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COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 

GENERAL SECRETARIAT 

PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 28 October 1976 

1207/76 (Presse 125) 

The 41 5th mcc Ling of ·thP c;o,mr:i 1 of the European 

Gomm1mi ties will be held at 11 .00 on Thurcday 4 November 1976 
in the Charlemagne buildingy 170 rue de la Loi, Brussels, with 

Mr T.E. WESTERTERP, minister of Transport, Water Control and 

Construction, in the Chair. 

The following items will be discussed at this meeting: 

Questions concerning the United iTations 9 Convention on a Code 
of Conduct for Liner Conferences 

development of joint Community projects in the field of 
maritime transport 

consultation procedure concarning_relations in the field of 
shipping between the Member States and third countries and 
concerning discussions on the subject in international 
organizations 

development of the common transport policy (report on 
1974-1976 - Commission statement) 

system of observation ~or contracts for the transport of 
goods by railway, road and inland vraterway between Member 
States 

system of reference tariffs for the carriage of goods by 
road between Member States 

- approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to 
road worthiness tests for motor vehicles and their trailers 

... / ... 
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the minimum level of training for road transport drivers 

exchange of views on improving national systems of commercial 
vehicle taxation 

- co-operation between European Community railway undertakings 

- Community tariff for the carriage of goods by road between 
Member States 

- social legislation relating to road transport (statement by 
the Commission). 

