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BACKGROUND PAPER

EUR ~AST OR

Whﬂe the share of Asian world trade'in the global ma:ket is ex_pand:ng tremendously, the

iitensity of -the mutual tnderstanding and; more generally, of the relations- betiween

Eu:roPe and As1a1s, so far weak.

'I-‘rom 2 cultural pm’spectwe, for example for each Asian stadent educated in Earope, four.

are educated mt’neUSA wiile aratherhmﬂednumber ofEumpmnprofassom spent 2
pazt of then' aczdexmc career in Asxamm:vemues _'

As1a stll rmms a margmal d&stmaton for Em'opm investors: it represents a mere
2,6% of their mvestments in stocks.

As far as trade-is concerriéd; Eutopé accounted for nearly 25% in value of imports info-

Asia in 1970 but- only 15% in 1992. Tn addition to that, the presenﬂevel of the political
dialogue has not yet t:ans]ated the economic gtowth of the most dynam:{c.Asia'ncountn&e:
'mto polrttcal mﬂuence on the world scene,

Moreover the ﬁndmgs of a su.rvey (1) on" Thei 1mage ofEu:ope andthe Bmopm Umon
in Scuth and East Asia™ indicate that the European Union' suffers from a poor image in:

. “Europe is comsidered by mary (Asiar) to be: q rather distant contment, both
aeogmpkzcaﬂly and influentially, partzcu]wb: in comparison to ﬂ:e US.{ and
. Japan which have a nruch higher profile®.

gé(l:h ¢ sirvey, financed by the Exropean Commission, was carried aut among Aszin efites in Jaly 1994by
2893

Rue-de Ia Loi 200, B-1045 Brussais, Belgium - Offices SG 14. 174, :
Telephone: exchange (+32-2)299.11.11, direct Tne 29923 14 - 299, 123 17 Fa:c 299.10 &
Tdax: COMEU B 21877. Tebg;aph:caddrw COMEUR Bmse&. o

":T.};ﬁ-ﬁééﬁﬁl"fkw:\ﬂﬂ;\ - envnaeyIve TVI TA®T


kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box

kms214
Text Box


s ————ta Tt AT

L N - .

K278 61 08Q emI] juldd TG 8T ET QT RMIL paafaoay T
*T g EUROPEAN COMMISSION
: f; DIRECTORATE GENERAL I/B
“ EXTERNAL RELATIONS: Scuthem Mediterranean, Middle East, Latin America, South and
L1 South-East Asia and North-South Cooperation
South and South Fast Asia
Brussels, 13 December 1995
Ref: RC/st - ré\fxcovre
174
FAX
To Mrs. A. R. SWEENEY FAXNR 202 429 1766
Comp. ﬁgﬁggﬁ%ﬁm"” WASHINGTON PHONENR | 6454953
From | Roberto CARPANO FAXNR | 322299.08.72
Assistant to the Director PHONENR | 32.2.296.12.73
SUBJECT | EU/ASIA SUMMIT - FORUM VENICE
PAGES ‘5' (this cover sheet included) i
T E pa:
MESSAGE DHY . o}
CitaradM | f
i —f
rouf v
AGR[ !
P coM/R f
ke
DEVY ,
| ECO/FIN. | j
erd | RSIRSJS jp
! e Lo

If this copy is illegible, please call 299.08.46

Rue de 1a Loi 200, B-1049 Brussels, Belgium - Office: SC14 3710.
Telephone: exchange (+32-2)289.11.11, direct fine 296.12.73. Fax: 299.02.04.
Telex: COMEU B 21877. Telegraphic address: COMEUR Brussels.

TARMCOEN T IATYVYNT TN -

AfASASATTmA TrEr Y




econt TS

CR¥ZZie 1 oeq ewrl julig WYGT:§ floeq awl] paalaoey -t

A,gamst this backgrotmd, a mthmg ana‘_ strengtheéning’ of the’ Eirope-Asiarelationship-
.is today an trgent pnomy Tt can be initiated by the public’ system, the: European Union; .
:_but it needs 5 be implemented by the dvnamic-and comenitted-Europeanand Asian civil”
: soc1ety

s ”Fowards a new Asia sfrategy -approved by the EmoPean Couincil at Esseanecember 3
1994 and by the. European Parliament in summer 1995 has:been the fIISt important step.”
towan:!s this du'ecnon. The straleay has twoe main’ onenfanons

Taise the EU’s proﬁle in As:a and eﬂhance mumal tmderstandmg;
'-‘_ - sl:rengthen the EU's eccmormc presence n the reg:on_

Sxm.ﬂar conﬂdemons have led the ASEAN lmders to propose the -first Asia - Em-ope'
‘Meeting between the EU and Asian Heads of State and Government which will take
place in'March 1996 in Bangkok. It is rmporta:nt to underline that the meeting itseif will
'be a major step since the presence of the European and Asian leaders is an indication of
their respective interest in strengthemng Europe-Ma Telations. A pew impetus to the
relations-between -the two regions in the dmecuon of a tme parlnersth is expected asa
fo]low-—up

In order to prepare thxs major event and to increase mutual understandmg, the Eumpm:-_
CDD:!D]JSSIOII is organising the “EUROPE - ASIA FORUM™ wWiich will hopefully be the first of .
a senes of Inghlevel consultative meetings focused on Etropean arid Asian civil society.

I‘he F orum zums to
demyst:fy cettam pm—cepuons prevaﬂmg in relation to Furope and Asia;-.

voxd chchs- '

aiiempt to brmg the two oonnnenrs closer

L id. 1deunfy cond:tmns on the basxs of whmh future commltmmrs between the two.-'
i tégions can flourish.

