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PRESS COMMUNIQUE

First session at Ambassador level
of the dialogue between the
Furopean Communities and the

ASEAN countries

The first meeting at Ambassador level, in the context
of the dialogue procedure between the European Communities
and the ASEAN countries, was held in Brussels on 29 November
1977 at the seat of the Council of the European Communities.

This meeting was chaired jointly by H.E. Hr Carlos
FAUSTINO, Philippines' Ambassador and Chairman of the ASEAN
Boards Committee, for the ASEAN countries and by H.E. Mr
Joseph VAN DER MEULEN, Belgian Permanent Representative and
Chairman of the Permanent Representatives! Committee, for
the Community.

The ASEAN countries were represented by their Heads
of Missions to the European Communities, The Communities
were represented by the Ambassadors, Permanent Representatives
of the Member States and by representatives of the Commission (J).
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(1) A list of participants is attached hereto.
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Tu recent years the Comaunity and the ASEAN countries
have, by means of specific acts, demonstrated on numerous
occasions their common will to strengthen and intensify
further the liilis between the two regions. This will
originates, on the one hand, in the ASELN countries’ desire
to introduce in their international relations a larger
element of balance. On the other hand, the Community
supnorts these countries’ efforts to establish 45N as
a regional entity whose political and economic importance
is increasing.

An initial practical demonstration of this mutual
will wus the cichange of letters in 1975 between the

[<ER ]

Comanission and che ASAN countries which led to the
establishment of o Commission/ASELN joint study group in
the context of which fruitful co-operation has developed

since then.

In response to an initiative by the ASEAN countries
the Council, in June 1977, sought to add a new dimension to
the linlks already existing between both regions. It was
thus agrced to commence a dialogue at Ambassador level in
order to permit the .S:IAN countries to have direct contacts
through the Council with the llember States of the Communities
and to hold exchonges of views on problems of common interest,

Today's meeting was the first time that this new
procedure had been implemented and at the end of it both sides
were satisfied with the friendly atmosphere which had
reigned and noted with satisfaction that their discussions
had veen held in a practical and pragmatic fashion.
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The following asvnects of the discussions held on the

different specific problems on the agenda for the meeting
should be mentioned.

1e

The meeting firstly allowed both sides to talke stock
of the developmenis which have occurred recently in relations
between the two regions. In this context, particula
mention was made of the relatively modest presence of the
Community in the ASEAN region i1if this presence was compared
with that of other economic entities.

The ASEAN countriecs formulated detailed arguments in
favour of the introduction, on a bilateral level between
the two regions, of a "Stabex scheme" for their exports
of commodities: the Community pointed out that it adopted
a multilateral approach on this matter and that an
internatior.al study was at present under way which stemmed
from the initiative talten in particuler by it in the
context of the North-South dialogue.

The ASEAN countries indicated their concern that the
Community ~ faced with economic difficulties the gravity
of which could not be denied - had cdopted or might e
considering the adoption of measures which would have Fhe
effect of limiting exworts of products of particular
importance to the ASLAN. ADLAN stressed the need for
consultation to allow for a closer examination, prior to
such measures being made, of all implications which might
arisc for the exporting countries coucerned. The Community
assured ASLIlY of its desire to comply fully with its inter-
national obligations, in particular those enterel into under
GATT.
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LBEAN gave a detailed account of serveral measures
which would allow a better use to be made of tﬁe system
of generalised preferences. The Comaunity poin#ed out that
these comments were made at a particularly opportune
noment since the preblems concerned are covered ?y a
current Cuummission proposal, encompassing these needs,
which is at present pending in the Council. }

It was noted that ASEAN expressed its appreciation
of the assistance given by the Community to two of its Illember
countries under the Comnunity’s programme on financial
and technical aid to the non-associated countriecs {aid to
rural development). A3SEAN also attributes great importance
to the recognition of its regional identity in the implementation
of the Community’s said programme and the programme on aid '
to trade promotion. The Community stated its willingness
to examine in an open and positive frame of mind the
possibilities of fulfilling this wish, while satisfying
the criteria governing the implementation of the Community
programnes in question.

‘As for development co-operation projects not covered
at this stage by the progsgramnes mentioned above, ASEAN
noted that the dialogue could provide an opportunity to
examine to what extent such AJZAN projects could be
carried out with the assistance of certain Idember States.
The Community said that these suggestions should be
examined more closely, talking into account the Resolution
aporoved by the Council .n the day before this meeting.
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The purpose of this Resolution - over and above existing
co—-ordination arrangements for Community and llember Stetes?
aid -~ is, to better co-ordinate the bilateral activities
of two ox more ilember States in a country or for a group

of particular developing countries or when the implementation
of joint prcjects is involved.