. 
0 

0 0 

The President of the Council will hold a press conference 

after the meeting. 
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The Governments of the Nember States and the Commission 
of the European Communities were represented as follows: 

~~~~: 

~r Josef CHABERT 

Denmark: ------
Mr Niels fiATHIASEN 

!;l!r Jprgen HALCK 

Q~~= 

Dir Heinz RUHNAU 

France: 

Mr Marcel CAVAILLE 

Ireland: -------
:Mr Peter BAR:J.Y 

!~~l: 

Mr Attilio RUFFINI 

!!~~~!!!E2.~Efi: 

Ivlr I1Iarcel N'i.ART 

I\Iinister for Transport and 
Ports and Harbours 

llinister for Transp.ort 

State Secretary, 
Einistry of Public Wo:-.."ks 

State Secretary, 
I''Linistry of Transport 

State Secretary for Transport 

Linister for Transport and 
Energy 

I.Iinister for Transport 

i1inister for Economic Affairs
9 

Transport and Power 
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The Netl:.erlands: ---------------
llr T .E. WESTERTERP 

M:r I\ii. H .m • V .AN HULTEN 

2!!!~~~-If~!!eiS!9.!!!= 

}iir Stanley Clinton DAVIS 

The Commission: 
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l::Iinister for Transport 

State Secretary, 
IIinistry of Transport 

Parliamentary Under Secretary 
of State for Companies, 
Aviation and Shipping 

Kr Carlo SCARASCIA MUGNOZZA Vice-President 

0 

0 0 
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HARKET :r..10N1TORING 

The Commission communication o:P October 1975 on the 
operation of the.markets for the carriao;-e of ~oods on land 
(by rail, road and inland waterways) ~~thin the Community 
visualized the :o,Tadual introduction of a com.l'llon transport 
system cuch as to contribute to the achievement of the 
objectives of the Treaty of Ro~e, in particular the improve
ment of the quality of life, strndard of livin.~ and conditions 
of employment and the smooth execution of transport operations 
at the least cost to the community. 

In order to operate such ~ system, the interested ci~cles 
should h~vc access to cdequcte economic information if they are 
to make correct investment decisions. Such information should 
also f8.cili tate the preparation of national and Conummi ty 
decisions in m2.tters of market regulation. 

With this in mind the Cornnission attached to its 
communication, inter alia, a proposal for the introduction of 
a system. for moni torin -:, the mfl.Xkets for the c8.rriao:e of :~·oods. 
In connection '.vi th this proposal, the Council took note of tl1e 
Permsnent Representatives Committee's interim report, and 
agreed to invite the Commission to collaborate vdth national 
experts in examinin~ certain questions re,rr,ardin.r:; the statistics 
necessary for the implementation of the m~rket monitoring 
system 2nd to report bD.cl: as soon as possible. 

It also instructed the Permanent Representatives Committee 
to continue its exa~mination of the Commission proposal in the 
li~ht of the above-mentioned report. 

1224 e/76 .(Presse 128) art/:MI/ea . .. ; ... 



- 5 - 4.XI.76 

DEVELO)~l.f~~_T... OF THE COI.JEOU :L'::-1ANSPORT POLICY 

The Council took note of a Commission statement 
concerning the developBent of the cornnon tr~~sport policy 
which takes stock of work done during the years 1974 to 

1976. 

On ·the basis of the COIIL.!lission communication of 
25 Octobe~ 1973 on this policy and of Co~~cil discussions, 
the last of which was };.eld on 15 October 1975, work in 
this field has centred o:;.1 a series of practica1 individual 
actions rat~er than on a ]~a-determined overall and 
integral approach. 

The Cor.Jillission state::.1ent highlighted -~Le se:.~ies of 
actions originally plan:aed, the tasks accmrrplished and 
the situation of the cu~rent work, and included the 
Commission's political assessment. 

1224 e/76 (Presse 128) art/:II/ja ... ; ... 
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RO.@ TR.ANSPORT TARIF~ 

The Council discussed the-proposal for a Council 
Regulation for a system of reference tariffs for the 
carriage of goods by road· between Member States. 

In order to allow sufficient time for the detailed 
examination of the implications and details of the planned 
system, the Council agreed, under the present circumstances, 
to continue the compulsory bracket tariff system for 1977. 

In this connection, it instructed the Permarlent Repre
sentatives Committee to examine the Commission's initial 
proposal bearing in mind the problem of monitoring capnciti~s 
in the field of the carriage of goods. 

ROADRORTHINESS TESTS FOR MOTOR VEHICLES 

The Council agreed to Bet on the proposal for a .. 
