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| am looking forward to welcoming you and our other colleaguss o Vienna for the
European Council maeting en 11 and 12 December 1998, We have already had an
opporwnity of discussing the Topics on our agenda, for which, ence again, many thanks.

The dehate on the fulure of Europe thax was begun in Cardiff is glving added momeanTum 1o
tha process of Européan integration, The 3im is 10 focus the Eurapean Unian’s econoMmic and
polltical sirengths, to harness thern more 10 paople’s needs. Wae usaed our infermal meeting In
Pértschach to press Yor policies af particular ralevance to aur citizens: economic stabllity and
employment, internal security and 3 stronger rele for the Eurcpean Unien In the sutside woerld.

We must now continue along these linas, in the spirit of the Pértschoch meeting. both at the
Vienna Ewropean Council and under the forthcoming Pracidencles.

Our meeting will begin at 10.00 on Friday 11 December with an exchange of views with the
President of the European Parliament on the key quextipns befare the European Counci)-
The Counclli’s first working session will swart at 10.30. As | discussed with you earlier, we
shall start by deciding @ make Heldmut Xahi, the former German Faderal Chancellor. an
honorary citizen of Burope.

The session will then facus on cenural [ssues of economic and emuleyment policy. 2
discussioh at which the Finance Ministers will be present. Tha aim is To give a further strong
beost 10 comrman Europaan efforts 1o craats jebs and to suengthen economic palicy
coordination. We aught 8 zoncentrate on the following ropics:

A review of the implementation of the European Employment Strategy and ita future
development ' '

Externs! representarion of tha Europesn Unlon in EMU matters

Enhanced sconomic pohicy coardinatian,

AX the end of the morning sessign wa shauld alse consider how we can make mara progress
In integrating environmental jesues into Community policies.
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- This will be followed bY 2 ceremony in which Halmut Koh!, the tormer Germnan Federal
Chancellor, will be made an honorary citizen of Eurepe, and then by the group pholo.
Thomas Kiestll, the Ausman Fedsral President, has invited the Members of the
Europadn Council and Hetmut Kahl, the farmer German Federal Chuncellor. 10 lunch at the
Hofburg at approx. 13.15. The Finance Ministers will be lunching =t tha Hotel Bristo! at the
same time, while the Ministers and State secretarles for Européan Affairs presant in Vienna
will have their lunch &t the Hatel Sachsr. S

The second working cassion, starting afver lunch at 15.00, will centra an an imensive and

supxstantive exchangs of views on the key jssuas of Agenda 2000, Wa should also confirm
the timetable for concluding Agenda 2000,

Afterwards we should hold a short discuasion. on the basis of the prohn‘muy work alresdy

done, on a faw other issuss aiso discusaed in pPort=chach. Chist among these will be furure

davelopmants in the field of justice and hame affairs, common forelgn end security policy

instruments and the future developmant of that policy. subaidiarity and the instructions far

improving the working af the inetitytions lssuad in Caiditf. As we discugsed, we should also
jook =t the guaestien of asking the Commisgion 0 study the links pbatwesnh the internal market
and estsblished sporting Stiuctures in our countries.

At 20.15 1 should then like te invite you wo a working sinner a1 the Upper Belveders. | would
suggest that we begin by discussing the progress of the amlargement pracess. We should
algo consider the Europsan suategy tor Turkay and Jogk into topic

We shall then discuss the situadon iD Russla.

Al the same tima. over dinner, the Forsign Ministers will be dealing with major external policy
issuas facing the Europaan Union, espacially the Western Balkans and the Middle East.

A dinn-r tor FAinEnce Ministers and Maembers of the Mon

etary Comnmbctee will be held
:am:urnrlm.

As usual, we shall mest ng3in at 9.00 on Saturday 1 2 Decemnber to propare aur eanclusians.
This tima thay will alsa cqemprise the “Vienha Strategy”, 8@ SUmMary of the discussions on tha
future of Europc bagun in Cardift and comtinued in pareschach.
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At about 13.00 we shall be joined, as | discussed with you, by the Heads af State and

t and the Forelgn Miristers of the Central and Eastern Europsan coumnes invalved
Govermnment a :

in the accession proceas.

our discussiens at a working session o be held aver lunch.

raken with eur guests.

and of Cyprus. We sheuld brisf gur gussts on the main eutcome of

Afterwards a group phote will be

| am loeking forward to wieleoming vou to Vienna and .ﬁrrn_l\! believe that our meating will
bring the Evropean Unien an importent yrtep nearer ta its citizons.
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