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Introduction

In 1984 the Commission of the European Communities published a dossier entitled The Europe-
South dialogue which described the history, aims and instruments of the Community’s development
policy. This publication was up-dated in 1985 and 1988.

The Commission, wishing to illustrate this policy with concrete examples, has selected a number
of operations financed by the Community in different parts of the world. These are presented in this
second volume.

The Community has consistently supported the economic and social development of the poorer
countries. In 1958 it set up the first European Development Fund for some 20 ‘overseas countries
and territories’ situated for the most part in Africa and linked by colonial ties with some of the
countries of the Community. With the first enlargement this cooperation was gradually extended to
the whole of Africa, the Caribbean, the Pacific, the southern and eastern Mediterranean, Asia and
Latin America.

By the end of 1986, the Community had committed some twelve and a half thousand million
ECU for development projects (not counting food aid and emergency aid) and spent nearly ten
thousand million since 1958.

While Africa, where the Community has been involved since the end of the 1950s, provides a
majority of the examples selected, these are drawn from countries in all six geographical areas and
cover all sectors which are essential to their economic development.

Four sectors account for almost nine tenths of total Community commitments to date: rural
development, including village water supplies, animal husbandry and fisheries; industry, together
with energy, mining, tourism and trade; the ‘social’ sector — education, training and health; and
transport and communications. Examples from this last sector have been included in the chapter on
regional cooperation.

The operations described here were chosen because they have significantly improved the eco-
nomic or social condition of those for whom they were intended and because they are representative
of the Community’s overseas development work. In presenting them an attempt has been made to
explain their background, the measures taken and the results achieved.

Development takes time, and 10 operations begun in the 1960s or early 1970s have been
included; they show that persistence pays dividends. The majority, however, were launched in the
late 1970s and early 1980s, while a few are too recent to show more than partial results.

A number of these operations have been supported by other organizations as well as the Com-
munity: the World Bank, FAO, WHO, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), institutes of trop-
ical medicine and agriculture. Their involvement in certain projects is mentioned but not described
in detail in this brochure, which naturally concentrates on the Community’s contribution.

This is not limited to the provision of funds. While the partner countries are responsible for the
sectoral allocation of the resources placed at their disposal, and the involvement of local commu-
nities is always essential, the experts recruited by the Community and its own qualified staff have
contributed in no small measure to the design and successful execution of many projects. The tech-
nical assistance they provide is as much a part of the Community’s contribution as its financial
support.






Rural
development

Rural development in the broad sense has received a larger share of
Community funds than any other sector: 31 % of all commitments
up to the end of 1986, not counting food aid counterpart funds which
are also used for operations in this area.

This is the result of a deliberate choice. The third Lomé Conven-
tion, which aims to encourage greater self-reliance in the developing
countries, places special emphasis on agricultural and rural develop-
ment; on the basis of the programmes negotiated with the ACP
countries, this sector should attract on average 80 % of Lomé III
project funds.

In Asia and Latin America Community development aid is not
governed by a convention. It is based on a unilateral decision of the
Twelve and governed by a regulation which confines its scope to
rural development and regional cooperation.

Community aid to the Maghreb and Mashreq countries is more
diversified because its cooperation agreements with them do not
provide for concentration on one particular area. In practice,
however, some of them, like Morocco and Tunisia, have devoted a
substantial share of Community funds to agriculture and food pro-
duction.

Overall, roughly two thirds of resources have been devoted to
agricultural production. Up to 1975 the Community supported cash
crops and food crops in almost equal proportions — 1.9 million hec-
tares of cash crops and 1.8 million hectares of food crops were
financed from the first three European Development Funds (EDF).
More recently greater emphasis has been placed on food crops, but
none the less the Community has financed the plantation or
improvement of over half a million hectares of coffee, cocoa, tea
and palm oil over the last 10 years.

Of the other sub-sectors, integrated projects and animal hus-
bandry each accounted for about 10 % of total commitments in the
rural sector from the fourth and fifth EDFs (1976-85), with fisheries
and rural water supplies accounting for about 10 % between them.
While integrated projects appeared on the scene in the mid-1970s,
and fishery and livestock projects achieved prominence with the
Lomé Conventions, rural water engineering has been a major area
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