Directive on the appro:rimation of the lo:as of the Member 
States relating to roadworthiness tests for motor vehicles 
&.nd their trailers at its next meeting on transport 
questions, pl~ed for 16 December 1976. 

1224 e/76 (Presse 128) art/rni/ja . .. ; ... 
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The Cotmcil recorded its agreement in principle on 
the Directive laying dovm_ the minimum level of training 
for certain inexperienced drivers engaged in the carriage 
~ goods and passengers by road .. 

The minimum level of training includes, insofar as 
these are not already required as part of the training 
necessary to obtairr the driving licence, the following 
features: 

knowledge of the construction, operation and 111aintenance 
of a vehicle, the ability to locate and repair minor 
tec~~ical breakdowns and the economic use of the vehicle, 

- the general ability .to use road maps, a knowledge of 
the procedures to be allowed regarding motor vehicle 
insurance~ a knowledge of -t}J.e relevant national ,., 
legislation, of a driver's responsibility ~nd ~he 
documents required fo:.· t:L'ansport purposes 1 

- practical experience of drJ.ving. 

AchieveiJ.ent of the minLaum training will be recognized 
either by means of an exa-:1ination or by monitoring carried 
out by the_ appropriate authorities. It will also be 
necessary to obtain the appropriate driving licence • 

:1224 e/76 (Presse 128) art/J::-~/ ja .... ; ... 
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The Directive will not apply to transport vehicle drivers 
who have legally acquired the right to drive before the entry 
into force of the national implementing provisions. 

The purpose of this Directive is to make good a certain 
lack of maturity detected statistically in a large number of 
young or inexperienced drivers. It will thus contribute to 
greater road safety ~~a help the dirvers concerned to make more 
rapid progress in their professional careers. 

The Directive _could also pave the way for 2~ eventual 
upgrading of the entire profession of transport vehicle driver. 

·• 

1224 e/76 (Presse 128) art/JM/ljy ... ; ... 
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NATIONAL TAXATION S'YSTEMS FOR Cill:'lMERCIAL ROAD VEHICLES 

The Council took note of the Permanent Representatives 
Comndttee's interim report on the proposal for a first 
Directive on the adjustment of national taxation systems for 
commercial road vehicles. 

• 

On the basis of this interim report, .nich dealt Ydth the 
pro-~ess of work so far and vdth certain questions still 
outstandin~, the Council held a discussion during which various 
delegations were able to express their concern in this field. 

In conclusion, the Council agreed to instruct the 
Permanent Representatives Comrndttee to continue its work so 
that the Council mie;-ht act on the Directive at the earlie.st 
opportunity, at its next meetin~ on transport questions if 
that were still possible. 

CO-OPERATION BY THE NINE C<l/frruNITY RAIJJllAY COIIIP.l\NIE~ 

The Council a.~eed to contintte its examination of 
co-operation by the nine Community railway companies at its 
next meeting. 

1224 e/76 (Presse 128) art/11!/ea . .. ; ... 
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MARITI~m TRANSPORT 

~1e Council discussed certain items relating to the 
maritime transport sector which appeared on its agenda. It 
should be remarked in this context that this was the fi~st 
time that maritime transport had been systematically examined 
by the Council. 

The Council first took note of the interim report of the 
discussions by the Permanent Representatives Co~~ittee on 
the proposal for a decioion concerning the opening of 
negotiations in respect of the United Nations Convention on 
a Code of Conduct for Liner Conferences. 

This Convention on a Code of Conduct, which was drawn up 
at an international conference held between 12 November 1973 
and 6 April 1974, covers in particular cargo she~ing between 
shipowners of countrieo between wlrich a conference ensures 
transport, and between these shipJw.ners ~~d 
shipowners in non-Member co~urrtries (cross-traders). It also 
contains important provisions governing relations between 
shipowners and consignors and makes provision among other 
things for a procedure for increasing tariffs and-for settling 
disputes between shipowners and consignors. 

Follovring the exchange of views on this subject, the 
Council instructed the Permanent Representatives Committee to 
continue studying the matter and to report to it in the near 
