipulated date.

Council agrees on conversion factors for calculating levies on cuts

of beef ¢ Ls,n.si.. venl

hrticle 5(2) of the regulation on gradual cstablishment of a
common organization of marizets for the beef sector Llpuldt'm that
the levies fmrosed orn processed products are to be based on conversion
factors fix«d by the Council or the Ccmmission's proposal.

These conversiorn frster- ~¢ ~7 sreot danerianes to the subsequent

development of tradc. They also affect the marketing system for live
slaughter cattls irn relation Lo mesnd,
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During its session on 14 and 1% April, the Council agrecd to
fix the conversion foctors. The Commigsion is optimistic about
the prospects ol the markcet organization coning into force on timce,
since conditions arce theorctically favourable. But this too will
depend on the prompt co=-onerction of 211 member countries in giving
the Commigssion the roguired details.,

It must also be remembered that for political reusons sone
member governments want the new agricultural market orgonizations to
come into effect together. In essence, this means thdt worl: on the
other regulations - organization of the wilk market, for instance =~
should procced at the sane pace as work on the ro gulutlon for the
becf market.

In the beef sector, the Council already has other proposcd
regulations before it, such as the one on the criteria for uniform
arrangements for intervention on markcets in the wmember countries.

i

Progress in orponizcotion of the ricc market

During its session on 1l and 15 April, the Council reached
agreement on the criteria for establishing the fixed amounts for rice

and broken rice. ‘hese amounts determine the prefercnce to be

accorded to ricc from EEC HMember States over rice from outside the
Community, undcer the ncw comamon organization of the rice market.

In worliing out the critceria on which the fixed ariounts are based
the startiug pvoint tekon was the criteria for the fixed amount for
cereals set out in Council Regulation No. 48, adopted in 1962.

Furthermore, in Regulotion No. 30/04 the Commission fixed the
gquantity conversion factor for exprcssing paddy as husked rice in the

case of round-groin (common) rice. This regulation is bascd on
Article 7 of Regulation Wo. 16/6%. The Cereals Management Committec

had given o favourable opinion on the matter.

First implementing regulstion concerning applications for grants

from the BACGE

By regulation dated 5 February 1964, the Standing Committee
on Agricultural Structures was given a new task under the European
Agricultural Guidance and Guurantcce Fund (Guidance Scction). During
its sccond sceosion, speeially convened for the purpose, the Committee
discusscd the first rogulation implementing the regulation on the’
granting of ald by thc BEAGGT.

Article 20(5) of Regulation No. 17/64 lays down that the data
to be supplicd in anplications, and the form in which applications
must bc filed, are to be specificd by the Commission after consulting
the Stonding Committec. The draft regulation now proposed by the
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Commission has been unanimously approved by the Committce and can be
put into e¢ffect in all six member countries once the Commission has
formally promulgated it. Article 20 of Repulation No. 17/64L
stipulates thet applications for aid from the Fund must be submitted
to the Commission by 1 October each year. The Commission must comc
to a decision on the substanze of the matter by 31 December of the
following year.

Lowever, applications for aid in 1964 can be subamitted up to
1 July 1964, Applications must be put forward through the Hember
State concerncd.

To be cligible for aid from the Fund, any project must have the
approval of the Member State on whose territory it is to be carried
out. If an application is not thus approved, the Member State may
forward the application to the Commission for information.