Both sides pointed out the impoftance for each of them
{0 intensify Luropean investments in ASTAN, bearing in
mind in particular the potential of that region: the
Comnunity was particularly satisfied with the largze number
of bilateral agreements alrcady concluded betwcen llember
States belonging to both regions, these agrecments giving
reasonable guarantees to Duropecan investors. It was
pleased that ASIAN had expressed a desire to complete the
arrangements already existing in this field. Finally,
both sides noted the success of the first conference on
industrial co-~operation held in .ipril 1977 in Brussels
which will be followed by a second conference on the same
subject planned for the third quarter of 1978 in Jalarta.

a0BAN stressed the importance of measures to encourage
transfers of technology, which have immediate and direct
benefits to ASALN industrialisation plans. In this
connection, the Community took note of a series of specific
activities which A0BAN considered particularly appropriate
and of the suggestion to set up o "Centre for promotion
of transfer of technology'™. Finally they observed that
the first seminar on the transfer of technology held in
September 1977 in Singapore had produced very satisfactory
results and that it would be followed by & second seminar

in 1978.
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9. The Comménity informed ASEAN of the fact that the
possibility of subsequently holding an ASEAN-ERC meeting™
at Miniéterial level had been discussed in :a positive
spirit at a recent meeting of the Council of the
European Communities. It was stressed that the new
dialogue could make a definite contribution to the
preparation of such a meeting and that this item could
usefully appear on the agenda for the next session.
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LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS
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DELEGATION DE TA COMMUNAUTE

M, VAN DER MFEULEN Ambassadeur,
Représentart Permarent de
1a Belzinue,
Président du Comité des
Revrésentants Permanents

1. CASPARI Directeur Général adjoint
des Relations extérieures,
Commission des Communautés
européermes

BELGIQUE

M. MINEUR Conseiller de Légation,
Représentation Permanente

DANEMARK

M. RIBERHOLDT Ambassadeur,
Représentant Permanent

M. NAEGELI Conseiller,
Représentation Permanente
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REPUBLIQUE FEDERALE D'ALLEMAGNE

M. SIGRIST Ambassadeur,
Représentant Permanent

M. ABEL Conseiller,
Représentation Permanente

M. FISCHER Premier Secrétaire,
Représentation Permanente

FRANCE

M. de La BARRE de NANTEUIL Ambassadeur,
Représentant Permanent

M. le ROUX Conseiller Commercial,
Représentation Permanente

IRLANDE

M. DILLON Ambassadeur,
Représentant Permanent

M. HOEY Troisiéme Secrétaire,
Représentation Permanente

ITALIE

M. PLAJA Ambassadeur,
Représentant Permanent

M. DI PACE Premier Secrétaire,
Représentation Permanente
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LUXEMBOURG

M. DONDELINGER Ambassadeur,
Représentant Permanent

PAYS-BAS

M. van OORSCHOT Ministre plé&nipotentiaire,
Représentation Permanente

M. JACOBOVITS de SZEGED Conseiller d'Ambassade,
Représentation Permanente

M. van ZUTPHEN Deuxidme Secrétaire d'Ambassade,
Représentation Permanente

ROYAUME-UNI

Sir Donald MAITLAND Ambassadeur,
Représentant Permanent

M. ROBERTS Premier Secrétaire,
Représentation Permanente

COMMISSION

1, HULL Direction Gérérale des
Relations extérieures

1414 e/77 (Presse 154) (ANNEXE) cm eee/ven



SECRETARIAT GENERAL DU CONSEIL

M. DOUMONT Directeur Général
M. DUBOIS Directeur Général adjoint
M. VAN DONGEN Chef de Division
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M.

M.

FAUSTINO

AGUILLON

Mlle MENEZ

M.

M.

SURYO

SENG
DJATTI

SARASIN
TANAPHONG
PIROMYA
BUNYASIRIPHANT

TAN

CHEN

Mlle KWANG

M.

M,

BURKHAN

KADIR

ASEAN

TS . M M M Btz

PHILTIPPINES

Président,
Ambassadeur

Premier Secrétaire

Troisidme Secrétaire

INDONESIE

Vice-Président,
Ambassadeur

Premier Secrétaire
Attaché commercial

THAILANDE

Ambassadeur
Conseiller

Premier Secrétaire
Premier Secrétaire

SINGAPOUR

Conseiller,
Chargé d'affaires

Conseiller
Premier Secrétaire

MALAISIE

Conseiller é&conomique,
Chargé d'affaires

Conseiller
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