future. 

1224 e/76 (Presse 128) ldn/MI/mf ... ; ... 
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The Council then held an exchange of vievvs on an 1

1 

inte~im report by the Perma~ent Representatives Committee 
te~ing stock of work on the development in the Community 
of joint projects in the field of maritime transport. 

This interim report -r1as based primarily on a memorandum 
from ths French Government and dealt in particular with 
the protection of sub-standard ships, the social conditions 
of seafarers, aid to merchant shipping and arrangements 
for granting nationality to ships. 

Although of an interim nature, the report enabled 
the Council to note that a common maritime transport 
policy com9rises many different problems, all of them 
with international repercussions. It proved impossible 
to define at a stroke a policy which systematically covered 
all aspects of maritime transport, and the Cou~cil noted 
the~ it would therefore be necessary to deal first with 
projects or groups of projects which could be carried to 
a successful conclusion, in the knowledge that at the 
final stage these projects could be grouped together 
t_o form an entity whose various elements ·.vould be 
inter-dependent. 

As a first step, the Council deemed it advisable 
to establish an institutionalized consultation procedure 
pertaining to relations in the mexitime transport sector 
between Member States and non-Member countries and to the 
related discussions in international orgenizations. To 
this end it instructed the Permanent Representat.ives 
Committee to draw up the details of such a procedure • 

1224 e/76 (Presse 128) kin/MI/ja ..... ; ... 
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Secondly, the Council invited the Commission to make 
an exploratory study in the sphere of seafarers' diplomas and 
certificates, the qualifications required to obtain them, and 
the mutue~ reco~ition of such qualifications. 

As reeards the mrri time policy of state--tradin(!: countries, 
the Council demonstrated its awareness of the serious nature 
of the p~oblems created by this policy and ~s.reed to keep a 
close watch on the situation. It also took note of the fact 
that work currently beinr; carried out within the OECD in this 
connection could provide it vdth useful information for a 
detailed analysis of the problems arisin.'S• 

In conclusion, the Council acknowledged that a co~~on 
approach should be adopted as soon as possible with regard to 
the Code of Conduct for Liner Conferences. It also hoped 
that in the near future it would prove possible to define a 
common viewpoint as re0ards the development of joint projects 
in the field of maritime transport. 

As for the continuation of proceedin:~s in this sector, 
the Coun~il instructed the Permanent Representatives Conmdttee 
to ma.ke a more thorou.r.:r:h e:camination in the li.-=-ht of the day's 
discussions, of the possibility of establishin:. a conunon 
maritime transport policy, of outlinin~ the P,Uidelines for 
such a policy, and of report in.~ back to the Council on the 
matter in the near future. 

1224 e/76 (Presse 128) ki1~JI~ea ~ .. ; ..... 
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SOCIAL r~GVLATION~ 

The Council took note of the oral report by the 
Commission on its proposal, dated 9 March 1976, for a 
Regulation on the harmonization of certain social 
provisior-s in the field of road transport. The report 
dealt in particular wiJGll wo:L·k by the Europea...11. Pa:;,."liament 
arid the European Communities on the matter, 001d stressed 
the importa...."1.ce which the Cor:.uuission attached to a satisfacto~r 
solution being found to this problem as soon as possible. 

1224 e/76 (Presse 128) art/~:I/ja ... / ... 
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C 0!\'IMUNITY QUCY.rA 

At the end of a -:;encral debate on road haulEvte, the 
Council signified its ~~eement in principle to the mnended 
proposaJ. for a Regulation on the Community quota. for the 
carria~e of goods by road between Member States. 

This Re:o,ulation extends the number (2, 363 )_ and the 
distribution of authorizations for the current yet~ to 1977, 
at the s~~e time definin~ this Community quota system as 
permanent. 

The Council instructed the Permanent Representatives 
Committee to finalize the text of the Regulation, so that the 
Council mi~ht act on it as soon as possible.-

1224 e/76 (Presse 128) ers/~a/ea ... ; ... 
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VARIOUS STATEMENTS 