‘_ 3 ,-".." Lo

Ihe Forum will be orgamised at the prestigious Cini Fonndation in Venice with the
support -of the Itahan Presidency and- the City of Venice: The Forum Wwill sce. the'
Pamgpauon of the Ttalian Minister of Foreign Affzirs ~ Mrs. Sussanza-Agnelli, a-semior -
reprwemztwe of -the Eumpm Parliament, the Vice Presidents . of . the -‘European
-:Commission - Mr Manuel Mazm and Sir Leon Bnﬂan, and the Mayor ofVemce Mr -
Mass:mo Caccza:n_ T ) .

The debaies wﬂlstart na plena:ry session the 18 Ja:nuaqr and Wﬂl Elrv1de iato. s Woﬂcmg’~
groups on19 January ’I'he foHomng moderators havebeemdem:ﬁed to chan' the woﬂgng
“groups (comprising 15 to 20 persons each). : S s . -
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Wariczng grayps MO a"_efdto —(

- 1/ Past, pment and ﬁxture of EurOpe-ASIa. o To ’;e;o_nﬁm;ed
tecbnology exchange T
- 2/ Confhct rsolutxon in Asxa.. exoepuon or- . Ms Shobanz Bhartia, Executive
cxample‘7 C . D::rector of ﬂlerndustan Tm:es )
- 3/ Unity and drvczmty of Asla: - ‘Mr Ghanﬁanco Zoppas, Pr&mdent of - .-
‘ g’compamhve geopolitical approach IRCA Cle
%1/ Understanding Asian values . ) Gﬂes Memﬂ; Director Fornm ©
o Enope-
5/ Religions inelation to progress Edgar Morin, Directeur of CETSAH
o (Centre dEindes Interdisciplinaite, '
Soczologle, Anthropolog;e,lﬁstone)

Ineachmse,thethmewﬂlbem&oduwdbyan"adhoc"referencepaperwlnchwi]lbe: =

pr&sentedbylmdmgﬁmopanrmchmsum(seepage@

Faghtylughly esteemed expertsﬁnmEmcpe andAsnawﬂItakepmtmtheForm They

hzvebeenmvned _on account . of their expertise, professtonal. background and personal - B
mietwtmrelanontotheSthmswhchwmbedebamddnnngtheWozhnggmups.A".-'

careful selecnonhas beenmadem ordm-to have abalancedpamclpahon ofreprwent:vs
ﬁ'om the busm&es commumty, from amdemc circles and from civil society. Moreover, a -
@eclﬁc attention has Jbeer paid to ensure a bala.nced participation ‘from the different
Asxan and Buropmn oountncs

"l\/fzgorEuroPeanéndAsxanmedaawi‘ﬂcovertheFormnmmﬂe:foensurethaithe::_:' .
contenioftbecﬁswsmonswﬂlbcneﬁthpmandAmdmon-makasanda}so _—

haye an tmpact ofi a larger public.

The ﬁve them&s debzted by the workmg groups havebeen selected un~the ‘basis-of Ihem ‘
m:poﬂznce in thezelatlons‘betweenEmope and Asia. They reprmentsome ofthemost .
comimon clichés and areas of possible mismderstanding between-the two regions. |
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- Past, praelzt mzd ﬁzrure af Em'ope ./ Asur technalogy exc?zmge: the theni"

. £

identify long term trends of. technology, exchange;: first fromi Asia‘to Euroi:e,?:&éﬁ_ﬁ
from Emopeto Asia, and the actual flows of: excha:ngesbetween thé two Tegions with:

- the pezspechve of mutual beneﬁr.

; Corgﬂz'd rxo[azzon in Asw. z::cephon ‘or- aanple.. the aim- is to analyse how:v
- $pecific Asian and European ways of . problem«solvmg and decjmon—makmg pe:sxstm :
<'a context of rapid. globalisation and ‘to :compare 'Asian. and . European modes of
B governance- fora mutual beneﬁt.

'Unzzy and dzvmr{y qf Asia : a geopolitical approaclr even if the name "ASIa may
2. bé an externat label, a certain umity. ofAsxanevctthelese:ns;theobJecuvewto
: 1dentlfy and specxfy cornmon culhiral denomm:ors, usmg a geopolr&cal approach.

N Undemtandizngswn values: the objechve is to encourage debaie about dIﬂ‘erenoes

and complementanities which may exist between Asian and Earopean systems- of
value, identify their similarities and assess then' sustamabijity within t’he context of an
emerging global culthiral framework. . ) .

" Religions in relatzmz 1o progress:. the ob_;ectwezs to presenx the role of :ehglons in-
“the context of EU-Asia dialogue in relation to progress, morality as well as an

_'.".economlcand social dynacmc factor

"The debats on these five themes will take place on thebasxs of refe:ence papem which,

are ‘being prepared by teams composed of Aszan and Emopwn ex'pens mobﬂxsed by five

e

EumpeanCentrs'

?ﬂxemes - I{esearch DzreczarsT Title European Centres'

I ‘Clandm Laone .. Director Mondimpresa

2 Francois Godement Senior, IERI (Jostitat Frangais de’
-Rsea:ch Fellow - - TeIanansI'niemshonaIes)

Michel Fouchéer - Director. Observaton'e Emopeen de

Géopolitigue - -~ @ o

LU R

- Jacane$ Pelkmsns  Research Ditector - EmcspeaninsutuieforSmth j;
andSouﬂx-East AszanStudi&;

Kﬁs'téfer_ Schipper: - Head Professor”, - Iniemanonallnstmrte for
) Asian Studies -

The conclusmns of the workshops will be presented by the-moderators.in the plenary.
.session on the third day and will be the basis foﬂhcpre_patanon offhepmceedmgs of the’
Forum. '
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