The Council took note of the following statements: 

- on the agreement on the carriage of perishable foodstuffs 
(Commission); 

on the airline services between the Netherlands and the USSR 
(Netherlands delegation). 

In the latter statement, the Netherlands de~eGation drew 
the Council's attention to some difficulties which had arisen 
.in relations between I~I xnd Aeroflot, and to the ~easures 
envisaged by the Netherlands Government in this connection. It 
also wished to emphasize the importance it attRched to the 
Council's discussine the yossibility of adopting a joint 
position on airliiJ.e services between Member States and the 
Soviet Union. 

1224 e/76 (Presse 128) kin/JU/ljy ... / ... 
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VARIOUS DECISIONS 

The Council adopted in the official lanp;ua.~es of the 
Communi ties, 
- the Regulations 

- temporarily suspendin.o: the autonomous Common Customs 
Tariff duty on mushrooms, excluding cultivated 
mushrooms that have been dried, dehydrated or evaporated 
and imported '""hole, in slices or in identifiable 
pieces, which are intended for the processin~ industry 
and fall ¥dthin sub-headin~ ex 07.04 Bi 

- concernin~ a special rate of wine products deliveries 
for white quality \tines p.s.r. of the 1976 harvest; 

- amending Regulation (EEC) No 1931/76 as regards 
certain distillation operations in the wine sector; 

- the Directives on the approximation of the laws of the Member 
States relatin~ to 

- radio interference caused by electric household 
appliances; 

- the suppression of radio interference with re~ard to 
fluorescent lightin~ luminaires fitted .with starters; 

- electrical encr~ meters. 

0 

0 0 

Tho Council adopted the Decision on the sit~'l.in 7, of the 
Arsreement between the European Economic Community and the 
Republic of Korea on trade in textiles. 

0 

0 0 

· 1224 e/76 (Presse 128) art/III/ea ... ; ... 



i 

- II - 4.XI.76 

On e proposal by the Denish Government, the Council 

appointed l!Ir Finn THORGRD.~SSON, LandsorPanisation I Darunark, 

a full mera.ber of the Advisory Col'!liili ttee on Voce.tion@.l Trainin.~ 

(Workers' ·Representati vcs catee;ory), in place of r.:1r BAEfffi.ING: 

for the remainder of the latter's term of office which expires 

on 20 June 1978. 

1224 e/76 (Presse 128) art/EI/ea 
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c. c. aux Membres du Groupe et a MM. les Directeurs generaux des DG I et X 
et a M. Chri stensen DG VIII 

CONSEIL TRANSPORT 

Le Conseil,qui commencera jeudi 4 novembre a 11hOO, est appele 
a faire le point au niveau politique sur les travaux en matiere de 
transports ainsi qu'a prendre des decisions de principe ou de procedu
re sur des sujets importants. Si aucune decision spectaculaire n 1est 
a attendre, ce Consei I pourrait cependant marquer la volonte des 
Etats membres de faire avancer la mise en place du systeme commu ... 
nautaire des transports. 
Ce eonseil doit ~tre considere en etroite liaison avec un nouveau Con
seil "Transport" deja prevu pour le 16 decembre prochain. 
Les nombreaux points a l'ordre du jour peuvent ~tre regroupes sous 
trois grandes tetes de chapitre: · 

- transports maritimes; 
- bilan au sujet du developpement de la politique commune des 

transports; 
- transport terrestre. 

A. Transports maritimes 

c•est la premiere fois que les transports maritimes ont ete si en 
vue au Conseil, ce qui s'explique entre autres par les graves diffi
cul tes actuell es du.secteur. Le Consei I examiner a en particul ier trois 
points: 

1. Code de conduite des Conferences mari times 

La convention adoptee en 1974 porte notamment sur le partage des 
cargaisons entre les nrmateurs des pays entre lesquels une conference 
assure des transports et entre ces armateurs et les armateurs des 
pays tiers (cross-traders). 
La convention n•est pas encore entree en vigueur. Pour Qu 1elle entre 
en vigueur. 24 pays representant un tonnage d1 au moins 25% doivent 
la ratifier. Jusqu 1a present 17 pays representant un tonnage de 3% 
I •ont ratifiP.e. La ratification des Etats membres de la Communaute 
peut 'etre determi~ante_pour lamise en vigu_e~!'-~.e la_£~f)yen!io~--- _____ _ 

La Commission a souligne que la Convention interesse directement le 
marche Commune et que toute adhesion a la Convention devrait 'etre 
une act ion commune de la Communaute et des Etats membres ensemble. 

En depit de 11avis de.la Commission qu'il etait indispensable que les 
Etats membres s•aosttennent de signer ou de ratifier separement le 
Code, I 1AIIemagne, la Belgique et la France 11ont signe le 30 juin 1975. 
Par consequent, la Commission a entame la procedure d'infraction 
contre ces trois pa~s. Toutefois, ella a decide en juillet 1976 suite a 
des negociations intensives avec ces pays, de surseoir provis

1

oirement 
a la saisine de la Cour de Justice de I 'infraction. De leur part, les 
trois Etats membres sont d'accord pour ne pas ratifier le Code pour 
le moment (sauf si le Conseil d.9cidait d•une ratification commune) et 
pour rechercher avec bonn~ vo!onte une a~proche communautaire au 
Code). 
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2. 

Le Consei I est saisi sur un rapport interimaire au Coreper. Le Cor,per 
invite le Conseil a prendre note de son rapport et a le charger de 
poursuivre I •etude du dossier en vue d•en fa ire rapport au Consei I dans 
un avenir rapproche. 

2. ~:~~'!.~~:.?~~~!:!~~-<!.~~1~_<!.<!.~~~~!-~:,:;_!,r:.~~~~_t_:; __ 

Un memorandum francsais de decembre 1975 sur le developpement d 1actions 
communes et une communication de la Commission du 30 juln dernier sur 
les relations de la Communaute avec les pays tiers sont au centre du 
debat du Consei I, qui aura un caractere prel iminaire et pourrait servir 
a identifier les grandes options des travaux futurs en la m~ttiere. 

3. Procedure de consultation entre les Etats membres concernant les 

!:~~~t~~!:!~-~v_!c:..1~~.£.~t~~~C::-~ 

La presidence neerlandaise a soumis i I y a quelques semaines un docu
ment contenant les points principaux d•une procedure de consultation 
concernant les relations maritimes entre les Etats membres et les pays 
tiers. Ella a estime qu 1une telle procedure pourrait s•averer utile pour 
arriver a des positions communes notamment a I 'egard de l;:1 discrimi
nation de pavilion pratiquee par certains pays tiers et la scus-cotation 
par les flottes des pays a commerce d'Etat. 
Suite a cette initiative le Coreper demande au Consei I s 'i I juge opportun 
d'instaurer une telle procedure de consultation institutionalisee. En 
cas de reponse positive, le Conseil pourrait charger le Coreper d'.!la
borer un texte contenant les modalites d•une telle procedure. 

B. Bilan au sujet du developpement de la politigue commune dps transports 

La Commission a presente au Consei I, le 25. X. 1973 ses conceptions 
sur les objectifs a atteindre et les instruments a utiliser pour mettre en 
oeuvre la politique commune des transports. Trois ans apres, la Commis
sion juge opportun de dresser un bilan sur !'execution donnee a ce pro
gramme et cela afin d 1identifier les sujetsou une acceleration des travaux 
s 1avere necessaire. Le Consei I sera ainsi appele a donner s• reaction 
sur les grandes I ignes de I 'action future des institutions communautaires. 

C. Transport terrestre 

1. Systeme ·d•observation des marches 
-------------------~-~---------

Le Conseil est saisi d•une proposition visant I 'instauration d 1un syste• 
me d'observation des marches des transports par chemin de fer, par 
route et par voie navigable entre les Etats membres. 
Base sur I •etablissement d'indicateurs du marche et de previsions re
latives a l'offre et la ·demande de transport, ce systeme d•observation 
permettra de connaf'tre rapidement la situation du moment et les ten
dances evolutives a court terme. 
Les informations fournies par ce systeme d•observation seront d'une 
uti lite incontestable tant pour les agents econorniques pour I •orienta
tion de leurs decisions en matiere d•investissement de materiels de 
transports et dans la formation des prix, qu•aux pouvoirs publics pour 
intervenir en connaissance de cause en vue d•assurer une saine con
currence sur le marche. 

. /. 
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3. 

Le Conseil sera saisi d•un rapport sur l'etat d•avancement des tra
vaux et sur les problemes encore a surmonter qui concernent les 
aspects techniques et financiers du systeme propose. 

2. Tarifs de reference 

Le systeme de tarifs obligatoires a fourchette en vigueur depuis 1968 
n•a pas donne satisfaction pour des multiples raisons. 
Du point de vue technique, les modifications successives des parites 
monetaires ont conduit a un elargissement de fait de la fourchette qui 
lui a enleve toute valeur economique. D'autre part, la disparite qui 
s•est produite dans la mise en oeuvre du reglement de la part des 
Etats membres tant sur le plan des mesures de contrt>le que de !'ap
plication de certaines dispositions specifiques a nui dans une mesure 
non negligeable a son efficacite. Enfin, l'entree dans la Communaute, 
a la date di 1er janvier 1972, du Royaume-Uni, de l'lrlande et du 
Danemark, peu incline a accepter un systeme con~u pour des transports 
continentaux, a conduit a une application dualiste du reglement du 
fait de l'exemption des transports empruntant en partie la voie mari
time. 
Dans ces conditions, le Conseil a ete saisi, dans le cadre d'une orga
nisation future du marche des transports, d•une proposition de la 
Commission visant I 'instauration dans le trafic international de 
marchandises par route de tarifs de reference a caractere indicatif 
et non contraignant. 0 
Ces tar ifs seront etabl is par les organisationl professionn. des 
transporteurs apres consultation des milieux socio-economiques in
teresses, a savoir usagers des transports, intermediaires et orga
nisations des travai lleurs. 
Le Conseil est appele a se prononcer sur la mise en oeuvre du nou
veau systeme qui rencontre des objections de la part de certains 
Etats membres. Une solution de compromis de la presidence prevoyant 
un regime transitoire jusqu•en 1980 sera au centre des debats 

3. ~.?!'~!:~~!~~~~~~q,"!!~:-=--~~~~C:.."!'!~ 
La Commission a propose en 1972 !'harmonisation des legislations 
des Etats niembres en matiere de contrt>le technique et cela afin 
d 1harmoniser les condit·ons de concurrence et d'augmenter la secu
rite routiere. La directive soumise au Conseil fixe la periodicite 
minimale du contrt>le et les points a contrt>ler et ne concerne que les 
categories les plus importantes des vehicules. Une reserve d•ordre 
general subsiste de la part d•un pays membre, I 'lrlande, sur cette 
directive; des questions techniques mineures sont egalement a regler. 

4. ~.!.~~~~-~~'!.i!f!i!.l_~~-~!l-~~~~~i.?!'_~~-c:..~~"!c:..t:~r-=--~~-t!'2!'.:-P.?!~!_P..~_!.?~~~ 
La directive propose fixe le niveau minimum de formation pour les 
conducteurs entre 18-21 ans. Le Consei I est appele a se prononcer 
sur les connaissances requises et la duree de la formatlor'l • 

. /. 
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5. !~><.!.!.!~!:.le.!..PEid~J2~~ 

ILe Conseil examine a nouveat,t !'harmonisation de la str4(:ture des taxes sur 
les poids lourds. Le principe de base d~tJa accepte est dft faire payer a 1'-usager 

les coOts d'utilisation de l,s route afin c:te favorlser h;,s vehtcules moins 
dommageables et !'harmonisation des conditions de conc4,rrenc•~ La e;olution 
proposee ~•efforce de trol,fver un commU"\ denorninaJeur valable pour des situation• 
et syst~m~s assez differel'\ts des Neuf. Le Co'l5ell sera saisf d.-s poiMts enc;ore 
lltigieux qui concernent nQtamment le seull de tonntge, Its exon6ratle>ns, l•s 
majorations ou les reductions de la taxe. 

6. 2£~~£~l~~E~~J~~9n~~n~g~f~ 

Par sa resolution du 7 decembre 1970 relative a la cooperation entre les entre
prises de chemin de fer, le Consell a lnvit6 ces encreprises a promouvoir la 
coopltratlon sur les plans techoiqueJ commercial et d 1exploitation et a lul 
prltsenter annuellement un rapport sur !'evolution de cette coopltration. 

Au cours des annees ecoulltes, trois rapports ont 4lnsi 6t6 soumls au Conseil 
et le 7 mal 1976 le Groupe des Neuf Chemins de Fer a adress& au co,sell une 
lettre dans laquelle 11 prltcise l_es id&es majeures ...,r lesquelles il envisage 
de continuer ses efforts en matictre de cooAltratlon. 

Le Conself est appellt a formuler les orfentatlons ppur dftvelopper ce-te coopftratlon. 

7·9EnUQ9~L£~~~n~~~£~ 
Oepuis le 1 er janvier 1969, une fraction, il est vr•i reduite, du trafic routier 
de marchandi ses entre Etats membres, est effectulte sou, le couvert d'autorl sat Ions 
communautaires, c 1est-a-c:Ure de document, de tra11sport uniformes e$ emis par 
la CEE. Ces autorlsations permettent aux transporaeurs d'effeetuer c:fes trat~s
ports de merchandises par route sur toute._ les rel,tlons de traflc entre les 
Etats membres. · 

Le veritable caract~re commUI'\autaire ne rftside pafll dan~ la forme du document de 
transport mais bien dans le faiJ qu'll permet aux tr.,spo,.teurs d'acheminer des 
merchandises par route sans qu1aucune llmJtatlon n• puls,.e lul 8tre oppos&e en 
ralson de sa natlonalftlt. 

f /. 



. '' 

, s. 

8. Rapport oral de la Commission sur l'etat des travaux en mati~re de 
reglementation sociale. La Commission fera un rapport sur la suite donnee 
a ses propositions du 9 mars 1976 qui est encore a Jlexamen du Parlement 
europeen. 

Au centre du Consei I it. y a le probl~me du doublement du contingent pour 1977 .. 
ainsi que les crit~res de sa repartition. 

Amities, 

B.OLrr~ 
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COMMISSION 
DES 

COMMUNAUTES EUROPEENNES 

GROUPE DU PORTE-PAROLE 

PRIORITE' P- 1 

Bruxelles 4 novembre 1976 
.................................... , le .................................................. . 

GC/sg 

Note Bio (76) 371 (suite 1) aux Bureaux Nationaux 
c. c. aux Membres du Groupe et a tv1M. tes Directeurs Generaux des DG I et X 
et a M. Finn Christensen DG Vlfl 

CONSEIL TRANSPORTS ============================= 
Le Conseil a cmsacre ses travaux de la matinee aux points concernant les transports 
maritimes: 
1. code de conduite des conferences mari times. Le Conseil a charge le comite des 

representants permanents de poursuivre I •examen de la question tout en exprimant 
la preoccupatim sur les divergences qui emp~chent une actitude commune des 
pays membres. 

2. actions communes dans le domaine des transports _Gaaritimes. M. Scarascia Mugnoz ~ 
za' tou-t "en-approuvant l'approche empirique suivi aans-ta matiere, a souligne com
m~t.les divergences enfr·e les Pays membres eloignent la Communaute d 1une actior 
p·osit'ive~ et coherente • Le Consei I est convenu de charger le Comite des Repr~serl.":' 

-----'-t.-a.....,.n,--t·s Permanents de chercher un accord sur des actions concretes·a-soume-tire. 
au Conseil. 11 a invite la Commission a etudier les questions liees aux qua_Lification~ 
des gens de mer et a la reconnaissance de leurs dipl8mes et brevets. - ·~-~ -~~--

3. Procedure de consultation entre les Etats membres dans les relations avec les 
pays tiers. Le. ~onseil est tombe d•accord sur le principe d'instaurer une telle 
consultation qui se deroulera au sein d•un groupe encadre dans le Comite des Repre 

sentants permanents. M. Scarascia Mugnozza s •est felicite de cette procedure qui 
cependant doit ~tre inscrite dans les normes du 'Traite, ce dernier n 1excluant pas 
des procedures plus avancees. 

Le Consei I a suspendu ses travaux a 13 h et recommencera a 15 h. 

Amities, 

Adresse provisoire: 200, rue de lo Loi, 1040 Bruxelles - Telephone 3500 40-3580 40- Adresse telegrophique: cCOMEUR Bruxelles •
Telex: cCOMEURBRU 21877• 
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COMMISSION 
DES 

COMMUNAUTES EUROPEENNES 

GROUPE DU PORTE-PAROLE 

PRiffi ITE• P - 1 

Bruxell es 5 novembre 1976 
.................................... ,le ................................................. . 

GC/sg 

rem is au telex a: 1 Oh45 

Note Bio (76) 371 (suite 2 et fin) aux Bureaux Nationaux 
c. c. aux Membres du Groupe et a MM. les Directeurs Generaux des DG I et X 
et a M. Fin Christensen DG VIII 

CONSEIL TRANSPORTS ====================== 

La seance de I 'apres-midi s •est ouverte avec une declaration de M. Scarascia 
Mugnozza au sujet du bilan sur le developpement de la politique commune des 
transports. M. Scarascia Mugnozza a mis I •accent notamment sur I 'importance 
d'interventions communautaires dans le domaine des infrastructures. 11 est ne
cessaire de realiser une politique mettant sur pied des systemes de transport 
toujours mieux integres; c•est la seule solution a offrir pour surmonter les diffi
cultes economiques. M. Scarascia Mugnozza a conclu sa declaration en faisant 
appel au Consei I pour qu'i I accelere ses delais de decision. Les services de la 
Commission ont diffuse en seance un tableau sur les propositions pendantes au 
Consei I qui vous sera envoye. ~ 

I ' d a I 'ol;dr.e d C "I ~ ' I b" d d~ . . d La p upart es autres pomtstau JOUr u onse1 ont de •o Jet e ~::CISions e 
renvoi pour des etudes ulterieures. Les decisions prises concernent~ni _ement: 
- tarifs. Le Conseil a decide de proroger jusqu'a la fin de 1977 le sys me actuel 

de tar ifs a fourchette. 

- contingents. Le.<;::onsei I a decide de transformer en systeme permanent le meca
nisme actuel de contingents communautaires, etant entendu que leur volume 
pour I 'instant n•est pas modifie. 

- le Consei I a adopte la directive concernant la formation minimale des conducteurs 
de transport par route. 

M. Scarascia Mugnozza au cours du Consei I avait attire I •attention sur le caractere 
decevant• d•un Consei I dont la plupart des conclusions consistaient dans des renvois 
pour etude ult6-rieur des dossiers. 11 a interroge le Conseil sur l'existance d•une 
volonte reelle de developper une politique commune des transports. 

Le Conseil a convenu de se reunir le 16 decembre prochain. 

Fin 

Amities, 

Adresse proviso ire: 200, rue de la Loi, 1040 Bruxelles - Telephone 3500 40-!1580 40 - Adresse telegraphique: cCOMEUR Bruxelles •
Telex: cCOMEURBRU 21877• 
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